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= Youle buy those Kelly Safari tires to sit in a 
_— ~ parking, deck all-week. So-take-the rest of the 
day off._And go. Go-climb a mountain. Go for 

a- spin around the old neighborhood. Pick up 
your wife and go-to Lover's Lane. (If yousstll 
remember-how15 get there.)- Kelly Springfel = 


SSS 
designed to go a long, long way. And 


J we've got the warranties to prove it. So go. 
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You'll find plenty of reasons to like the 
new VISE-GRIP* 12LC Large Jaw 
Locking Pliers. That’s because there are 


so many reasons to use it. The large 
jaw opens up to 3 1/8” (79mm) and the 
famous VISE-GRIP locking feature makes 
it an ideal tool for plumbers, mechanics, 
welders and any one who works with 
large objects. Plus, the convenient 
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VISE-GRIP 12LC Large Jaw Locking 
Pliers are easier to handle than heavier, 
bulkier tools. Its versatility makes it 

a better tool in more ways than one. 
Look for it wherever you buy quality 
VISE-GRIP locking pliers and clamps. 
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OK, OK, everyone has reminded us 
that we ranked Northwestern 79th 
last year, just behind Temple and 
Tulsa and just ahead of New Mex- 


ico. Well, we weren't alone. 


No major publication listed Northwestern higher than 
ninth in the Big Ten, and the Wildcats were nowhere 
near the Top 50 in any preseason list. Coach Gary Bar- 
nett is to be commended. He brought a new attitude, 
not to mention new talent to Northwestern, and, took 
as promised, the Purple to Pasadena. This year we intro- 
duce our Purple Meter. It is a list of teams most likely to 
surprise this season. Be sure to check out our 1996 Top 
40 as well as the new Purple Meter on page 45. And 


keep reminding us how we're doing. 


College fans will argue about the greatest teams and 
which school has built a better program long after the 
games — and even the season — are over. We would like 
to offer our assistance to squelching (or perhaps, pro- 
longing) the arguments over the best college football 
programs. 

We considered the best programs since World War II, 
an era covering the last 50 years. This period in college 
football history is meaningful because that’s when pla- 
toon football began, the T-formation became widely 
used and rules were changed that reflect the modern 
game. We know our choices will inspire arguments, but 
that would happen regardless of the selections. After all, 
this is college football we're talking about, and the home 
teams are always better than anyone else. Go ahead, ask 
any die-hard fan. 

Anyway, writer Pat Forde conducted the research and, 
using criteria that go well beyond won-lost records, 
compiled a Top 20 of the best programs of the modern 
era. Check our rankings of The SuperPowers starting 
on page 15. Let us know if you agree with our nomina- 


tions. 


editor’s letter 


We are eagerly anticipating the upcoming season and 
have isolated 20 reasons (thanks to Malcolm Moran of 
The New York Times) why fans should be excited this fall. 


Beginning on page 32, read Moran's concept of the 
most compelling stories to follow in 1996. 


College cheerleaders and majorettes remain the loveliest 
attractions enhancing college game days. Our photogra- 
phers visited six ladies capturing them in relaxed, fash- 
ionable settings on campus. The pictorial begins on 
page 195. 


This is our second edition of Athlon Sports National Col- 
lege Football. Our 1995 edition was a great success, prov- 
ing thar college football fans are not bound to single 
regions and interest is spread throughout the country. 
Once again, our national edition provides coverage of all 
111 Division I-A teams, complete with in-depth analy- 
ses and depth charts. We hope you find it informative 
and enjoyable. Let us know what you think. We look 
forward to your letters and can be reached by fax at 
(615) 327-1149 or e-mail at athlon@nashville.net. 


Mille 


Enjoy the season! 
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Pat Forde, The Courier-Journal (Louisville) 

Forde never played college football, but was a mediocre tight end in high 
school for the hottest coach in the business today, Gary Barnett. Forde played 
for Barnett at Air Academy High School in Colorado Springs, Colo., in 1980 
and ’81. The Kadets won 21 and lost five those two seasons, advancing to the 
state semifinals both years. Forde takes all the credit for molding Barnett into 
the miracle worker he has become at Northwestern. 

Off the field, Forde has worked for The Courier-Journal since his graduation 
from the University of Missouri in 1987, spending the last 3 % years as a 
columnist. Prior to that he covered Southern Indiana high school, regional and 
national college football and basketball, spending two years as the University of 
Kentucky beat writer. 

His most memorable moment covering college football came after the 1989 
Fiesta Bowl, in which Notre Dame crushed West Virginia 34—13 to win the 
national championship. Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz had just shaken hands 
with Don Nehlen when a fan rushed up to swipe the cap off Holtz’ head. 
Newly minted tide quickly forgotten, Holtz sprinted after the miscreant and 
knocked him to the Sun Devil Stadium turf, taking back his hat and walking 
off like nothing ever happened. At that point Forde made a mental note never 
to mess with Holtz. 


Forde's story, “The SuperPowers,” begins on page 15. 


Malcolm Moran, The New York Times 

Malcolm Moran has covered college football for 18 seasons, the last 17 for 
The New York Times. Born on an autumn Saturday evening, long enough ago 
that Miami was shut out by Fordham hours before his lifetime, he is a Ford- 
ham graduate who wishes he had a quicker first step. 

Moran's story, “20 Reasons to Follow College Football in 1996,” begins on 


page 32. 


Tim Keown, San Francisco Chronicle 

Keown has been a sportswriter for the San Francisco Chronicle for five years. 
One of his more adventurous pursuits was serving as Dennis Rodman’s co- 
author for Rodman’s autobiography Bad As ] Wanna Be. Keown is also the 
author of Skyline: One Season, One Team, One City, the story of a season in the 
life of a high school basketball team in Oakland. He and his wife, Miriam, are 
the parents of three young sons. Keown's recap of unusual moments from the 
1995 season, “Extra Points,” begins on page 190. 
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The SuperPowers 
By Pat Forde 


The greatest football programs of the modern era Rewer Bauce (Omen Pace): 
are analyzed and ranked according to a ae 
ae Peter Brouater (Brad OTTon, 

on- and off-field criteria. Si ena Chats Dine 
(Dan Nex); Joe Geum (Wauty Riot 

20 Reasons to Follow a ie aS 
College Football in ’96 32 Mowe, Dwewre Rano) Laser 
By Malcolm Moran ig ts a 
From the Kickoff Classic to the Sugar Bowl, Pas Grasse aad: Cana 
the 1996 preseason offers 20 ways Seve Worrawat (Jaesert Inows) 


to focus our interest. 


Athion’s Top 40 45 
> Quarterback Peyton Manning and his talented 

teammates should carry Tennessee to its first 

national title since 1951. 


Conference Predictions 48 
Includes predicted finishes, all-conference teams 
and offensive and defensive players of the year. 


| | i, + ee 48 
Bs EASE csssssisccsisnsscaas 48 
Ble TOR ssccccssissscccsevcces 50 
Big Twelve...........ss0 50 
Be NOE E endive nenensswoxnes 52 
Conference USA......... 52 
IAG vaasuiwicccnnnassveneswans 53 
PRG scsiccscusancenanasancs 53 
SEG essiicsrvcccuauccwencenses 54 
WAG esirecensccctcencccceves 54 
Athion’s All-America Team 56 


Despite the defection of many top players 
to the NEL, college football 1996 is 
illuminated by a galaxy of stars. 
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The Teams 


Following is an alphabetical listing and page location for all 111 Division I-A team previews. 
Starting on page 58, the previews appear in the book according to the team ranking. 


PI FONG Bisse es co ssacs 128 RAPISAS'..-csonsarecesmesnnsent 95 PUPOUUIC ccsesvcornsconcoosnend 141 
| | 181 Kansas State............... 96 RIGS cciemcrmnscscavenend 154 
AlQDOM As cscssiconssnncexssvss 84 ETE cavacasernaasasioneconid LT ROSS: csscssscccasasecvere’ 159 
ALIZONG cas cavesvaceccasexenss 109 HEMUCKY scciscnissessceaves 151 San Diego State .......... 98 
Arizona State............... 93 Louisiana Tech........... 170 San Jose State.......... 168 
Arkansas ............ceec00ee 117 LOUISVINE ..........cceeceee 122 SMG scssscsscegevecseeevesize 161 
Arkansas State.......... 164 [SU csiccsarererranncinse: 97 South Carolina........... 116 
PITY ssscvcrssvesasceestssaats 145 MEV ENG sascicassievsssyesnss 99 Southern Miss........... 130 
AUDUI sa casscssecvavecanaseesed 90 Memphis ...........0s0e00 153 SRANTOM .<nnevceesennesexacs 102 
ot) BSS Pan 158 WET i ssnesvaccaceaxossnnensens 87 SW Louisiana ............ 136 
20 [cn 114 Miami (Ohio)............. 121 SV(GOUSE scesisesswcassvreenns 80 
Boise State’.......s0.+ 180 MICHIGBI sssvissnssersvcasasses 68 POU ss csssvsaxsevesscsvecsanas 125 
Boston College .......... 132 Michigan State .......... 106 TOMPIG. ssesscsccssecsaccssed 163 
Bowling Green ........... 167 Minnesota.........0000 139 TENNESSEC.........:00eee008 58 
Brigham Young........... 108 Mississippi.............6.. 135 TOXES wisissvsssnssesceeeuss 72 
Califortiasicccccassssccscs 129 Mississippi State....... 133 Texas A&M .......:cceecees 82 
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Central Michigan........ 165 DAVY ro cacsdarivce cds sassicess 144 TOIEEO:. «eseosnssenrnsensnes 124 
Cincinnatl ...cccesexcoceses 100 Nebraska..........::cceeeee 60 10: er 157 
NGVECA co seseconsasonvvvnss 162 (1 Cl re 146 
New Mexico............6.. 160 UAB siscsvssasccusvesescccsee 182 
New Mexico State......175 UCLA stiscnevanwene 120 
North Carolina........... 112 UNL scsseccvaveatecsseeszesd 174 
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North Texas..........000+ 176 RAN ics caccasapscesacsaxiainats 94 
Northeast Louisiana...178 tan State. ccssccccscassees 147 
Northern Illinois......... 166 YES eo 169 
Northwestern..........0++. 88 Vanderbilt .............000 138 
Notre Dame..............0. 62 VITBING: .scscxcesssvensenacce 105 
QTD sescccsaveassowasccnrvenes 173 Virginia Tech.............0. 75 
Ohio: State sccseassssssvvereve 78 Wake Forest.............. 155 
Oklahoma............:000 126 Washington............:00+ 81 
Oklahoma State......... 148 Washington State....... 123 
OVEBON sisscscisssssvesectans 115 West Virginia .........0. 104 
Oregon State ........000 142 Western Michigan ......172 
Penn State ........cscccssees 76 WISCONSIN.........0ec0eseees 86 
PIRSDUNET cassenscerennenss 143 WYOMING ....ccceeeeereeeee 111 
Division I-AA Preview 185 The Sidelines Show 195 
College football’s loveliest ladies on campus. 
Division Il Preview 188 
Recruiting & Bluechips 205 
Division Ill Preview 189 As rated by Collegiate Sports. 
Extra Points 190 Complete Division I-A 
By Tim Keown & I-AA Schedules 217 
Revisit the strange, novel and memorable 
happenings from 1995. 1995 NCAA Statistics 223 
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hen Steve Owens was a kid growing 
up in the remote Oklahoma burg of 
WW Miami (pronounced “Miamuh”), 


hard by the Kansas and Missouri borders, there 
was only one proper way to spend a fall Saturday: 
making the three-hour trek to Memorial Stadium 
in Norman to watch Bud Wilkinson's mighty 
Oklahoma Sooners. 

“You could buy a ticket for a dollar,” Owens 
recalls. “I'd sit in the south stands and say, “Boy, 
I'd sure like to play here someday.’ When I was 
growing up, all I thought about was playing foot- 
ball for the University of Oklahoma.” 

By the time Owens had g grown into a man-sized 
running back, Wilkinson was gone. But he had 
already spent his entire lifetime dreaming of fill- 
ing one of those crimson jerseys, so there was no 
turning back. 

He became a Sooner. He became a star on a 
10-1 team for Chuck Fairbanks in 1967 and a 
Heisman Trophy winner in '69. He became part 
of the human bridge that kept the program pow- 
erful between the Wilkinson dynasty of the for- 
ties and fifties and the Barry Switzer dynasty of 
the seventies and eighties. 

That, in a nutshell, is how the nebulous notion 
known as tradition works. And no sport is more 
reliant upon tradition than college football. 


Tradition builds a recruiting base. Tradition 
builds a fan base, making home football games 
the centerpiece of the social calendar in many col- 
lege towns. Tradition lures quality coaches, televi- 
sion cameras and bowl scouts. 

And all that, in turn, lures the next generation 
of little dreamers, some of whom grow up to 
become everybody's All-American. Many of the 
rest grow up to become boosters who spend a for- 
tune on season tickets to watch those All-Ameri- 
cans. They drive into town two days before home 
games in their Winnebagos (the ones that play 
the fight song when they honk the horn), buy up 
every T-shirt and trinket in the bookstore and 
enjoy a life that revolves around The Program. 

Both types are vital to success. 

Tradition is what brings tailbacks to Southern 
California, quarterbacks to Brigham Young, line- 
backers to Penn State and walk-ons to Nebraska. 
Schools with truly great tradition become self- 
perpetuating superpowers. 

“Tradition is very important,” says 
legendary former Michigan coach Bo 
Schembechler. “If you look at the & 
best programs today, they're usually § 
programs that traditionally have been 
successful.” 

This story ranks the superpowers 
of the modern era — defined, for our ee 
purposes, as the period from World 
War II to the present. That roughly = 
coincides with the emergence of the § 
T-formation and the rise of two-pla- 
toon football, which catapulted the? 
game forward. 

And in that time the superpowers 
have been sculpted by legendary coaches. Players 


come and go in quadrenniums (or less these | 
days), leaving the precious commodity of conti- & 


nuity to men named Joe Paterno, Frank Howard, 
Woody Hayes, Shug Jordan and Tom Osborne — 
men big enough to handle big jobs for the long 
haul. 

“Your program has to be properly administered 


and coached,” Schembechler says. “And generally, 


208 


by “FORDE 
The Louisville Courier-Journal 


coaches who have been successful have stayed for 
a long period of time. I knew once I came to 
Michigan I was not going to look any further. 

“I'm not sure it’s going to continue like that. 
The circumstances are such that it’s going to be 
more difficult. You have the pressure of filling the 
stadium while the NCAA continues to cut their 
grants and staff.” 

According to Darrell Royal, the giant of Texas 
Longhorn football: “It’s extremely hard to build 
tradition when you're constantly changing 
coaches. If, as a coach, you've got ‘It,’ you'll last. 
And I can’t tell you what ‘It is. But you need to 
have it.” 

They might know the value of a coach with “Ic” 
at the University of Kentucky better than any- 
where — under the heading of We Never Knew 
How Good We Had ‘It’ Until We Lost ‘It.’ A for- 
mer football coach at the school in the 1950s had 
this to say after he had moved on: 

“I knew it was time to leave when they had a 
banquet and they gave 
& Adolph (Rupp, the legendary 
basketball coach) a Cadillac 
and they gave me a cigarette 
lighter.” 

The football coach, who 
left for Texas A&M, then 
wound up in Alabama for a 
spell, went by the nickname 
“Bear.” 

In the gridiron graveyard 
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of Lexington they still tell that story in a wistful, 
what-if tone. 

A great coach can become a legend in places 
that afford little in the way of competing loyalty. 
If you've been to the utterly unremarkable towns 
of Clemson, S.C., and Auburn, Ala., you can 
understand why football is so vital to the popu- 
lace. The only other place to spend your time is 
the Wal-Mart. 

But as important as location, location, location 
and coaching are, great programs are sustained by 
the young Steve Owenses of America. By the lit- 
tle kids in the cheap seats and — this being the 


nineties — in front of the television sets. Kids 
who grow up watching winners with the hope 
and belief that one day they will be part of that 
school’s glory. 

The little kid must have friends. In basketball a 
single recruit can reverse the fortunes of a pro- 
gram for at least four years; in football it takes a 
larger cast. 

That's one reason why people look at the col- 
lege football polls and see many of the usual sus- 
pects from year to year and decade to decade. 
Your occasional comets will shoot across the hori- 
zon — Maryland, Georgia Tech, Pittsburgh and 
Texas A&M have all had their bursts of glory — 
but there are few constants in the football con- 
stellation. 


N 


They were here before the state of Florida 
became the capital of college football and North- 
western became the story of the century. They 
were here before the superconference, the five- 
wide-receiver formation and the Tostitos Fiesta 
Bowl. They've seen the games become more 
racially diverse, which is good, and take four 
hours to play, which is bad. 

Through all the changes over the past five dec- 
ades, you know which towns draw the most little 
dreamers to the cheap seats: Tuscaloosa, Lincoln 
and University Park, Pa.; Columbus, Ann Arbor 
and Austin, Texas; South Bend and Los Angeles 
and, more recently, Miami. 

Those are the addresses of the nine greatest col- 
lege football programs of the last half-century. 
They are the true superpowers, the multiple 
national-title winners, kept there over the years by 
the nebulous notion of tradition. 


1. NOTRE DAME 


Forget the fact that the Fighting Irish have won 
seven national titles since World War Il. Forget 
the fact that no school has more Heisman Trophy 
winners, more All-Americans and more schedul- 
ing clout. Forget the fact that Notre Dame tells 
the National Broadcasting Company what to do. 

If tradition is the ground floor of college foot- 
ball, this is the school that laid the foundation. 

“When you first come to the campus, coming 
up Notre Dame Avenue, you see the golden dome 
and you can feel the history and tradition that 
goes with it,” Ara Parseghian said two decades ago 
in the book, The Fighting Irish: Notre Dame Foot- 
ball Through the Years. 

What shocked Parseghian was “the magnitude 
of Notre Dame on a national scale. I don’t want 
to put down the other schools like Ohio State or 
Alabama, but we're national.” 

They are the lone ubiquitous presence in a 
regional game. The Irish recruit everywhere, play 
everywhere, are lauded by subway alumni every- 
where (about 200 alumni clubs around the 
world), and are hated by rivals everywhere. 

Depending on your viewpoint, Notre Dame is 
either the greatest thing or the worst thing that ever 
happened to football. 

“Half the world loves Notre Dame and the other 
half seems to hate us,” associate vice president Rich- 
ard W. Conklin said in 1991. “I couldn’t begin to 
tell you when it started, but I can tell you that there 
arent many people unemotional and objective 
about us.” 

No Notre Dame game goes unnoticed. No star 
player goes underexposed. No defeat fails to regis- 
ter on the Richter Scale. 

When one of the most famous nicknames in 
the history of sport — The Four Horse- , 
men — is written about your backfield 


the history of sport, you are big. 
When a bench-warming walk- 4 
on has a movie made about 
his life, you are very big. 
When a future president 
of the United States por- 
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trays one of your running backs on the silver screen, 
you are huge. 

Best of all with the Irish, they have managed to 
be huge within the rules, The NCAA enforcement 
staff doesn’t know the way to South Bend, and the 
players tend to graduate in much higher numbers 
than at other powerhouses. Combine that with the 
aforementioned tradition and Notre Dame is the 
clear No. 1 in this elite Top 20. 

But there's the rub — and with every team in 
this list, there isa rub. You don’t have to go far in 
the college football world to find critics who will 
label Notre Dame the nation’s No. 1 program for 
sanctimony and hypocrisy. The recent book 
Under The Tarnished Dome did its best to knock 
Notre Dame off its pedestal, alleging abusive 
behavior by coach Lou Holtz and steroid use by 
players. 

And the school’s own demanding fans will tell 
you that there has been only one national tide (in 
1988) in the past 19 years. Notre Dame is the all- 
time leader in winning percentage (.759) — but 
it wasn't in the national Top 20 in the 1980s 
(.658), and so far it’s trailing the elite programs in 
the '90s, too. 

But that’s hardly enough to lower the arms of 
Touchdown Jesus. By any measure, this is the 
most powerful of superpowers. 


2. ALABAMA 


“The definition of an atheist in Alabama is 

someone who doesn’t believe in Bear Bryant.” 
— Former Georgia AD Wally Butts. 

They still believe in the Bear in ‘Bama. Thir- 
teen years after Bryant's death, they still believe. 

He won more games than any other coach in 
Division I-A history. Won five national titles. 
Took 24 straight Crimson Tide teams to bowl 
games between 1959-82. Made an obscure style 
of hat famous. 

And he held a football-inflamed state in such 
thrall that we may never again see the like of it. 

Ata time when this southern state was being 
split at the seams by desegregation, Bear Bryant 
and Alabama football were common ground. 

Former Alabama coach Bill Curry likes to tell 
the story of in-state recruiting for the Crimson 
Tide in the late 1980s. He said you'd go into the 
home of a white player and see three pictures on 
the wall: Jesus, JFK and the Bear. In the home of 
a black player you'd see three pictures as well: 
Jesus, MLK and the Bear. 

I's not much different in the mid-’90s. There 
was a mobile home outside the 1994 Alabama- 
Auburn game at Birmingham's 
Legion Field that had a rather 
poor stuffed likeness of 
» Gene Stallings mounted 
_é.jon the front. On Gene's 

, shoulder perched a little 
r likeness 
of the 
Bear, 
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complete wit 
houndstooth hat, 
angel’s wings and 
halo. 

There was 4 
large gathering of 
folks staring at this 
display. Nobod 
was laughing. 

Stallings, 
course, was one of Asawa Forma. 
Bear's boys, and he continued Bear’s work by win- 
ning the national title in 1992 (his team also 
landed on NCAA probation last year). His pre- 
decessor, Curry, was not one of Bear’s boys, hav- 
ing had the gall to play and coach at former rival 
Georgia Tech. If Bryant is God, then that pretty 
much made Curry the antichrist in three tumul- 
tuous years in Tuscaloosa. 

At no place is pedigree more important than 
Alabama. If you don’t have some link to the 
Bear in your background, you're better off else- 
where. 

Bryant seemed to handle it all with such ease: 
the demands of fans, the media, the pressures of 
the pedestal. He simply knocked himself off that 
pedestal on a regular basis. 

“Most coaches study the films when they lose,” 
the Bear once said. “I study them when we win, 
to see if I can figure out what I did right.” 

He must have spent a lot of time studying film. 


3. OKLAHOMA 


You can make a compelling case that the six- 
time national champion Sooners are underrated 
at No. 3. 


Since Bud Wilkinson took over in 1947, no 
school has had a better winning percentage or 
been ranked consistently higher than Oklahoma. 
Nobody had a better record in the 1950s 
(93-10-2) and the 1970s (102-13-3). The 
Sooners won 47 straight games from 1953-57, 
the longest winning streak on record, during the 
Wilkinson era. The 1995 NCAA Football Records 
Book acknowledges only seven dynasties in the 
past 50 years, and two belong to Oklahoma 
(1948-58 and 1971-80). 

Bur there are two big problems with this pro- 
gram: its tawdry off-the-field past and_ its 
mediocre on-the-field present. 

The James Gang was no bigger band of outlaws 
than the Sooners of the late 1980s. The egregious 
misconduct of those days involving firearms, 
felonies and pharmaceuticals has left a scar that 
has been slow to heal. The coup de grace was the 
image of quarterback Charles Thompson on the 
cover of Sports Illustrated in handcuffs. And we 
haven't even mentioned Brian Bosworth. 

Out went the colossally successful Switzer, In 
came glamorless Gary Gibbs to clean up what had 
become a toxic waste dump. 

Gibbs played it clean but played it poorly. His 
teams regularly beat the tar out of Missouri and 
Towa State but were 4—16-1 against the Big Three 
rivals of Texas, Colorado and Nebraska. He was 
ridden out on a rail after the 1994 season. 

In his place strutted Howard Schnellenberger, 
who wrought the Miami Miracle and brought 
legitimacy to a terrible program at Louisville. 
Schnellenberger brayed that “books would be 
written and movies made” about his great work 
on the Great Plains, then turned in a season so 
bad that people actually missed Gibbs. Schnel- 
lenberger went 5-5-1, Oklahoma's worst record 
in 30 years, and left in tatters after a single season, 

“We're still working hard to get our program 
back where it should be,” says Owens, a success- 
ful Norman businessman and one of the school’s 
most influential boosters. “That's in the Top 10 
and hopefully challenging for a national champi- 
onship. 

“This is a 900-pound gorilla here. People here, 
7-4 or 8-3 doesn’t do it for them. The bar is set 
so high that the toughest thing for us to be is 
patient.” 

There is no choice right now. 


4. NEBRASKA 


How's this for a twist: The staid old Corn- 
huskers — coached by a certifiable square, 
cheered by farmers and built upon that most basic 
of plays, the handoff — are The Now Team. 

Against all odds, bell-bottoms and wide lapels 
are back, and Nebraska football is actually hip. 

The Huskers, winners of two consecutive 
national championships and 25 consecutive 
games, are dominating the mid-1990s. They 
turned in the most devastating big-game perfor- 
mance in recent memory last Jan. 2, when they 
hung 62 stunning points on the Fiesta Bowl 
scoreboard against undefeated Florida. 

“The fact that we haven't been able to compete 


Oklahoma RB 
Billy Sims 
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with Nebraska the last seven or eight years is very 
difficult,” Owens says, “because people here con- 
sider us the Big Red, But nobody has been able to 
compete with them the last couple years.” 

It’s been interesting to see coach Tom Osborne 
go through this late-career revision. He's still one 
of the publicly dullest humans on Earth, but he’s 
no longer considered out of touch. 

For two decades he'd been the football equiva- 
lent of Dean Smith, piling up routinely brillianc 
seasons but failing to bring home the ultimate 
prize — and even Smith got that monkey off his 
back with the 1982 NCAA Tournament title. The 
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& = We understand that football fans can 
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2 : That's why we offer so much profes- 
sional and college coverage. With ESPN, 
TNT, ABC, NBC and FOX? you'll get 
over 100 NFL regular season and playoff 
~ games and the Super Bowl, along with 
highlight shows and in-depth analysis. 
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y programming package, you can see an 
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the major conferences and the big 
independent schools. 

Best of all, you won't have to buy any 
equipment. You'll get the use of the mini- 
i dish, great programming and even mainte- 
nance, all starting at about a dollar a day." 
Which means you can satisfy your 

desire for both football and fiscal 


restraint. Just call 1-800-PRIMESTAR. 


football world had just about decided that 
Osborne’s teams would never be offensively 
diverse enough or defensively swift enough to 
compete with the Miamis and Florida States. 

Then, after a shift in recruiting philosophy, 
along came a terrifyingly fast bunch of Huskers 
and a dynamic double-threat quarterback in 
Tommie Frazier. They were perfect additions to 
the usual armada of I-backs and corn-fed linemen 
— still the basic building blocks of a Tom 
Osborne team. 

And the basic building blocks still work. In the 
fast-break style of offensive football currently 
favored by Bobby Bowden, Steve Spurrier and 
others, Nebraska is proving that it still is more 
effective to punish than to dazzle. 

If they could keep everyone in the starting 
lineup and out of the police lineup, they'd be just 
about perfect. No school has had more players 
awarded postgraduate academic scholarships (24) 
or named academic All-America (48), but the 
scandals involving Christian Peter and Lawrence 
Phillips have left a black mark on the Blackshirts 
that will take time to erase. 


5. PENN STATE 


Penn State 
Coach 
Joe Paterno 
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No, the man in the | 
storm-window-thick | 
glasses does not beat his | 
chest. He does not 
spend time mooning at 
his program's bursting 
trophy case. He is bereft 7 
of public braggadocio. ~ 

“The minute you 
think you've got it 
made, disaster is just 
around the corner,” Joe Paterno says. 

After three decades in Happy Valley, disaster 
hasn't rounded that corner yet on Joe Pa. The 69- 
year-old Brooklyn native has won 278 games, 
best among active coaches. He’s won 17 bowl 
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games, more than any other coach in history. He's 
been flexible to win with offense, with defense, 
with air-it-out passing and with between-the- 
tackles conservatism. 

He's had undefeated teams in the 1960s, 70s, 
80s, and ’90s, so he’s certainly not doing a slow 
fade into retirement. In 1994, Penn State was 
12-0, and just this past spring there were more 
Nittany lions drafted than from any other team. 

And in this transient era, Paterno has done it all 
at one address. 

There have been more than 600 coaching 
changes in Division I-A football since 1966 — 
none of them at Penn State. Only Amos Alonzo 
Stagg’s 41 years of service as head coach at 
Chicago are longer than Paterno’s 30 with the 
Nittany Lions. 

In fact, that’s the Penn State hallmark. If Darrell 
Royal says coaching longevity is vital to fostering 
tradition, this place should have more tradition 
than any other. It has had only wwo head coaches 
since 1950, with Rip Engle preceding Paterno. 

The most readily obvious Penn State tradition 
is the classic generic uniform look. But there 
Paterno has made one bothersome bow to busi- 
ness: He's allowed the appearance of the 
omnipresent Nike swoosh on the shoulder of the 
jerseys — showing that even at Penn State, tradi- 
tion is for sale. 


6. OHIO STATE 


In the last 50 years only Notre Dame and 
Oklahoma have logged more time ranked No. | 
in the weekly Associated Press poll than the 
Buckeyes. They've spent 60 weeks atop America 
— but only twice were they on top when it mat- 
tered most, at end of the season, in 1954 and 
68. 

From September 1969 through December 
1975, Ohio State and Woody Hayes’ full-house 
T backfield was No. 1 in the AP poll 39 weeks. 
The rest of the country had it the other 44 
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weeks. But Texas, Nebraska, Southern Califor- 
nia, Notre Dame and Oklahoma won the titles, 
while the Buckeyes had to settle for coming 
close. 

Since 1975 the Buckeyes have been No. | just 


twice, a week in 1979 and one in ’80. In the '80s 
and °90s a total of 21 schools have taken a turn at 
No. 1 — including Virginia, of all schools — 
which makes Ohio State the longest gone of the 
nine-school superpower class. 

You have to think back to Rex Kern, Jack Tatum 
and John Brockington to remember the last 
national champions in Columbus. Hence, the 
omnipresent heat on current coach John Cooper, 
who keeps stocking the first round of the National 
Football League draft — Dan Wilkinson, Korey 
Stringer, Joey Galloway, Terry Glenn, Eddie 
George, Rickey Dudley — but can’t seem to find 
the Rose Bowl. 

Hayes took Ohio State to the Pasadena promised 
land eight times, The Bucks have been back only 
twice in the 17 seasons since Woody punched out 
(literally) as coach, both times under Earle Bruce. 
Problem is, the road to the Roses keeps running 
through Ann Arbor, and Cooper has only beaten 
Michigan once in eight tries at Ohio State. 

Maybe Cooper is too nice a guy to get it all the 
way done at Woody Hayes’ old school. It was, after 
all, Woody who once said, “It worries me that 
there's supposed to be two coaches meaner than I 
am. I would hate to have them start referring to me 
as ‘Good Old Woody.’” 


Under a mean coach or a nice coach, this pro- 


The Snow Bowl 
Michigan vs. Ohio State 
Columbus, 1950 


gram is a lifer in the superpower class, as consistent 
as it gets. Ohio State and Penn State are the only 
schools to rank in the top 20 winningest programs, 
by decade, every decade in the latter half of the 
century. The Buckeyes have managed to win at 
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least 70 percent of their games in the 1950s, '60s, 
‘70s, '80s and "90s. 


Trojan 
All-Americans 
Charles White, 
Marcus Allen 

1 and Lynn Swann 


If there is a school 
that can stay in the 
ring with Notre. 
Dame when it comes 
to tradition, it is Irish 
archrival Southern = 
California. 

Student body left, 
Student body right. 
Tailbacks (Mike Gar- g 
rett, Anthony Davis, 
OJ. Simpson, Ricky 
Bell, Charles White, Marcus Allen). Traveler. 
Tommy Trojan. Starlet cheerleaders in classy 
sweaters, Marching band members in helmets. 


Ka 
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Fans doing that “V” thing with their fingers. 

So it was a wonderful moment when this tradi- 
tion-steeped program did the traditionally correct 
thing in 1993; It went back to its glory days in 
search of a coach. 

It came up with John Robinson, who coached 
under program patriarch John McKay and then 
kept USC at the same elite status during his first 
term as head coach, from 1976-82. Meet the new 
boss, same as the old boss. 

In his third season back, Robinson had USC 
returned to its rightful place atop the Pacific-10 
Conference for the first time in the 1990s, Inter- 
lopers Washington, UCLA and Oregon had 
been the Pac-10’s Rose Bowl teams the previous 
five years. The Trojans made their triumphant 
return last New Year's Day, serving as the heart- 
less villains who stepped on Northwestern's glass 
slipper. 

Robinson has proven adaptable along the way. 
The coach who made a name for himself by slam- 
ming his stud tailback off-tackle 30 times a game 
— White or Allen at USC, Eric Dickerson in the 
pros — hasn't had that kind of runner in his sec- 
ond stint at Troy. So the past two seasons he put 
the ball into the hands of wide receiver Keyshawn 
Johnson, the No. 1 pick in the April NFL draft. 

If Robinson can cultivate The Next Keyshawn 
on this year's team, it could be the start of a new 
USC tradition. 


8. TEXAS 


Pressure? Let Darrell Royal tell you about big- 
time coaching pressure. 

“You knew when the helicopters started float- 
ing around (campus) a day or two before the 
game, the Big Guy's on the way,” Royal says. 

The Big Guy was not Keith Jackson. Try the 
president of the United States, Lyndon Johnson. 
Longhorns fan. He'd often meet up with the gov- 
ernor, John Connally, another Horns fan. 

Yes, it was a high-powered constituency Royal 
was coaching for in the heady days of the 1960s. 
And as good as his teams were on the field, the 
coach was equally adept at placating the powerful 
off it. He can deliver a dissertation on surviving 
in big-time football. 

“Part of coaching is to know who yanks the 
chains, who's got the power,” Royal says. “Know 
who swings the hammer. 

“That's why you don't be too demanding when 
you're winning. People resent demanding a higher 
salary, a bonus, what have you. Sooner or later 
youre going to be lower on the totem pole, and 
you'll need your friends to come to the rescue, 
They won’ do it if they've been squeezed.” 

Royal didn’t need much rescuing in his 20 sea- 
sons at Texas. He was 167-47-5 with the Long- 
horns, won national titles in 1963 and ’69, and 
won 30 straight games from 1968-70. 

Following that legacy has not been casy. 

Fred Akers did well for a while, with the help 
of a running back named Earl Campbell. ‘Twice 
his Texas teams went into New Year's Day with a 
chance to win it all (1978 and °84) bur lost in the 
Cotton Bowl. 
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then Bevo 
has been 
led to the 
slaughter- 
house. 
T exes 
played in 
just one of 
the past 
dozen Cotton Bowls and, in the cwilight of a 
once-great league, surrendered Southwest Con- 
ference primacy to hated rival Texas A&M. 


9. MIAMI 
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If this were a story of a decade, not five decades, 
the Hurricanes would be No. 1 on the field. And 
if this story didn't hand out grades for conduct, 
the ‘Canes would be at the head of the class. 

But there was a long period when Miami did 
not win much at all, And then, when the ‘Canes 
finally did win big, they won without class and (as 
it turned out) without rigorous regard for the 
tules. 

For all the pelvis-thrusting, potty-mouthing 
and Pell Grant scamming, there was a 10-year 
stretch when University of Miami football was 
truly a wonder to behold. It was the vanguard 
of the college game’s Florida Era, leading the 
Sunshine State into national prominence as the 
1996 
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Howard Schinellenberger 
Miami Coach 197: 
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erin of wide-open, speed-i intensive football. 
The Hurricanes were 107-13 from 1983-92, a 
better record than Oklahoma in its glory days 
from 1971-80. They won four national titles 
(1983, ’87, 89 and 91) under three different 
coaches (Howard Schnellenberger, Jimmy John- 
son and Dennis Erickson). They won an NCAA- 
record 58 straight home games. 

So many Hurricanes were first-round draft 
picks in those days that the selections should have 
been read by Miami-area rapper Luther Camp- 
bell, not Paul Tagliabue. They were 10 feet tall 
and bulletproof and knew it. 

And then along came Alabama in the 1993 
Sugar Bowl. Miami was roaring toward an 
unprecedented fifth national title in 10 years, 
needing only to dispatch the one-dimensional 
Tide in what everyone foresaw as a rout. 

It was a rout, all right. Alabama 34, Miami 13. 
The ’Canes were bullet-riddled, not bulletproof. 

They haven't been the same since. The next 
year Arizona humiliated Miami 29-0 in the Fiesta 
Bowl, and the year after that Nebraska manhan- 
dled Miami in the Orange Bowl to win the 
national title. Then came a new coach, Butch 
Davis, a new NCAA probation and, supposedly, 
a new attitude. 

The Hurricanes’ decade of dominance and 
decadence is a thing of the past. 


10. MICHIGAN 
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Michigan Coach 
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Nobody in college football 
history has won more games. 
Nobody in college football 
plays in a bigger stadium. 
Nobody in college football has 
cooler helmets or a better fight 
song. 

So why are the Wolverines all 

the way down at No. 10? 
¥ Easy. Hardware. 
Michigan wins everything but national titles. 
Since Schembechler’s first year, 1969, an impres- 
sive 16 of the 27 Big Ten championships have 
been won or shared by Michigan. But only once 
in the modern era has Michigan finished on top 
nationally. That was in 1948, the year Fritz 
Crisler (71-16-3 at Michigan) turned over the 
coaching reins to Bennie Oosterbaan. 

Michigan has given us great players: Desmond 
Howard, Anthony Carter, Jumbo Elliott, Ron 
Simpkins, Rob Lytle, Dan Dierdorf, Tom Curtis, 
et. al. It has given us great rivalries with Ohio 
State (the 1970s battles between Woody and Bo’s 
teams were absolute classics) and Notre Dame. It 
has given us everything in recent history but a 
national champion. 


11. TENNESSEE 


They are once again expanding Neyland Sta- 
dium, the home of the Volunteers on the Ten- 
nessce River. Expanding it to very near Michigan 
size, 102,000. 

Which is appropriate. Because Tennessee is 
something like Michigan South. 

Big Orange Country comes with all the trap- 
pings of elite-level success: consistent winning 
spanning several decades and several coaches; 
spectacular talent (even though it might be this 
year, with Peyton Manning, before the Vols 
finally have a Heisman Trophy winner); prodi- 
gious recruiting clout; insatiable fan support. 

It’s at the championship level, the ultimate 
jumping off point, that Tennessee comes up just 
short. The Vols entered the modern era with one 
of the great coaches in college football history, 
Bob Neyland (.829 career winning percentage 
and a stadium named for him) and secured the 
national title under his leadership in 1951, but 
have had to settle for lurking just off the pace ever 
since. Like Michigan, Tennessee always seems to 
find somebody to lose to (Alabama traditionally 
and, recently, Florida). By November, Tennessee 
is stomping the guts out of weak sisters Vander- 
bilt and Kentucky, but by then it’s usually too late 
for a title run. 


12. AUBURN 


The Tigers could easily rank higher if it weren't 
for the fact that NCAA enforcement can find its 
way blindfolded to the Loveliest Little Village on 
the Plains. In its zeal to compete with big brother 
"Bama, Auburn's success has at times been tainted. 


Bar Trorur 


Buc on the 
field, that zeal 
has often 
allowed 
Auburn to 


look Alabama 


§ Tennessee QB 
Heath Shuler 


Tennessee WR 
Alvin Harper 


in the eye, and 
occasionally 
down on it. In 
the _ post-Bear 
days the Tigers 
are 7-6 in the 
nation’s most 
heated rivalry. 
Under Shug ; 
Jordan, Par Dye and now Ter 
mention Doug Barfield), Auburn has been a con- 
sistent national player. The school can boast of 
one national title (1957), two Heisman Trophy 
winners (Bo Jackson 1985 and Pat Sullivan in 
1970) and one of the finest traditions in tradi- 
tion-laden Dixie: the toilet-papering of the trees 
down at Toomer’s Corner just off campus. 


a 
Pat Dye 
Auburn Coach 
1981-92 
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Shug Jordan 
Auburn Coach 
1951-75 
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13. FLORIDA 
STATE 


The Seminoles are the only program to rival 
Miami in the eighties and nineties, but prior to 
that, Chief Osceola’s school wasn’t worth much 
on the warpath. In fact, Florida State did not 
begin to play intercollegiate football until 1947, a 
year after the beginning of our modern era. 

It took Bobby Bowden to make Florida State 
for real. 

This decade St. Bobby is 64-9-1 and owns the 


last national title that didn’t wind up in Lincoln. 
He's done the job so convincingly that capacity 
at Doak Campbell stadium has mushroomed 
from 15,000 in 1950 to 77,500 today. If the P.C. 
tempest over the Seminole continues, the con- 
struction crane might as well be the new school 
mascot. 

Bowden has won a stunning 11 straight bowl 
games. He’s made Tallahassee the haven for two- 
sport athletes (witness Heisman Trophy winner 
Charlie Ward, Deion Sanders, Terrell Buckley, et 
al.). His fast-break offense is a recruiting magnet 
and his affability makes him a media darling. 

If it weren't for the Free Shoes University fiasco 
of a couple years back, Bowden would be practi- 
cally ready for sainthood. 


14. GEORGIA 


As much luster as was lost by Ray Goff’s ten- 
ure and the ravages of early entry into pro ball 
(Herschel Walker, Garrison Hearst, Andre Has- 
tings, Terrell Davis), this is still a heavyweight 
program. 

It was Georgia, featuring the heroic Herschel, 
who finally stopped, or at least interrupted, Ala- 
bama’s dominance of the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. ‘Bama won or shared the SEC title eight 
times in the 1970s, but the Dawgs went unde- 
feated in the league in 1980, '81 and ’82 to break 
the Bear's stranglehold. They won the national 
title in *80. 

But Georgia had been good for years before that. 
Vince Dooley and Wally Butts coached 47 of Geor- 
gia’s 50 teams from 1939-88, winning 340 games in 
that time. 

Still, it didn't speak well for the current state of the 
program when Northwestern's Gary Barnett and 
Kansas’ Glenn Mason backed away from off-season 
overtures to become Georgia's new head coach. Ath- 
letic director Dooley finally went with Jim Donnan 
of I-AA Marshall, a promising coach but not much 
of a name. 


15. UCLA 


Then again, Barnett turned down these guys, 
too. The Bruins wound up promoting defensive 
coordinator Bob Toledo to replace institution 
Terry Donahue. 

Donahue nearly put UCLA on a consistently 
even footing with crosstown rival USC, some- 
thing not managed since Red Sanders did it in the 
"50s. Donahue’s ascendance was timed quite well 
to soften the blow of John Wooden's retirement as 
basketball coach. 

The Bruins went to eight straight bowls from 
1981-88. Their cheerleaders were just as pretty as 
SC’s, the crowds just as large, but the program 
backslid after the departure of quarterback Troy 
Aikman, making just three bowl appearances 
since *88. Nevertheless, Donahue was a very 
respectable 9-10-1 against the mighty Trojans for 
his career. 
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yr 16. LOUISIANA 
STATE 


The roars that used to echo out of the bayou on 
Saturday nights, inspired by the Chinese Bandits 
and Billy Cannon and Bert Jones, had just about 
died out. Before Gerry DiNardo arrived as coach 
one year ago, LSU football, as the people of 
Louisiana knew and loved it, was close to extinct. 

Now, DiNardo worked no miracles in his first 
year. Just a 7-4-1 record and a victory in the less- 
than-august Independence Bowl. But this was a 
program that had been shuffling along in embar- 
rassingly poor company in recent years, bereft of 
a bowl bid since the 1988 season. 

And that didn’t sit too well for fans of a school 
that won a national title in 1958 and 152 games 
in the sixties and seventies. After the coaching 
succession of Paul Dietzel (1955-61, one national 
title) and Charlie McClendon (13 bowl bids in 
18 seasons), LSU had been down on its luck 
seemingly forever. DiNardo now has a chance to 
change all that. 


17. CLEMSON 


Pre-Florida State, this was the one oasis of seri- 
ous football in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 
They don't like their balls to take predictable 
bounces in Clemson, and they'd much rather hear 
the smashing of headgear than the squeak of 
high-tops. 

It was here that the football fan found Tiger 
paws painted on the roadways, Howard’s Rock, 
IPTAY, a stadium nicknamed “Death Valley” and 


a football team wearing orange pants. It was here that 
the ACC found its first national champion since 
Maryland in 1953, when the Homer Jordan-to-Perry 
Tuttle Tigers went 12-0 and won it all in 1981. 

The Tigers also enjoyed a perfect season (11-0) 
earlier in the era, in 1948, and were unbeaten 
(9-0-1) in 1950. 

And it was here that the NCAA found a bechive 
of unlawful action in the 1970s and ’80s. 
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wl 18. MICHIGAN 
STATE 


Back before Woody and Bo ensured that the 
Big Ten became the Big Two, there were the Spar- 
tans. Michigan State finished the year No. | in 
1952, and was No. 2 in "51, °55, ‘65 and '66. The 
Spartans also were No. 3 in 1953. 

This impressive run was accomplished by 
coaches known by nicknames: “Biggie” Munn 
and “Duffy” Daugherty. The mid-sixties teams 
were built around a ferocious defensive lineman 
who also had a nickname,“Bubba,” and who 
inspired the wholesome chant of “Kill Bubba 
Kill!” 

Clearly, the Spartans lost steam when they 
couldnt continue to find enough players and 
coaches with catchy nicknames, They tried a 
comeback with coach “Muddy” Waters in the 
early 1980s, but he was gone after two less-than- 
stellar seasons. 


19. FLORIDA 


Clemson Coach The latest of the late-arriving Sunshine State 
1979-89 set will be on the short list of national heavy- 


weights into the 21st century — or for as long 
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Florida Coach 
Steve Spurrier 


as Steve Spurrier keeps saying no to the pros. 

The fun ’n’ gun offense will continue to put 
basketball totals on the scoreboard. The recruit- 
ing base is eternal. And if the Gators ever learn to 
tackle with authority, a national championship 
seems a formality. 

Surprisingly, there hadn't been much accom- 
plished before Spurdog came back to be the big 
dog at his alma mater in 1990. There hadn't been 
a single SEC title the school could keep (NCAA 
violations stripped the Gators of the ’84 crown), 
giving Florida every bit as many championships 
as Vanderbilt. 

That's all changed in a hurry. 


20. GRAMBLING 


The coach just concluded his 53rd season and 
has won more than 400 games, more than any- 
one else in college football history. Victory No. 
400 precipitated testimonials from the governor 
of Louisiana, from Don Shula, from Paterno, 
from every corner of gridworld. 

The coach handled it with characteristic 
humility and dignity. 

“The 400 doesn't mean anything to me if it 
doesn’t mean something to Grambling, the play- 
ers, the state of Louisiana and people who love 
football,” Eddie Robinson says. 

Eddie Rob's teams have played in the Super- 
dome, Rose Bowl, Cotton Bowl, Orange Bowl 


and Yankee Stadium. It is the only program, out- 
side of Notre Dame, that can draw a guaranteed 
big crowd in every major city in America, Gram- 
bling football has been and will be a rallying point 
for people who spent many decades on the out- 
side of the stadium, looking in. 


Moceigan Stare Foormaus 


A single drop. A double feature. 


Clear Eyes removes redness and moisturizes. 


Clear Eyes is the leading eyedrop that not only removes 
redness fast, but it also has an extra moisturizing ingredient 
to moisturize dry, irritated eyes. 

So when redness or dry irritation takes the smile out of your 
eyes, let Clear Eyes put it back. 


Clear Eyes takes redness out, 


puts moisture in. 


There is something about the lure of this game that defies the laws of nature. 
Centuries before Princeton and Rutgers created football — and eventually inspired 
a logical reason for people to paint their faces once a week — there were few 
good reasons for people to eagerly await the end of their summertime. 

Think about it. You are on a beach. You are at a barbecue. You are next to a pool. 
You are on vacation, far away from everything, even if you’re in your own backyard. 
And what do you find yourself thinking about? 

Depth charts. Fight songs. Tailgating. Kickoffs. 


by MALCOLM 


MORAN 
The New York Times 


ou can't help it. You are thinking about that first autumn 
Y sexes afternoon, when the band hits the field, when 

they're playing your song, when spring drills have pro- 
duced something new. You hope something new means some- 
thing better. 

This process makes little sense. We should not permit our 
minds to wander from summer to the time of year when nights 
grow longer, days become colder and the pace picks up. In too 
many places, we feel as if we just removed the linings of our 
coats, and here we are thinking about the time when we must 
zip them back into place. When the weather is warm and com- 
fortable, we should never give ourselves a reason to look for- 
ward to November. 

But we do. We can't help it. There is no cure but there is help. 
The help comes in the form of direction, reminders of the peo- 
ple and games and changes that will make this football season 
distinctive. 

From Northwestern's new world to Nebraska's new quarter- 
back to the return of the Sugar Bowl to championship promi- 
nence (maybe) to Louisiana State’s loud resurgence, here are 
20 reasons to anticipate a season that has been taking shape 
for months. Roles have been redefined. Stars have been 
replaced, others have begun to emerge. Some expectations 
have shifted, others never change. 

The most important reminder seems more necessary every 
year. Expect to be surprised. At this point a year ago, how many 
Northwestern graduates were making plans to spend New Year's 
Eve in Pasadena? 

Maybe that is why we can’t keep our minds from wandering, 
to enjoy the anticipation, to savor the possibilities, to foresee 
the unforeseeable. Too much sun is bad for you. Before we know 
it, on a Saturday morning, after breakfast but before the first 
bratwurst, we will notice the leaves have begun to change color, 
and there is just a trace of a chill, and our time has arrived. 


taking the purple back to 
pasadena 


New Year's Day had already turned to night, and Northwestern's unfor- 
gettable season had just ended in defeat. The San Gabriel Mountains, an 
imposing and glowing backdrop through most of the afternoon, had dis- 
appeared into the darkness beyond the lights of the Rose Bowl. Outside 
one of the portals, a middle-aged man wearing an old, purple jersey with 
a white no. 52 —a little more snug around the middle than it might have 
been in another time — stood by himself and stewed. 

There was no time to stop and ask him how he felt, and that was prob- 
ably for the best. There was a game to dissect, and players would be 
dressed and gone soon. But you knew the man had played and therefore 
understood the subtle points of Northwestern's loss to Southern Califor- 
nia that day. 

At that moment, for him and all the others in purple who had suffered 
for all those years, Northwestern's mission changed. The enchanting jour- 
ney was over. Gary Barnett’s once-crazy pledge of taking the Purple to 
Pasadena had been replaced by a notion that was suddenly realistic — 
taking the Purple back to Pasadena. 

Now the Wildcats face the downside of the business, the strain of 
expectation. Not so long ago, Barnett’s demand, with the establishment 
of the motto “Expect Victory,” was a voice in the wilderness. The coach's 
decision to remain in Evanston and the university's commitment to 
upgrade facilities will give Northwestern a greater chance to succeed. 

From this season forward, the issue is what the changes will mean to 
the program's personality and what the expectation of victory will do to 
this year’s journey and all the ones to follow. 
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—_ peyton, son of archie 

Peyton Manning has been watching the 
hype build around him for years. Throughout the 
recruiting process, upon his arrival at Tennessee, 
and in his early development as a major college 
quarterback, he has looked with amusement at 
the world that was closing in on him. The hope 
is that his years of preparation and his sense of 
humor have prepared him for what is to come this 
fall, a season that could become his. 

We should know soon enough. The Florida 
Gators must come to Knoxville on Sept. 21, and 
the Volunteer Navy, plus all those land-locked 
supporters in orange, remember the second-half 
humiliation Tennessee suffered last year in 
Gainesville. Manning's 64 percent completion 
rate, his 2,954 yards of passes, his 22 touchdowns 
with just four interceptions last season, are just 
one factor to affect Tennessee's chances in the 
Southeastern Conference race. 

But Manning is the factor that Heisman voters 
will study from the start of the season, and his 
play will be remembered more than any of his 
teammates, fairly or unfairly, win or lose. If there 
was ever a quarterback whose experience demon- 
strated how much players at that position are 
dependent on those around him, it was Peyton's 
own father, Archie Manning during his days with 
the New Orleans Saints. Tennessee has yet to even 
reach the SEC championship game. 

A matchup with Florida — even in Knoxville 
— could spoil the Tennessee season much too 
quickly. This generation of Volunteers has never 
known demands like these. 
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Several years ago, the Kickoff Classic was 
beginning to look like a good idea that had grown 
unrealistic, There were just too many problems to 
overcome. The first was a result of the inaugural 
game, Nebraska's spanking of Penn State in 1983, 
an embarrassing setback for the Lions that every 
coach in the country had to notice. Could there 
possibly be a payday big enough to justify the risk 
of a demoralizing defeat before Labor Day? 

The New Jersey Sports and Exposition Author- 
ity had to deal with a complex collection of limi- 
tations and obligations that made meaningful 
matchups nearly impossible. Then came added 
competition from the Pigskin Classic, which was 
first played next door to Disneyland. New Jersey 
in August versus Space Mountain was not a good 
matchup. 

Eventually, Meadowlands officials were left 
with a choice. They could bring in a marquee 
team and a limited opponent and produce a game 
that amounted to a glorified scrimmage. Or they 
could match two lesser teams in a more interest- 
ing but uninspiring game. Either way, another 
weekend at the Jersey Shore looked like a better 
deal. 

Somehow, some way, the Kickoff Classic has 
overcome all that. The last three games have 
included two eventual national champions, 
Florida State and Nebraska, and two Heisman 
Trophy winners, Charlie Ward and Eddie George. 
If Tommie Frazier did not develop those blood 
clots in the fall of '94, the Heisman streak might 
have reached three. 

This year’s matchup — Penn State and South- 
ern California — may not have the best player in 
the country, But it has name recognition, and tra- 
dition, and all those blue buses invading New Jer- 
sey from the West. 
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Orlando Pace has already redefined the 
term impact player. He has been a starter 
since his first day at Ohio State wo years ago, but 
that is only part of the definition. This is impact: 
Pace stands 6 feet, 6% inches, weighs 320 pounds, 
has a 28-inch vertical leap and has been timed at 
4.95 in the 40-yard dash. 

In an era that inspires good-better-best_ com- 
parisons that often seem silly, this is the reality. 


Before the end of Pace’s college career, which 
could end with this junior season, he may well be 
regarded among the finest offensive tackles in the 
history of the college game. 

He may already have reached that level. Pace 
became the first sophomore to win the Vince 
Lombardi Award at the end of a season in which 
he did not allow a sack. He was the Offensive 
Lineman of the Year in the Big Ten. He has 
started 26 consecutive games. He plays defense in 
short yardage and goal-line situations. 

Against Illinois, a team with a defense that pro- 
duced the second and third selections in the 
National Football League draft, Pace was given a 
100 percent grade by his coaches and was credited 
with 10 pancake blocks. He may be good enough 
to popularize a new diet in Columbus: pancakes 
for breakfast, pancakes for lunch, pancakes all day 


long. 


—! the blarney offense 

aed ) Before Ron Powlus took a snap in a 

game as the quarterback at Notre Dame, 
the walls were already closing in. Near the start of 
one of his earliest sessions with reporters, at the 
beginning of his first season, Powlus was asked 
about the possibility of leaving Notre Dame for 
the National Football League draft. 

Leaving carly? He had barely arrived. 

Last season, frustration was clearly beginning to 
set in on both sides. Powlus, who has maintained 
a remarkably upbeat public posture from the start 
of his career, revealed an uncharacteristic display 


of temper on the sideline. The parishoners at 
Noure Dame Stadium were beginning to lose 
their patience. Observers wondered if Powlus was 
being misused within Lou Holtz’s system. 

To maximize Powlus’ effectiveness, the coach 
has installed a new wrinkle for 1996, a short- 
drop, quick passing game with three and four 
wide receivers. It is the kind of offense that drew 
recruiters in droves to Berwick, Pa., High School 
in search of its record-setting signal caller, Powlus. 
Holtz has labeled it the “Blarney” offense. 

Now there is another element in the discussion 
— the growth of Jarious Jackson, the highly 
recruited quarterback in last year's freshman class. 
Holtz has not hidden his enthusiasm for Jackson's 
development, particularly his decision-making 
ability in the option game. 

You can hear groans in the stands when Powlus 
is placed in the position of running the option, 
and postgame complaints — usually over bever- 
ages — about Holtz’s persistence. Now there is a 
quarterback who plays The Way Lou Loves To 
Play. 

Even before the start of the 1995 season, the 
Irish had the look of a work in progress, a unit that 
could reach its peak in 1996. Powlus was the cen- 
terpiece of that work. Now there is this possible 
scenario, Say the Irish are struggling, and Holtz 
inserts Jackson in search of a little adrenaline. Say 
Jackson's guidance and the Irish power game pro- 
duce statistics like these: 85 yards, 14 plays, a scor- 
ing drive of 74 minutes. The Irish could have a 


quarterback controversy at a very bad time. 


if you have a good fish story, won't you write and tell us about it? 


EXPERIENCED FISHERMEN SAY some 
of the best fishing in Tennessee is right around 
the corner from Jack Daniel’s Hollow. 


Rumor has it, Davy Crockett himself fished 
these waters. Our lakes and rivers 

have always been known for good ffj 
fishing. (Jason Murray here is going 
after rainbow trout.) Of course, 
this area is equally famed for 
making Jack Daniel’s Whiskey. 
From what experienced drinkers 
say, there’s no place better for 
that, either. 


SMOOTH SIPPIN’ 
TENNESSEE WHISKEY 


Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) ¢ Distilled and Bottled by 
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop 361), Tennessee 37352 
Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government 
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anonymity 

The world is a scary place when viewed from 
the relative safety of State College, Pa. There is no 
time to grow out there, to learn to cope with 
scrutiny. Not so long ago — can it really be 25 
years? — freshmen were ineligible for varsity 
competition. The rule makers decided to change 
all that. They found a more cost-effective way. 
Freshman teams went the way of the single wing. 
Eighteen-year-olds had the opportunity to make 
an immediate impact on the college game, and as 
a result, their opinions and hopes became a visi- 
ble part of the industry. 

But not here. When that rare freshman arrives, 
as Curtis Enis did last fall, the interest is height- 
ened more because of what we don’t know than 
what we do. This is the way Joe Paterno’s program 
is conducted. The method of doing business 
seems an anachronism to outsiders, about as wel- 
come as the construction delays on Interstate 80 
or the endless game-day backups on the drive 
from Harrisburg. But in the mind of the coach it 
is a necessary part of the development process. 
Graduation day means something in Paterno's 
adopted hometown, ‘The quiet comings and 
goings early in a career are considered part of the 
path to that day, 

Enis’ ability accelerated his progress from a lit- 
tle-known backup outside linebacker in carly 
September to the featured back soon thereafter, 
but his silence through much of the season set 
him apart. He ran for 683 yards to become the 
first true freshman in 12 seasons to lead the Nit- 
tany Lions in rushing. He gained 146 yards in the 
punishing loss to Ohio State when the Buckeyes 
were still a big part of the national-championship 
picture. 

More than once, Enis’ achievements would cry 
out for his observations. Editors would ask 
reporters what happened to the Enis quote, and 
the reporters would say something like this: 
“Hommena, hommena,” The reporters would 
then repeat that old refrain of coaches, the one 
that says the best thing about freshmen is that 
they become sophomores. 

Curtis Enis is a sophomore and now he belongs 
to the world. 
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c SEECRLUTELY 

Donovan McNabb’s status was 
somewhat of a secret before his first game as the 
starting quarterback at Syracuse last season, a 
game-time announcement that soon felt unnec- 
essary. 

McNabb, a redshirt freshman in 1995, had a 
pass-efficiency rating of 162.3, the third-best in 
the nation and the highest ever for a first-year 
quarterback. He threw for 1,991 yards and 16 
touchdowns. At least half of his six intercep- 
tions were deflected off teammates. 

The uncertainty leading up to the beginning 
of McNabb’s first season contrasted with the 
personal stamp he put on the end. In Syracuse's 
41-0 victory over Clemson in the Gator Bowl, 
McNabb completed 13-of-23 passes for 309 
yards and was named Most Valuable Player. 
Some of his best moments took place when he 
was needed the most. 

On third-down plays, McNabb was 9-for-14. 
Four of his nine completions on third down 
came on third-and-10 or longer. A 9-yard gain 
on third-and-10 led to a successful fourth-down 
conversion. 
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Syracuse's home schedule will include Big 
East leaders Virginia Tech and Miami. The 
Orangemen will have seven returning offensive 
starters, with the wide-receiver spots among the 
few with new faces. You get the idea that 
McNabb will simplify the transitions of his two 
new receivers. 
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c) For all the noise on Bourbon Street on 
New Year's Eve, New Orleans has 
become a forgotten place when the college season 
reaches its climax. The consistency of the Big 
Eight Conference when it was linked to the 
Orange Bowl and the aggressiveness of the Fiesta 
Bow! in acquiring independent teams combined 
to make the Sugar Bowl an event with little long- 
term significance in most recent seasons. 

Just once since 1983 has a Sugar Bowl been ree- 
ognized as the championship game. In 1990, 
Miami's victory over Alabama made the Hurri- 
canes the no. | team in the final polls, but the 
most intense attention that week was at the 
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No one gets you Closer to the game than 


ESPN. Now we're offering you a coaching y’ 


position in the NFL, with Fantasy Football from 


ESPNET SportsZone. 


You'll start by picking your team through : 3 


liye, online draft, Then take advantage of 


unlimited free transactions, including trades 


and free agency, right.through the season. 


Add to this current injury reports. i 


Same-day roster changess And game results up: 


the very next days All the information you 
need to manage your team: stats, expert analy- 
sis and more is available 24 hours a day on 
SportsZone, the leading sports site on the 
Internet, 

But that's not all. Form your own league - or 
let/us.help you form one. Challenge thousands 
of Other players from around the world. 
Negotiate trades; "share insights or just’ chat 
about thelatest idae newS. 

Rookde or seasoned pro, ESPNET Fantasy 
Football brings you all the excitement of 
following every game really closely. But not 
that close. 

Sign up today at espnet.sportszone.con, 
Or e-mail us at sportsteam@starwave.com 


for more information. 
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Orange Bowl, where Colorado failed to complete 
a championship season when it was beaten by 
Notre Dame. Since Penn State's 1983 victory over 
Georgia and Herschel Walker, the only clear 
championship match in New Orleans was 
Alabama's rousing victory over Miami and Gino 
Torretta in 1993. 

That will change this coming January, when 
the rotation established by the Bowl Alliance, in 
its second season, points the spotlight on New 
Orleans. Barring the intrusion of an unbeaten Big 
Ten or Pacific-10 team in the Rose Bowl, there 
will be a championship feel to one of the few 
gatherings on earth in which a local chamber of 
commerce welcomes the presence of thousands of 
people who bark like dogs in public. 
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There were celebrations last fall in Gainesville 
throughout a football season that seemed dream- 
like for the University of Florida — until the 
nightmare in the Fiesta Bowl. But for the Gators 
themselves, there was never time for celebrating. 
There was always something else to achieve. 

The Gators left Tennessee in the dust, but roo 
much of the season remained. They controlled 
Florida State, overcoming the bitter memories of 
atic and loss in the 1994 season, but a conference 
championship game was just a week away. They 
dominated Arkansas, but there was a bowl game 
— and a pbtential national championship — 
coming up next. 

None of the Gators could have been prepared for 
what happened. Within a few hours, Nebraska's 
overwhelming power turned Florida’s greatest sea- 
son into a humiliation. Before the Gators were on 
the buses at Sun Devil Stadium, coach Steve 
Spurrier was suggesting that players would be chal- 
lenged in practice. This is the power that one game 
can have: In one night, the Gators went from a per- 
fect season to having to fight for jobs. 

Bob Stoops, the defensive coordinator who 
came from Kansas State when Bob Pruett became 
the head coach at Marshall, takes over a unit that 
will have to deal with even more scrutiny now. 
Florida's embarrassing defeat was the result of 
breakdowns in every phase of the game, but the 
lingering perception is that more assertive defen- 
sive play can allow the Gators to take the final 
step toward the school’s first national champi- 
onship. 
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There is little time for tinkering — the Sept. 21 
date with Tennessee, at Knoxville, could leave the 
Gators in the back of the pack of a championship 
race. That is the day we will find out if Florida has 
recovered from its painful New Year's hangover. 


The job belongs to Brad Otton now. That is 
what everyone around the Southern California 
program will know when the Trojans open their 
season against Penn State. 

The odd alternating arrangement berween 
Orton and Kyle Wachholtz came to an end in the 
Rose Bowl. Orton's 391 yards against Northwest- 
ern was the third-highest total in Rose Bowl his- 
tory. Wachholtz is gone, and so is the game of 
musical quarterbacks that created even more 
doubt when it was altered after a one-sided defeat 
at Notre Dame. 

USC built a record of 10-1-1 in games Orton 
started, but last season he played in the fourth 
quarter of just three games. Otton’s poise and reli- 
ability, which helped him to an NCAA record 
streak of 202 passes without an interception, will 
be especially important as offensive linemen and 
receivers gain experience at the start of the season. 
He has completed 61,5 percent of his passes for 
2,710 yards at USC, with 20 touchdowns and 
just four interceptions. 


Orton led the comeback from a 21-point 
fourth-quarter deficit at Washington that pro- 
duced a tie and preserved Rose Bowl hopes. Last 
year, he was considered one of the two best quar- 
terbacks on his campus, This year, Otton can aim 
higher than that. 


If nothing else, everything once seemed so 
orderly in the Big Eight. Nebraska would win. 
Oklahoma would win. Nebraska would meet 
Oklahoma and the winner would go to Miami. 
Then Bill McCartney arrived at Colorado and 
things began to change. Then Kansas State and 
Kansas began to rise from the depths. Then miles 
and miles away, Penn State gave up its indepen- 
dent status to join the Big 10, and dominoes 
began to fall all over the place. 

And now? The Big 12 — a marriage of all the 
former Big Eight schools with Texas, Texas A&M, 
Baylor and Texas Tech from the Southwest Con- 
ference — will be the dominant conference in 
college football in its inaugural year. Half of the 
12 schools were ranked in the top 15 of the final 
polls last season, and seven were ranked in the top 
25. (The Big Ten had five ranked teams, and the 
Southeastern conference had four.) 

Seven of the schools now in the Big 12 
appeared in bowl games. (The Big Ten was next 
with six.) The 12 schools produced eight mem- 
bers of The Associated Press All-America first 
team. (The next-highest total was from the Big 
Ten with five.) 

All that was achieved before the new conference 
was intact, before an identity began to grow and 
before the collective attention could have an 
impact on recruiting, The schedule has been 
adjusted to reflect the times: Colorado will play at 
Nebraska on Thanksgiving weekend. When the 
North and South division champions meet in the 
inaugural championship game on Dec. 7 in St. 
Louis, the Big 12 could overshadow the South- 
eastern Conference championship game to be 
played that night. 
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It was February in Kentucky, the last time that 
football would normally inspire any discussion, 
But last February was not normal in Lexington. 
Soon after quarterback Tim Couch signed a letter 
of intent, giving the Wildcats the national High 
School Player of the Year, the volume of ticket 
requests led the university to try something new. 

Kentucky conducted a week-long sale of season 
tickets beyond the subscribers that would have a 
chance to renew. In that week, as the basketball 
team progressed through an undefeated league 
season on the way to a national championship, the 
football program sold 1,046 new season tickets. 

Basketball may have once led Bear Bryant to 
leave Lexington, but there's more than enough 
room for Tim Couch. He may choose to play bas- 
ketball for the Wildcats. But the immediate inter- 
est is in the 6-5, 215-pound quarterback from 
Hyden, Ky., who established national high school 
records for completions (872), yards (12,104), 
and touchdowns (133). 

The ability of coach Bill Curry to keep Couch 
within the state is a major breakthrough for a pro- 
gram that was ahead or tied in the fourth quarter 
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in four of its seven losses last year. 

But the growth of Curry’s program can be found 
in the reality that Couch, with all his talent and 
potential, will not necessarily walk into a starting 
job. Billy Jack Haskins, a junior who started the 
last nine games last year, completed 60 percent of 
his passes despite playing with a shoulder separa- 
tion in the last two games. The three leading 
receivers each won track championships in high 
school or junior college. 

The only questions are how soon Couch will be 
throwing to them, and how few tickets Kentucky 
will have left to sell. 
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At some point during the 
eye-opening freshman year of Ricky Williams at 
Texas, his teammates began to call him “Little 
Earl.” The nickname became the most visible oxy- 
moron in Austin. There was nothing little about 
Williams, just as anyone in burnt orange over the 
age of 25 could tell you there was nothing little 
about Earl Campbell. Last year, in a 10-2-1 sea- 
son that finally lent a sense of stability to John 
Mackovic’s program, the impact Williams made 
could be compared to the debut of Campbell in 
1974, 

Williams ran for 990 yards, 62 more than 
Campbell gained in his freshman season. Williams 
had four games with 100 or more rushing yards 
(one more than Campbell) and scored eight rush- 
ing touchdowns (two more). Williams gained 163 
yards, the most of any true freshman in Texas his- 
tory, against a Texas A&M defense that then 
ranked fifth in the nation against the rush 

Williams will ream in the backfield with senior 
Shon Mitchell, a junior college transfer in 1994 
who gained 1,099 yards and scored 10 touch- 
downs last season. The return of quarterback 
James Brown, the Offensive Player of the Year in 
the final season of the Southwest Conference, will 
give direction to a ground game that could take 
the Longhorns all the way to the Big 12 champi- 
onship game, and beyond. 
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facilities at Arizona Strate. Last winter, 
within a month, the Fiesta Bowl for the college 
national championship and a Super Bowl were 


played at Sun Devil Stadium. That level of big- 
time commitment inspires the highest level of 
impatience, the factor that Arizona State will have 
to deal with this season. 

Bruce Snyder has built his program over the 
four seasons since he arrived from the University 
of California. When he arrived, after leading the 
Golden Bears to a 10-2 record in 1991, all those 
facilities had made little difference to the three 
coaches in the previous 12 years. Arizona State 
was all dressed up and going nowhere. 

Last fall, a 6-5 season raised Snyder's overall 
record at Arizona State to 21-23. This is the sea- 
son that Snyder's program has worked to pro- 
duce. The Sun Devils will return 43 of their top 
47 players from a year ago, including Jake Plum- 
mer, the senior quarterback who led the Pacific- 
10 in passing last season. 

Plummer completed 57 percent of his passes 
for 2,222 yards, 17 touchdowns and nine inter- 
ceptions. He is the leader of an offensive unit with 
10 returning starters. Keith Poole, a wide receiver, 
and Juan Roque, the left tackle, are the other two 
returning players from the All-Pac-10 team, The 
defense has nine returning starters. 

The schedule begins with five consecutive 
home games, including defending national cham- 
pion Nebraska on Sept. 21. The 6-5 barrier, the 
record in three of Snyder's four seasons in Tempe, 
is about to be broken. 


to go pl 
Warrick Dunn became known as much for the 
tragedy in his life as he was for his achievements 
at Florida State, At the end of the 1994 season, 
his Most Valuable Player award in the Sugar Bowl 
victory over Florida inspired more stories about 
his abilicy to cope with the death of his mother. 
This may be the year for that balance to change. 
Dunn gained 1,242 rushing yards in 1995 to 
set a school record. He is the first player in Florida 
State history to exceed 1,000 yards in two sea- 
sons. His average of 7.5 yards per carry was sec- 
ond-best in the country. His last-second run at 
Virginia came up inches short of the touchdown 
that would have preserved Florida State's chance 
to play for a national championship. 


39 


Dunn has the greatest potential of any of 
Florida State's cight returning offensive starters. 
His decision to return to the Seminoles for a 
senior season strengthened Florida State's chances 
of competing fora second national championship 
in four seasons, 

If Thad Busby maintains his hold on the num- 
ber 1 spot to succeed Danny Kanell at quarter- 
back, Dunn's game-breaking skills will help 


Busby through the transition period. And if 


Dunn's season includes a stop at the Downtown 
Athletic Club on the day the Heisman Trophy is 
awarded, perhaps he will be known more for what 
he has achieved than for what he has endured. 


career in football began, and the Sooners are 
lucky he did. As impossible as it once was to 
imagine, Oklahoma has come dangerously close 
to disappearing from the radar screen. Howard 
Schnellenberger'’s style appeared an odd match in 
a place that responds far more to substance. 

Now Blake gives them that substance. As an all- 
state player from Sand Springs, Okla., he under- 
stood the recruiting system from the seat opposite 
the coach. As a nose tackle at Oklahoma in the 
early '80s, Blake was part of the group that 
pushed one of Nebraska's finest teams right to the 
edge. 

As a graduate assistant on Barry Switzer's staff 
in 1986 and 1987, Blake began his coaching 
career by working with the defensive line. After a 
year as an offensive assistant at Tulsa, Blake 
returned to Oklahoma for four years before 
spending three seasons as the defensive line coach 
with the Dallas Cowboys. 

He was 34 last winter when Schnellenberger’s 
sudden departure gave Blake the chance to come 
home. His return gives Oklahoma the stability 
that has been missing in a once-dominant pro- 
gram that has become not much more than an 
afterthought. 
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The challenges at Miami were always thought 
to be serious, but they were also considered reach- 
able. The remarkable succession of national 
championship contenders came to an end. That 
could be fixed. An unusually small senior class last 
year left a subde bur significant leadership void. 
That would be fixed. A series of violations led to 
NCAA probation. That was fixed when the one- 
year bowl ban came and went. 

But the murder of Marlin Barnes, a player who 
represented the best of what the Miami program 
can be, leaves his former teammates with a pain 


that cannot go away. Barnes, a linebacker, had 
become the most improved player by the end of 
spring practice. He had overcome the difficulties 
of a one-parent household in the Liberty City sec- 
tion of Miami. Barnes went to military school for 
a year after failing to reach the SAT score required 
by NCAA rules. He was involved in the commu- 
nity. 

The Miami program, in its greatest moments, 
was marked by the closeness of players from unit 
to unit and generation to generation. That close- 
ness will be tested now in a way Miami has never 
known. 

Under Butch Davis, who inherited the proba- 
tion situation but has always been willing to look 
beyond it, the Hurricanes will have to deal with 
reduced scholarship limits as they try to rebuild 
the team, They will have to lean on each other as 
they try to rebuild their strength. For Miami, 
maybe more than anywhere else, forward is the 


only way left to go. 
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— | Now it sounds funny to 
think how many questions sur- 

rounded the Colorado program a year ago when 
Rick Neuheisel was about to begin his first year as 
a head coach at the age of 34. A 10-2 record will 
answer a lot of questions ina short period of time. 
But so will the sense of imagination and adven- 
ture around the Buffaloes, 

Neuheisel’s stamp on the program, in the cyes 
of a national audience, was made by the way the 
Buffaloes took a bus from their dressing room to 
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the far end of Folsom Field before the Nebraska 
game so they could enter the field through the 
student section. 

The entrance did not help them beat the 
Huskers (hot-air balloon trips from Pike’s Peak 
would not have helped, either), but it did estab- 
lish an identity, Neuheisel’s second season would 
be helped more by the successful return of quar- 
terback Koy Detmer from knee surgery. Detmer's 
injury in the victory over Texas A&M, followed 
by the controversial and unsuccessful return two 
weeks later against Kansas, was the most serious 
setback of Neuheisel’s first season. 

Detmer is scheduled to return in time for pre- 
season drills to add his experience as one of nine 
returning offensive starters. Colorado's game with 


Michigan on Sept. 14 will be a rematch of one of 


the great college games of the decade, and its 
meeting with Nebraska at Lincoln on Nov. 29 
may be a decisive game in the jockeying for a 
national championship. 
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~ ) First, Gerry DiNardo had to 
—_—i learn the language. There are 
few college towns that force 
you to consider a language barrier anymore. 


Nearly all of them now have the same fast-food 
places, the same overpriced coffechouses and the 


same book store chains. Baton Rouge is one of the 
exceptions, 

When DiNardo came to Louisiana State as the 
head coach in December, 1994 and pledged to 
bring back the magic to Tiger Stadium, there 
were more than a few skeptics. They looked at an 
odd marriage — a kid from Brooklyn, from St. 
Francis Prep and from Notre Dame, promising to 
return excitement to a southern institution. They 
looked at a pedigree that included the word Van- 
derbilt, a four-year record of 18-26, and won- 


dered — loudly — if this was the leader to bring 
LSU back where it belonged. 

But DiNardo learned the language, and they 
learned his. Within six weeks, DiNardo con- 
vinced a cornerstone recruit, Kevin Faulk, to stay 
within the state. Faulk gained 852 yards last sea- 
son and rushed for 234 in the Independence 


Bowl victory over Michigan State. Outsiders 
could say “Shreveport” and scoff, but Tiger fans 
were celebrating the first winning season and first 
bowl game since 1988. 

The skeptics that minimized the improvements 
DiNardo brought to Vanderbilt had overlooked 
another line on the coach’s resume. DiNardo had 
been an assistant when Colorado rose from the 
depths of the Big Eight. As the intensity returned 
to Tiger Stadium, DiNardo’s pledge began to 
sound a lot like that of another former Colorado 
assistant, Gary Barnett, who went to Northwest- 
ern and promised to take the purple to Pasadena. 

LSU was back in its white home jerseys last 
year. The average home attendance was 74,358, 
and T-shirts began to salute a coach named 
“DiNardeaux.” The magic show has just gotten 

started. 


~~ () three-peat? 


In the sadness that turned 
Nebraska's spring game into an outdoor wake two 
days after the death of Brook Berringer in the 
crash of a small plane, there was just one moment 
when Tom Osborne's eyes showed any sense of 
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excitement. It came when the coach evaluated the 
play of the defensive unit and the possibilities for 
the fall. Clearly, after a season of controversy and 
a time of shock and grief, Osborne was looking 
forward to the changes that would come. 

For all the things that were written and said 
about the Cornhuskers last season, the most over- 
looked aspect of the Nebraska season was a defen- 
sive unit that quietly progressed into a dominant 
group. 

Terrell Farley, a junior college transfer, became 
a starting linebacker, led the Cornhuskers in tack- 
les and returned two interceptions for touch- 
downs. Jared Tomich, a defensive end, became an 
All-American, Grant Wistrom, the other defen- 
sive end, was third-team All-America. Michael 
Booker, a first-year starter at cornerback last sea- 
son, returned an interception 42 yards for a 
touchdown in the Fiesta Bowl and was voted the 
game's Most Valuable Defensive Player. Mike 
Minter, the safety whose career was threatened by 
a torn ligament in his left knee evo seasons ago, 
returned become the quarterback of the 
defense and was second in tackles. 

Much of the focus of this season will be the 
progress of Scott Frost at quarterback and the 
emergence of Ahman Green as a leader at I-back. 
But the overwhelming defensive strength of the 
Cornhuskers, a secret no longer, may eventually 
inspire Nebraska entrepreneurs to plan for those 
“3-Peat” T-shirts. 

This Husker season will have a very different 
script, but you may have the feeling you've 
already scen the ending. 
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ormally, crunch time comes late in the 

‘season as old rivalries are renewed and 

conference championships and bowl 
matchups are decided in November. We'll see 
more of that again this year, but September offers 
a few games that should impact heavily on where 
teams rank in the final polls. 

The three Saturdays beginning Sept. 14 have 
national implications that will last throughout 
the season. So pay attention early this year. Don't 
wait until October to start following the games or 
you will miss some very important events. 

On Sept. 14, Michigan visits Colorado. No con- 
ference titles will be at stake, but as many as 10 posi- 
tions in the polls will be. If the Buffaloes lose, beat- 
ing Nebraska to end the season wont land them in 
the national championship game. Likewise, if the 
Wolverines come up short, the Rose Bow! won't 
harbor any potential national champions, either. 

The next weekend (Sept. 21) is huge. Florida 
and Tennessee battle in Knoxville in a winner- 


take-all setting. The loser should forget about the 
national championship or even the SEC crown. 
The winner will cruise to the SEC Championship 
Game and will be favored. The loser will play for 
a berth in a non-alliance New Year's Day bowl. 

It may not sound important now, but Nebraska 
returns to the desert on Sept. 21. The last time 
the Cornhuskers were in Tempe, Jan. 2 in the 
Fiesta Bowl, the game was no contest as they 
routed Florida 62-24 for the national title. Also, 
the last time the Huskers played Arizona State, it 
was no contest (77-28 last September in Lin- 
coln). However, Tommie Frazier orchestrated 
both games. This year's clash will be an early test 
for new quarterback Scott Frost. 

Two more Top 10 teams square off on Sept. 21: 
‘Texas and Notre Dame in Austin. The Irish demol- 
ished the Longhorns in South Bend last fall, and 
revenge is in order but not likely. The following 
week (Sept. 28), the Irish host Ohio State, so Notre 
Dame's fate will be decided before October this year, 


Realistically, we can narrow the 1996 field to a 
half-dozen title contenders. Although we are sug- 
gesting the national championship will be decided 
in New Orleans berween Nebraska and Tennessee, 
any of the six teams above have a legitimate chance. 

Tennessee has the best shot. Outscoring Florida's 
explosive attack in September will propel the Vol- 
unteers on their way. The Vols boast Peyton Man- 
ning, the best quarterback in the game, and 1,000- 
yard runner Jay Graham. They also feature an ath- 
letic defense with a talented and experienced sec- 
ondary to slow the Gators’ offense. 

We've seen how restructuring the SEC into 
divisions has affected some of the league's rival- 
ries. The same thing is sure to happen in the Big 
12. ‘Tennessee-Alabama, historically one of the 
South's most heated rivalries, has been overshad- 
owed by Tennessee-Florida. Likewise, the Okla- 
homa-Nebraska rivalry will be upstaged by 
Nebraska-Colorado and Texas-Oklahoma. The 
season finale in Lincoln against the Buffs, not the 
Cornhuskers’ date with the Sooners, will deter- 
mine the Northern Division champion. 

Nebraska's defense will be even stronger than last 
year, when it stonewalled Florida. But as one writer 
observed after spring practice, “It’s obvious Tommie 
Frazier has left the building.” We'll see how quickly 
Frost, the heralded Stanford transfer, develops. 

Once Notre Dame gets past Texas and Ohio 
State in September, Washington visits on Oct. 12. 
Other than thar, the Irish should cruise through 
the season until they make the trip west to Los 
Angeles, USC hasn't beaten Notre Dame in how 
many years now? Thirteen, is i? The Irish cer- 
tainly have the offense to make a run — or pass 
— at the title, but quarterback Ron Powlus will 
have to play at the level most observers projected 
when he came out of high school. That's a level 
Powlus has yet to reach. 

Florida State, like Notre Dame, signs elite fresh- 
men classes every February. So, losing a player here 
or there doesn’t seem to make much difference. 
Take Danny Kanell, the Seminoles’ record-setting 
quarterback last year, for instance. He's gone, but 
there are few worries in Tallahassee. Thad Busby, 


National. 
Contenders 


. Tennessee 

. Nebraska 
Notre Dame 
. Florida State 
. Colorado 

. Florida 
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the No. 4 recruit on Ashlon’s list in 1993 is antsy 
to play, as is Dan Kendra, Athlon’s No. 1 freshman 
last year. Bobby Bowden's offense shouldn't miss a 
beat. 

Why aren't the Seminoles rated No. 1? They 
have to go through Miami and then host Florida 
in November. Also, the ACC is getting stronger, 
and Virginia proved last year that Florida State is 
not invincible. The game to watch is the Semi- 
noles’ visit to Atlanta after successive games 
against Miami and Virginia. Georgia Tech will be 
primed for an upset. 

The team most likely to win a national tourna- 
ment would probably be Colorado, especially if it 
were a double-elimination format. But, sorry, 
Buffalo fans, one loss and you're out. Colorado 
returns 17 starters and will need all of them con- 
sidering the Buffs will play the toughest schedule 
of any of this year's national title contenders. 

Colorado's upcoming opponents were a com- 
bined 81—48-1 last year, and six of the teams were 
ranked in the Top 17 last January by Ath/on. Four 
are coming off 10-win seasons, two others won nine 
games and another eight. Colorado faces four teams 
in our Top 16 plus Kansas and Kansas State, ranked 
No. 26 and 27. If the Buffaloes run the table, then 
beat ‘Texas in the Big 12 Championship Game, it 
would be a tragedy for them not to win the national 
crown. We see Colorado having a great team but 
slipping up somewhere along the way. 

Steve Spurrier must regroup his charges follow- 
ing the thrashing they took at the hands of 
Nebraska on Jan, 2. You have to go back to 1984 
to find the last time Florida beat both Tennessee 
and Florida State on the road the same season. 
Doing that again would place a No. 1 ranking 
well within Florida's reach, Incidentally, in ’84, a 
year the Gators were on probation, they also 
defeated Syracuse, Auburn and Georgia, after los- 
ing to Miami in the season opener. 

Florida has been to all four SEC Championship 
Games, and you can believe the Gators have Sept. 
21 circled on their calendars. They will not allow 
the four-game string to be broken easily. 


. Michigan 
USC 
. Texas 
Clemson 
Virginia Tech 
The next echelon of teams should come up 
short in their quest for the national title bur will 
play in big games on New Year's Day. 


Michigan should be on top of the vastly im- 
proved Big 10 in December. The Wolverines will 
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win with defense. Nose tackle William Carr, line- 
backer Jarrett Irons, and defensive backs Clarence 
Thompson and Charles Woodson are familiar 
names. But if Michigan ventures to the Rose 
Bowl as expected, the name Clarence Williams 
will be a household name by November. He is 
Tim Biakabutuka’s replacement at tailback. 

The Wolverines’ opponent in the Rose Bowl 
will be a familiar one. Southern California is the 
top team on the West Coast, At first glance, 
USC's schedule looks like a bookend season, 
beginning with Penn State in the Kickoff Classic 
and ending with games against UCLA and Notre 
Dame. However, winning at Arizona State in 
October and beating Washington at the Coli- 
seum in November will earn the Trojans the berth 
in the Rose Bowl. 

On Nov, 29, Texas will play Texas A&M as 
Nebraska hosts Colorado. The following week, 
the winners will meet in St. Louis. Sounds like a 
playoff system brewing to us. Texas will be better 
than the Aggies but not better than the Northern 
Division champ, whoever it is. 

Clemson made a lot of noise by going 5-0 on 
the road last year. But a closer look reveals only two 
of those teams, Maryland and Georgia Tech, had 
winning records (both were 6-5). Clemson has the 
only returning quarterback in the ACC, and Ray- 
mond Priester is an all-star caliber runner. 

We expect Virginia Tech to win the three-team 
race in the Big East. A major bowl will be the 
reward, not a major title. 


Wins Are 
Enough 


Penn State 
Ohio State 
Syracuse 
Washington 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 
Miami 
Northwestern 
Auburn 
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13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
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od be 


Winning eight games earns a decent bowl bid 
and practically ensures a ranking in the Top 25. 
These teams will be listed when the final rankings 
come out, but they won't be among the elite. Most 
of their bowl games will be played in 1996, not ’97. 

Joe Paterno will struggle with a strong confer- 
ence schedule while breaking in a new offense. 
However, Penn State's entire lincbacking corps 


and secondary return, Ohio State will be right 
with the Nittany Lions defensively with 10 
starters back. But John Cooper will work with a 
new backfield and receivers. 

Syracuse, Washington and Alabama will be 
runners-up in their respective conferences. Texas 
A&M will be the bridesmaid in the Southern 
Division of the Big 12. At Syracuse, there exists 
team chemistry similar to that which propelled 
the school’s basketball team to the NCAA Finals 
last April. One would guess the Orangemen 
would love a shot at Kentucky in the Sugar Bowl 
for the football championship. Washington has a 
solid nucleus, but recruiting limitations the last 
two years will begin to affect their depth. Its a 
familiar story at Alabama: a dominant defense 
but questions about a playmaker on offense. 

We're starting to see a trend here. Texas A&M 
features a mature, talented defense, too. Do you get 
the idea that defenses will dominate games this sea- 
son? They probably will, at least in the early going 
while young quarterbacks like Frost at Nebraska 
and Branndon Stewart at Texas A&M get their legs 
under them, and many teams rebuild offenses. 

The Badgers are back. With cight starters return- 
ing on each side of the ball, home stands against 
Northwestern and Penn State, and no Michigan on 
the schedule, Wisconsin should show the prowess 
that garnered it a Rose Bowl victory following the 
1993 season. A strong November should net the 
Badgers five wins and a nice bowl trip. 

The arrogant swagger is gone at Miami — par- 
tally legislated out, partially coached out and par- 
tially, well, because the Hurricanes just aren't as 
good anymore. Miami does have 10 starters back 
on each side. Four wins and an off week precede the 
Florida State game. Watch out, Bobby Bowden. 

No more surprises from the team in purple. 
Northwestern is now a big game on everyone's 
schedule. So be ready, Mr. Barnett. We think the 
Wildcats will be prepared, at least enough to win 
eight games before their (annual?) bow! trip. Fifth 
in the Big 10 translates to 20th nationally. 

Although sanctions have caused personnel short- 
ages affecting depth, Auburn has three guaranteed 
non-conference wins and a talented, experienced 
defense, which should land the Tigers in the Top 25. 


On the Bubble 
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Georgia Tech 
East Carolina 
Arizona State 
Utah 

Kansas 
Kansas State 
LSU 
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One wind shift, one funny bounce, one slip on 
wet turf or one twist of a knee is all that could 
separate the first bubble team from the last. 
Expect four of these teams to make the final list 
in January. 

Georgia Tech is an improving team in an 
improving conference and should carn the respect 
worthy of a Top 25 team. 

East Carolina has a favorable schedule and 
should get its name on the list, and Arizona State 
and LSU are rapidly on the upswing. The Sun 
Devils will make it into the Top 25 this year, We 
predict LSU is a year away. 

Utah will win the WAC, earning its way onto 
the list. Kansas and Kansas State may be the best 
two teams in this group, but a demanding con- 
ference schedule will prevent either team from 
posting an impressive record. 


Outside Looking In 
29. San Diego State 
30. Maryland 
31. Cincinnati 
32. Texas Tech 
33. Stanford 
34. Georgia 
35. West Virginia 
36. Virginia 
37. Michigan State 
38. lowa 
39. BYU 
40. Arizona 


We expect that most of these teams will vault 
into the weekly polls during the season, but they 
won't be there for extended stays. 

If San Diego State outplays Utah in the WAC 
Championship Game, the Aztecs will sneak in, 
Cincinnati may have the most victories by sea- 
son's end but still not enough quality wins to 
influence voters to place the Bearcats among the 
nation’s Top 30 teams. 

The other teams listed face too much competi- 
tion within their respective conferences to be 
ranked higher, but the lines separating squads at 
this level get extremely thin, 

Maryland, ‘Texas Tech and Stanford have long 
shots at making the final Top 25 poll. Maryland 
coach Mark Duffner suffered through a rocky sea- 
son while building a solid foundation for the future. 

‘Texas Tech steps into a minefield of a conference 
(Big 12) and needs only one well-placed upset to 
impress voters. And while Stanford's turnaround a 
year ago was less dramatic than Northwestern’, it 
was almost as meaningful to the Cardinal program. 


Purple Meter 


Last season, Northwestern coach Gary Barnett stunned the free world 
by delivering on his promise to take the Purple to Pasadena. Athion, along 
with every other major poll, had Northwestern ranked in the high seven- 
ties. The Athlon Purple Meter recognizes teams that could be the next 
Northwestern and surprise everyone by rising high in the polls. 

Purpletude is measured on a scale of 1 to 100, with 100 being the best 
chance of climbing from the depths of college football to a No. 4 ranking. 
For its charge last season, we would rate the Wildcats a 93. Earning a rat- 
ing of 100 would have meant an undefeated season and a national cham- 
pionship. A Rose Bowl win would have earned a 97. A climb like North- 
western’s happens, maybe, once every 10 years. As you can see, the rat- 
ings — or should we say expectations — are not very high this year. 
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Conference Predictions 


ACC Athion All-ACC Team 


WR Andre Cooper 6-2 194 Sr. Florida State 
Offensive Pl WR Octavus Barnes 6=1 182 Jr. North Carolina 
of the Year aaer TE Freddie Jones 6-5 255 Sr. North Carolina 
% ' OL Darryl Gilliam 6-5 321 Jr. Maryland 
Florida State RB Warrick Dunn OL Jeff Saturday 6-3 280 Jr. North Carolina 
Defensive Player OL Jeremy Raley 6-3 270 Sr. Virginia 
of the Year y OL Glenn Rountree 6-3 294 Jr. Clemson 
ine OL Eric Greenstein 6-2 300 Sr. Maryland 
Virginia CB Ronde Barber QB Nealon Greene 5-14 194 Jr. Clemson 
RB Warrick Dunn 5-9 185 Sr. Florida State 
H+ RB Tiki Barber 5-10 195 Sr. Virginia 
Order of Fun perenee 
r inish DL _Greg Ellis 6-6 260 Jr. North Carolina 
= DL Reinard Wilson 6-2 255 Sr. Florida State 
1. Florida State DL Eric Ogbogu 6-4 245 Ir. Maryland 
2 Clemson DL Todd White 6-2 265 Sr. Virginia 
I 2 LB Anthony Simmons 6-1 213 So. Clemson 
3. Georgia Tech LB —_—Kivuusama Mays 6-4 240 J. North Carolina 
LB Daryl Bush 6-2 230 Jr. Florida State 
2 Maryland DB Ronde Barber 5-10 180 Sr. Virginia 
. Virginia DB Nathan Perryman 5-9 191 Sr. Georgia Tech 
5 DB A.J. Johnson 5-10 170 Sr. Maryland 
- North Carolina DB Dexter McCleon 5-10 196 Sr. Clemson 
. N.C. State SPECIALISTS 
. Duke KR Antwuan Wyatt 5-11 197 Sr. Clemson 
PR Dee Feaster 5-9 175 So. Florida State 
Wake Forest PK _Rafael Garcia 5-14 195 Sr. Virginia 
P Will Brice 6-5 204 Sr. Virginia 
[=] 
Big = ast Athlon All-Big East Team 
OFFENSE 
WR Rashaan Vanterpool 5-11 185 Sr. West Virginia 
Offensive Player WR Steve Everson 5-10 162 Jr. Boston College 
of the Year i Hort ae Ss ox & oe a 
ae ay Hagoo I. irginia Tec 
Miami Center K.C. Jones OL _ Billy Conaty 6-3 306 Sr. Virginia Tech 
Defensive Player OL Mark Nori 6-4 294 Sr. Boston College 
of the Year OL K.C, Jones 6-2 261 Sr. Miami 
Virginia Tech DE Cornell Brown fe Pear GB 2 a = Ee 
RB Danyell Ferguson 6-0 200 Sr. Miami 
P redi ct e d RB Billy West 5-10 205 Jr, Pittsburgh 
= DEFENSE 
Order of Finish DL Cornell Brown 6-2 240 Sr. Virginia Tech 
DL Kenny Holmes 6-4 247 Sr Miami 
tere fe DL Kenard Lang 6-4 251 Jr. Miami 
1. Virginia Tech DL _Nick Gianacakos 6-4 269 Sr. Boston College 
2. Syracuse Pee ee 8 ee 
. Miami LB Brandon Semones 6-0 202 Sr. Virginia Tech 
H DB Kevin Abrams 5-8 158 Sr. Syracuse 
. West Virginia DB Donovin Darius 6-1 204 Jr. Syracuse 
. Boston College DB _Torrian Gray 6-0 200 Sr. Virginia Tech 
i Pittsburgh DB Daryl Porter 5-9 189 Sr. Boston College 
Rut SPECIALISTS 
. Rutgers KR Jim Turner 6-4 205 Jr. Syracuse 
. Tem ple PR Kenyatta Watson 5-10 180 Sr. _ Boston College 
K Chris Ferencik 5-10 170 So. Pittsburgh 
P Sean Reali 5-10 192 Sr. Syracuse 
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Conference Predictions 


Big 10 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Ohio State OT Orlando Pace 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Northwestern LB Pat Fitzgerald 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 
1. Michigan 
2. Penn State 
3. Ohio State 
. Wisconsin 
. Northwestern 
. Michigan State 
lowa 
. Illinois 
. Minnesota 
10. Purdue 
11. Indiana 


Big 12 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


lowa State RB Troy Davis 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Kansas State CB Chris Canty 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 


North 

1. Nebraska 

2. Colorado 

3. Kansas 

4. Kansas State 
5. lowa State 
6. Missouri 
South 

1. Texas 

2. Texas A&M 
3. Texas Tech 
4. Baylor 

5. Oklahoma 

6. Oklahoma State 


Athion All-Big 10 Team 


D'Wayne Bates 
Ryan Thelwell 
Keith Olsommer 
Orlando Pace 
LeShun Daniels 
Brian Kardos 
Rod Payne 
Jerry Wunsch 
Wally Richardson 
Darnell Autry 
Sedrick Shaw 


Mike Vrabel 
Tarek Saleh 
Matt Rice 
Nate Davis 
Pat Fitzgerald 
Jarrett Irons 
Reggie Garnett 
Shawn Springs 
Rodney Heath 
Brian Miller 
Clarence Thompson 


Brian Musso 
Derrick Mason 
Brett Conway 
Nick Gallery 


Athlon All-Big 12 Team 


Mike Adams 
Kevin Lockett 
Pat Fitzgerald 
Chris Naeole 
Dan Neil 
Chris Dishman 
Aaron Taylor 
Calvin Collins 
Koy Detmer 
Troy Davis 
Ahman Green 


Jared Tomich 
Brandon Mitchell 
Chris Akins 
Grant Wistrom 
Matt Russell 
Tyrell Peters 
Terrell Farley 
Chris Canty 
Bryant Westbrook 
Joe Gordon 
DeMontie Cross 


R.W. McQuarters 
Dane Johnson 
Phil Dawson 
Brian Lewis 


OFFENSE 
6-2 208 
6-2 180 
6-4 248 
6-6 320 
6-2 285 
6-2 298 
6-4 285 
6-6 315 
6-4 222 
5-11 209 
6-1 195 

DEFENSE 

255 
6-3 236 
6-3 270 
6-5 285 
6-2 233 
6-1 231 
6-1 228 
6-0 185 
5-10 170 
5-9 186 
6-1 198 

SPECIALISTS 

6-1 185 
5-11 190 
6-2 188 
6-4 239 


OFFENSE 
6-1 187 
6-1 180 
6-2 225 
6-4 295 
6-2 285 
6-3 310 
6-1 305 
6-3 290 
6-1 185 
5-8 190 
6-0 210 

DEFENSE 
6-2 260 
6-4 275 
6-1 292 
6-5 250 
6-2 245 
6-0 223 
6-1 205 
5-10 190 
6-0 195 
5-9 180 
6-4 209 

SPECIALISTS 
5-11 185 
5-11 179 
5-11 187 
6-2 220 


AY 


HLON 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
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Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 

Northwestern 

Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 

Northwestern 

lowa 


Ohio State 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Indiana 
Northwestern 
Michigan 
Michigan St. 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
Michigan 


Northwestern 
Michigan St. 
Penn State 
lowa 


Texas 
Kansas State 
Texas 
Colorado 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Colorado 
lowa State 
Nebraska 


Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Texas 
Kansas State 
Missouri 


Oklahoma St. 
Texas Tech 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
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Big West 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Utah State RB Abu Wilson 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Nevada LB Deshone Myles 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 


. Utah State 
. Nevada 
. New Mexico State 
. North Texas 
. Boise State 
Idaho 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Cincinnati KR Robert Tate 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Louisville LB Tyrus McCloud 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 


1. Cincinnati 
. Louisville 
Southern Miss 


Houston 
Memphis 
6. Tulane 


Conference Predictions 


Athion All-Big West Team 


OFFENSE 
Duane Gregory 6-1 190 
Damond Wilkins 6-2 180 
Charles Birdwell 6-4 240 
Jim Breckenridge 6-4 280 
Keelin Boulware 6-4 285 
Robert Waddle 6-3 280 
Richard Zenk 6-5 274 
Jeff Hadwick 6-4 250 
Patrick Mullins 6-4 211 
Denvis Manns 5-9 190 
Abu Wilson 6-1 207 
DEFENSE 
Danilo Robinson 6-1 250 
Sione Fufato 6-2 285 
Chris Wing 6-3 235 
Andy Martinez 6-1 280 
Mike Crawford 6-2 240 
David Gill 6-0 230 
Deshone Myles 6-3 215 
Darnell Hasson 6-0 175 
Avery Wright 5-10 185 
James Johnson 6-0 180 
Antoine Chambers 5-11 187 
SPECIALISTS 
Tubby Coleman 5-10 165 
Jason Bandy 5-8 179 
Micah Knorr 6-1 179 
Nathan Morreale 5-11 190 


Athion All-C-USA Team 


OFFENSE 
Miguel Montano 5-10 181 
Charles West 5-9 185 
Cory Geason 6-4 245 
Jason Fabini 6-7 300 
Cyril Brockmeier 6-7 304 
Ken Newton 6-3 268 
Darryl Terrell 6-5 310 
Steve Misetic 6-5 277 
Chuck Clements 6-3 200 
Orlando Smith 6-1 245 
Jamaican Dartez 5-7 187 
DEFENSE 
Darrius Felder 6-5 269 
Kendrick Gholston 6-3 249 
Robert Brown 6-3 255 
Keith Cook 6-5 267 
Brad Jackson 6-2 205 
Tyrus McCloud 6-2 251 
Richard Hogans 6-2 235 
Sam Garnes 64 215 
Sam Madison 5-11 174 
Rod Thomas 6-2 189 
Rico Clark 5-10 178 
SPECIALISTS 
Robert Tate 5-10 190 
Kendrick Lee 5-9 170 
Eric Richards 5-8 160 
Steve Smith 5-9 164 


ATHLON 


Jr. New Mexico State 
Sr. Nevada 
So. New Mexico State 
Sr. New Mexico State 
Sr. New Mexico State 
Jr. North Texas 
Sr. Idaho 
Sr, Nevada 
Sr. Utah State 
So. New Mexico State 
Sr. Utah State 
Sr. Utah State 
Sr. Boise State 
Sr. Boise State 
Sr. New Mexico State 
Sr. Nevada 
Sr. Utah State 
Jr. Nevada 
Sr. Nevada 
Sr. North Texas 
Sr. Nevada 
Sr. Idaho 
So. North Texas 
Sr. Utah State 
Sr. Utah State 
Sr. Utah State 
Jr. Louisville 
Sr. Houston 
Jr. Tulane 
Jr. Cincinnati 
Sr. Tulane 
Sr. Memphis 
Sr. Southern Miss 
Sr. Louisville 
Sr. Houston 
Jr. Cincinnati 
So. Tulane 
Sr. Cincinnati 
wr. Louisville 
Jr. Southern Miss 
Sr. Tulane 
Jr, Cincinnati 
Sr. Louisville 
Sr. Memphis 
Sr. Cincinnati 
Sr. Louisville 
Sr. Southern Miss 
Sr. Louisville 
Sr. Cincinnati 
Sr. Southern Miss 
Jr. Cincinnati 
Sr. Cincinnati 
FOOTBALL 
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LAC 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Toledo RB Wasean Tait 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Ball State P Brad Maynard 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 


1. Miami (Ohio) 

2. Toledo 

3. Ball State 
Central Michigan 


4. 
5. Bowling Green 
6. Eastern Michigan 
7. Western Michigan 
8. Ohio 
9. Kent 

10. Akron 


Pac-10 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Arizona State OT Juan Roque 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


USC DT Darrell Russell 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 
1. USC 
2. Washington 
3. Arizona State 
4. Stanford 


5. Arizona 
6. Oregon 
7. UCLA 
8. Washington State 
9. California 
10. Oregon State 


Athion All-MAC Team 


Tony Knox 
Tremayne Banks 
0.). Santiago 
Mike Bird 

Tony Roush 
Scott Rehberg 
Joe Lewandowski 
Matt Gregory 
Charlie Batch 
Wasean Tait 
Astron Whatley 


Chris Rawson 
Kevin Kwiatkowski 
Brian Williams 
Jason Holmes 
Dee Osborne 
Kenyon Harper 
Rick Lucas 
Quincy Wright 
Craig Dues 
Ernest Perry 
Tony Britt 


Silas Massey Ill 
Tremane Banks 
Justin Ventura 
Brad Maynard 


OFFENSE 
5-9 170 
5-10 180 
6-7 239 
6-2 295 
6-3 305 
6-8 320 
6-2 285 
6-3 250 
6-2 210 
5-8 175 
5-8 177 

DEFENSE 
6-4 246 
6-4 250 
5-11 221 
6-3 251 
6-2 215 
6-3 225 
6-2 210 
6-1 190 
6-0 188 
5-11 190 
5-10 162 

SPECIALISTS 
5-8 175 
5-10 180 
5-10 165 
6-1 175 


. Western M ichigan 


Miami 

Kent 

Miami 

Ball State 

Central Michigan 

Western Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
Toledo 

Kent 


Western Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 

Miami 

Miami 

Miami 

Western Michigan 
Central Michigan 

Toledo 

Miami 

Kent 


Central Michigan 
Miami 

Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 


Athion All-Pac-10 Team 


Keith Poole 
Larry Parker 
Josh Wilcox 

Juan Roque 

Paul Wiggins 
Scott Sanderson 
Tarik Glenn 

Benji Olson 

Jake Plummer 
Rashaan Shehee 
Anthony Bookman 


Darrell Russell 
Matt Keneley 
Mark Schmidt 

Joe Salave'a 

Ink Aleaga 

Scott Von der Ahe 
James Darling 
Dayion McCutcheon 
Mitchell Freedman 
Kelly Malveaux 
Kenny Wheaton 


Damon Dunn 
Paul Guidry 
Ryan Longwell 
Chris Sailer 


OFFENSE 
6-2 185 
6-2 190 
6-3 247 
6-8 319 
6-4 305 
6-7 286 
6-6 345 
6-4 300 
6-2 190 
5-11 200 
5-9 180 

DEFENSE 

320 
6-5 285 
6-3 281 
6-4 276 
6-2 225 
6-0 247 
6-1 245 
5-11 175 
6-0 192 
5-9 176 
5-9 182 

SPECIALISTS 

5-10 175 
5-10 175 
6-0 180 
5-10 188 


Arizona State 
USC 

Oregon 
Arizona State 
Oregon 
Wash. State 
California 
Washington 
Arizona State 
Washington 
Stanford 


USC 

USC 

Oregon 
Arizona 
Washington 
Arizona State 
Wash. State 
USC 

Arizona State 
Arizona 
Oregon 


Stanford 
UCLA 
California 
UCLA 


53 


Conference Predictions 


SEC 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Tennessee QB Peyton Manning 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Florida DB Lawrence Wright 


Predicted 


Order of Finish 


East 

1. Tennessee 

2. Florida 

3. Georgia 

4. South Carolina 
5. Vanderbilt 


6. Kentucky 
West 

1. Alabama 
2 oes 


4. Arkansas 
5. Mississippi State 
6. Ole Miss 


WAC 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


San Diego State WR Will Blackwell 
Defensive Player 

of the Year 

Utah FS Harold Lusk 


Predicted 
Order of Finish 


Mountain 
Division 
1. Utah 
2. BYU 
3. TCU 


Pacific 

Division 

1. San Diego St. 
2. Wyoming 

3. Air Force 

4. Fresno State 
5. Colorado St. 
6. Hawaii 

7. San Jose St. 
8. UNLV 


4. Tulsa 

5. Rice 

6. New Mexico 
7. SMU 

8. UTEP 


Athion All-SEC Team 


Joey Kent 

Ike Hilliard 

Kris Mangum 
Donnie Young 
Jeff Mitchell 
Leonard Thomas 
Skip Joyce 
Jamar Nesbit 
Peyton Manning 
Jay Graham 
Kevin Faulk 


Jimmy Brumbaugh 
Leonard Little 
Henry Taylor 

Mark Smith 
Marcellus Mostella 
Dwayne Rudd 
Dwayne Curry 
Kevin Jackson 
Lawrence Wright 
Corey Johnson 
Ben Washington 


Reide} Anthony 
Chris McCranie 
Jeff Hall 

Chad Kessler 


Athion All-WAC Team 


Will Blackwell 
Marcus Harris 
Chad Lewis 
Steve Scifres 
Larry Moore 
Ryan Tucker 
Keith Chiles 
Brandon Turner 
Beau Morgan 
George Jones 
Len Sexton 


Ndukwe Kalu 
Cameron Curry 
Matt Harper 
Michael Comer 
Shay Muirbrook 
Craig Swann 
Craigus Thompson 
Harold Lusk 
Ricky Parker 
Jeremy Bunch 
Omar Stoutmire 


Michael Reeder 
Tucker Phillips 
Az Hakim 
James Dye 


OFFENSE 
6-1 184 
5-11 182 
6-5 240 
6-4 299 
64 285 
6-2 294 
6-2 290 
6-4 303 
6-5 215 
6-0 206 
5-10 195 

DEFENSE 
6-1 266 
6-3 230 
6-1 274 
6-3 229 
6-3 235 
6-2 232 
6-3 248 
6-1 200 
6-1 209 
5-11 190 
5-11 196 

SPECIALISTS 
5-11 176 
5-11 185 
6-0 182 
6-1 197 


OFFENSE 
6-0 180 
6-2 214 
6-6 235 
6-5 291 
6-3 290 
6-6 290 
6-0 340 
6-3 283 
5-11 187 
5-9 210 
5-10 175 

DEFENSE 
6-4 245 
6-5 260 
6-6 255 
5-9 260 
6-1 235 
5-11 230 
6-1 230 
6-0 193 
6-1 205 
6-0 207 
5-11 195 

SPECIALISTS 
6-0 165 
6-2 210 
5-10 175 
5-9 150 
ATHLON 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 


So. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


Jr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Tennessee 
Florida 

Ole Miss 
Florida 
Florida 
Auburn 
Ole Miss 
S. Carolina 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
LSU 


Auburn 
Tennessee 
S. Carolina 

Arkansas 
Auburn 
Alabama 
Miss. State 
Alabama 

Florida 

Georgia 
S. Carolina 


Florida 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
LSU 


San Diego St. 
Wyoming 
BYU 
Wyoming 
BYU 

TCU 

SMU 

New Mexico 
Air Force 

San Diego St. 
Wyoming 


Rice 

Air Force 

TCU 

UTEP 

BYU 

SMU 

San Diego St. 
Utah 

San Diego St. 
Tulsa 

Fresno State 


TCU 
Rice 
San Diego St. 
BYU 
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Oascnt Hone 


Athlon’s 


DL Brandon Mitchell 


DL Darrell Russell 
LB Pat Fitzgerald 


6-4, 275 
6-4, 320 
6-2, 233 


OFFENSE 
: WR_ Will Blackwell 6-0,180 Jr. San Diego State 
; < WR_ Joey Kent 6-1,184 Sr. Tennessee 
i TE Pat Fitzgerald 6-2,225 Sr. Texas 
OL Orlando Pace 6-6,320 Jr. Ohio State 
P OL Juan Roque 6-8,319 Sr. Arizona State 
OL Chris Naeole 6-4, 295 Sr. Colorado 
Whoever coined the phrase “the more things change, the more OL Aaron Taylor 6-1,305 Jr. Nebraska 
they remain the same” must have been a college football fan. QB Peyton Manning 6-5,215 Jr. Tennessee 
= RB Troy Davis 5-8,190 Jr. lowa State 
The more players who graduate — or forgo graduation — to RB Warrick Dunn 5-9,185 Sr, Florida State 
head for the greener pastures of the National Football League, 
DEFENSE 
the more new stars step forward to take their place. DL Jared Tomich 6-2, 260 Sr. Nebraska 
DL Cornell Brown 6-2,240 Sr. Virginia Tech 


Sr. Texas A&M 
Jr, Southern Cal 
Sr. Northwestern 


LB Lyron Cobbins 6-0,246 Sr. Notre Dame 
LB Terrell Farley 6-1,205 Sr. Nebraska 
DB Chris Canty 5-10,190 Jr. Kansas State 
DB Lawrence Wright 6-1,209 Sr. Florida 
DB Kevin Abrams 5-8,158 Sr. Syracuse 
DB Clarence Thompson 6-1,198 Sr. Michigan 
SPECIALISTS 
KR Robert Tate 5-10,190 Sr. Cincinnati 
PR James Dye 5-9,150 Sr. BYU 
K Michael Reeder 6-0,162 Jr. TCU 
P ‘Brad Maynard 6-1,175 Sr. Ball State 
Second Team Third Team) 2) 
OFFENSE OFFENSE 
WR_ Andre Cooper 6-2, 194 Sr. Florida State WR Marcus Harris 6-2, 214 Sr. Wyoming 
WR Keith Poole 6-2,185 Sr. Arizona State WR ike Hilliard 5-11,182 Jr. Florida 
TE Freddie Jones 6-5,255 Sr. North Carolina TE Kris Mangum 6-5,240 = Sr. Mississippi 
OL Steve Scifres 6-5,291 = Sr. Wyoming OL Donnie Young 6-4, 299 Sr. Florida 
OL Chris Dishman 6-3,310 Sr. Nebraska OL Benji Olson 6-4,300 = So. Washington 
OL Billy Conaty 6-3, 306 Sr. Virginia Tech OL Ryan Tucker 6-6, 290 Sr. TCU 
OL K.C. Jones 6-2,261 Sr. Miami OL Jay Hagood 64,307 = Sr. Virginia Tech 
OL Calvin Collins 6-3,290 Sr Texas A&M OL Rod Payne 64,285 Sr. Michigan 
QB Danny Wuerffel 6-2, 209 Sr. Florida QB Jake Plummer 6-2, 190 Sr. Arizona State 
RB Damell Autry 5-11,209 Jr. Northwestern RB Tiki Barber 5-10,195 Sr. Virginia 
RB Jay Graham 6-0, 206 Sr. Tennessee RB Ahman Green 6-0, 210 So. Nebraska 
DEFENSE DEFENSE 
DL Mike Vrabel 6-4,255 Sr. Ohio State DL Matt Rice 6-3,270 = Sr. Northwestern 
DL Chris Akins 6-1, 292 Jt. Texas DL Kenny Holmes 64, 247 Sr. Miami 
DL Grant Wistrom 6-5,250 Jr Nebraska DL Greg Ellis 66,260 Jr North Carolina 
DL Tarek Saleh 6-3,236 Sr. Wisconsin DL Matt Finkes 6-2,258 Sr. Ohio State 
LB Daryl Bush 6-2,230 Jr. Florida State LB = Tyrus McCloud 6-2,251 = Sr. Louisville 
LB Matt Russell 6-2, 245 Sr. Colorado LB Jarrett trons 6-1, 231 Sr. Michigan 
LB Anthony Simmons 6-1, 213 So, Clemson LB Reggie Garnett 6-1, 228 Sr. Michigan State 
DB Ronde Barber 5-10,180 Jr Virginia DB Sean Andrews 5-10,176 Jr. Navy 
DB Bryant Westbrook 6-0, 195 Sr. Texas DB Kenny Wheaton 5-9, 182 Jr. Oregon 
DB Shawn Springs 60,185 Jr. Ohio State DB Brian Miller 5-9,186 Sr. Penn State 
DB Nathan Perryman 5-9,191 Sr. Georgia Tech DB Kevin Jackson 6-1, 200 Sr. Alabama 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
KR Damon Dunn 5-10,175 Jr Stanford KR Emmett Mosley 5-8, 184 Sr. Notre Dame 
PR Paul Guidry 5-10,175 Sr. UCLA PR Brian Roberson 5-10,170 Sr. Fresno State 
K Jeff Hall 6-0, 182 So. Tennessee K Phil Dawson 5-11,187 Jr. Texas 
P Will Brice 6-5,204 Sr. Virginia P ‘Chad Kessler 6-1,197 Jr LSU 
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Tennessee Volunteers 


Head Coach: Phillip Fulmer 
1995 Record (SEC): 11-1-0 (7-1-0) 
1996 Pick: ist SEC East 


BJ hen Phillip Fulmer was elevated to head 
coach after the 1992 season, he spoke 
W abour taking Tennessee's program to 
that nebulous region known as “the next level.” 

With a Heisman Trophy hopeful at quarter- 
back, a record-setting senior at tailback, six 
returning starters on defense and — perhaps 
most important — a schedule that brings Florida 
and Alabama to Knoxville, this is a season rife 
with high expectations. 

“We have some concerns about the offensive 
line and at linebacker, but we have an opportu- 
nity to do some things this season,” Fulmer says. 

Junior quarterback Peyton Manning, a front- 
runner in the Heisman hunt, puts it this way: 
“We're not afraid to talk about the national 
championship at Tennessee.” If things fall right, 
that could be more than just idle talk. 

Barring injury, Manning will take every signif- 
icant snap for the Vols this year, just as he did last 
season. And with Manning's growth and experi- 
ence, Tennessee coaches have entrusted him with 
more read-and-react opportunities. 

“He walks up to the line, sees what you're 
doing, and you can almost see him smile,” says 
John Walters, former Alabama linebacker. “He 
reads defenses like he’s been in the NFL five or six 
years,” 

Manning has already done something neither 
of his immediate predecessors, Heath Shuler and 
Andy Kelly, did: beat Alabama. If Manning can 
improve on last year's exceptional numbers (64.2 
percent passing for 2,954 yards and 22 touch- 
downs, with just four interceptions) he could 
become Tennessee's first Heisman Trophy winner 
and perhaps lead the Vols to the promised land. 

Still, there is continuing concern about what 
would happen if Manning were injured. Redshirt 
freshman Shawn Snyder made enough improve- 
ment in spring practice that sophomore Jere- 
maine Copeland appears likely to stick at wide 
receiver, Plus, heralded signee Tee Martin comes 
aboard this fall. 

On most teams, Jay Graham would be getting 
the bulk of publicity and acclaim, but the senior 
tailback doesn't seem to mind the attention lay- 
ished on Manning, “I let my performance speak 
for itself,” says the soft-spoken Graham. 

During his 1,438-yard performance last year, 
Graham also silenced critics who questioned his 
ability to break long runs. He supplied the 
knockout punch against Alabama with a 75-yard 
burst and burned Ohio State in the Florida Cit- 
rus Bowl with a 69-yard sprint. 

Freshman Brian Darden, considered a future 
star, will have the luxury of easing into the rota- 
tion at tailback, Sophomore Mark Levine is also 
in the picture. Senior Chester Ford returns at full- 
back and is a battering-ram blocker. Eric Lane, 
also a senior, will continue to work at fullback 
and is a good runner and receiver. 

Senior Jocy Kent has emerged as one of the 
nation’s premier wideouts. He caught a school- 
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record 69 passes for 1,055 yards and nine touch- 
downs last year, and his 80-yard catch and run on 
the first play from scrimmage against Alabama 
was an eye-opener. 

Marcus Nash, a junior, was the Vols’ second- 
leading receiver last year and is especially adept at 
turning short routes into big gains. Fellow junior 
Andy McCullough and sophomore Peerless Price 
are other prime targets on the flank. 

Tight ends dont get much attention in the 
Vols’ three-wideout formation, but sophomore 
Dustin Moore is a viable target. Senior Scott 
Pfeiffer started the final seven games last season. 

‘Tennessee's offensive line has been consistently 
outstanding over the last decade. This year, 
though, some young Vols will have to grow up 


depth 


OFFENSE (7) 
Scott Pfeiffer (St., 3); 86 Dustin Moore {So., 1) 
Trey Teague (Jr., 2); 51 Brent Gibson {Sr., 3) 
Jarvis Reado (r,, 1); 63 Jeremy Shadrick (So., 0) 
Sam Pinner (Jf, 1); 52 Mark Ingram (Sr, 1) 
Robert Poole (Jt., 2); 54 Diron Robinson (So., 2) 
Chad. Clifton (Fr. 0); 79 Brad Lampiey (Jr,. 0) 
Marcus Nash (It, 2); 83 Andy McCullough Ur., 2) 
Joey Kent (S¢., 3); 81 Senjie Shuler (Jr, 0) 
Peyton Manning (Jt., 2); 14 Shawn Snyder (Fr... 0) 
Chester Ford (S¢., 2); 5 Eric Lane (Se., 3) 
Jay Graham (St, 3); 19 Mark Levine (So.. 1) 
Jeff Hall (So., 2) 
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DEFENSE (6) 


Leonard Little (Jr, 1); 40 Billy Ratliff (Fr, 0) 

Bil Duff (r., 2); 99 Mercedes Hamilton (So.. 1) 
Bilty Beron (Jt., 2); 55 Ron Green (So., 1) 
Jonathan Brown Ur. 2); 92 Jeff Coleman (So., 4) 
A} Wilson (S90, 1): 35 Shawn Johnson (Fr., 0) 
Tyrone Hines (5¢,, 2); 98 Antron Peebles (So., 0) 
Craig King (Sr,, 2}; 45 Nick Jester (Se., 3) 
Raymond Austin (St, 3); 34 Steve Johnson Lr. 2) 
Terry Fair (Jt., 2): 41 Troy Pratt (St., 2) 

‘Tori Noel (Je, 2); 2 Fred White (Fr.. 0) 

Jason Parwer (St, 3}: 30 Cory Gaines (r., 1) 
Larry Binion (Se. 2) 
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quickly. Several upperclassmen with varying lev- 

els of experience figure into the mix, although the 

best of the bunch may be redshirt freshman Chad 

Clifton, who could start at right tackle. The other 

starters are likely to be junior Sam Pinner at cen- 

ter, juniors Robert Poole and Jarvis Reado at the 
guards, and junior ‘Trey Teague at left tackle. 

Senior Brent Gibson could work his way in at 

tackle, as could senior Mark Ingram at center. 

Junior tackle Brad Lampley and sophomore 

guard Jeremy Shadrick could also get plenty of 

work. 
It took junior Leonard Little just one season at 
defensive end to become one of the best players 
3 in the SEC. After being harassed by the swift, 
6 relentless Little, South Carolina quarterback 
Steve Taneyhill remarked, “That guy coming off 
the corner is something special.” Little had a 
team-high 11 sacks last season. Fellow junior 
Jonathan Brown will start at the other end, 
although sophomore Jeff Coleman had a good 
spring and should play extensively. Redshirt 
freshman Billy Ratliff signed as a linebacker but 
has bulked up to 265 pounds and could end up 
at either end or tackle. 

Ron Green played extensively as a freshman last 
year and should again see lots of action at tackle, 
where juniors Bill Duff and Billy Beron are listed 
as the starters. Junior college transfers Buck Bux- 
ton and Corey Terry will add depth along the 
defensive front. 

Senior Tyrone Hines is a fixture at middle line- 
backer, but the outside spots are serious concerns. 
Fifth-year senior Nick Jester is a possible starter, 
as is oft-injured senior Craig King, but the player 
to watch is Al Wilson, a heavy-hitting sophomore 
who moved to linebacker from safety. 

Jason Parker, absent last season due to an off- 
field problem, returns to the secondary, where his 
hard tackling at free safety is a major addition. If 
anything, Parker believes the year away from 
football has made him a better player. 

“I'm hungrier now,” he says. “You don't realize 
how much you miss football until you're not able 
to play.” 

Junior Tori Noel will team with Parker at safety, 
with senior Raymond Austin switching to cor- 
nerback. Terry Fair, a junior, is a returning starter 
at the other corner, and incoming freshman 
Dwayne Goodrich could have an impact. 

Jeff Hall made 16-of-25 field-goal attempts as 
a freshman and is All-SEC. Senior punter Larry 
Binion saved his best kicking for last, averaging 
44.3 yards on his first six punts in the Florida 
Citrus Bowl before nailing evo pooch punts that 
died deep in Ohio State territory. But Binion's 
lack of consistency could give freshman David 
Leaverton a chance to see action. Fair is the pri- 
mary return man on both kickoffs and punts. 

Most of the clements are in place for a run at 
the national championship. As Fulmer promised, 
he has upgraded recruiting, and the Vols have 
unprecedented depth at virtually every position. 
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Nebraska Cornhuskers 


Head Coach: Tom Osborne 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 12-0-0 (7-0-0) 
1996 Pick: ist Big 12 North 


arely, if ever, has a college football team 
> eae its opposition the way 
Nebraska did in 1995, 

We have no answers, no answers,” Florida 
coach Steve Spurrier said after watching Nebraska 
embarrass his Gator team 62-24 in the Fiesta 
Bowl game and win its second straight national 
championship. 

Now, the Cornhuskers will attempt to become 
the first team to win a third consecutive national 
tide since The Associated Press poll began in 
1936. Only cight other teams, including 
Nebraska, champion in 1970-71, have even had 
the opportunity to do that. 

Nebraska appears to have the essential raw mate- 
rials: strength, speed and experience. The critical 
question: Does Tom Osborne (231-47-3), who 
has the highest winning percentage among active 
NCAA Division I-A coaches, have a quarterback 
he can depend on? 

With the graduation of the spectacular ‘Tom- 
mie Frazier, junior Scott Frost takes over. Frost 
participated as a backup for two years at Stanford 
before transferring to Nebraska, where his father, 
Larry, played wingback under coach Bob 
Devaney in the late °60s. Though recruited by 
Stanford out of Wood River, Neb., because of his 
passing skills, Frost has the physical credentials 
necessary to run the option. He is 6-3, 215 and 
has good speed. Senior Matt Turman is a sea- 
soned, capable backup. In 1994, Turman started 
the 17-6 victory at Kansas State. 

Sophomore I-back Ahman Green was too tal- 
ented to sit out as a redshirt but began his fresh- 
man season at the bottom of the depth chart. He 
didn't become the starter until the sixth game, 
and then only because of starter Lawrence 
Phillips’ suspension and injuries to backups Clin- 
ton Childs and Damon Benning. Yet Green 
rushed for 1,086 yards, the most ever by a Corn- 
husker freshman, and scored 16 touchdowns, He 
was All-Big Eight and conference Offensive New- 
comer of the Year. 

Benning, a senior, started two games. Green, 
Benning and junior James Sims will be joined by 
highly rated rookie DeAngelo Evans of Wichita, 
Kan. Senior Brian Schuster and sophomore Joel 
Makovicka are running 1-2 at fullback. Both 
came to Nebraska as walk-ons. 

Nebraska's receivers are primarily blockers. 
Senior split end Brendan Holbein has been 
described by Ron Brown, his position coach, as 
the most tenacious blocking wide receiver at the 
collegiate level, Holbein’s 14 receptions for 151 
yards were a bonus in 1995. Sophomore Kenny 
Cheatham played as a backup split end and 
returned punts and kickoffs through the first five 
games of the 1995 season before being sidelined 
by a shoulder injury. 

Senior wingback Jon Vedral caught five touch- 
down passes and recovered two fumbles for 
touchdowns, Juniors Tim Carpenter and Vershan 
Jackson and sophomore Sheldon Jackson (no 
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Ahman Green 


relation) probably will share time at tight end. 
Nebraska has led the nation in rushing the last 
two seasons and in six of the last eight. The 
expected drop-off in the offensive line after four 
1994 starters graduated did not occur. “They just 
grow those guys on trees, it seems,” Kansas State 
defensive tackle Tim Colston said after the 
Huskers downed the Wildcats 49-25. Three 
starters return for 96. Junior Aaron Taylor, all- 
conference as a guard, moved to center during the 
spring. Senior Chris Dishman switches from 
tackle to guard to replace Taylor, Junior Eric 
Anderson returns at tackle, with senior Adam 
Treu, Anderson's backup a year ago, at the other. 
Junior Jon Zatechka will join Dishman at guard. 
“The speed of their linemen sets them apart,” 


depth Ci aii 
‘ OFFENSE (5) 


Brendan Holbein (St, 3); 14 Lance Brown (So. 1) 
Adam Treu (Sr,, 2); 73 Fred Pollack (Jr,, 2) 

Chris Dishman (Sr., 3); 68 James Sherman (Fr., 0} 
Aaron Taylor (Jr., 2); 51 Matt Vrzal (Sr., 2) 

Jon Zatechka Ur., 2); 62 Matt Hoskinson (Jr., 1) 
Eric Anderson (Jt, 2); 78 Kory Mikos (Sr., 2) 
Tim Carpenter Lr., 2); 88 Sheldon Jackson (So., 1) 
Scott Frost (r., Of; 11. Matt Turman (Se. 2) 

Brien Schuster (Sr., 2); 45 Joel Mahovicka (So.. 1) 
Ahman Green (So., 1); 21 Demon Benning (Sr.. 3) 
Jon Vedrat (Se., 2); 33 Sean Wieting Ur., 0} 

Kris Brown (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Jared Tomich (Sc, 2); 57 Chad Kelsay {So.. 1) 
Jett Ogard (Sr., 2); 74 Scott Satsman (Sr., 2) 
Jason Peter (Jr,, 2); 99 Jason Wiltz (So,, 0) 
Grant Wistrom (Jr, 2); 84 Mike Rucker (So., 1} 
Jamel Wiliams (Sr. 2); 41 Tony Ortiz (Fr., 0) 

Jay Foreman ($0., 1); 44 Jon Hesse (S¢,, 2) 
Terrell Farley (Se., 1); 91 Ryan Terwilliger (Sr., 3) 
Michael Booker (St, 2); 17 Chad Blahek (Sr., t): 
Mike Fuliman (Sv., 1); 2 Lesile Dennis Ur, 2) 
Mike Minter (S¢., 3); 4 Octavious McFarlin (Jr., 2) 
Enc Stokes (Sr., 3); 3 Erie Warfield tr, 1) 

Jesse Kosch (Jc, 1) 
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says lowa State inside linebacker Michael Cooper. 
“On their options and outside plays, they're into 
the secondary before you get a chance to do any- 
thing about it.” 

On the defensive line, junior tackle Jason Peter 
is a returning starter, and senior Jeff Ogard is the 
likeliest candidate to replace Jason's brother, 
Christian, who graduated, as the other tackle. 
Ogard has size and strength. He just needs to 
improve his technique to play at Christian's level, 
according to defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride. Among the other tackle candidates are 
seniors Scott Saltsman and Larry Townsend, and 
sophomore Jason Wiltz. 

Senior Jared Tomich and junior Grant Wistrom 
are outstanding outside linebackers, as good a 
combination as there is, “Tomich and Wistrom 
are as high-intensity as we've had there,” says 
McBride. “Those guys are going all the time.” 

Senior Terrell Farley is a terror at weak-side 
linebacker. He led the team in tackles (62) and 
blocked kicks (two) and tied for the lead in inter- 
ceptions (three, returning two for touchdowns). 
He also had five sacks and nine tackles for losses, 
and he started just five games. Senior Jamel 
Williams takes over on the strong side. Sopho- 
more Jay Foreman, who started on the strong side 
in "95, was moved to the middle in the spring. 

Senior Michael Booker, chosen as the out- 
standing defensive player in the Fiesta Bowl, is 
the returning starter at one corner, and senior 
Mike Minter returns at rover. Senior Mike Full- 
man and junior Leslie Dennis also are experi- 
enced cornerbacks. Senior Eric Stokes will settle 
in at free safety after playing every position in the 
secondary at one time or another. 

Sophomore Kris Brown not only was the first 
true freshman ever to be Nebraska's No. 1 place- 
kicker, but he also established a school single-sea- 
son record for points by kicking with 97. He was 
successful on 13-of-16 field-goal attempts, includ- 
ing 7-of-9 from 30 yards or more. His field goal 
percentage (.813) was the best in school history. 

Junior Jesse Kosch, a walk-on punter whose 
father, Bill, was a defensive back for Bob 
Devancy’s national championship teams in 1970 
and 1971, averaged 40.3 yards. But he punted 
only 27 times in 10 games during the regular sea- 
son. Pullman, the smallest player on the team, is 
the No. 1 punt returner. Among Fullman’s 21 
returns was a 79-yarder for a touchdown against 
Kansas State, Green and Benning return kickoffs, 
Cheatham could also be a factor as a return man. 

Nebraska must overcome the burden of history 
and find a quarterback if it is to extend its 25- 
game winning streak, win the first Big 12 title 
and carn a third straight national crown. 
Nebraska owes its championships to combining 
character and a tremendous work ethic. And 
those elements appear to be there again. 

“We have a lot of very good people,” Osborne 
concedes. “But you never know the chemistry of 
ateam. You never know how that will work out.” 
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THE PRO’S CHOICE 


Notre Dame Fighting Irish 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 


Lou Holtz 
9-3-0 


eginning his 11th season at Notre Dame, 

coach Lou Holtz has a new contract, a 

new offense and the same old challenge: 
to win the national championship. 

Nothing less than No. | satisfies Fighting Irish 
fans, and after dropping out of the national cham- 
pionship picture early in cach of the last two sea- 
sons, Holtz will have a slew of experienced players 
in key positions to make a serious run. 

‘There are problem areas, to be sure, besides the 
fact that six of the teams on Notre Dame's sched- 
ule have the week off before facing the Irish. The 
wide receiver corps is bereft of game-breaking abil- 
ity with the departure of Derrick Mayes, the 
defensive secondary must be rebuilt and the kick- 
ing game is still unproven. But Holtz will have 


strength where it counts: up front on both sides of 


the ball and in the offensive backfield. 
“This is probably the most optimistic I have 


been in a while,” says Holtz, who is coming off 


successive 6-5-1 and 9-3 campaigns since blow- 
ing the 1993 national title in the season finale. 

All eyes will be on Ron Powlus. The onetime 
wunderkind is a senior now and must overcome 
injuries and the outrageous expectations he faced 
when he entered Notre Dame. The latter is curi- 
ous since Powlus holds the school single-season 
record for touchdown passes and needs only 11 
more this year to break Rick Mirer’s career mark, 
But the greatness of Notre Dame quarterbacks 
lies in national championships, which leaves 
Powlus hoping that this season might be his and 
the team’s year. 

“The seniors here, as freshmen, were on the 
brink of a national championship, but we've not 
really done anything since,” he says. “That's the 
ultimate goal and that’s the only goal here — 
10-1 isn’t good enough.” 

Powlus missed his freshman season due to a 
broken collarbone, then he broke his left (non- 
throwing) arm late last season and didn't play in 
the Orange Bowl, when Holtz unveiled a four- 
and five-receiver offensive set. 

“I love that stuff,” Powlus says. “The quick 
passing game with three, four, five receivers. I ran 
it four years in high school, and | think ic will 
help us be very successful.” 

Senior Tom Krug, who stepped in for Powlus 
for the last 14 games of '95 and the Orange 
Bowl, will play no more football. A fused verte- 
brae was discovered in Krug’s neck during spring 
practice, ending his career. Sophomore Jarious 
Jackson will be called upon when Holtz wants to 
run the option, 

The Irish are deep and experienced and, despite 
Holtz's promise to put the ball in the air, will con- 
unue to grind it out from the I-formation. Senior 
fullback Marc Edwards was second on the team in 
both rushing and receiving. He'll get help from 
250-pound sophomore Jamie Spencer. 

Senior tailback Randy Kinder was Notre Dame's 
leading ground gainer the last vo seasons, but 
Autry Denson, who was good enough as a fresh- 
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man to merit four starting assignments, is the most 
exciting runner at tailback. Senior Robert Farmer 
missed most of "95 with a knee injury but rushed 
for a team-leading 93 yards in a 31-26 loss to 
Florida State in the Orange Bowl. 

The lack of proven receivers is “acute,” accord- 
ing to Holtz, “because we have absolutely nobody 
that we know of that you can go to who has big- 
play capability.” 

Of the wideouts returning, only senior Emmet 
Mosley has substantial experience with 28 career 
catches. Seniors Cikai Champion and Scott Soll- 
mann have the only game receptions among the 
other candidates, a list that includes junior Mal- 
colm Johnson and sophomores Bobby Brown and 
Hunter Smith, the punter. Help could come from 
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OFFENSE (7) 


Bobby Brown (S0., 0); 80 Malcolm Johnson (Jr., 1) 
Chris Clevenger (Sr., 2); 42 Tim Ridder (So., 0) 
Jeremy Akers {Sr,, 3}; 71 Jerry Wisne (So., 0) 
Rick Kaczenski (St, 1); 66 Jeff Kitburg (Sr., 0) 
Mike Rosenthal {So., 1); 52 Alex Mueller (So., 0) 
Mike Doughty (Se, 2); 67 Jonn Wagner (So., 0) 
Pete Chryplewicz (St, 3); 89 John Cerasani (So., 0) 
Emmett Mosiey (Sr., 2); 83 Scott Solimann (S¢., 2) 
Ron Powlus (St., 2); 7 Jarious Jackson (So, 0) 
Marc Edwards (Sr., 3); 34 Jamie Spencer (So., 0) 
Randy Kinder (Sr., 3); 31 Robert Farmer (Sr, 3) 
Kevin Kopka (So,, 1) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Renaldo Wynn (Sx, 3); 56 Kurt Belisle Ur., 1) 
David Quist (Sr., 2); 42 Alton Maiden (Sr., 0} 
Melvin Dansby (Sr., 2); 95 Corey Bennett (Je, 1) 
Kory Minor (So,, 1); 43 Bil! Wagasy (Sr., 2) 

Lyron Cobbins (St, 3); 41 Joe Babey (Sr, 1) 
Kinnon Tatum (St, 3); 27 Bobbie Howard (So, 1) 
Bert Berry (Sr., 3); 33 John McLaughlin (Ur., 2) 
Alien Rossum (Jr, 2); 24 Ty Goode Ur., 0) 

tory Covington (Jr., 2); 21 Sharinon Stephens (So., 0) 
Benny Guilbeaux (So., 0}; 12 Mario Strayhorn (So., 0) 
Jervis Edison Ur., 1); 29 A'Jani Sanders {So., 0} 
Hunter Smith (So., 2) 
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the recruits, particularly Raki Nelson of Harris- 
burg, Pa., who was a member of several prep All- 
America teams. 

The good news comes from the return of tight 
end Pete Chryplewicz, who opted to use his fifth 
year of eligibility to enhance his status in next year's 
NFL draft. 

Notre Dame returns four players with starting 
experience in the offensive line. Senior Chris Cle- 
venger had shoulder surgery in the off-season but 
will be back at left tackle. Senior Mike Doughty 
returns at right tackle. Senior Jeremy Akers 
missed some time because of injuries last season 
but will start at left guard, and sophomore Mike 
Rosenthal will be at right guard. Senior Rick 
Kaczenski is back at center. 

Bob Davie's defense finally has some numbers 
to play with, and its front seven could be among 
the best in the country. The only defensive regu- 


Holtz has a new contract, 
a new offense... and 
the same old challenge: 
to win the national 
championship. 


lar gone from up front is nose guard Paul Gras- 
manis, and he will be replaced by fifth-year senior 
David Quist. Renaldo Wynn, Notre Dame's most 
consistent defensive performer last season, also 
returns for a fifth year at end. At the other end 
will be senior Melvin Dansby, who missed all of 
1995 with a neck injury but has big-play ability.” 

The Irish return all four starting linebackers, 
including Lyron Cobbins, who led the team in 
tackles (105), interceptions (five) and fumble 
recoveries (three). Also back is second-leading 
tackler Kinnon Tatum on the inside. Both are 
seniors, as is Bert Berry, who was switched from 
drop to rush outside linebacker. The drop side 
will now be manned by sophomore Kory Minor. 

The Achilles heel of the Irish defense is the sec- 
ondary. Three starters have graduated. Junior cor- 
nerback Allen Rossum, the team’s fastest player, is 
the only returning starter. Junior Ivory Coving- 
ton, famous for his game-saving goal-line tackle 
in the Army game, will be in the other corner, 

Junior Jarvis Edison, who played just 10 min- 
utes last season, is expected to start at free safety, 
while strong safety belonged to sophomore 
Benny Guilbeaux after spring practice. 

Smith averaged just 36 yards per punt, and 
Holtz is still looking for a placekicker after 
sophomore Kevin Kopka was inconsistent last 
year. 

The Irish have their best chance since 1993 to 
compete for a national championship if three 
things occur: Powlus must stay healthy; a sure- 
handed receiver, if not a game-breaker, must 
emerge from a group of inexperienced candi- 
dates; and the front seven on defense must con- 
trol the run and put pressure on the passer while 
an untested secondary learns the ropes. 
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Florida Stat 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (ACC): 
1996 Pick: 


Bobby Bowden 
10-2-0 (7-1-0) 
ist ACC 


trention all you preseason prognostica- 
tors: If you want to predict another high 
inish for Florida State, you won't get any 
iment from Bobby Bowden, 

Never before has a team won at least 10 games 
for nine straight seasons. Never befort has a pro- 
gram finished in The Associated Press top four 
nine years in a row. For good measure, the Semi- 
noles have won 11 consecutive bowl games, 
That's a record, too. 

Records, they say, are made to be broken, and 
Florida State keeps breaking its own. Look for 
more of the same this fall with 57 lettermen on 
hand, including seven starters on offense, eight 
on defense and both kickers. 

“I'm as excited about the potential of this team 
as any that I've had,” says the 66-year-old Bow- 
den, who is in his 21st season at Florida State 
(186-49-4) and 31st overall (259-81-4). “If we 
can stay healthy and have a little luck on our side, 


ar 


we could be right there in the hunt at the end of 


the year. We have reached the point that we keep 
our goal the same, and that is to win the national 
championship.” 

Last year's 10-2 record actually was something 
of a disappointment in Tallahassee. For the first 
time, the Seminoles lost an Atlantic Coast Con- 
ference game (they had been 29-0) and had to 
share the championship with Virginia, which 
beat them 33-28 when tailback Warrick Dunn 
was stopped an inch from the goal line on the 
game’s final play. 

From the standpoint of experience, not talent, 
there is one huge question mark. That would be 
the quarterback position, where ACC Player of 
the Year Danny Kanell left with a school- and 
conference-record 57 career touchdown passes, 
32 of which came last year. 

The Seminoles will take their road show out- 
side Florida only twice, to North Carolina State 
and Georgia Tech, The typically rugged non-con- 
ference schedule consists of Florida, Miami and 
Southern Mississippi. 

Junior Thad Busby has the inside track at quar- 
terback, but he will be challenged by heralded 
redshirt freshman Dan Kendra, a phenomenal 
athlete who bench-presses more than 400 pounds 
and has a 37-inch vertical leap. 

Busby, who has yet to start a game, has all the 
tools to become one of the top quarterbacks in 
Florida State history. Last year, he completed 38- 
of-59 passes for 571 yards and four touchdowns. 

Like the battery bunny on television, Dunn 
keeps going and going. Fortunately for his 
school, he didn’t go as far as the NFL. He will be 
back for his senior year, Last season, Dunn 
rushed for a school-record 1,242 yards (7.5 per 
carry) and became the first Seminole to record 
two thousand-yard rushing seasons. He is 778 
yards short of becoming Florida State's career 
rushing leader, 

Behind Dunn are a pair of game-breakers, 
Junior Rock Preston averaged 7.1 yards a carry, 
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down from 8.6 in 1994, and sophomore Dee 
Feaster was at 6.6. 

Returning at fullback is 286-pound junior 
Pooh Bear Williams, who carried 46 times and 
scored 12 touchdowns. 

Senior Andre Cooper and junior E.G. Green 
return to anchor an impressive receiving corps. A 
year ago, they became the only tandem in ACC 
history to each post more than 1,000 receiving 
yards, Cooper caught 71 balls for 1,002 yards and 
a school-record 15 touchdowns; Green had 60 
for 1,007 yards and 10 scores. 

Also back are senior Wayne Messam, who had 
more than 100 receiving yards against Notre 
Dame in the Orange Bowl, and sophomore Ron 
Dugans. Keep an eye on redshirt freshmen Randy 


depth aaa 


OFFENSE (7) 


E.G, Green (Jt., 2); 89 Wayne Messam (Sr., 3) 
Tra Thomas (Jr,, 2); Keith McMahon (r,, 0) 
Chad Bates (St, 3); 68 Jason Whiteker (Fr, 0) 
Kevin Long (Ut., 2): 57 Eric Thomas (Fr,, 0) 
Water Jones Ur., 0); 78 Marcus Long (Sr, 3) 
Todd Fordham (Se., 3); Jason Boyer (Fr., 0) 
Melvin Pearsall (Jr, 2); 83 Korman Chariton (Sc., 2) 
Thad Busby (Jr., 2); 10 Dan Kendra (F*., 0) 
Pooh Bear Williams (Jc, 2); 32 Hhvalid Abdutish (So., 1) 
Warrick Dunn (St, 3); 24 Rock Preston Lr., 2) 
Andre Cooper (Sc. 3); 9 Peter Warrick (Fr., 0) 
Scott Bentley (St, 3) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Reinard Wilson (Sr., 3); 99 Larry Smith (Fr., 0) 
Connell Spain (Sr., 3}; 95 Julian Patman (Jr. 2) 
Andre Wadsworth (Jr, 2); 75 Bity Rhodes (Fr., 0) 
Peter Boulware (Jr, 2}: 90 Greg Spires (Jr., 2} 
Henn Crockett (Sr. 3}; 40 Lamont Green (So., 1) 
Daryl Bush (Jr, 2); 52 Demetro Stephens (So.. 1) 
Vernon Crawford (Sr., 1); 39 Hank Grant (So.. 2) 
Samari Rolle (Jt., 2); 4 Troy Saunders (So.. 1) 
Robert Hammond (J«, 2); 26 Harold Battles (Sr., 3) 
Sean Hamlet (St, 3); 16 Sean Key (So.. 1) 
Byron Capers (St. 2}; 38 Mario Edwards {So.. 1) 
Sean Uss (Se, 3) 
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e Seminoles 


Moss, the 1994 prep Player of the Year, and Peter 
Warrick. Junior Melvin Pearsall and senior 
Kamari Charlton shared tight end last season. 

Senior guard Chad Bates and senior tackle 
Todd Fordham are returning starters up front, 
but the other positions are open. The losses 
include three-time all-conference center Clay 
Shiver and guard Lewis Tyre, who set a school 
record with 49 consecutive starts. Junior Kevin 
Long filled in nicely at center when Shiver missed 
the Orange Bowl and is the heir apparent. Junior 
college transfer Walter Jones, who sat out last sea- 
son, is the favorite to start at the guard opposite 
Bates. Junior Tra Thomas, a 330-pounder, played 
well as a reserve and should move into a starting 
role at tackle. 

Opposing offensive lines will have trouble 
keeping senior defensive end Reinard Wilson and 
junior end Peter Boulware out of their backfields. 
Wilson will start for the third straight year and is 
four sacks away from the school record of 25, His 
nine sacks last season were second only in the 
ACC to Boulware’s 10, and Boulware wasn’t even 
a full-time starter. 

Tackle Orpheus Roye is gone, leaving senior 
Connell Spain and junior Julian Pittman fighting 
for playing time. Junior nose guard Andre 
Wadsworth was the team’s second-leading tackler 
and should control the middle. 

There may be some experimentation at line- 
backer, except in the middle where junior Daryl 
Bush returns. Last year, Bush was the only sopho- 
more among the semifinalists for the Butkus 
Award. 

Senior Sam Cowart led the team with 115 
tackles but suffered a knee injury in the Orange 
Bowl and had reconstructive surgery. It was orig- 
inally thought he would miss the 1996 season, 
but his rehabilitation has progressed rapidly. 
Either way, senior Henri Crockett has the talent 
and experience needed at outside linebacker. 
Senior Vernon Crawford is first in line to replace 
the departed Todd Rebol at bandit linebacker. 

All four starters return in the secondary along 
with a host of talented backups. Senior Byron 
Capers and junior Samari Rolle are back at the 
corners, but they must hold off sophomores 
Mario Edwards and Troy Saunders. Senior Sean 
Hamlet returns at free safety and will be pushed 
by talented sophomore Sean Key, with junior 
Robert Hammond at strong safety, 

Senior Scott Bentley is in his fourth year as the 
No. 1 placekicker, and senior Sean Liss was one 
of the nation’s top punters (43.9-yard average, 
more than five yards better than in 1994). 

Feaster is the main return man with an 18.5- 
yard average on kickoff returns and 12.6 on 
punts a year ago. Preston actually did better 
bringing back kickoffs (20.8 yards per return). 

Mark it down: another ACC crown for the 
Seminoles, 10 wins or more for a 10th straight 
season, a 10th straight top-four finish and proba- 
bly a 12th consecutive bow! victory. 
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Colorado Buffaloes 


Head Coach: Rick Neuheisel 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 10-2-0 (5-2-0) 
1996 Pick: 2nd Big 12 North 


Colorado and 
Yebraska wasn't nearly as great as the score 
might have indicated. “We matched them 
in intensity. We matched them in speed. We were 
just unable to match them with execution,” Rick 
Neuheisel said after his team lost to the Corn- 
huskers 44-21, 

Nebraska was nearly perfect in its execution 
that afternoon in Boulder, Colo. The Huskers 
didn't lose a fumble and didn’t throw an intercep- 
tion (Colorado threw two). And they weren't 
assessed any penalty yardage, a rare occurrence 
that drew postgame criticism from Neuheisel — 
and an official reprimand of Neuheisel by the Big 
Eight Conference. 

That's how Nebraska games have gone for Col- 
orado in recent seasons. The Buffaloes haven't 
beaten Nebraska since 1990, If they can figure 
out the Huskers and survive what appears to be 
one of the nation’s toughest schedules, the Buffs 
could make a run at the national championship. 
They are experienced and talented, and they have 
supplemented that experience and talent with 
another outstanding recruiting class. 

Senior Koy Detmer returns at quarterback after 
being sidelined by a torn anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right knee in Game 4. Detmer was 
the nation’s leading passer before the injury. In 
barely 11 quarters last season, he completed 65- 
of-95 passes for 1,101 yards and eight rouch- 
downs, with only two interceptions. The 
quarterback play of a healthy Detmer is “as good 
as it’s going to get,” according to Neuheisel. 

With Detmer’s return, junior John Hessler 
becomes the best backup quarterback in the con- 
ference. Hessler broke or tied 12 individual 
school records in Detmer’s absence, including 
touchdown passes in a season (20). Twice, he 
threw five touchdown passes in a game (the first 
against Oklahoma in his first career start), and he 
finished as the 14th-ranked passer in the NCAA, 

The Buffaloes’ three-wideout, one-back attack 
ranked first in the conference and cighth nation- 
ally in passing offense last season and was com- 
plemented nicely by the running game. Herchell 
Troutman was the starter in what the Colorado 
sports information office nicknamed the “Thor- 
oughbred Trio.” Troutman led the Buffaloes in 
rushing with 826 yards and five touchdowns. 

Lendon Henry ran for 463 yards and four 
scores, And Marlon Barnes, the No. 3 tailback, 
had 444 yards and a team-high six rushing touch- 
downs. Troutman, Henry and Barnes all are 
juniors. 

After Nebraska overwhelmed Florida in the 
Fiesta Bowl, Cornhusker defensive backs coach 
George Darlington answered a question about 
the Gators’ speed at wide receiver. “Quite frankly, 
| thought Colorado had more speed than 
Florida,” he said. And Colorado's receivers all 
return, headed up by All-Big Eight senior Rae 
Carruth, a sprinter on the Buffaloes’ track team 
(he runs the 40-yard dash in 4.17). Carruth 


c difference between 


caught 53 passes for 1,008 yards and nine touch- 
downs last season. Junior Phil Savoy, the team’s 
second-fastest player at 4.35, and senior James 
Kidd (4.37) also return after combining for 72 
catches and over 1,000 yards. Senior tight end 
Matt Lepsis was among the Buffaloes’ most- 
improved players last season. 

The only offensive starters Colorado lost were 
in the line, at center and guard. Senior Kyle 
Smith has moved from tackle to fill the vacancy 
at the guard opposite senior All-America candi- 
date Chris Nacole, a unanimous All-Big Eight 
selection a year ago. Senior Kris Soden takes over 
at center with juniors Melvin Thomas and 
Andrew Welsh at the tackles. 

Senior Greg Jones heads up Colorado's defen- 


depth aia 


OFFENSE (10) 


21 Rae Carruth (St., 3); 6 Dartin Chiaverini (So., 1) 
2 James Kidd (Sr., 3); 18 Chris Anderson (Jr., 2) 
74 Andrew Welsh Ur., 1); 70 Ben Nichols (Jr., 0) 

52 Kyle Smith (Sr., 2); 63 Corey Kish (Fr. 0) 

51 Kris Soden (Sr., 1}; 50 Adam Reed (So., 0) 

65 Chris Naeole (Sr, 3}; 69 Chan Moody (So., 1) 
78 Melvin Thomas (Jr, 1): 75 Aaron Wade Ur,, 1) 
88 Matt Lepsis (Sr, 3); 41 Tennyson McCarty Ur., 2) 
80 Phil Savoy (Jr, 2); 4 Robert Toler (Fr., 0) 

14 Koy Detmer (St, 3); 7 John Hessler (Jr, 1) 

5 Herchell Troutman (Jr. 2); 39 Lendon Henry (Jr. 2) 
12 Jason Lesley Ur. 1) 
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DEFENSE (6) 


59 Greg Jones {Sr., 3); 48 Terrell Cade (So., 1) 

55 Ryan Olson (Jr, 2); 99 Stacy Patterson (Jr, 1) 
77 Viliami Maumau (r., 2); 90 Aaron Marshall {So., 1) 
76 Nick Ziegler (So., 1): 54 Jeff Nabholz (Sr.. 2) 

8 Hannibal Navies (So.. 1); 91 Mike Phillips (Jr, 2) 
16 Matt Russell (Sr., 3); 44 Clifton Peters (So., 1) 
33 Ron Merkerson (Jr., 2); 46 Brancon Southard (So., 4) 
20 Kenny Wilkins (Sr., 3); 4 Etton Davis (Jr., 2) 

6 Ryan Black (Jr., 2); 45 Maurice Henriques (Sr., 2) 
15 Steve Rosga (5Sr., 3); 36 Ryan Sutter (Jr, 2) 

7 Dalton Simmons (Sr., 3); 37 Marcus Washington (So., 1) 
28 Andy Mitchell (Jr., 2) 


~ZaagezERS AR 


(ay oearas Noatees OF Pitan: Soettt 
BOLD norcsits PEARSE TST 
NUMBER Aroe Coss ocares Letters Woe 


sive front at one end, with sophomore Nick 
Ziegler moving up at the other end. 

Junior Ryan Olson returns at nose tackle. 
Junior Viliami Maumau will be the other starting 
tackle, after spending last season as Olson's 
backup. Maumau started one game and played 
more snaps than any other defensive backup. 

The top seven linebackers on the Cotton Bowl 
depth chart return, led by senior Matt Russell, a 
unanimous first-team all-conference selection, in 
the middle. “Matt might not be as athletic as 
some of the guys we've had here, but he’s all 
heart,” says linebackers coach Brian Cabral. “He 
plays with a lot of emotion, and he plays hard 
from start to finish. Every coach enjoys having a 
guy like him to coach.” 

Russell is flanked by sophomore Hannibal 
Navies on the weak side and junior Ron Merker- 
son on the strong side. Merkerson was among 
Colorado's most improved defensive players. 

Two Cotton Bowl starters are gone from the 
secondary, but senior cornerback Dalton Sim- 
mons returns after missing last season because of 
a knee injury suffered in the 1995 Fiesta Bowl 
game. Simmons was a starter before the injury. 
He'll join senior free safety Steve Rosga and 
senior cornerback Kenny Wilkins. Junior Ryan 
Black will open at strong safety. He had 15 tack- 
les in the Nebraska game. 

Junior Jason Lesley will handle all of the place- 
kicking duties after being used primarily for kick- 
offs last season. Junior Andy Mitchell returns as 
the punter. Despite having five blocked last sea- 
son, Mitchell still averaged 39,8 yards per punt. 
Junior Ryan Sutter, a defensive back, was the Buf 
faloes’ most active special teams player a year ago. 

Rosga and Carruth again will return punts. 
Rosga ranked third in the Big Eight last season, 
averaging 10.1 yards on 16 returns. Troutman 
and Henry were the top kickoff returners. 

Colorado could stand to improve in the special 
teams area. The Buffaloes ranked fifth in the con- 
ference in both punt returns and kickoff returns, 
and they were last (and 94th nationally) in net 
punting. 

Colorado finishes the season in a showcase 
matchup against Nebraska at Lincoln. The game 
likely will decide the Big 12’s Northern Division 
championship and earn the winner a trip to St. 
Louis to play the Southern Division champion 
on Dec. 7. It also could have national champi- 
onship implications. 

Even though the transition from Bill McCart- 
ney to Neuheisel went smoothly, the Buffaloes 
are bound to benefit from a season's worth of 
experience under their youthful, 35-year-old 
leader. In Neuheisel’s first season as a head coach, 
Colorado went 10-2, including a 38-6 victory 
over Oregon in the Cotton Bowl. 

Neuheisel’s philosophy proved to be as sound 
as that of his predecessor. “We try to attack on 
defense to get the other offense going backward 
and get our offense back on the field,” he says. 
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Head Coach: Steve Spurrier 
1995 Record (SEC): 12-1-0 (9-0-0) 
1996 Pick: 2nd SEC East 


record 12 victories. A third straight 
Southeastern Conference title. A berth in 
he school’s first national championship 

¢. Make no mistake, Florida ventured into 
uncharted territory in 1995, Which made the 
night of Jan, 2 in Tempe, Ariz., all the more 
painful. 

Sad and unfair as it may seem, when the Gators 
exited the most illustrious season in the program's 
history, the images that came to mind weren't of 
breathtaking victories. Instead, the lasting visions 
were of Nebraska option quarterback Tommie 
Frazier and I-back Lawrence Phillips tearing 
through the Florida defense to the tune of 629 
total yards, 524 rushing, and of Cornhusker line- 
backer Jamel Williams running free through the 
Gators’ offensive line and smothering Danny 
Wuerffel for a ridiculously easy safety, one of 
seven sacks in an embarrassing 62-24 throttling 
in the Fiesta Bowl. 

“Not a day goes by,” senior strong safety 
Lawrence Wright says, “that I don't think about 
that game.” 

“We know we lost a lot of respect around the 
country,” Spurrier says. “Now, we have to earn it 
back. | fully expect us to come back stronger. I 
think the Fiesta Bowl was a wake-up call for us.” 

What Florida learned was that it needed to get 
stronger physically and that defense, not finesse- 
style passing, wins national titles. 

There is no better quarterback situation in the 
country than in Gainesville. Last year, Danny 
Wuerffel set an NCAA record for pass-efficiency 
rating (178.4), an SEC record for touchdown 
passes (35) and placed third in the Heisman Tro- 
phy balloting. With Wuerffel setting the table for 
so many lopsided victories, backup Eric Kresser 
played in nine games and started one, throwing 
for a school single-game record 458 yards and six 
touchdowns. Kresser finished second in the 
league in pass-efficiency rating (164.2). Both 
Wuerffel and Kresser are seniors. 

Junior tailback Elijah Williams led the team in 
rushing (858 yards, SEC-best 7.5 yards per carry) 
despite starting just seven games due to an ankle 
injury. Sophomore Terry Jackson (780 yards) 
started the rest but missed time with a shoulder 
injury. Junior Fred Taylor (281 yards) pounded 
out 873 yards and cight touchdowns as a true 
freshman in ‘94 only to suffer a knee injury last 
fall. 

Seniors Jerome Evans and Dwayne Mobley 
split time at fullback, their duties almost exclu- 
sively confined to blocking, 

Junior wideout Ike Hilliard tallied 57 catches 
for 1,008 yards and 15 scores. In junior Reidel 
Anthony, sophomore Jacquez Green and impact 
redshirt freshman Jamie Richardson, the Gators 
have more standouts. 

At tight end, seniors Tremayne Allen and 
Shawn Nunn, and junior Taras Ross, combined 
for 19 receptions, 

Depth on the offensive line is a concern. 
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Florida Gators | 
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Florida loses unanimous All-America tackle Jason 
Odom and guard Reggie Green, who were four- 
year starters. Bur center Jeff Mitchell and guard 
Donnie Young, both seniors, along with sopho- 
more Mo Collins, who will switch from right to 
left tackle to replace Odom, are outstanding. 
Sophomore Zach Piller, a talented transfer from 
Georgia Tech, will battle for the right tackle spor. 
Green's vacated left guard position is up for grabs, 
with junior Elijah Brown, sophomore Deac Story 
and redshirt freshman Ryan Kalich figuring in 
the first-team mix. 

For the second year in a row, the Gators must 
replace three starting defensive linemen, bur 
unlike last season, they won't be trying to fill the 
shoes of two No. | draft choices. 


depth 
OFFENSE (9) 


Reidel Anthony (Jt., 2); 12 Jacquez Green (So., 1) 
tke Hilliard (Jr, 2); 12 Jacquez Green (So., 1) 
Mo Collins (So., 1); 70 Cooper Carlisle (Fr., 0) 
Ryan Katich (Fr., 0); 72 Deac Story (So., 1) 

Jeff Mitchell (Sr, 3); 62 Corey Yarbrough (Fr., 0) 
Donnie Young (Sr., 3); 68 Eljah Brown (r., 0) 
Zach Piller (So, 0); 73 Pat Browning (So., 0) 
Tremayne Alten (St., 1); 80 Shawn Nunn (Sr, 3) 
Danny Weerffel (Sx, 3); 10 Enc Kresser (Sr, 3) 
Jerome Evans (Sr. 2); 23 Dwayne Mobley (Sc, 3) 
Elijah Williams (Je, 2}; 21 Fred Taylor Ur, 2) 
Bart Edmiston (St, 2) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Tim Beauchamp {So., 1); 56 Cameron Davis (Sr, 3) 
Ed Chester (So., 1); 90 Mike Moton (Jr, 2) 
Reggie McGrew (Fr,, 0); 66 Keith Council Ue., 2) 
Willie Cohens (So., 1); 54 Willie Rodgers (r., 1) 
Johany Rutledge (So., 1); 41 Knith Kelsey (Fr., 0) 
James Bates (Sr., 3); 41 Keith Kolsey (Fr. 0) 
Mike Peterson (So,, 1); 42 Jevon Kearse (Fr., 0) 
Fred Weary (Jt. 2); 2 Shew Showers (Sr., 3) 
Anthone Lott (Sr., 3); 5 Ronnie Battie (ir.. 1) 
Lawrence Wright (St, 3); 27 Demetric Jackson (Se, 3) 
Teako Brown (So, 1); 13 Mike Harris Ur, 2) 
Robby Stevenson (So., 1) 
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Senior defensive end Cameron Davis is the 
most experienced of those returning, but he 
needs to develop consistency and avoid academic 
woes. Sophomores Tim Beauchamp and Willie 
Cohens could be the starting ends. Sophomore 
Ed Chester and, when healthy, junior Keith 
Counsel played key roles at tackle. Junior Mike 
Moten and redshirt freshmen Reggie McGrew 
and Ernie Badeaux bear watching. 

Johnny Rutledge, a sophomore, is the prime 
candidate at one outside linebacker. On the 
inside, senior James Bates is coming off far-and- 
away the best season (75 tackles, owo fumble 
recoveries, one interception) of an injury-plagued 
career, He excels in pass coverage. Sophomore 
Mike Peterson joined Rutledge on the SEC's All- 
Freshman Team in '95, 

Normally an area of liability, Florida's sec- 
ondary became one of dependability last season. 
Senior Anthone Lott, coming off an All-SEC 
campaign, and junior Fred Weary, a playmaker, 
return on the corners. Senior Shea Showers and 
junior Ronnie Battle are capable backups, with 
sophomore Tony George and redshirt freshman 
Damian Hill, both former Parade All-Americans, 
ready to step up. 

Strong safety Lawrence Wright (team-high 109 
tackles) joined Lott on the All-SEC team. Free 
safety will be a battle among senior Demetric 
Jackson, junior Mike Harris and sophomore 
Teako Brown. 

Bart Edmiston, senior placekicker, set an 
NCAA record with 71 extra points. He tried only 
12 field goals, making just six. Sophomore Robby 
Stevenson was called on for an SEC-low 33 punts 
and averaged 38.3 yards. 

As for the other facets of the kicking game, 
Florida has been outstanding in coverages the last 
two seasons but must do so this year minus fiery 
special teams coordinator Ron Zook, who left for 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. The Gators blocked four 
punts in '95 and also returned wo kickoffs for 
touchdowns, including one in the Fiesta Bowl, 
both by Anthony. 

Once again, the Gators begin a season — as 
they have the previous three — as legitimate 
national championship contenders. 

Given Florida’s remarkable success at home — 
Spurrier is 35-2 at The Swamp, including a 20-1 
mark vs. the SEC — the team's postseason fate 
will more than likely be determined in just the 
third game, the Sept. 21 conference opener at 
Tennessee. Should the Gators escape victorious 
(Florida has won three straight against the Vol- 
unteers), they'll almost certainly be favored in the 
seven games leading up to that annual regular- 
season-ending bloodbath with Florida State, this 
time in Tallahassee. 

Win or lose against the Seminoles, the Gators 
have had the SEC Championship Game to fall 
back on the last four years. A win in Knoxville 
could make them the first team in SEC history to 
win four straight outright league titles. 
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‘The Strength® System isa great 
asset for any football program 
working on overall: Team 
SPEED, QUICKNESS, & 
ATHLETIC ABILITY. We're 
always looking for ways of 
increasing team speed, and 
with the Strangth® System 
we have found it. I'm so 
impressed with the Strengih® 
Training System we te 
pulting them on our 
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Mich higan Wolverines 


Head Coach: Lloyd Carr 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 9-4-0 (5-3-0) 
1996 Pick: ist Big Ten 


loyd Carr's first game as a college head 
coach should have told him what kind of 
year it was going to be. His Michigan 
Wolverines trailed Virginia 17-0 in the fourth 
quarter, and the Michigan Stadium crowd was 
booing. What transpired was the greatest come- 
back in the school’s football history, with the 
folverines prevailing 18-17 on a touchdown as 
time expired. 

That game set the pattern for an up-and-down 
1995 season, Michigan swatted Illinois in Cham- 
paign the next weekend but five weeks later lost 
to Northwestern at home, then blew a late lead in 
a loss to intrastate rival Michigan State. The 
Wolverines bounced back, however, and shocked 
No, 2-ranked Ohio State 31-23, denying their 
bitter rival a Rose Bowl berth and a shot at the 
national championship. 

In many ways, it was an exhilarating autumn 
for Carr, who had the “interim” label removed 
from his title before the Nov. 18 Penn State 
game. Twelve of his players were named to the 
coaches’ All-Big Ten first and second teams. But 
the final result — a third-place conference finish 
(tied with Penn State at 5-3), an Alamo Bowl loss 
to Texas A&M and a 9-4 overall record — didn't 
qualify for scrapbooks among the Wolverine 
faithful. 

“We did have a season to be proud of, but it's 
not a season we're satisfied with,” Carr says. “Our 
goal was to win the Big Ten title. We didn't do that, 
and we have no excuses.” 

As a longtime assistant at Michigan, Carr under- 
stands the pressure he faces is extreme. On many 
campuses, theyd celebrate a team that has won 25 
games in the last three years, Not in Ann Arbor. 

“Two losses (in a season) may be acceptable, 
depending on who we lose to,” says athletic direc- 
tor Joe Roberson. “Three is rarely going to be a 
good season, Four is bad.” 

Carr is a true-blue “Michigan man,” a native of 
the state who served 15 years as an assistant under 
Bo Schembechler and Gary Moeller. His first task 
is to restore Michigan as a Big Ten power, The 
Wolverines haven't been to the Rose Bowl in 
three years, their longest absence in a decade. In 
the last two seasons, their combined record 
against principal conference rivals Ohio ed 
Michigan State and Penn State is a meager 2-4. 

“T will not rest and | will not be satisfied until 
we are in Pasadena and are the Rose Bowl cham- 
pions,” Carr declares. 

The big news in spring drills was the return of 
sophomore quarterback Scott Dreisbach, who 
didn't play after spraining his thumb a month 
into the "95 scason. A classic drop-back passer 
who set school records for attempts (52) and 
yards (372) in the opener against Virginia, Dreis- 
bach fired the game-winning touchdown pass on 
the final play, He completed 52.8 percent of his 
throws before being injured. Dreisbach won't be 
handed the starting job, however. Junior Brian 
Griese, son of NFL Hall of Famer Bob Griese, 
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Jarrett Irons 


performed capably (54.9 percent completions, 11 
touchdowns). 

The Wolverines will miss tailback ‘Tshimanga 
Biakabutuka, whose 313 rushing yards against 
Ohio State represent the second-highest single- 
game output in school history. But Michigan i is, 
as usual, loaded with capable ball carriers. The 
man to watch is sophomore Clarence Williams, 
the leading returnee (191 yards). Williams will be 
pushed by junior Chris Howard, who rushed for 
175 yards and caught two touchdown passes. At 
fullback, junior Chris Floyd is back as the starter. 

The receiving corps is an area of concern. In 
fact, the Wolverines are so thin they gave a spring 
tryout to Dugan Fife, a guard on the school’s bas- 
ketball team. 


depth 


OFFENSE (5) 


Tat Streets {So., 1): 4 Anthony Williams (r., 1) 
Jon Jansen {So., 1); 72 John Partchenko Ur,, 2) 
Damon Denson (Sr,, 3}; 78 Noah Parker (So., 1) 
Rod Payne (Sr., 3); 54 Joe Ries Ur, 1) 

Joe Ries Ur., 1); 78 Noah Parher (So.. 1) 

Zach Adami (Jt, 2); 75 Thomas Guynes (Sr., 3) 
Jerame Tuman {So., 1); 82 Mark Campbell (So. 1) 
Anthony Williams (Jc. 1): 1 Tyrone Butterfield (So,, 1) 
Scott Drelsbach (So., 1); 14 Brian Griese (Js, 1) 
Chris Floyd (Jt, 2); 36 Aaron Shea (Fr., 0) 

Chris Howard (r., 2); 33 Clarence Williams (So.. 1) 
Remy Hamilton (Sr, 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Glen Steele (Je, 2): 55 Rasheed Simmons (So., 1) 
Ben Huff (r., 2); 91 Josh Williams (Fr.. 0} 

William Carr (Sc, 3); 56 Rob Renes (Fr.. 0) 
Juequin Feazell (So. 1); 95 Pat Kratus (Ft. 0) 
David Bowens (So., 1); 57 Chris Singletary {So., 1) 
Jarrett Irons (S¢., 3); 43 Clint Copenhaver (So., 1) 
Sam Sword (So., 1); 44 Rob Swett (Jc, 2) 
Woodos Harkins {S. 3;, 17 Clarence Thompson (Se, 3) 
Chuck Winters (Se, 3); 28 Daydrion Taylor (So., 1) 
Clarence Thompson (Sr., 3); 27 Steve King (Sr., 3) 
Charles Woodson (So., 1); 30 Andre Weathers (So., 1) 
Paul Peristeris (Sr, 1) 
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Gone are Michigan's top three receivers — out- 
standing wideouts Mercury Hayes and Amani 
Toomer, and rugged tight end Jay Riemersma — 
and the top returning receiver is fullback Floyd. 

But the coaches have been impressed with a 
pair of sophomores: Tai Streets, who played in 
seven games last year, and Tyrone Butterfield, 
who played in eight. Also in the mix is junior 
Anthony Williams. At tight end, sophomore Jer- 
ame Tuman is working to overcome a knee 
injury. 

Michigan has perhaps the best center in the 
nation in senior Rod Payne, who was named to the 
coaches’ All-Big Ten squad. Michigan lost standout 
right guard Joe Marinaro and All-Big Ten left tackle 
Jon Runyan, who left a year early to enter the NFL 
draft. Offensive line returnees include junior Zach 
Adami, senior Damon Denson and sophomore Jon 
Jansen. 

According to Northwestern coach Gary Barnett, 
the Wolverines possess “probably the best defense 
I've seen since I've been in the Big ‘Ten. They're 
very aggressive.” That's high praise coming from a 
man whose team led the nation in scoring defense. 

Michigan ranked No. | in the Big Ten (11th 
nationally) in total defense in 1995, allowing just 
286 yards per game. A big reason was the front 
wall, three members of which return: junior Glen 
Steele, sophomore Rasheed Simmons and senior 
William Carr. Sophomore Juaquin Feazell and 
junior Ben Huff move up to starting assignments. 

The linebacking unit is anchored by all-confer- 
ence selection Jarrett Irons, a senior who led the 
team with 118 tackles. The rest of the corps lacks 
seasoning, but several players have shown 
promise, including sophomores Sam Sword, 
David Bowens and Clint Copenhaver. 

Michigan conceded only nine touchdown passes 
last year, the fewest by any Big Ten team except 
Northwestern. But the Wolverines yielded too 
many completions (opponents hit on 56 percent of 
their attempts). With eight lettermen returning in 
the secondary, the coaches hope that will change. 
The leader is senior strong safety Clarence 
Thompson, who had off-season shoulder surgery. 
He'll get plenty of help from senior free safety 
Chuck Winters, sophomore cornerback Charles 
Woodson, the 1995 Big Ten Freshman of the 
Year, and senior corner Woodrow Hankins. 

Senior Remy Hamilton needs only a dozen 
field goals to equal Mike Gillette's school record 
of 57. Punting chores will be handled by senior 
Paul Peristeris. 

The Wolverines ranked last in the league in 
kickoff returns with an anemic 15.4-yard average. 

Michigan has lost nine conference games in 
three years after suffering only seven defeats from 
1985-92. The Wolverines are no longer dominant, 
but with a veteran defense, they could contend for 
the Rose Bowl. As always, Michigan faces one of 
the nation’s toughest schedules, with trips to Col- 
orado and Northwestern and a season-ending dou- 
ble-dip against Penn State and Ohio State. 
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pon his reincarnation as Southern Cali- 
| BB fornia’s coach three years ago, John 
Ui: told Trojan alumni that a Rose 

Bowl was just around the corner. 

That corner was turned last season. 

Robinson also told them that beating UCLA 
and Notre Dame was just 2 matter of time, and 
that the time would be short. USC immediately 
put up billboards around Los Angeles, letting 
Notre Dame know what was coming. 

Burt what has come has been a five-year losing 
streak against UCLA and 13 seasons of futility 


USC Trojans 


third season as a starter at one end, and junior 
George Perry, a converted nose guard, will line up 
at the other. Often-injured Junior Rickman, a 
junior, and sophomore Lawrence Larry provide 
depth. 

With three ’95 starters at linebacker gone, the 
Trojans have moved senior Sammy Knight from 
defensive back to linebacker. The 195-pound 
Knight has the instincts of a hitter and recorded 
89 tackles last fall. He'll play like a rover to con- 
found offenses. 

“Sammy is driven to compete,” says secondary 


against the Irish, 

How bad has it gotten? After the regular season 
and before a Rose Bowl victory over Northwest- 
ern, The Daily Trojan, the school newspaper, 


; coach Dennis Thurman, who played with All- 
= American and later All-Pro Ronnie Lort in the 
= Trojan defensive backfield. “It’s his passion, just 
& as it was for Ronnie here.” 


called for Robinson's ouster. 

Three seasons, two Pacific-10 championships, 
shared or won outright. What does it take at 
USC? 

“We've failed to beat our two main rivals, so it’s 
clear we have some more work to do,” says 
Robinson.” 

A year ago, Robinson, whose ‘Trojans were 
9-2-1, may have had too much of a good thing 
with Brad Orton and Kyle Wachholtz sharing 
time under center. Now, with Wachholtz gone, 
his concern is whether Orton can finish what he 
starts. He completed 130-of-212 regular-season 
passes for 1,532 yards as a junior, with 12 touch- 
downs and just four interceptions, Orton holds 
an NCAA record, having thrown 202 regular-sea- 
son passes without a theft. Behind him are inex- 
perienced senior Matt Koffler and a pair of 
redshirt freshmen, 

USC has enough tailbacks to stock a league, and 
chief among them is junior Delon Washington 
(220 carries for 1,058 yards and five touchdowns in 
95). Though it might be hard to believe, Washing- 
ton is the first 1,000-yard rusher since 1990 at Tail- 
back U. Most of those yards were gained after the 
third game of the season and after Shawn Walters 
was declared ineligible for involvement with an 
agent. Walters, a senior, is back, and he will be eli- 
gible after the third game. 

Much of Rodney Sermons’ time will probably 
be spent at fullback, where the junior is a crunch- 
ing blocker and can catch the ball (12 receptions, 
86 yards). 

How do you replace All-American Keyshawn 
Johnson? With numbers. Junior Larry Parker (24 
catches, 265 yards) will again start at one wide- 
out, and Johnson's cousin, senior Chris Miller 
(18-165), at the other. Add Billy Miller, a prep 
All-American now a sophomore, and three 
incoming prep All-Americans and the Trojans are 
well-stocked on the flanks. 

Besides losing Johnson's outside work, the USC 
quarterbacks had two catch-happy tight ends in 
Johnny McWilliams and Tyler Cashman, both 
gone. In their place is senior John Allred, “a pun- 
ishing blocker,” Robinson says. 

Five seniors started on the offensive line for the 
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Rose Bowl game, which means five less-experi- 
enced players will line up in their places against 
Penn State in the Kickoff Classic on Aug. 25. 
Junior Chris Brymer is back from academic exile 
and should start at one guard spot. The other will 
be contested between sophomore David Pratchard 
and junior Phalen Pounds, who landed in Robin- 
son’s doghouse after missing a meeting before the 
Rose Bowl. Junior Jonathan Himebauch will set 
up at center, and the tackles will be sophomores 
Rome Douglas and Ken Bowen, whose 6-8, 320- 
pound frame prompted a switch from tight end. 
Without a true nose guard, USC will go to a 
4-3 defensive alignment, built around dominant 
tackles Matt Keneley, a senior, and Darrell Russell, 
a 320-pound junior. Willie Lowery returns for his 


| Eu chart 
‘OFFENSE (3) 


Rome Douglas (S0., 1): 68 Brent MoCattrey (Fr., 0) 
Chris Brymer Ur., 1); 72 Dong Koo (Sr., 1) 
Jonathan Himebouch (., 21: 63 Mark Marsha (Fr, 0} 
David Pratchard (So,, 1); 61 Matt McShane (Fr, 0) 
Ken Bowen (S0.. 1); 79 Grant Boelter (Jt, 0) 

_ John Allred (Sr., 3); 84 Jett Dittz (Se, 2) 

Larry Parker (Jt, 2); 8 Billy Miller (So., 1) 

Brad Otton (S¢., 2); 13 Matt Koffier (Sr., 2) 
Rodhey Sermons (ir, 2); 39 Marvin Powell (So.. 1) 
Delon Washington (Je, 2); Shawn Walters (Se. 3) 
Chis Miler (Sr., 1); 6 Tony Gritfin (Fr, 0) 

Adam Abrams (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Willie Lowery (Se, 3): 57 Aaron Williams (Fr., 0) 
Darrell Russell (Je, 2); 97 Cedric Jefferson Ur., 2) 
Matt Keneley (Sz. 3); 93 Anthony Sanford (Sr. 0) 
George Perry (Ue. 2k; 45 Greg Team (Sr., 1) 
Mark Cusano (So., 1); 56 Lawrence Larry (So. 1) 
Bob Aubrey (So,, 1): 44 Mark Fartin (Sr. 2) 
Sammy Knight (Sr, 3); 34 Ryan Tyiska Ur, 2) 
Daylon McCutcheon (So., 1); 14 Prentice Hill (So. 1) 
Grant Pearsall Ur., 2}; 8 Rashard Cook (So., 1) 
Brian Kelly (Je., 2); 25 Nuke Bastianelll (So., 1) 
Quincy Harrison (St., 2); 26 Ken Hastip (So., 1) 
Sen Wien Ur., 0) 
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Sophomore outside linebacker Mark Cusano 
tied for fourth on the team with 50 tackles and 
appears ready to step in as a starter. The all- 


After an 8-2-1 season 
and before a Rose Bowl 
victory over Northwestern, 
The Daily Trojan called for 
Robinson’s ouster. 


important middle linebacker spot will be con- 
tested among junior Taso Papadakis, who missed 
last season because of a knee injury, sophomore 
Bob Aubrey, junior Mark Farlin and_ highly 
touted incoming freshman Chris Claiborne. 

USC gave up only six passing touchdowns in 
1995. Chief among the reasons was the corner- 
back play of sophomore Daylon McCutcheon, 
and senior Brian Kelly. With Knight moving for- 
ward a bit in the alignment, Kelly shifts to safety, 
joining junior Grant Pearsall. Senior Quincy 
Harrison and sophomore Ken Haslip will battle 
for playing time at the other corner. 

Sophomore kicker Adam Abrams was injured 
early last season, but when he returned, he pro- 
vided just what the Trojans needed, successfully 
converting 4-of-5 regular-season field-goal tries. 
His longest was a 46-yarder in the Rose Bowl. 
Sophomore Adam Rendon, who hit 4-of-7 
attempts, will continue to press Abrams. 

Junior Jim Wren is the top punting candidate. 

Chris Miller will again handle kickoff returns. 
He ran back 12 last fall for a 23.8-yard average. 
Parker rolled up a 9.2-yard average returning 
punts. McCurchcon could get some playing time 
in this area, too. 

USC must grow up quickly to face a schedule 
that begins with games against Penn State, in East 
Rutherford, N.J., and at Illinois before taking on 
Oregon State at home and Houston on the road. 

“We need our defense to play well enough to 
let our offensive line mature,” Robinson says. 
“And on offense, we need balance. We have to be 
able to run the football.” 

If those things occur, a second straight Pac-10 
tide and another trip to the Rose Bowl will be the 
rewards, 
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Head Coach: JohnMackovic 
1995 Record (SWC): 10-2-1 (7-0-0) 
1996 Pick: ist Big 12 South 


ollowing their first outright conference 
title in five years and just prior to their set- 
back in the Sugar Bowl, the Texas Long- 
horns received plenty of unwanted national 
exposure for having an ineligible player on the 
squad. This year, the Longhorns again figure to 
attract plenty of national attention during the 
bowl season. This time, however, the national 
spotlight should be shining on an imposing ros- 
ter instead of a roster impostor. Rest assured, the 
1996 Longhorns certainly look like the real deal. 

“You look at their roster, and it’s awfully 
impressive,” says Texas Tech coach Spike Dykes. 
“Everything seems to be in place for Texas.” 

Indeed, the Longhorns return enough fire- 
power to establish peace in the Middle East. 
Texas returns 14 starters, including Southwest 
Conference Offensive Player of the Year James 
Brown, Newcomer of the Year Shon Mitchell, 
Freshman of the Year Ricky Williams and seven 
consensus all-conference performers. 

“There are a lot of little questions to be 
answered and some real big questions, particu- 
larly in the offensive and defensive lines,” says 
Texas coach John Mackovic. “But overall, we're 
very excited about the makeup of this team.” 

Unlike the legendary singer who shares the same 
name, junior quarterback Brown hasn't had many 
reasons recently to shout out, “I feel good.” Brown 
was slowed by an ankle injury late last season and 
was hampered all year by ligament problems in his 
right (throwing) shoulder. Nevertheless, Brown, 
who missed spring practice to rehabilitate his 
shoulder, managed to finish 22nd nationally in 
total offense (234.8 per game). He is the Big 12's 
top returning total offense performer, one of the 
premier run-pass quarterbacks in the country, and 
if he stays healthy, the Longhorns’ offense is 
extremely dangerous. 

“I have to tip my hat to James Brown,” says 
Texas A&M linebacker Keith Mitchell. “He was 
hurt (last year against A&M) and still made the 
plays they needed to win. He's tough.” 

The Horns are thin behind Brown, with 
sophomore Richard Walton and redshirt fresh- 
man Marty Cherry the top reserves. 

Texas lacks depth in some areas, but definitely nor 
at running back. The Mitchell- Williams duo was 
the second-most productive rushing combination in 
Longhorn history (2,089 yards, 18 touchdowns) and 
led Texas to a No. 22 national ranking in rushing. 
Mitchell is a senior, Williams a sophomore. Last year, 
Mitchell became the first Longhorn since Eric Met- 
calf in 1987 to rush for over 1,000 yards in a season, 
and Williams, who missed the spring to play profes- 
sional baseball, drew comparison to Earl Campbell 
for his bullish style. Senior Priest Holmes, the 1994 
Sun Bow! MVP. sat out last year because of an injury, 
but he'll be an outstanding backup. 

A two-time all-conference player and a semifi- 
nalist the last nwo years for the Biletnikoff Award, 
elusive wideout Mike Adams is already Texas’ all- 
time leader in career receiving yards (2,090). The 
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Texas Longhorns 


senior flanker's durability and versatility make 
him one of the Longhorns’ most dangerous 
offensive weapons. Opposite Adams, senior Cur- 
tis Jackson, junior Cortney Epps, senior Matt 
Davis and sophomore Wane McGarity likely will 
share time at split end. Second team All-Ameri- 
can Pat Fitzgerald rounds out the receiving corps 
at tight end. 

The Longhorns lose three offensive line starters 
from a year ago. On the positive side, however, 
senior All-American Dan Neil is an Oudand Tro- 
phy candidate at right guard. Joining Neil as the 
only other returning starter up front is junior 
center Ryan Fiebiger. Sophomores Ben Adams, 
Octavious Bishop and Jay Humphrey are pro- 
jected as starters. Sophomore Russell Gaskamp 


dep 


OFFENSE (7) 


Curtis Jackson {Sr.. 3): 7 Cortney Epps Ur.. 0) 
Octavious Bishop (So., 1); 71 Keith Frierson (Fr, 0) 
Ben Adams {So., 1); 65 Travis Wood {So., 0) 
Ryan Fiebiger (Jc, 2); 54 Russell Gaskamp {So.. 0) 
Dan Neil (Sr., 3); 54 Russell Gaskamp (So.; 0) 
Say Humptwey {So., 1);:76 Brent Kelly (Ur. 1) 
Pat Fitzgerald (Sr, 2); 89 Steve Bradiey (Sx, 3) 
James Brown (Jr., 2); 10 Richard Walton (So.. 1) 
Shon Mitchell (Sc. 3); 8 Wane McGanty {So., 1) 
Ricky Williams (So., 2); 32 Jeffrey Clayton (Sr, 1} 
Mike Adams (St, 3); 86 Matt Davis (Sr., 2) 
Phil Dawson (Jr., 2) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Gray Mosier (So., 1); 54 Corey Davies (Sr., 0) 
Chris Akins (Jr, 2}; 61 Bryon Uoyd (r., 0) 
Carence Martin {So.. 1); 53 Mein Jenkins (Jr, 0) 
Jenathan Hickerson (Sc, 25 93 Michse! Boudoin (So. 1) 
Kyle Richardson (Jr., 3); 46 Dusty Renfro (So., 1) 
Tyson King (Sr., 3); 55 Anthony Hicks (Fr., 0) 
Mark Kuper (So.,.0); 92 Damon Luckett (Fr.. 0) 
Taje Allen (Sz, 3); 31 Tony Holmes (So., 1) 
Chris Carter (Sr., 3); 18 Cody Danaher (Sr. 3) 
Tre Thomas (Sr, 3); 25 Robert Crenshaw {Sr., 3) 
Bryant Westbrook (St., 3); 28 Anton Hector (Fr., 0} 
Mark Schultis (Jc, 1) 
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and Travis Wood, junior Brent Kelly and redshirt 
freshman Keith Frierson should battle for playing, 
time. 

Texas’ defensive line loses two of three starters, 
including All-American defensive end ‘Tony 
Brackens, who led the team in sacks three years 
running and left carly for the NFL draft. ‘Texas 
has just three returning veterans and will be 
forced to rely on some incoming freshmen, The 
good news is that All-SWC junior nose guard 
Chris Akins returns to gum up the middle for 
opposing offenses, but he'll have to shoulder a 
significant burden. Sophomores Gray Mosier and 
Clarence Martin are the only other lettermen up 


~ front. Incoming freshmen Derrick Curry, Will 


Goodloe, Casey Hampton and Cedric Woodard 
will compete for playing time immediately. 

With the return of starters ‘Tyson King, a senior 
who led the team in tackling the last two years, 
and junior Kyle Richardson, Texas is solid at 
inside linebacker. Bur with the loss of starters 
Robert Reed and Jason Reeves, the outside is 
questionable. King and Richardson have com- 
bined to start 39 games the last two seasons. 
Sophomore Dusty Renfro, who led all SWC 
freshmen defenders last year with 64 tackles, pro- 
vides solid depth. Senior Jonathan Hickerson, 
sophomores Mark Kuper and Michael Boudoin 
and redshirt freshman Damon Luckett are pro- 
jected to share time at the outside linebacker 
spots. 

‘Texas returns all four starting defensive backs, 
and all four are seniors with three letters apiece. 
Cornerbacks Bryant Westbrook and Taje Allen, 
free safety Chris Carter and strong safety ‘Tre 
Thomas have combined to start 93 games in the 
last three years. Westbrook and Carter were both 
consensus all-conference a year ago. 

If junior Phil Dawson returns from reconstructive 
knee surgery, the Longhorns’ kicking game is in solid 
shape. Dawson was outstanding as a sophomore, 
making four field goals of 50 yards or more, includ- 
ing a 50-yarder into a 20-mph wind to beat Virginia 
on the final play of the game. Junior Mark Schultis 
returns as the Longhorns’ punter after averaging 40.4 
yards and dropping 15 inside the opponents’ 20- 
yard line, Schultis is also a talented placekicker, but 
true freshman Kris Stockton may prove to be Daw- 
son's top backup. 

Adams should handle both kickoff and punt 
returns, although Carter averaged 11.9 yards per 
punt return last season, and Jackson averaged 
21.6 yards per kickoff return in 1994, 

Last year was a breakthrough season for the 
Longhorns. If they can keep Brown, whose shoul- 
der problem is cause for serious concern, and the 
offensive and defensive lines from breaking 
down, '96 could be even better. 

Texas has collected its most talented team, 
especially at the skill positions, in recent history. 
And with six teams that went to bowl games last 
year on the Longhorns’ schedule, that’s not a bad 
place to begin, 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (ACC): 
1996 Pick: 


Tommy West 
8-4-0 (6-2-0) 
2nd ACC 


¢ Clemson Tigers, road warriors in 1995, 
vill try to keep from becoming roadkill in 
1996. 

[st year, Clemson was one of eight Division I- 
A teams to post a perfect regular-season record on 
the road (5-0). If they repeat that feat in 1996, 
the sky is the limit. 

The Tigers open the season at North Carolina, 
the first time since 1977 they start out against 
another Adlantic Coast Conference team. They 
also must visit the defending ACC co-champi- 
ons, Florida State and Virginia. 

“We are going to have to continue our recent 
trend of playing well on the road right from the 
opening kickoff of the season,” says Clemson 
coach Tommy West. 

Clemson plays four of its first six games away 
from Death Valley. Conversely, for the first time 
ever, four of the final five contests are at home. 

The 1995 Tigers won their last five regular-sea- 
son games but were hammered by Syracuse 41-0 
in the Gator Bowl and finished 8-4 overall (6-2 
and third in the ACC). 

For a change, the offense will have to carry the 
load until the defense settles in. In 1994, West's 
first scason, Clemson finished last in the ACC in 
scoring and toral offense, After showing dramatic 
improvement last year, the Tigers are the only 
team in the ACC to return their starting quarter- 
back. “We showed a lot of improvement offen- 
sively last year,” West says. “Now we want to take 
it to another level.” 

Meanwhile, the Tigers have finished in the top 
10 nationally in scoring defense for two years in 
a tow. 

“We don't have the experience (on defense) as 
we do on offense, but we have played more peo- 


ple on defense than offense the last couple of 


years, so we do have players with experience,” 
West says. 

The ‘Tigers return 43 lettermen, including 
eight starters on offense but only five on defense. 
They lost both kicking specialists. The offense 


returns players who accounted for 96 percent of 


last year’s rushing yardage, 95 percent of the pass- 
ing yards and 88 percent of the receiving yards. 

The Tigers completed 56.7 percent of their 
passes last year, second-best in school history. 
Junior Nealon Greene, who started every game, 
did even better, hitting on 116-of-202 (57.4 per- 
cent) for 1,537 yards, 10 touchdowns and eight 
interceptions. It was the finest sophomore season 
in Clemson history. 

The running back positions are secure with 
230-pound junior tailback Raymond Priester and 
senior fullback Emory Smith, Emmitt’s kid 
brother, who weighs in at 242. They were the 
most prolific backfield tandem in school history, 
combining for 2,034 yards and 20 touchdowns, 

Priester set a Clemson single-season rushing 
record with 1,322 yards and averaged 5.6 per 
carry. He also set a single-game record with 263 
yards against Duke and was only the second 
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Clemson Tigers 


Clemson player since 1967 to lead the ACC in 
rushing. Smith gained 712 yards, the most by a 
Clemson fullback since 1983, and scored 15 
touchdowns. 

The wide receiver corps features explosive 
senior Antwuan Wyatt, who led the Tigers in 
receiving yards (683), receptions (45), touch- 
down catches (five), kickoff returns (25.1-yard 


average) and punt returns (11.9), His average of 


118.2 all-purpose yards per game is second-best 
in Clemson history. 

“Anowuan Wyatt is one of the most dangerous 
players in the ACC,” West says, “He can beat you 
many ways. He is elusive on kick returns and in 
the open field on receptions, but he also has our- 
standing hands.” 
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OFFENSE (8) 


80 Tony Hore (J., 2); 88 Kenya Crooks (Jr., 2) 
70 Holland Postell (So., 1); 61 Mark Landry (r,, 2) 
77 Matt Butler (So,, 1); 74 Brent Banasiewicz (So., 1) 
55 Jamie Trimble (Sr, 2); 78 Ed Altman (Jr., 1) 

75 Glenn Rountree (Jt., 2); 64 Zane Lewis (So., 1) 
79 Jim Bundren (Jt., 2); 68 Joedy Mitchell (Fr., 0) 
82 Lamont Hail (Ur., 2): 49 Jason Collins Ur., 2) 
19 Antwuan Wyatt (S¢.. 3); 2 Joe Woods (St, 3) 
15 Nealon Greene (Jc, 2); Brandon Streeter (Fr... 0) 
18 Emory Smith (Sc, 3); 32 Kelton Dunnican (Sr, 1) 
27 =Raymond Priester (Je, 2); 7 Lamont Pegues Ur, 2) 
30 Mike Brice {Jr., 0) 


DEFENSE (5) 


47 Howard Bartiey (So., 0); 58 Kendrick Bridges (Fr, 0) 
89. Trevor Pryce (Jr., 2); 96 Tony Piantin (Jr,, 1) 

97 Raymond White (Je, 2}; 95 Gemard Randolph (Se. 2) 
92 Brett Williams (S¢. 3); 87 Eric Bradford (Sr., 1) 
33. Tony DeSue (Sr., 3); 53 Rahim Abdullah (Fr., 0) 
42 Mond Wilson Ur,, 2), 57 Chris Jones (So,, 4) 
41. Anthony Simmons (So,, 1); 54 John Thompson {Sa., 0) 
9 Dexter McCleon (Sr., 3); 43 Andy Ford (Sr.. 3) 
28 André Carter (S¢., 3); 31 Brad Pope (Sr., 2) 

1 Antwan Edwards (So., 1): 10 Michael Alien (So., 1) 
23 Peter Ford (Se, 3); 32 Darnond Ward (So., 1) 
37 Kevin Laird (So., 0) 
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Junior Tony Horne and senior Joe Woods 
return along with Wyatt, and junior Kenya 
Crooks also has starting experience. 

When Clemson uses a tight end, junior Lam- 
ont Hall is the man. He has never caught a pass 
bur is an outstanding blocker. 

A big order on offense is finding three new 
starters up front. The anchors will be junior 
tackle Jim Bundren and junior guard Glenn 
Rountree, the first tackle-guard combo ever to 
start every game in their freshman and sopho- 
more years at Clemson. Senior Jamie Trimble 
moves up at center. Sophomores Holland Postell 


? and Matt Butler may fill the vacant tackle and 


guard spots. 

Clemson ranked in the top 20 nationally in 
three defensive categories. The Tigers allowed 
16.2 points per game during the regular season 
and just 9.4 in the last five games. West will have 
to rebuild the line to maintain those numbers. 

Junior Raymond White moves from end to 
middle guard, where he started twice in 1994. 
Senior Brett Williams, a linebacker last year, and 
junior Trevor Pryce, a transfer from Michigan, 
could solidify the line at end, where junior Tony 
Plantin and senior Eric Bradford also figure. 

Clemson's most decorated player in 1995 was 
inside linebacker Anthony Simmons, now a 
sophomore. He led the Tigers with a freshman- 
record 150 tackles and was named National 
Rookie of the Year by UPI. 

The other inside spot will go to either junior 
Mond Wilson or sophomore Chris Jones, Wilson 
made 16 tackles against North Carolina. The 
outside linebackers will be senior Tony DeSuc 
and sophomore Howard Bartley. 

There is an unusual situation in the secondary. 
“It might be the strength of our defense,” West 
says, “yet we have to replace owo of the best play- 
ers we had on the team in (strong safety Brian) 
Dawkins and (free safety Leomont) Evans, Bur 
we also feel that Andre Carter (senior strong 
safety) and Antwan Edwards (sophomore free 
safety) are going to do the job.” 

The leader of the secondary will be senior cor- 
nerback Dexter McCleon, who tied for the con- 
ference lead with 13 pass breakups. Seniors Peter 
and Andy Ford, Clemson's first owin brother 
combination in a century of football, will square 
off again at the other corner after combining for 
63 tackles and five interceptions a year ago, 

Wyatt was the first Clemson player ever to 
average 25 yards per kickoff return and 12 yards 
on punt returns in the same season. However, 
both kickers graduated, Sophomore Kevin Laird 
handled some pooch punts, but no letterman 
returns at placekicker. The leading candidates are 
juniors Mike Brice and David Richardson. 

An 8-3 record and another first-division finish 
are again within reach, particularly if Williams 
and Pryce can fortify the defensive line. Despite a 
lack of returning starters, there is a great deal of 
experience on defense, and the talent level is high. 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 1996 


Virginia 


Head Coach: Frank Beamer 
1995 Record (Big East): 10-2-0 (6-1-0) 
1996 Pick: ist Big East 


or years, finding Virginia Tech, nestled in 
MH the sparsely populated hills of souchwest- 
| ern Virginia, was a challenge. The univer- 
sity is still in Blacksburg, but the football team 
has a new residence: among the nation’s elite. 

Picked in some quarters a year ago to win the 
Big East, the Hokies were anything but hokey. 
After opening with a loss to Boston College and 
then being shut out by Cincinnati, Virginia Tech 
turned things around the following week, upset- 
ting Big East rival Miami 13-7. 

That started the ball rolling. When the season 
was over, the team that had gotten less respect 
than Rodney Dangerfield had a 10-game win- 
ning streak and a share of the Big East champi- 
onship (6-1), an impressive come-from-behind 
28-10 thrashing of Texas in the Sugar Bowl and 
a Top-10 final ranking. That silenced the critics. 

“We've got a chance to be a top program year 
in and year out,” coach Frank Beamer said after 
the Sugar Bowl game. “This kind of makes every- 
thing legitimate. We deserved to be here.” 

This very legitimate team returns 40 of 56 let- 
termen, including six starters on offense and six 
from what Beamer terms “a really special defen- 
sive team” that led the nation in rushing defense 
with a 77.4-yard average. 

The primary concerns are wide receiver, where 
both starters graduated, and the defensive line, 
which lost three of the front four. 

Senior Jim Druckenmiller, who at 6-5 and 223 
is built more like a linebacker, eliminated last 
year's quarterback concerns over the loss of Mau- 
tice DeShazo by throwing for 2,103 yards and 14 
touchdowns, Sophomore Al Clark, an option- 
type, was the backup but needs to improve his 
passing accuracy. 

Beamer says three-year starting tailback 
Dwayne Thomas will be tough to replace, but top 
backup Ken Oxendine, a junior who rushed for 
593 yards to Thomas’ 673, returns, as does junior 
Marcus Parker, who played both tailback and 
fullback and whose average of 5.8 yards per carry 
was the best of the three. Senior Brian Edmonds 
will again start at fullback. 

The Hokies must replace split end Jermaine 
Holmes, who caught nwo touchdown passes in 
the fourth-quarter comeback that beat Virginia 
in the regular-season finale, and flanker Bryan 
Still, who scored two long-range touchdowns — 
one on a 60-yard punt return — in the Sugar 
Bowl. 

Coaches are counting on senior Cornelius 
White (22 catches, 312 yards, evo touchdowns) 
and junior Michael Stuewe to step up. In addi- 
tion, sophomore Angelo Harrison made a name 
for himself on special teams with three blocked 
punts. Junior Shawn Scales also returns. Beamer 
is high on diminutive redshirt freshman Marcus 
Gildersleeve (5-7, 163), the fastest receiver. 

According to Beamer, senior Bryan Jennings 
has the potential to be the best tight end in Tech 
history. He caught 23 passes, including six in the 


yen’ 


% 


Sugar Bowl, and was one of the team’s top block- 
ers. 

Tony Brackens, Texas’ All-America defensive 
lineman in 1995, called Virginia Tech's offensive 
line “the best I've ever played against.” Three 
starters return, including a pair of all-star candi- 
dates: senior tackle Jay Hagood and senior center 
Billy Conaty. The other returning starter is junior 
guard Gennaro DiNapoli. Senior TJ. Washing- 
ton and sophomores Anthony Kapp and Derek 
Smith are solid contenders for the other tackle 
position. Either junior Todd Washington, TJ.’s 
younger brother, or sophomore Dwight Vick will 
be the other guard. 

The Hokies held Texas to 226 total yards, 
barely half of the Longhorns’ season-long aver- 
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OFFENSE (6) 


4 Comelius White {Sr., 3}; 36 Edmund Tan {r,, 0} 
71 Jay Hagood (Sr, 3): 60 Anthony Kapp (So., 1) 
75. Todd Washington (r., 1); 57 Dwight Vick {So., 0} 
Billy Conaty (Sr, 3); 70 John Matesic (c., 0} 
Gennaro DiNapoli (Jt., 0); 66 Todd Wheatley (So., 0} 
T.J. Washington (Sr., 2); 74 Derek Smith (So., 0} 
Bryan Jennings (Sr., 3); 40 Shaine Miles (Sr., 3) 
Jim Druckenmiller (Sr., 3); 5 Al Clark (So., 2) 
Ken Oxendine Ur., 2); 34 Marcus Parker (Ur., 2) 
Brian Edmonds (Sr., 3); 44 Shelly Ellison (Fr., 0) 
Michael Stuewe (Jr., 1): 22 Shawn Scales (r., 2) 
Jim Kibbie {Fr., 0} 


DEFENSE (6) 


Cornell Brown (St., 3); 53 Jason Buckland (Fr., 0) 
Waverly Jackson (Sr., 3); 52 Willlam Flowers (Jr,, 0} 
Brad Baylor (Ur., 0); 93 Kerwin Hairston (Jr., 0) 
Danny Wheel (Je., 1); 99 Chris Cyrus (Fr., 0) 
Brandon Semones (Sr., 3); 2 Tyron Edmond (So., 4) 
Tony Morrison Ur., 2); 49 Steve Tate Ur., 1) 
Myron Newsome (St., 1): 46 Jamel Smith (Fr., 0} 
Loren Johnson (So., 1); 18 Tony Joe Ur, 1) 
Torrian Gray (St., 3); 11 Cody Whipple Ur.. 0) 
Korey Irby (Ur., 2}; 20 Pierson Prioleau (So., 1} 
Larry Green (Sr., 3); 9 Antonio Banks (Sr, 3) 
John 1. Thomas (So., 1) 
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Tech Hokies 


age. “Their defense and team speed were every bit 
as good as anyone we played,” ‘Texas coach John 
Mackovic says. 

In the defensive front, starting tackles J.C. 
Price (15 tackles for losses, eight sacks) and Jim 
Baron are gone, plus top reserve Jeff Holland, 
along with Hank Coleman and Lawrence Lewis, 
who shared starting duties at one end, That leaves 
senior end Cornell Brown as the only returning 
regular. Since Brown was a consensus All-Ameri- 
can and is generally rated Tech's best defender 
since 1984 Oudand Trophy winner Bruce Smith, 
that’s not a bad place to start the rebuilding 
process. Brown was the Big East's Defensive 
Player of the Year, had 14 regular-season sacks, 
three more in the Sugar Bowl and 11 other tack- 
les behind the line of scrimmage. 

Junior Danny Wheel is favored to win the end 
position opposite Brown but will be challenged 
by redshirt freshman Chris Cyrus. Senior 
Waverly Jackson, a part-time starter (71 tackles, 
18 quarterback pressures), is coming off arthro- 
scopic knee surgery but is a good bet to start at 
tackle. The nose tackle spot could be manned by 
junior Brad Baylor, who appears to have shaken a 
nagging back problem. 

Returning on the outside are seniors Brandon 
Semones, a second-team All-Big East selection 
who was sidelined in the spring with a lower back 
injury, and Myron Newsome. The best bets to fill 
graduated leading tackler George DelRicco's spot 
are juniors Tony Morrison and Steve Tate, a walk- 
on who shows promise. 

Senior Torrian Gray, a second-team all-confer- 
ence pick at roverback, probably will move to free 
safety, as will junior Cody Whipple, last year’s 
third-string quarterback. Junior Korey Irby 
switches from linebacker to rover, where he will 
battle sophomore Pierson Prioleau, who saw con- 
siderable action at cornerback. Senior Larry 
Green, a season-long starter, was held out of 
spring ball to concentrate on academics. He will 
contest with sophomore Loren Johnson at one 
corner. Johnson took over when senior Antonio 
Banks suffered a knee injury. 

Sophomore John I. Thomas (38.9-yard aver- 
age) returns as the punter. Placekicker Atle 
Larsen, the team’s leading scorer, is gone, and the 
job will go to either redshirt freshman Jim Kibble 
or incoming freshman Shayne Graham. 

Banks returned five kickoffs for a 28.2-yard 
average last year, and Green was the top punt 
returner with 23 for a 9.0-yard average. 

“In the sports world, it’s not so much what you 
did yesterday but what you're gonna do tomor- 
row,” Beamer says, knowing it’s a short plunge 
from the penthouse to the outhouse. “Every year 
is certainly not gonna be like this. But if every 
year you're mentioned up there around the top, 
that’s what I'm shooting for. 

“[ think we can be a good team. Our goal is to 
be in the top echelon of the Big East Conference 
and challenge again for the championship.” 
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Head Coach: Joe Paterno 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 9-3-0 (5-3-0) 
1996 Pick: 2nd Big Ten 


ho would have thought Penn State's 

men’s basketball team would contend 

for the Big Ten championship much 
of last season and the football team wouldn'? 

Not that the football season was a washout. 
The Nittany Lions capped a 9-3 campaign with 
three straight wins, including a 43-14 blowout of 
Auburn in the Outback Bowl. But they were 
eliminated from the Big Ten race in early Novem- 
ber after losing 21-10 to eventual champion 
Northwestern. 

The Lions return 33 of 55 lettermen but only 
four starters on offense, along with eight on 
defense and both kicking specialists. 

"| think we have just about got to start over, 
particularly on offense,” says Joe Paterno, who 
won at least nine games for the 19th time and 
brings a record of 278-72-3 into his 31st season 
at Penn State, a head-coaching career that spans 
the administrations of seven U.S. presidents. 

Paterno has surpassed Alabama's legendary Bear 
Bryant for most career bow! victories. And notch- 
ing 46 wins in the next five seasons (9.2 a year) 
will enable Paterno, who will be 74 at that point, 
to pass Bryant's mark of 323 wins at the Division 
I-A level. 

A year ago, Paterno had to rebuild the defense. 
The reverse is true in 1996, 

“We have to get a new offensive line,” he says. 
“We have lost all our running backs who played 
much, and we lost our top two wideouts. Defen- 
sively, we are in a little better shape. 

I dont really have one priority,” he adds. “We 
just have to build a new football ream.” 

Last fall, Penn State ranked No. 2 in the Big 
‘Ten in rushing defense (119.8 yards a game, 3.2 
yards per carry) and second in sacks (37). This 
should be the Lions’ best defensive unit since the 
school joined the Big Ten in 1993, 

Offensively, senior quarterback Wally Richard- 
son led the Lions to comeback wins against Texas 
‘Tech, Purdue, Iowa and Michigan State, and 
enjoyed a fine performance against Auburn (13- 
of-24 passing, 217 yards, four touchdowns, tying 
a Penn State bowl record). For the season, 
Richardson was 193-of-335 (57.6 percent) for 
2,198 yards and 18 TDs, with only six intercep- 
tions. He set school records with 33 completions 
against Wisconsin and 193 for the scason. 

“Quarterback is the one position we feel com- 
fortable with,” Paterno says. 

The rushing attack was racked by the loss of 
four players who accounted for 1,447 yards and 
15 touchdowns, as well as 54 receptions. 

However, 231-pound sophomore tailback Cur- 
tis Enis, who didn’t start a game, was the team's 
leading rusher with 683 yards (6.0-yard average) 
and was selected Big Ten Freshman of the Year. 
Sophomore Chris Eberly also returns. 

Junior Jason Sload, a member of the Lions’ 
short-yardage backfield, is the expected fullback. 

On the wings, Bobby Engram and Freddie 
Scott, who combined for 97 catches, 1,431 yards 
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and 12 touchdowns, will be missed. The top 
holdovers are junior Joe Jurevicius (13 catches, 
199 yards), senior Chris Campbell (six, 87) and 
sophomore Joe Nastasi, who displayed some of 
his talent with a pivotal fake-field-goal touch- 
down run late in the Michigan game. 

Senior tight end Keith Olsommer, who caught 
23 passes for 197 yards and nwo touchdowns, has 
the skills to rank among the Big Ten's best. 

The offensive line lost three-year starting 
guards Jeff Hartings and Marco Rivera, and two- 
year tackles Andre Johnson and Keith Conlin. 
Center Barry Tielsch, a senior, was solid in his 
first year of starting duty. 

Seniors Pete Marczyk and Jason Henderson 
have the most experience at tackle, while senior 
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OFFENSE (4) 


Joe Jurevicius Ur., 2); 21 Joe Nastasi (So., 1) 
Sason Henderson (S/,, 1); 54 Eno Cole (Fr., 0) 
Bil Anderson (Sr., 0}; 63 Brad Jones Ur., 0) 
Barry Tielsch (Sr., 3); 59 Kevin Conlin (Ur, 0) 
Phil Ostrowski (Jc, 0); 60 Ryan Fagan (So., 0) 
Peter Marczyk (Sr.. 1); 79 Dan Drogan (So... 0) 
Keith Otsommer (S¢., 3); 82 Cuncho Brown (So., 1) 
Wally Richardson (Sr., 3); 9 Mike McQueary Ur. 0} 
Curtis Enis (So., 1); 23 Chris Eberly (So., 4) 
Jeson Sioad (Jr,, 1); 49 Anthony Cleary (So., 1) 
Chris Campbell (Sr. 2}; 12 Corey Jones (Fr., 0} 
Brett Conway (St, 3) 


DEFENSE (8) 


91 Chis Snyder [Ur., 2), 94 Freddie Valese (Sr... 0} 

99 Matt Fornadel (Jr. 1); 95 David Fleischhauer (Fr. 0) 
93 Brandon Noble (St, 2); 76 Mike Buzin (So., 0) 

1 Bob Stephenson Ur,, 1); 35 Clint Seace (So., 0) 
6 Aaron Collins (Jr., 2); 37 Darren Oswald (So., 0) 
47 Gerald Filardi (St., 2); 36 Cory Carlson (Jr, 2) 

44 Jim Nelson (Jr., 1); 55 Ahmad Collins Ur., 0) 
34 
33 
3 
23 
28 
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Brian Miller (Se, 3); 17 Brad Johnson (So., 1) 
Mark Tate (St, 3); 1 Shino Prater Ur. 2) 
Kim Herring (Sz. 3); 24 Shawn Lee (So. 1) 


Bill Anderson and junior Phil Ostrowski are the 
top returnees at guard. 

On defense, senior Brandon Noble is a two- 
year starter at tackle and will anchor the line. 
Junior Matt Fornade! will line up beside him. 

“I think we have to get a little better and more 
consistent tackling out of inside people,” Paterno 
says. “I worry a little bit about our size defen- 
sively. We will not be very big around the ball.” 

Juniors Chris Snyder and Bob Stephenson step 
into the end slots. Sophomore tackle Floyd Wed- 
derburn, who suffered a season-ending knee 
injury in August 1995, is expected to be ready. 

The linebacking units return intact. Senior 
inside man Gerald Filardi recorded a team-high 
112 tackles in his first season as a starter. Junior 
Cory Carlson is his backup. 

On the outside, juniors Aaron Collins (81 
tackles) and Jim Nelson (75) also were first-year 
starters and showed great promise. 

Junior Ahmad Collins (no relation to Aaron) 
returns after missing last year to concentrate on 
academics. He and sophomore Darren Oswald 
will add depth at outside linebacker. Redshirt 
freshman Brandon Short, who broke a bone in 
his foot the second week of the season, figures in 
the mix, although he reinjured the foot during 
the winter and missed spring practice. 

Penn State's experienced secondary returns 10 
lettermen and has a chance to be among the 
nation’s best. Senior Brian Miller is a two-time All- 
Big Ten cornerback and led the team with five 
interceptions a year ago. He also led the league in 
pass breakups (19) for the second straight year. The 
other cornerback is senior Mark Tate, who finished 
second in the Big ‘Ten with 15 pass breakups. 
Senior free safety Kim Herring also is back. 

The hero (strong safety) position has three 
experienced returnees in seniors Jason Collins 
(Aaron's brother), Chuck Penzenik and Clint 
Holes, Collins started the first three games, then 
suffered a broken leg and missed the spring. 
Holes also sat out spring drills with injuries. 

Cornerbacks Shino Prater (junior), Brad John- 
son (sophomore) and Chris Alston (junior), and 
sophomore safety Shawn Lee also figure in the 
Lion rotation. 

The kicking game returns senior placekicker 
Brett Conway (7-of-10 ficld-goal attempts from 
beyond 40 yards) and senior punter Darrell 
Kania (37.4-yard average). 

Campbell, Enis, Eberly and Penzenik are kick- 
return candidates, Enis returned 14 kickoffs fora 
19.4-yard average last year. 

“The specialty teams should be as good as we 
have been or better,” Paterno says. 

The opener against USC might be a preview of 
the Rose Bowl. Then again, Penn State could lose 
several games since the Lions must visit confer- 
ence foes Wisconsin, Ohio State and Michigan. 

The Penn State program is five victories shy of 
the 700-win mark. Winning five games should be 
no problem; winning the Big Ten might be. 
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Head Coach: John Cooper 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 11-2-0 (7-1-0) 
1996 Pick: 3rd Big Ten 


nly at Ohio State could a team whip Notre 

| Dame and Penn State, win 11 games by an 
@ average of almost 25 points, produce a 
Heisman Trophy winner and be considered a total 
bust. 

Buckeye fans cheered the win over the Fighting 
Irish in the schools’ first meeting in 60 years. They 
raved about tailback Eddie George as he brought 
home the sixth Heisman in school history. But they 
cant forget this score: Michigan 31, Ohio State 23. 
That game cost the Buckeyes a shot at their first 
national title since 1968, not to mention a Big Ten 
cde. 

A 20-14 Florida Citrus Bowl loss to Tennessee in 
a driving rainstorm added insult to injury. 

“Seems like I've done this before, too many 
times,” coach John Cooper said after losing the 
bowl game (the Buckeyes have dropped four 
straight on New Year's Day). But he might have 
been referring to The Big Enchilada: a trip to the 
Rose Bowl in Pasadena, where Ohio State hasnt 
made an appearance since 1984. 

It's up to the 1996 Buckeyes to set things right. 
But they have to replace five starters on an offense 
thar set school records for points (462), total 
offense (5,887 yards) and first downs (286), George 
is gone, as are quarterback Bobby Hoying and his 
favorite target, Terry Glenn, the Biletnikoff Award 
winner, All-Big Ten tight end Rickey Dudley also 
graduated, 

“It’s this way every year,” Cooper says. “A year 
ago, we were wondering what we were going to do. 
We lost Korey Stringer. We lost Joey Galloway and 
Chris Sanders. Most people picked us fourth or 
fifth in the league, and we came back to finish sec- 
ond (in the Big Ten) and sixth in the country.” 

At least Cooper doesn't have to worry about job 
security. In 1995, he signed an incentive-laden con- 
tract extension that could keep him in Columbus 
through the end of the century. 

This year, Ohio State will try to become a Big 
Ten rarity: a champion with a first-year quarter- 
back. Junior Stanley Jackson is the leading candi- 
date co start, but he has actempred just 53 passes 
in college. Also battling for playing time will be 
Hoying's younger brother, Tom, a junior, who 
threw two touchdown passes in '95. 

Cooper is confident that junior tailback Pepe 
Pearson can replace George. “Two years ago, no 
one was sure what to expect when Eddie took 
over for Raymont Harris,” Cooper says. “Now 
he’s the Heisman Trophy winner.” 

Pearson has an explosive first step, although at 
5-11 and 200 pounds, he lacks the punishing 
physical attributes of a typical Big Ten back, 

“L like his work ethic,” Cooper says. “I like his 
quickness. When we put him in the game last 
year, he produced. He's smaller than Eddie 
George, but he's quicker.” 

At fullback, which is primarily a blocking posi- 
tion at Ohio State, junior Nicky Sualua will start 
for the third year. 

Ohio State lost its top three receivers, who 
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combined for 2,184 yards last fall. The top 
returnee is senior split end Buster Tillman, who 
caught 29 passes for an average of 18.3 yards and 
also grabbed one for a touchdown. Senior Dim- 
itrious Stanley (12 catches, 163 yards) is the likely 
replacement for Glenn, who left carly for the 
NFL draft. Senior Bob Houser and junior D.J. 
Jones, who is back from open-heart surgery, will 
contend to replace Dudley at tight end. 

“The offensive line has to play better,” Cooper 
says. “If you reflect back to the Tennessee game, 
we couldnt get fourth down and six inches. So we 
can't sit here and say, ‘Oh, we have a great offen- 
sive line.” It will be great if they want to be great.” 

Junior left tackle Orlando Pace is already great 
— so great that the school is considering pushing 


eau chart | 


OFFENSE (6) 


Buster Titiman (Sr, 3); 15 Dee Miller (So., 1) 
Ortando Pace (Jt., 2); 66 Dan Gibbons {So., 0) 
Rob Murphy (Fr. 0); 50 Eric Gohistin Ur., 1) 
Juan Porter (S¢., 3); 61 Kevin Hyme (Sr. 0) 
LeShun Daniels (St., 2); 78 Drew Elford (Fr., 0) 
Eric Gohistin (Jt, 1): 67 Brooks Burris (So., 1) 
Bob Houser (Sr.. 3); 89 OJ. Jones (r., 1) 
Stanley Jackson (Ur, 1): 10 Tom Hoying Ur.. 0} 
Nicky Sualua (Je, 2); 39 Mott Calhoun (Sr, 3) 
Pepe Pearson (Jt., 2); 25 Jermon Jackson (Jr, 1) 
Dimitrious Stanley (Sr., 3); 6 Jimmy Redmond (Fr, 0) 
Jesh Jackson (St., 2) 


DEFENSE (10) 


Matt Finkes (S¢., 3); 91 Jeff Wilson (So., 1) 
Wintiekd Garnett Ur., 1); 36 Randy Homa (fr., 0} 
Luke Fickell (Se, 3); 62 Shane Clark (Sr, 0) 
Mike Vrabel (Sx., 3); 97 John Day (Ur, 1) 

Kevin Johnson (St., 1); 35 Jerry Rudzinski (So., 1) 
Greg Bellisarl (Sr., 3); 51 Roedell Dupree Ur.. 1) 
Ryan Miller (St., 3); 46 Marc Willis (Sr, 1) 
Shawn Springs (Jr., 2); 11 Antoine Winfield (So., 1) 
Anthony Gwinn (St., 3); 13 Damon Moore (So., 1) 
Rob Kelly (St, 0); 18 Che Bryant (So., 1) 

Ty Howard (S¢., 3); 20 Contrat McCleltion (So., 1) 
Brent Bartholomew (So., 1) 
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Ohio State Buckeyes 
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him as a Heisman Trophy candidate. And why 
nov? The highest finish by an offensive lineman 
in the Heisman race was by another Buckeye, 
John Hicks, who placed second to Penn State's 
John Cappelletti in 1973 while winning the Out- 
land Trophy and Lombardi Award. 

Pace leads a line that has a chance to be the best 
in the country with three other starters returning: 
senior center Juan Porter, senior right guard 
LeShun Daniels and junior right tackle Eric 
Gohlstin. The lone newcomer is left guard Rob 
Murphy, a redshirt freshman, 

The defensive line has a chance to rate as the 
best in the Big Ten. Three of four starters return, 
all seniors: Luke Fickell at nose guard, Matt Finkes 
at one end and third-team All-American Mike 
Vrabel at the other. The fourth starting spot likely 
will go to Winfield Garnett, a 6-6, 315-pound 
junior who should give opposing quarterbacks fits. 

All three linebackers return. The leader is 
senior middle linebacker Greg Bellisari, who will 
start for the third year. The coaching staff would 
like co slot Bellisari outside, but he'll remain in 
the middle until someone else emerges. That 
someone could be junior Roedell Dupree. 

One of the best spring battles was between 
sophomore Jerry Rudzinski, who missed most of 
1995 with a broken foot, and senior Kevin John- 
son, who started in Rudzinski’s place. Senior Ryan 
Miller, who ranked second to Bellisari with 93 
tackles and also picked off three passes, will start 
for the second season at the other outside spot. 

Shawn Springs likes co collect trading cards of 
top NFL defensive backs. It won't be too long 
before the junior cornerback finds his own pic- 
ture on a card. His value skyrocketed last year, 
when he earned first-team all-conference honors 
despite an carly-season ankle injury. Springs 
snared five interceptions, including a spectacular 
one-hander against Michigan, and he excelled in 
single coverage. Anthony Gwinn and Rob Kelly 
return at the safeties, with Ty Howard back in the 
corner opposite Springs. All three are seniors. 

Senior placekicker Josh Jackson is back for his 
third season as a regular, He converted 10-of-15 
field-goal attempts in 1995 but was inconsistent 
beyond 30 yards (4-of-9). Thus, the Buckeyes will 
ask junior Mike Malfatr, their kickoff man, to han- 
dle placements of 40 yards and longer. The punter 
is sophomore Brent Bartholomew (36.9-yard aver- 
age), who improved greatly as the season unfolded. 

The return game is a major plus, led by 
Springs, who broke a kickoff return for 97 yards 
and a TD against Boston College. 

After last year's disappointing finish, the Buck- 
eyes need a quick start to restore the faith of their 
followers. The first big test comes Sept. 28, when 
the Buckeyes travel to Notre Dame. A week later, 
they'll host Penn State. Those two games likely 
will set the tone for 1996 in Columbus. 

A fine recruiting class lends credence to the 
belief that Ohio State isn't going to fall out of the 
nation’s elite any time soon. 
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Syracuse 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big East): 
1996 Pick: 


Paul Pasqualoni 
9-3-0 (5-2-0) 
2nd Big East 


an the Syracuse football team go the 
“school’s national runner-up basketball 
ream one better? Expectations are high in 
upstate New York. 

The Orangemen return 35 of 50 lettermen from 
last year’s squad, which capped a 9-3 season by 
destroying Clemson 41-0 in the Gator Bowl. The 
returnees include seven starters on offense, cight 
on defense and the All-Big East punter, In addi- 
tion, Syracuse had an outstanding recruiting year. 

Coach Paul Pasqualoni says the key is to recap- 
ture the solid team chemistry of 1995 and to 
avoid the lack of it that plagued the 1993 and 
1994 teams. 

“It’s going to be difficult,” he says, “but only 
time will tell. 'd rather have great chemistry than 
great talent. Without chemistry we aren't going 
anywhere. But you never know what the chem- 
istry is going to be. You've got to build a team, 
because a team isn’t just individuals with talent. 
Nobody knows that better than we do.” 

The Orangemen’s top rivals in the Big East 
should again be Miami and Virginia Tech, They 
lost to both teams on the road last November, but 
both come to Syracuse this season. The non-con- 
ference slate is somewhat soft: North Carolina, 
Minnesota, Tulane and Army. After talking to 
Pasqualoni, though, you get the impression he 
might vote those teams 1-2-3-4 in the coaches poll. 

“Army can beat anyone,” Pasqualoni says, not- 
ing that the Cadets almost beat Washington and 
Notre Dame last year and whipped Boston Col- 
lege. He also is well aware that North Carolina's 
new offensive coordinator is Greg Davis, “and the 
last time Greg Davis was in the Carrier Dome (as 
head coach of Tulane in 1990), he beat us. 

“We're probably a couple of years away,” 
Pasqualoni concedes. “We're way too young and 
we have too many holes to fill. We have a long 
way to go before I can say we're capable of having 
an outstanding season.” 

The quarterback race of the spring of 1995 
doesn't figure to recur until 1999. Donovan 
McNabb, a sophomore, won a three-way battle 
last year and proceeded to lead a potent offense. 
McNabb rushed for 261 yards in Pasqualoni’s 
pro-option scheme and completed 128-of-207 
passes (61.8 percent) for 1,991 yards, 16 touch- 
downs and only six interceptions. He ranked 
third nationally in passing efficiency. Junior Keith 
Downing, who played in 10 games last year but 
attempted only three passes, is a capable backup. 

As strong as Syracuse is at quarterback, the 
Orangemen may be better and deeper at running 
back. Senior tailback Malcolm Thomas was the 
leading rusher with 603 yards, and his backups, 
sophomore Kyle McIntosh and junior Tebucky 
Jones, added 338 and 223, respectively. 

Syracuse also boasts an outstanding 1-2 punch 
at fullback, where senior Terry Morris, the starter, 
rushed for 92 yards (he was mainly a blocker) 
only to be overshadowed by sophomore Rob 
Konrad, who gained 433 yards and whose aver- 
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age of 6.9 per carry was the best of the Syracuse 
running backs. Redshirt freshman Nick Sudano 
could challenge. 

Syracuse lost both wideouts, including Marvin 
Harrison, one of the nation’s top receivers. 
Pasqualoni’s biggest concern offensively is replac- 
ing Harrison's production (56 receptions, 1,131 
yards, eight TDs). Senior Deon Maddox (13 
catches, 189 yards) takes over for Harrison at split 
end but must hold off sophomore Kevin Johnson. 

The other spor will wind up in the hands of 
one of a pair of juniors, Jim Turner or Scott 
Mitchem, or redshirt freshman Kevin O'Neil. 

At tight end, juniors Roland Williams and top 
reserve Kaseem Sinceno provide experience and 
youth, Both caught six passes last year. 


depth Cia 


OFFENSE (7) 


4 Deon Maddox (S¥., 2}; 12 Kevin Johnson {So., 0} 
66 Brad Patkochis Ur., 1); 74 John Wellington (Fr., 0) 
76 John Michaelidis (Sr. 1); 61 Scott Kieran (So., 1) 
68 Harvey Pennypacker (Sr, 2); 55 Cory Bowen (Ft., 0) 
77 ‘Shelton Prescott (S¢., 2); 72 Chuck Beatie Ur., 0) 
73 Brent Warren (Jt, 1); 57 Jeff Piton (Fr., 0) 

85 Roland Williams (Jr, 2); 89 Kaseem Sinceno Ur, 2} 
5 Donovan McNabb (So., 1); 14 Keith Downing (Ur. 1) 
17 Malcolm Thomas (Sr, 3); 28 Kyle Mcintosh (So., 1) 
37 Terry Morris (St., 2); 44 Rob Konrad (So., 1) 

45. Jim Turner (Jr, 2); 14 Scott Mitchem (Jr, 0) 

32 Sean Reali (Sr., 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 


RBPRASAABZ GSE 


LE 40 George Meyers (Sr., 2}; 90 Jason Walters (Jr., 2) 
LT 63 _Jeff Danish (Jr., 1); 99 Scott Freeney (St., 3) 
RT 97 Antonio Anderson (Sr. 3); 70 Donald Dinkins (Fr,, 0} 
RE 56 Dulayne Morgan (Jr., 2); 40 George Meyers (Sr, 2) 
OLB 26 Mike Brown (Sr., 1); 45 Dana Cottrell (Sr., 3) 
MLB 45 Dana Cottrell (Sr., 3); 50 Antwaune Ponds Ur., 2) 


41 Nate Hemsley (Sr., 3); 26 Mike Brown (Sr., 1) 

4 Kevin Abrams (St, 2); 13 Shawn Summerville (So., 0) 
Donovin Darius (Jt, 2); 3 Larry Tyger (Jr., 1) 

24 Anthony Walker (Sr., 1); 33 Keith Bufluck (Fr., 0) 
9 Rod Gadson (Jt., 2); 10 Phil Nash (So., 1) 

39 Sean Reali (St, 2) 


Orangemen 


The offensive line was a much improved area 
last year and three starters return: senior center 
Harvey Pennypacker, senior guard Shelton 
Prescott and junior tackle Brent Warren. 

The vacant tackle spot should go to either junior 
Brad Patkochis or redshirt freshman John Welling- 
ton. Competing for the open guard spot are senior 
John Michaelidis, sophomore Scott Kiernan and 
redshirt freshmen Frank Giufre and Bill O'Don- 
nell. Sophomore Mike Russnok, who could win a 
job at guard, suffered a leg injury playing basket- 
ball during the winter and missed spring practice. 

The defensive end position has three experi- 
enced, game-proven candidates for two spots: 
senior George Meyers and juniors Dulayne Mor- 
gan and Jason Walters. Redshirt freshmen Darrell 
Stroope, who missed last season with a shoulder 
injury, and Mathieu Beaudoin are in the mix. 

The interior line also returns veteran performers 
who last year turned a question mark into a 
strength. They include junior Jeff Danish and 
seniors Antonio Anderson and Scott Freeney. Red- 
shirt freshmen Donald Dinkins and Mike Dresner 
are pushing for playing time. 

Syracuse always seems to have a key injury at 
linebacker. Now, it's junior Antwaune Ponds, who 
missed the last three games with a broken leg and 
didn’t take part in spring drills. Ponds was a sec- 
ond-team all-conference pick and could be one of 
the best ever at Syracuse. 

Seniors Dana Cottrell, Mike Brown, Nate Hem- 
sley and Ponds can play any of the linebacker posi- 
tions. Sophomores Jason Poles and Stan Gibbs, 
redshirt freshmen Matt Klaus and Tim Glisker, 
and junior Marc Pilon are waiting in the wings. 

The leader of a talented defensive backfield will 
be senior cornerback Kevin Abrams, who earned 
All-America honors in ‘95 after one of the best sea- 
sons by a Syracuse defensive back in recent years: 
six interceptions, 18 pass breakups, 47 tackles. 

Close friends Rod Gadson, a junior, and Phil 
Nash, a sophomore, will battle at the other corner 
after splitting time last year. 

Hard-hitting junior Donovin Darius was an all- 
conference selection at free safety, with junior 
Larry Tyger and redshirt freshman Vernon Banks 
in reserve. At strong safety, senior Anthony Walker 
and redshirt freshman Keith Bulluck will compete 
to replace Darrell Parker. 

With the graduation of placekicker Olindo 
Mare, senior punter Sean Reali may handle all the 
kicking duties. Reali punted 40 times for a 43.1- 
yard average. The previous year he made one of 
three field-goal tries. 

There is no need for Syracuse to worry about 
kickoff returns with Turner (24.2-yard average), 
Johnson (22.0), and Jones (20.4). Maddox should 
return punts after backing up Harrison in 1995. 

Pasqualoni’s guarded comments notwithstand- 
ing, Syracuse certainly should be a contender for 
the Big East crown. And the Big East winner will 
be in the national-championship picture more 
often than not. 
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Washington Husk 


Head Coach: Jim Lambright 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 7-4-1 (6-1-1) 
1996 Pick: 2nd Pac-10 


year ago, Washington did a makeover 

on its logo, putting a fiercer Husky on 

the school’s insignia. For now, that will 

have to do, since transition is difficult to repre- 
sent visually, 

Change has been a constant companion of 
coach Jim Lambright since he took over in 
August of 1993, Lambright succeeded longtime 
coach Don James on short notice, inheriting nwo 
years of Pacific-10 recruiting and bowl sanctions, 
plus television restrictions that carried into 1995, 

The Huskies coped well, tying Southern Cali- 
fornia for the Pac-10 title last year. Now they 
must minimize the potential bumps stemming 
from the addition of nvo new assistant coaches 
and the shuffling of duties by two others. 

In 1994, with the departure of offensive coor- 
dinator Jeff Woodruff, Lambright hired nvo new 
assistants: former Idaho assistant Bill Diedrick as 
offensive coordinator and ex-Vandal aide Scott 
Linehan as receivers coach. 

But after nwo years and some perplexing play- 
calling, Lambright decided that arrangement 
wasn't working and last winter tabbed Linehan as 
his third offensive coordinator in four years. The 
move of Linehan, who had been successful devel- 
oping receivers, left Diedrick with the quarter- 
back-coaching assignment. 

Although he favors the quick-passing attack 
popularized by Dennis Erickson, Linehan has 
talked about placing heavy emphasis on the run, 

“Washington has always had the ability to run 
successfully,” Linehan says. “We recruit that way, 
and we have physical offensive linemen and tail- 
back and fullback runners that get yards. You 
look at the best team in football (the Dallas Cow- 
boys), and it starts with the running game.” 

If there had been any sense of complacency in 
this program, it was extinguished in the Sun 
Bowl, where one of the Huskies’ worst efforts in 
years resulted in a 38-18 drubbing by lowa. 

The quarterback position should generate 
some of the most compelling competition head- 
ing into the season opener. The starter will be 
cither junior Shane Fortney, who can run, or red- 
shirt freshman Brock Huard, a traditional drop- 
back quarterback. Fortney emerged from spring 
drills as No. 1, but the battle likely will extend 
well into fall camp. 

“L expect it will be extremely close,” Lambright 
says. “If it’s close, we'll be playing ovo quarter- 
backs, If irs not, you'll see one in a dominant 
role.” 

Says Linehan: “The University of Washington 
won a national championship with owo quarter- 
backs (Billy Joe Hobert and Mark Brunell) playing 
(in 1991). Is that the best way? I don't know, I've 
never coached that or played that.” 

Junior Rashaan Shehee gives the Huskies an all- 
league-caliber tailback. Shehee stepped in last sea- 
son after starter Leon Neal was felled by a toe 
injury, then bludgeoned Notre Dame and Stanford 
for 367 rushing yards in his first two starts, 


Rashaan Shehee 


But Washington recruiters didn't stand pat. 
They signed Seattle and Dixie Junior College 
product Corey Dillon, a juco All-American. 

Fullback duties likely will be split between 
sophomore Mike Reed, who is coming off a 
thumb injury that shelved him for most of 1995, 
and sophomore George Keiaho. 

The Huskies return all wideouts of note, 
including senior Dave Janoski (40 catches, 657 
yards), juniors Fred Coleman (32-498) and 
Jerome Pathon (15-200), and sophomore 
Andre DeSaussure (14-277), 

Cameron Cleeland, a 265-pound junior, 
should step into a rich Husky legacy at tight end. 
Junior Jeremy Brigham is slated for significant 
playing time. 


chart 
OFFENSE (5) 


Dave Janoski (St., 3): 24 Jerome Pathon Ur. 1) 
Tony Coats (So., 1); 71 Chris Hoffman (Sr.. 1) 
Bob Sapp (St, 3); 62 Ryan Bradley Ur., 0) 

Lynn Johnson (Sr. 3); 70 Ben Kadietz (So,, 0) 
Benji Olson (So., 1); 70 Ben Kadletz (So., 0) 
Mostafa Sobhi (r,, 2): 75 Aaron Datan (So., 1) 
Cameron Cieeland (Jr, 2); 11. Cam Kissel (Sr, 2) 
Shane Fortney Ur., 2); 7 Brock Humed (Fr., 0} 
Rashaan Shehee (Jr., 2); 6 Terry Hollimon Ur, 2} 
Mike Reed (So., 2): 25 George Keiaho (So. 1) 
Fred Coleman (Je, 2); 3 Andre CeSaussure (So., 1) 
John Wales (Sr. 2) 


DEFENSE (7) 


46 Jason Chorak (J. 2); 5 Reggie Davis (So., 1) 
35 Chris Campbell (Jr,, 2); 99 Josh Smith (So., 1) 
67 Sekou Wiggs (Jr, 2); 55 Kurth Connelt (Fr., 0) 
97 David Richie (Sr., 3); 66 Chris Lang (So.. 1) 
40. Jerry Jensen (Jt., 2); 20 tkalka Malloe (St, 3) 
Ink Aleaga (Se, 3); 6 Marques Hairston (Fr., 0) 
57 John Fiala {Sr., 3); 17 Lester Towns (Fr., 0) 

3 Kyle Roberts 4r., 2); 4 Joremiah Pharms (Fr,, 0) 
7 Tony Parrish (Jc, 2); 8 Nigel Burton (So., 0) 

1 Jermaine Smith (Fr., 0}; 14 Karl Smith {So., 0) 
25 Met Miller (Fr., 0}; 18 Alex Hotiowell (Jr., 2} 
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Washington lost three senior starters and two 
backups on the offensive line but may not feel 
their absence unless injury problems arise. 

Senior Bob Sapp was moved in the spring from 
weak tackle to guard, pushing sophomore Tony 
Coats into Sapp’s old spot. Center will be 
manned either by senior Lynn Johnson or sopho- 
more Olin Kreutz. Johnson injured a thumb that 
sidelined him for most of 1995. 

On the strong side, junior Mostafa Sobhi likely 
takes over at tackle, but the player to watch is 
guard Benji Olson, a sophomore who made sec- 
ond-team all-conference last year. 

The down linemen probably progressed further 
than any other Washington unit in 1995, and sev- 


€ eral are back, Junior Jason Chorak retums at 


strong linebacker, basically a defensive end in 
Washington's scheme, He and senior tackle David 
Richie developed into quality players, and junior 
tackle Sckou Wiggs held his own in his first start- 
ing action. Chorak and Richie combined for 24% 
tackles for losses last fall. 

Look for cither sophomore Josh Smith or jun- 
ior Chris Campbell to start at end. 

The Huskies are solid at linebacker, starting 
with All-Pac-10 senior Ink Aleaga. Joining him 
inside is senior John Fiala. Junior Jerry Jensen was 
moved from inside linebacker to an outside spot, 

The Huskies lost both starting cornerbacks, 
and All-America free safety Lawyer Milloy left 
school a year early for the NFL. To help shore up 
the depleted secondary, the Huskies have moved 
junior Tony Parrish from rover to free safety, 
where he will battle sophomore Nigel Burton for 
the starting assignment. Junior Kyle Roberts will 
get the nod at rover (strong safety). 

Washington will scart a pair of redshirt fresh- 
men at the corners: Mel Miller and Jermaine 
Smith. Also in the mix are junior college transfer 
Alex Hollowell and sophomore Karl Smith, 

After a solid sophomore year, placekicker John 
Wales converted just 10-of-20 field-goal attempts, 
while punter Geoff Prince tied for seventh (38.4- 
yard average) in the Pac-10. Snapping and place- 
kicking problems cost Washington the Oregon 
game, and the Huskies had nobody near the top of 
the league's recurn categories. 

Tight end Cleeland probably will draw deep- 
snapping chores, and wideout Coleman will be a 
return specialist, Junior lan Hughes, a transfer from 
Army, will challenge Prince for the punting job, 

The Huskies have significant potential: an excel- 
lent running back, a talented offensive line, a rising 
defensive line and proven linebackers. What kind 
of quarterback play it gets may determine whether 
Washington can challenge for the league title. 

Depth also could be a factor, as the 1994-95 
classes were limited to 15 scholarships. 

If you're only as good as your last game, the 
Huskies have work to do. According to Lamb- 
right, the poor showing in the Sun Bow! has been 
a source of motivation for players and coaches 
alike. 
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Texas A&M Aggies 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SWC): 
1996 Pick: 


R.C. Slocum 
9-3-0 (5-2-0) 
2nd Big 12 South 


[hey talked openly about winning a 
national championship last year. Texas 
_ A&M players desperately wanted the col- 
lege football world to take them seriously. As it 
turned out, however, the Aggies may have simply 
taken themselves too seriously. 

“We forgot how to have fun,” linebacker Keith 
Mitchell says. “We were uptight and felt the pres- 
sure. We finally loosened up and just had fun (in 
the Alamo Bow! victory) against Michigan. Look 
what happened. Now we know how to handle the 
pressure of being a top contender. We're going to 
be better, and we're going to have fun this year.” 

It could indeed be a fun year for the Aggies, 
despite suffering major losses at the offensive skill 
positions. A&M enters 1996 with new starters at 
quarterback, both running backs, flanker and 
tight end. But despite the “newness,” the Aggies 
look like the same potentially dominating bunch, 
especially on defense. 

Four-year starter Corey Pullig, the winningest 
quarterback in school history, is gone. But there 
shouldn't be a drop-off this year. In fact, A&M's 
quarterback play could be better with junior 
transfer Branndon Stewart. One of the nation’s 
most highly regarded recruits as a senior at 
Stephenville (Texas) High in 1993, Stewart orig- 
inally signed with Tennessee and played in 11 of 
the Vols’ 12 games as a true freshman. But he was 
unable to bear out current Heisman ‘Trophy can- 
didate Peyton Manning and transferred to A&M 
following the '94 season. 

Expectations among A&M fans are extremely 
high for Stewart, who combines a strong arm 
with a tremendous ability to ran and scramble. 

“I think he'll do a great job at Texas A&M this 
year,” Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer says. “He's 
a tremendous talent.” 

Sophomore Kevin Colon and redshirt fresh- 
men Randy McCown and Shane Lechler will bat- 
de for the top reserve spot. 

Injuries ruined Leeland McElroy’s Heisman 
hopes last year, but McElroy’s reduced playing 
time opened the door for a trio of talented run- 
ning backs who played in "95 as true freshmen. 

During the season, the elusive Sirr Parker and 
the bullish D’Andre Hardeman were often com- 
pared to former A&M greats Greg Hill and Rod- 
ney Thomas. With McElroy out of the SMU 
game, the two combined for over 200 yards rush- 
ing. Then in the Alamo Bowl, Parker, Hardeman 
and Eric Bernard showed flashes of brilliance, 
combining for 137 yards and a score, 

“I thought those three young guys did a great 
job, and they have a very bright future,” said 
Michigan coach Lloyd Carr. 

A&M's passing game received a huge lift last 
year from wide receiver Albert Connell, a junior 
college transfer who caught 44 passes for 689 
yards and seven scores. The first-team All-South- 
west Conference performer has good speed and 
tremendous leaping ability, often making the dif- 
ficult catches look routine. 
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X 


Connell “had an outstanding year for us last 
season,” coach R.C. Slocum says. “I'm not sure 
where we would have been without him.” 

Sophomores Donte Hawkins and Aaron 
Oliver, and senior Danny McCray should share 
time at split end, with Connell at flanker. Derrick 
Spiller should be the main target at tight end after 
an impressive freshman season. 

Without a doubt, A&M's line is the most expe- 
rienced unit on offense. The Aggies return four 
starters from a year ago, Senior guard Calvin 
Collins, junior guard Steve McKinney, junior 
center Koby Hackradt and junior left tackle 
Chris Ruhman all return following last year's 
solid performance. The lone opening along the 
line is at right tackle, where sophomores Brandon 
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OFFENSE (5) 


Aaron Oliver (So,, 1); 37 Donte Hawkins {So., 1) 
Cameron Spikes (So.. 1); 74 Brandon Houston (So., 1) 
Calvin Collins (St., 3); 62 Semisi Helmull (Fr., 0) 
Koby Hackradt (Jt. 2); 52 David Vazquez (So., 0) 
Steve McKinney (Jr., 2); 68 Jake Hor (So., 0) 
Chris Ruhman (Jr, 2); 53 Rex Tucker (So., 1) 
Derrick Spiller (So.. 1); 82 Daniel Campbel (So. 1} 
Albert Connell (Sr., 1); 88 Leroy Hocige (Fr., 0) 
Branndon Stewwrt Ur., 0): 5 Kevin Colon (So... 0} 
D’Andre Hardeman (So... 1); 33 Marc Broyles (So. 1) 
Sirr Parker (S0., 0}; 22 Eric Bemard (So., 1) 
Kyle Bryant (Jt, 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Brandon Mitchell (Sr, 3); 45 Brad Crowley Ur., 2) 
Edward Jasper (St, 2); 91 Zerick Rollins (Jt., 1) 
Pat Willlams (Sr, 1); 97 Marcus Heard (Jr., 2) 
Warrick Holdman (So., 4); 54 Phillip Meyers (Jt., 2) 
Larry Walker Il (St, 3); 28 Trent Driver (r,, 2) 
Dat Nguyen (So., 1); 29 Quinton Brown Ur, 2) 
Keith Mitchell (Sc, 3); 55 Jennie Irby (Sr, 1) 
Stun Hom (So., 1}; 26 Andre Willams (Sr., 3) 
Toya Jones (So., 1); 11 Sherrod Wyatt (Se, 1) 
Typail MeMutlen (Se, 3); 48 Rich Coady (So., 1} 
Donovan Greer (S¢., 3); 14 Justin Lucas (So.. 0) 
Stane Lechier (Fr., 0} 
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Houston and Cameron Spikes will battle for the 
starting spot. 

The Aggies’ defensive front should be even bet- 
ter than it was a year ago, and it was dominating 
at times. All three starters, ends Brandon Mitchell 
and Pat Williams, and nose guard Edward Jasper. 
return as seniors after helping the Aggies finish 
third in the nation in total defense. 

“We ought to be very good up front defensively 
if we can keep our guys healthy,” Slocum says. 
“Brandon, Pat and Eddie did a good job for us 
last year, and we're expecting big things from 
them again.” Avoiding injuries will be important, 
since depth is questionable. 

As usual, Texas A&M is loaded at linebacker, 


5 returning three of four starters and several back- 


ups who made a major impact. In fact, it would 
be difficult to find a faster, more athletic group of 
blitz-happy linebackers anywhere in the country. 

“I think they probably have the best lineback- 
ers in the country,” Texas Tech quarterback Zcb- 
bie Lethridge says. “It seems like they're always 
fast and always coming after you.” 

Seniors Keith Mitchell and Larry Walker, and 
sophomore Dat Nguyen are the returning 
starters. Sophomore Warrick Holdman will line 
up on the outside opposite Mitchell, with Walker 
and Nguyen inside and juniors Trent Driver, 
Quinton Brown and Phillip Meyers in reserve. 

Texas A&M's secondary could be magnificent. 
It could also be mediocre. It all depends on 
health. And the graduation of all-conference cor- 
nerback Ray Mickens doesn't help. 

Seniors Donovan Greer and Andre Williams, 
who both missed spring practice due to knee 
rehabilitation, are strong cover cornerbacks. The 
safety positions are manned by returning starter 
Typail McMullen, a senior, and track team All- 
America sprinter Toya Jones, who made major 
conttibutions as a true freshman on special 
teams. Sophomore Shun Horn is listed as a starter 
at one corner. Depth is a major concern. 

After struggling throughout much of last sea- 
son, junior Kyle Bryant finished strong, kicking 
five field goals against Michigan. But Bryant's 
unpredictability (he made just 7-of-15 attempts 
prior to the Alamo Bowl) is a concern, 

Lechler is the leading candidate at punter but 
has yet to punt in a game. 

The primary kickoff returner will be Parker, 
who showed glimpses last year of the same clec- 
tricity that made McElroy the most feared kickoff 
returner in college football. Jennings is likely to 
replace Mickens as the Aggies’ punt returner. 

A&M should benefit from having experienced 
the pressure last year of being a preseason Top 5 
pick. The Aggies didn't handle it well a year ago, 
but they should be better because of it. 

“We learned a lot last year,” Slocum says. “We 
had some players and fans who weren't used to 
dealing with that kind of pressure. But our goal is 
to be in a position to at least contend for a 
national title every year.” 
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Alabama Crimson Tide 


Head Coach: Gene Stallings 
1995 Record (SEC): 8-3-0 (5-3-0) 
1996 Pick: ist SEC West 


ree Lost Weekends turned into a Lost 
Season for Alabama football in 1995. A 
program that had won a national champi- 

three years earlier hit rock bottom by 
Crimson Tide standards. 

Forget the 8-3 record. This is what Alabama 
fans remember: 

* The third winningest program in college foot- 
ball history went on probation for the first time. 

* The Crimson Tide failed for the first time to 
qualify for the SEC Championship Game. 

¢ Alabama missed playing in a bowl game for 
the first time in 11 seasons and only the second 
time in the last 37 years. 

* The 8-3 record featured a double dose of poi- 
son with losses to Tennessee and Auburn for the 
first time (in one season) in 12 years. 

So what's been happening in Tuscaloosa? The 
Crimson Tide got mad. 

“We had the best off-season program we've had 
in years,” defensive coordinator Mike Dubose 
says. “It was painful to be home on New Year's 
Day. Bowl games are something we've taken for 
granted around here. | sense a new attitude and 
rededication among coaches and players. We're 
hungry again.” 

Coach Gene Stallings made major changes to 
his staff. Dubose replaces Bill Oliver as defensive 
coordinator, and Woody McCorvey takes over for 
Homer Smith as offensive coordinator. In a 
shocking move, Oliver went to Auburn. Smith 
was fired. New to the staff is receivers coach 
Dabo Swinney, a former Tide player who gradu- 
ated in 1993, 

Seventeen of the starters in the season-ending 
31-27 loss at Auburn return, eight on offense 
and nine on defense. When the Tide opens on 
Aug. 31 against Bowling Green, the two areas 
watched with most interest will be quarterback 
and the defensive line, 

Freddie Kitchens started the final two games of 
"95 at quarterback and brings a strong right arm 
to the job. Consistency and a tendency to put on 
weight are questions, 

“We have to get excellent play from the quar- 
terback position,” Stallings says. “Freddie is a lit- 
tle out front because of experience. 

Stallings is a bic concerned about his defensive 
line depth, noting, “The linemen we have return- 
ing — Eric Kerley (tackle), Chris Hood (end) 
and Darrell Blackburn (end) — are fine, but 
there’s not much depth. It’s important some 
young signees make contributions in that area.” 

The strongest position is running back, where 
Dennis Riddle returns with 969 rushing yards. 
Four challengers — Brian Steger, Curtis Alexan- 
der, Montoya Madden and Shaun Alexander — 
are progressing nicely, 

Stallings, like his mentor, Paul “Bear” Bryant, is 
a poor-mouthing specialist, saying, “I think we'll 
be competitive. When I say be competitive, I'm 
saying we have a chance to beat some folks. | 
think we'll be a good football team.” 
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Kitchens, a junior, was 63-of-127 passing for 
811 yards, three touchdowns and five intercep- 
tions, The state's Mr. Football at Etowah High 
School in 1992, Kitchens played in six games as a 
truc freshman, then sat out 1994 after shoulder 
surgery. He started just two games last season. 
Kitchens’ best game in "95 was the loss at 
Auburn, when he completed 19-of-43 for 302 
yards and one touchdown with no interceptions, 

Riddle and returning fullback Ed Scissum give 
the Tide muscle up the middle. Riddle con- 
tributed 1,119 yards (969 rushing, 150 receiving) 
of offense and nine touchdowns as the sopho- 
more tailback starter. Scissum, a junior, is more 
blocker than runner, handling the ball just 19 
times for 93 yards last fall. 


eu chart 


OFFENSE (7) 
Catvin Hall (So., 1); 26 Michael Feagin {So.. 1) 
Joel Holliday (Jr., 2); 63 Sage Spree {So., 0) 
‘Will Friend (Jr., 2); 61 Chris Sign (So., 0) 
John Causey (S¢., 3); 69 Michael Moore (Fr., 0) 
Laron White (St, 3); 79 Jeremy Pennington (Sr... 3) 
Pete DiMario (St, 3); 56 Chvis Jordan tr, 1) 
Patrick Hape (S¢., 3); 86 Rod Rutledge Ur., 2) 
Freddie Kitchens (¢., 2); 17 Warren Foust {So., 1) 
Dennis Riddle (Jr, 2); 28 Brian Steger (Sr., 3) 
Ed Scissum (Jt, 1); 48 Trevis Smith (So., 1) 
Marcell West (Sc.. 3}; 22 Michael Vaughn {So., 1) 
Witiam Watts (S¢., 3} 


DEFENSE (9) 


Chris Hood (So,, 1); 81 Edgar Walker Ur, 1) 
Ozaii Powell (Sc.. 3): 49 Chris Warren {Sc 0) 
Eric Kerley (Jt, 2); 93 Snown Alexander (Fr.. 0) 
Darrell Blackbur (S«., 3); 95 Kelvin Moore (Sr., 3) 
Ralph Staten (Sr., 3); 42 Poul Pickett Ur, 1) 
Tyrell Buckner (Sr. 3); 55 Fernando Davis (S+., 3) 
Dwayne Rudd (Jr., 2); 43 Steve Harris (So., 1) 
Fernando Bryant (So,, 1); 8 Tracy High (Sr., 3) 
Kevin Jackson (St, 1); 23 Andre Short (Ur., 2) 
Cedric Samuel (Sr., 3); 4 Steve Stanley (So., 1) 
Deshea Townsend (Jc, 2), 35 Qwen Winston (So., 1) 
Hayden Stockton {Sr., 1) 
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Last year's receiving rotation of Curtis Brown, 
Toderick Malone and Chad Key (99 catches, 
1,393 yards combined) is gone. Back at flanker 
are senior Marcell West (11 catches, 108 yards), 
senior Chad Goss and sophomore Michael 
Vaughn. Split end is a dogfight among sopho- 
mores Calyin Hall and Michael Feagin, and red- 
shirt freshman Shamari Buchanan. 

Senior Patrick Hape and junior Rod Rutledge, 
the tight ends, combined for just five catches last 
season but are devastating blockers. 

The offensive line returns intact. On the left 
side are junior tackle Joel Holliday and junior 


f © guard Will Friend; on the right are senior guard 


§, Laron White and senior tackle Pete DiMario; and 
& in between is senior center John Causey. Holli- 
day, Causey, White and DiMario started every 
game in "95, and Friend the last four. 

The defensive front four looks menacing. 
Senior Blackburn and sophomore Hood return at 
ends, and junior Kerley at one tackle. Senior 
Ozell Powell is expected to start at the other 
tackle, All-star Shannon Brown is the missing 
tackle, Blackburn tallied 10 sacks last year, while 
Hood totaled 21 tackles with three for losses and 
three sacks. Kerley, an All-SEC freshman, had 17 
tackles with two for losses. 

At linebacker, weak-side junior Dwayne Rudd 
is a Butkus Award candidate: 91 tackles with 
three for losses, five sacks, four forced fumbles, 
two fumble recoveries and two passes broken up. 
Senior Ralph Staten returns on the strong side. 
Junior Paul Pickett and senior John Tanks back 
him up. Seniors Tyrell Buckner and Fernando 
Davis will battle for the middle spot. 

The secondary is another strong point with all 
four starters returning. Senior Kevin Jackson, an 
All-SEC choice, is at strong safety, joined by 
senior Cedric Samuel at free safety and sopho- 
more Fernando Bryant and junior Deshea 
Townsend on the corners. Samuel was the big 
playmaker in "95 when he returned an intercep- 
tion and a fumble for touchdowns. 

Alabama must replace All-America kicker 
Michael Proctor. Senior William Watts returns 
and could handle all placekicking chores. Senior 
punter Hayden Stockton boasted a 40.9 average 
in "95, West and Feagin handled kickoff returns 
last season. West averaged 22.8 yards on 13 run- 
backs. Townsend and Vaughn returned punts. 

The strength of the team (the running backs 
and offensive line) suits Stallings. When defenses 
stack against the running game, Kitchens has the 
big gun to go downfield, Last year's short passing 
game was miserable but should be improved. 

Defensively, there are enough strengths, 
namely, the linebackers and secondary mem- 
bers, to offset a lack of depth on the front wall. 
It will be a typical Alabama defense: very physi- 
cal and swarming. 

With numerous returning starters, the Tide 
should be among the nation’s best teams and in 
the hunt for the SEC Championship Game. 
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Wisconsin Badgers 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 
1996 Pick: 


Barry Alvarez 

4-5-2 (3-4-1) 

4th Big Ten 

a's back to basics for Barry Alvarez and his 
Wisconsin Badgers. After winning two 

‘straight bowl games for the first time in 
school history, the Badgers foundered in the 
midst of a rebuilding program last season that 
forced them to get away from what worked in the 
magical 1993 Rose Bow! and 1994 Hall of Fame 
Bowl years. 

That recipe was a strong running game and a 
stingy defense, staples Wisconsin couldn't count 
on last season. In the wo previous bowl years, 
Wisconsin averaged 247.6 yards per game rush- 
ing. Last year, the Badgers averaged 128.9 yards, 
86th among 108 Division I-A schools. Part of the 
reason was a lack of experience. Wisconsin had 
lost 27 seniors and 14 starters, 

“We just couldn't develop any consistency,” 
says Alvarez, entering his seventh season at Wis- 
consin. “Everyone was new. We had only two 
returning starters on offense. Now, we're a vet- 
eran team. We've got to get back to where we're 
running the ball consistently and stopping the 
run consistently, and getting our special teams 
back to where they were previously.” 

The biggest question mark is at quarterback, 
where Alvarez must replace four-year starter Dar- 
rell Bevell, who owns nearly every passing record 
on the books at Wisconsin, The likely starter, 
sophomore Mike Samuel, will be aided greatly by 
an experienced and huge offensive line averaging 
300-plus pounds, 

Alvarez says Samuel is more athletic, more 
mobile and has a much stronger arm than Bevell. 
Samuel showed flashes of brilliance in a two- 
touchdown performance against Purdue but has 
to maintain his concentration. 

“We're going to have to take the pressure off 
him and try not to put him in a position where 
he has to win or lose the game,” says Alvarez. “If 
we can run the football, we can put him in high- 
percentage throwing situations,” 

Junior tailback Carl McCullough was only the 
third Badger to rush for more than 1,000 yards 
as a sophomore, But he frequently was banged 
up and missed considerable time in three of the 
last four games. McCullough is the Big ‘Tens 
third-best returning rusher, but sophomore 
Aaron Stecker and redshirt freshmen Charles 
Williams and Jean Jourdain are in the mix at 
tailback. Sophomore Cecil Martin emerged as a 
steady performer at fullback and demonstrated 
blocking and pass-catching ability. 

Wisconsin lost its top two receivers in flanker 
Michael London and tight end Matt Nyquist, 
who combined for 78 catches, but still has a 
promising wideout duo in juniors Tony Simmons 
and Donald Hayes. The challenge is developing 
depth. Simmons averages 21.4 yards per catch, 
and nearly 30 percent of his 51 career catches 
have been touchdowns. The 6-5 Hayes emerged 
late last season with 11 catches in his last nwo 
games for a total of 161 yards. Sophomore Ryan 
Sondrup moves up at tight end. 
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The line is the strength of the offensive unit, 
boasting experience and size. After suffering 
through the trials of four first-year starters last 
season, Alvarez boasts five fifth-year seniors and 
a redshirt freshman who will likely crack the 
starting lineup. He wants the best five to play. 

“The ones who are the most consistent and the 
most physical are going to start,” he says. 

Two of them, right tackle Jerry Wunsch and 
left guard Jamie Vanderveldt, have started 40 
games between them in their careers. Both earned 
honorable mention All-Big Ten honors as juniors. 
Another is redshirt freshman left tackle Chris 
McIntosh, a 6-7, 305-pound package of inten- 
sity. Senior Cayetano Castro, a season-long 
starter at left tackle, has been moved to right 


dept 


OFFENSE (8) 


Tory Simmons (Jt. 2); 1 Ahmad Merritt (Fr., 0} 
Chris Mcintosh {Fr., 0); 74 Mark Tauscher (Fr,, 0) 
Jamie Vanderveldt (Sr., 3); 61 Chris Peulik (Ur., 0) 
Derek Engler (Sr., 2); 64 James Darby (St., 2) 
Cayetano Castro (Sc, 3); 56 Mike Rader (Sr., 2) 
Jerry Wunsch (Sr., 3); 69 Pat Daley {Fr,, 0) 

Ryan Sondrup (So., 0); 9 Kevin Lyles (Sr,, 0) 
Donaid Hayes (Jr.. 1); 88 Demetrius Brown (Fr., 0) 
Mike Samuet (So., 0}; 5 Mack Zanders (Fr.. 0) 
Carl McCullough (Jr, 2); 43 Aaron Stecker (So., 1) 
Cecil Martin (So., 1); 32 Branden Cantretl (Jr., 2) 
John Hall (Sz, 3) 


DEFENSE (8) 


42. Tarek Saleh (Sr., 3); 36 Azree Commander (St., 2) 
Nei Miklusak (Sr., 2); 74 Tom Burke (So., 1) 
Rod Spitier (Sr. 3); 92 Brandon Williams (So., 0) 
Bryan Jurewicz (Sr., 3); 53 Rob Roel (Fr., 0) 
Daryl Carter (Sc, 3); 39 Pete Diatelew (Sr, 3) 
Pete Monty (Se., 3); 55 Brian Flanigan Ur., 2) 
David Lysek (Jr., 2); 50 Donny Eicher (So., 1) 
Cyrill Weems (Sr, 3); 34 Leonard Taylor (So., 1); 
Bob Adsmov (So.. 1); 45 Giscard Bemard (Sc, 2) 
Kevin Huntley (Jc, 2); 27 Demon Glenn Ur, 2) 
Jason Suttle (Jr, 2); 35 LaMar Campbell Ur. 2) 
Brian Alexander (Sc, 1) 
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guard. Last year's starting center, senior Mike 
Rader, can also play guard. Derek Engler, a senior 
who can fill in anywhere in the trenches, may get 
the starting center role. Senior James Darby can 
also play center or guard. 

Alvarez believes that offensive success begins 
with the run and defensive success begins with 
stopping the run. Jason Maniecki’s graduation 
places the responsibility up front on senior rush 
end Tarek Saleh, fifth-year tackle Rod Spiller, 
another fifth-year reserve in Neil Miklusak and 
sophomore Tom Burke. Bryan Jurewicz, also a 
fifth-year senior, returns at end but could switch 


: co tackle. Saleh, an All-America candidate, led the 


Big Ten in tackles for losses with 23 and had 12 
of Wisconsin's 25 sacks last year. 

The Badgers return the Big Ten’s top tackler 
and Butkus Award candidate in senior Pete 
Monty, who totaled 137 stops in 1995. It’s a race 
opposite Monty among juniors David Lysek and 
Brian Flanigan, with freshman Jamie Spielman in 
the mix. Sophomore Donny Eicher injured a 
knee in the spring game and likely will miss the 
season. Senior Daryl Carter, who moved from 
strong safety last year and finished with 88 tack- 
les, brings athleticism to outside linebacker. 

Alvarez, believes a strong secondary allows a 
defense to do more things up front, and he’s got a 
good one this year. What Wisconsin may have sacri- 
ficed in using all first-year starters last season will 
pay dividends this year. The secondary stands to be 
the strength of the defensive unit. 

Junior Jason Suttle, who has 4.4 speed, has a 
chance to be a standout at one corner, and senior 
Cyrill Weems, a converted quarterback who is 
physical as well as fast, will start opposite Suttle. 
Sophomore Leonard Taylor and junior LaMar 
Campbell give depth to the corner positions. 

Junior Kevin Huntley, a converted receiver 
who was third on the team in tackles and led it 
with four interceptions, has a chance to start at 
free safety. Strong safety is the question mark. 

Kicking was a big weakness last season. If not 
for evo missed field goals from the 11-yard line, 
the Badgers would have been in a bowl. Senior 
John Hall returns with a strong leg (60-yard field 
goal against Minnesota) but must work on accu- 
racy (7-of-14 field-goal attempts). The Badgers 
were 104th (out of 108) in net punting. Return- 
ing senior Brian Alexander may have to battle 
Hall for the punting job, Stecker did a good job 
running back kickoffs, but Wisconsin averaged a 
paltry 4.3 yards per punt return last fall. 

With an inexperienced quarterback, Alvarez has 
his work cut out if he wishes to return to the top in 
the Big Ten, but a strong running game behind a 
good offensive line and a better defense against the 
run could move the Badgers to the middle of the 
pack in 1996. 

The "96 schedule is a bit more friendly than last 
year’s. After opening the conference season with 
Penn State, the Badgers have two weeks off to pre- 
pare for their trip to Ohio State. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big East): 
1996 Pick: 


Butch Davis 
8-3-0 (6-1-0) 
3rd Big East 


eports of Miami's demise have been 
greatly exaggerated — at least for now. 
Late last season, the NCAA hit Miami 
with a long-awaited probation, but it contained 
only a one-year bowl ban — the Hurricanes took 
it last year — and no television sanctions. Where 
it will hurt in the long term is in scholarships. 
Miami loses 24 of the allotted 50 recruits this 
year and next. 

Since 1983, when it won the first of its four 
national championships, Miami has the best 
record in college football (134-22—.859 to 
Nebraska's 133-23-1—.850), and the Hurri- 
canes should easily match or exceed last year's 8-3 
record, which included a first-place tie with Virginia 
Tech (6-1) in the Big East. It was a school-record 
16th consecutive winning season, and the 'Canes 
have won or shared the Big East crown four times in 
the league's five-year existence. And they return 55 of 
62 lettermen, including eight starters on offense — 
plus two outstanding linemen who went down early 
last season with knee injuries — and seven on 
defense. Both kickers graduated. 

“| think it (experience) is significantly improved 
over last year,” says second-year coach Butch Davis, 
whose club recovered from a 1-3 start and ended the 
season with a seven-game winning streak. 

Junior quarterback Ryan Clement took over in 
Game 4. Clement completed 59.2 percent of his 
passes (119-of-201) for 1,638 yards and seven 
touchdowns while leading Miami to victory in its 
last seven games. 

“Clement played so well at the end of the season,” 
Davis says. “He brings some obvious playing experi- 
ence, some success and some maturity to the posi- 
tion,” 

Miami flourished in its new ovo-back set last 
season thanks to senior tailback Danyell Fergu- 
son, who became only the second runner in 
school history to surpass 1,000 yards (1,069). 
Ferguson, an All-Big East selection, scored 13 
touchdowns and was the leading receiver out of 
the backfield with 22 catches for 248 yards. 

There are a lot of other weapons at tailback: 
sophomore Dyral McMillan, junior Trent Jones 
and freshman James Jackson, who is considered 
to be an impact player after gaining 1,500 yards 
at Fork Union Military Academy, With fullback 
Derrick Harris gone, the focus is on sophomores 
Carlo Joseph and Nick Williams, who could be a 
devastating force at 260 pounds. Depth and qual- 
ity at running back now make Miami a legitimate 
two-dimensional threat. 

‘The wide receiver positions are a team strength. 
Senior Jammi German (41 catches, 730 yards, 
three touchdowns) and junior Yatil Green (25 
catches, 476 yards, two TDs) provide speed and 
experience. German is capable of eye-popping 
catches and Green is a legitimate deep threat. 
Sophomores Omar Rolle and Magic Benton 
showed flashes of brilliance last year, and senior 
speedster Tony Gaiter has moved back to wide 
receiver after a year at tailback, 


Danyell Ferguson 


Losing tight end Syii Tucker to graduation 
leaves the position in the hands of senior Gerard 
Daphnis (14 catches, 236 yards, wwo TDs) and 
junior Chris Jones. 

The offensive line returns four starters and 
three others with starting experience. Fitting 
those seven into five positions is a nice problem. 
Senior K.C. Jones, one of the best centers in the 
country, went down in Game 4; junior Mike 
Wehner took over and proved capable. Senior 
right guard Ricky Perry was hurt in the 1995 
opener and returns to challenge sophomore 
Richard Mercier, who started the last 10 games 
and apparently will move to left guard to fill the 
only vacancy on the line. Juniors Freeman Brown 
and Carlos Callejas and redshirt freshman Robert 


eEchart 


OFFENSE (8) 


Jammi German (St, 3); 9 Omar Rolle (So., 1) 
Gerard Dephnis (St.. 3); 85 Robert Halt (Fr., 0) 

J Ina (Sr, 3); 70 Shabaka AbdulMajid (Jr., 1) 
Ricky Perry (Sr. 3); 78 Freeman Brown (Jr., 2) 
K.C, Jones (Sr., 3); 68 Mike Wehner Ur, 2) 
Richard Mercier (So., 1); 72 Carlos Callejas (Ur. 0) 
Kerlin Blaise (Jr, 3); 74 J. Johnson Ur., 2) 

Yatil Green (Jr, 2); 8 Magic Benton (So., 1) 

Casio Joseph (So., 1); 30 Nick Williams (So., 1) 
Danyeil Ferguson (Sc, 3); 28 Dyral McMillien (So. 1) 
Ryan Clement (Je. 2); 11 Scott Covington (So., 1) 
Andy Crostand (Fr., 0) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Kenny Holmes (Se, 3); 71 Derrick Ham (So., 1) 
Denny Fortney (Jt. 2); 95 Nelson Smith (So., 1) 
Marvin Davis (Sc, 3); 94 Cred Pegues (So., 1) 
Kenard Lang (Jt. 2); 53 Booker Pickett (Sr. 1) 
Twan Russell (Sc, 3); 58, Jeffrey Taylor Ur., 2) 
James Burgess (St., 3); 49 Cliff Jackson (So., 0) 
Antonio Coley (Sc.. 3); 59 Michael Smith (Fr., 0) 
Eari Littie (Sz, 3); 2 Nathaniel Brooks (So,, 1) 
Chris Gitson {Sr., 3}: 24 Marcus Wimnberty (Sr., 3) 
Tremain Mack (Jr.. 2); 44 Jack Halimon {S¢., 3) 
Nick Ward (So., 1); 23 Duane Starks (ir., 0) 

17 Andy Crostand (Fr., 0) 


REdascS°CBRAA 
HSpnSSPSS0a28 6 


~SRURERER SAR 
Nove Pagess 


A) beet Manet «9 Btiaae Sere 
BOLD pases ern Torey 
SUMED Aree Cans Dora Lerns Fin 


Miami Hurricanes 


Sampson will battle for playing time at guard. At 
tackle, the incumbents are junior Kerlin Blaise 
and senior | Ina (full name: J Bertrand Ina). 

Senior Kenny Holmes and junior Kenard 
Lang, a pair of all-star candidates, will anchor the 
defensive line from the end positions. Lang was 
Big East Rookie of the Year in 1994. The starting 
tackles, junior Denny Fortney and senior Marvin 
Davis, also return but must fight off challenges 
from sophomores. Miami returns 11 defensive 
linemen who have seen game action. 

“I feel much better about the linebacker posi- 
tion this year just from the standpoint of experi- 


# ence,” Davis says. “There isa lot more depth, and 


there apparently will be a lot more team speed at 
linebacker,” 

Ironically, Miami's only defensive loss was mid- 
dle linebacker Ray Lewis, who came out a year 
early for the NFL draft, Senior James Burgess, 
who was second to Lewis with 87 tackles, will 
move from an outside position to the middle. 
The likely starters on the outside are seniors 
Antonio Coley (strong side) and Twan Russell 
(weak side). Junior Jeffrey Taylor started once 
outside. An accomplished student, Coley is a pre- 
physical therapy major and has been a teaching 
assistant in an advanced anatomy class. 

Eight players who started games last year return 
to the secondary. They include senior cornerback 
Earl Little. Sophomore Nick Ward also started 
some at cornerback. Junior Tremain Mack, who 
started five games, and senior Jack Hallmon, who 
started three, will return to the lineup at the 
strong safety spot. Senior free safety Chris Gibson 
started six games. 

“We have to find a way to get more defensive 
backs involved,” Davis says. “Additional defen- 
sive packages will allow for some of these guys to 
play underneath nickel positions.” 

Left-footed redshirt freshman Andy Crosland 
is slated to replace the graduated Dane Prewitt as 
placekicker. Crosland also punts, Walk-on Gas- 
ton Suzal, a redshirt freshman, will compete for 
that job. 

“I was pleased from the standpoint of kick- 
blocking; we blocked 12 kicks,” Davis says. In 
addition to Mack's six, Holmes blocked two field 
goals in a 17-14 win at Boston College. “I feel 
like we have to make significant improvement in 
punt returning and kickoff returning.” 

Miami averaged 7.6 yards per punt return 
while giving up 8.3. Benton averaged 23.5 yards 
per kickoff return and 5.5 on punt runbacks. He 
could be joined by Trent Jones and Mack on 
kickoffs and Gaiter, Mack and Ward on punts. 

If Miami can get past Florida State in October 
— the game is in the Orange Bowl, where the 
Hurricanes are virtually unbeatable — and then 
defeat Virginia Tech (home) and Syracuse (away) 
in November, another Big East championship is 
well within reach. And a conference title would 
put Miami in the running for a record fifth 
national championship in 14 years. 
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Northwestern Wildcats 


Head Coach: Gary Barnett 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 10-2-0 (8-0-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th Big Ten 


efensive coordinator Ron Vanderlinden 

recalls a typical staff meeting during the 

early days of coach Gary Barnett’s tenure 
at Northwestern, Barnett would start the day by 
portraying to his assistants the image of a huge 
boulder in front of them. Every day he would tell 
them to bring a sledgehammer to work and 
whack away at that boulder. 

“One day we were going to come in there, 
smack that thing and it was just going to crum- 
ble,” Vanderlinden says. “We just didn't know 
when the next hit was going to level it.” 

It took more than three years, but finally the 
huge rock crumbled for Barnett, his staff, his 
players and new legions of Northwestern football 
fans. The Wildcats took a delirious ride to a 10-2 
season, the Big ‘Ten championship and their first 
Rose Bowl since 1948. It was a giddy time for a 
team whose last winning season was more than a 
quarter-century ago. How difficult will it be for 
Barnett to maintain that success? Was it a mirage? 

‘People are always asking what's the hardest 
thing, to get there or stay there?” says Wisconsin 
coach Barry Alvarez, who should know. “They've 
already done the hardest thing. They were suc- 
cessful because they ran the football, kept the ball 
away from people, they ran a great defense and 
their kicking game was the best in the league. To 
sustain it, they have to continue to do what they 
did last year.” 

A tall order, perhaps, but the Wildcats do have 
a solid nucleus returning with 13 starters, eight 
all-conference players and 12 fifth-year seniors 
among 41 lettermen back. 

Senior Steve Schnur, whose ability to stay out 
of trouble was one of the biggest reasons for 
Northwestern's success, returns at quarterback. 
He's not flashy, but he is efficient. Schnur threw 
only five interceptions in 218 regular-season 
attempts. His backup could be one of two 
seniors, Chris Hamdorf or Tim Hughes, who 
began the 1994 season as the starter. 

Junior tailback Darnell Autry was the work- 
horse of the ground game. He averaged 32 carries 
per contest and was one of only two running 
backs in the country to rush for more than 100 
yards in each game. A Heisman finalist as a 
sophomore, Autry ranked fourth in the nation 
and first in the Big Ten with 152.2 yards rushing 
per game. Junior backups Adrian Autry (no rela- 
tion) and Faraji Leary combined for just 47 carries 
in “95, Junior Matt Hartl and sophomore Levelle 
Brown return at fullback. 

The entire receiving corps is back, giving Bar- 
nett and offensive coordinator Greg Meyer reason 
to hope that an improved passing game could 
take pressure off Autry and the defense. Leading 
receiver D'Wayne Bates, a junior wideout, was 
one of the biggest surprises last fall for the Wild- 
cats. After making the switch from quarterback, 
he showed good hands and leaping ability in aver- 
aging 17.7 yards per catch. Bates will be backed 
up at flanker by senior Toussaint Waterman. 
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Seniors Dave Beazley and Brian Musso also pro- 
vide experience at the other wideout. 

The Wildcats want senior tight end Darren 
Drexler to be a bigger part of the offense. He's a 
nice target at 6-6 and 258 pounds and has 
already proven himself to be a good blocker. 

Northwestern loses two first-team All-Big Ten 
offensive linemen in center Rob Johnson and 
guard Ryan Padgett but will field an all-senior 
front. Brian Kardos, a 298-pounder who made 
second-team all-conference in "95, and Paul Janus 
return at the tackles, with Jason Wendland in 
reserve. Guard Justin Chabot made the switch in 
midseason from tackle. Kevin Peterson will start 
at the other guard, and Nathan Strikwerda will 
try to fill Johnson's sizable shoes at center. 


dep 


OFFENSE (9) 


D'Wayne Bates (Jc, 1); 18 Toussaint Waterman (Sr., 2) 
Brian Kardos (St., 2); 70 Brian Hemmerie (So., 0) 
Justin Chabot (Sr., 3); 77 Chad Pugh (Sr, 1) 
Nathan Strikwerda (Sr., 1): 58 Jason Matiyow (So., 0) 
Kevin Peterson (Sr,, 1); 79 Bryan LaBelle (ir, 1) 
Paul Janus (Sr., 3); 60 Jason Wendiand (Sr, 1) 
Darren Drexler (Sr., 3); 87 Joe! Stuart UUr., 0} 
Steve Schnur (Sr, 3); 4 Chris Hamdorf (Sr. 0) 
Darnell Autry (Jt, 2); 32 Adrian Autry Ur., 1) 
Matt Harti (Jc, 1); 34 Levelle Brown (So., 1) 
Dave Beazley (St, 3); 22 Brian Musso (Sr, 2) 
Brian Gowins (Jt.. 1) 


DEFENSE (4) 


Keith Lozowski (Sr,, 2); 90 Thor Schmidt {Jr., 0) 
Matt Rice (St., 3); 88 Kejoun DuBose (Sr, 2) 
Ray Robey (Sr, 1); 94 Joe Reiff (Sr, 3) 

Casey Dailey (Se., 2); 81 Jon Burns Ur. 1) 
Kevin Buck (So.. 1); 53 Don Holmes (Ur., 1) 

Pat Fitzgerald (Sr, 3); 55 Barry Gardner Ur., 1) 
Tim Scharf (Sr.. 3); 42 Tucker Morrison (Sr. 1) 
Hudhaifa Ismael (Se, 2); 21 Fred Wilkerson (Ur., 1) 
Eric Collier (S., 2); 30 Matt Stewart (Sc, 1) 
Mite Nelson (Je, 1); 31 Kyle Sanders (So. 0) 
17 Josh Samnes {r.. 1); 11 Gerald Conoway (So, 0} 
14 Pauli Burton (Sz, 3) 


RBEasenaseogrs 
SREREBRKAAAe 


*SaeeeeeRacR 
RHOgRseset 


10) beets Seene oo See ee 
PD ween) Ree Oe 
NUMBER free Qune maces Lise am 


Senior Matt Rice will start for a fourth year and 
anchor the defensive line at tackle. Rice was a 
critical cog in the nation’s leading scoring defense 
in 1995, Seniors Ray Robey and Joe Reiff will 
share time at the other tackle position, The 
biggest question marks are at end. Casey Dailey. 
a senior who had six sacks, returns at right end, 
and senior Keith Lozowski will try to replace the 
departed Mike Warren at left end. 

Senior Pat Fitzgerald healed slowly from a bro- 
ken leg suffered in the 10th game of the season 
and missed all of spring practice. But he's 


. expected to return and will be needed. Fitzgerald 


was a first-team All-American, Big Ten Defensive 
Player of the Year and the second-leading tackler 


= in the conference despite missing almost wo 


games. Junior Don Holmes, who replaced Fitz- 
gerald after the injury, and sophomore Kevin 
Buck, who was a high school All-American and 
played last season as a true freshman, are candi- 
dates to start at hawk linebacker. Senior Tim 
Scharf, who shows explosiveness coming off the 
edge, will play drop linebacker and be used in 
passing situations as an outside rusher. 

Northwestern loses three starters from the sec- 
ondary, but senior Eric Collier, third on the team 
in tackles, returns at strong safety and could be an 
All-Big Ten performer. He had three intercep- 
tions last year. Junior Mike Nelson had a nice 
spring and will try to replace William Bennett at 
free safety. Depth could be a problem at both 
safety Spots. 

Senior Hudhaifa Ismacli, who carned second- 
team All-Big Ten honors after registering 10 tack- 
les for losses and five sacks last fall as a nickel 
back, has the size, speed and aggressiveness to 
shine at cornerback. Junior Josh Barnes is at the 
other corner, and junior Fred Wilkerson is the 
first corner off the bench. 

Senior Paul Burton, who has averaged nearly 
41 yards per punt in his three years as the starter, 
is solid and ready for an All-Big Ten year. Junior 
placekicker Brian Gowins, who showed good 
range after Sam Valenzisi’s season-ending knee 
injury, should improve his accuracy. 

Musso and Bates provide depth returning 
punts, and Ismacli showed promising skills as a 
kick returner in the Rose Bowl. 

Northwestern still has its share of skeptics who 
believe the Wildcats were a one-year phenome- 
non, but they return a solid group with one of the 
best motivational coaches in the country, If 
Fitzgerald is healthy, if Autry has another great 
season, and if the Wildcats are as hungry and 
again place among the leaders in turnover ratio, 
they will be back in the thick of the Big Ten race. 

“I'm eager, and I’m not going to listen to all 
the stories about the problems of repeating,” 
says Barnett. “I'm just going to go into this sea- 
son as if we hadn't won last year, because if you 
don’t go back and recapture all the things you 
had going into the winning season, you'll never 
get it back,” 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SEC): 
1996 Pick: 


Terry Bowden 
8-4-0 (5-3-0) 
2nd SEC West 


erry Bowden has knocked off milestones 
uring his first three years at Auburn. 
Perfect season and National Coach of the 
YeaFin year one, School-record 20-game winning 
streak in his first evo seasons while the Tigers 
were on NCAA probation. A berth in the Our- 
back Bowl at the conclusion of his third, when 
the Tigers were off the hook with the NCAA, But 
the biggest milestone, an SEC (or possibly a 
national) championship, is yet to come. 

Last season's 8-4 record was the worst in young 
Bowden's three years. It harvested the first bowl 
of his head-coaching career, but it didn’t get the 
main goal: the SEC crown, 

“We haven't been to Adanta yet,” says Bowden, 
referring to the championship game site. “We 
werent the best in our division last year, much less 
the conference. | think we might have been too 
analytical.” 

With his priority fixed on the Western Division 
championship, Bowden shook up his staff, par- 
ticularly the defensive side. The Tigers recorded 
459 yards of toral offense per game last season, 26 
yards shy of the school record, bur allowed oppo- 
nents 385. 

So Bowden fired longtime defensive coordina- 
tor Wayne Hall and brought in Bill “Brother” 
Oliver from archrival Alabama. 

Oliver's bloodlines are better than most. He 
was around five national champions at Alabama, 
playing for one and coaching five. 

“What I cut my teeth on,” Oliver says, “is 
doing whatever it takes to win ball games. For- 
mations, 3—4s or 4—3s, don't win championships. 
You have to do what the players can do, We'll be 
multiple in our schemes and hope we can take it 
from the practice field to the stadium.” 

Oliver will have plenty to work with. The Tigers 
return nine starters on defense, missing only cor- 
ner Dell MeGee and linebacker Anthony Harris. 
It’s another story on offense, where only five reg- 
ulars return. ‘lWwo-time 1,000-yard rusher Stephen 
Davis and two-year quarterback starter Patrick 
Nix are gone, and All-America tackle Willie 
Anderson departed a year early for the NFL. 

Yet Bowden and brother Tommy, his offensive 
coordinator, are confident in their offense. “I feel 
as good about taking this team into the season as 
any I've had at Auburn,” Bowden says. 

The exciting junior Damevune Craig is ready to 
pull the trigger on Bowdenball. After a redshirt year 
and two seasons as backup to Nix, it’s Craig's 
offense. With Craig at the controls, the Tigers 
scored 13 TDs in 13 goal-line situations, and Craig 
rushed or passed for 10 of them. A splendid athlete, 
Craig rushed for 122 yards and six touchdowns, 
and completed 28-of-40 passes for 268 yards and 
four TDs with only one interception. He reminds 
people of former Florida State quarterback Charlie 
Ward, the 1993 Heisman Trophy winner. 

With Davis gone, swift junior Fred Beasley 
moves from fullback to tailback. Beasley rushed 
for 346 yards and five TDs on 66 carries and 
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Tiger 


Marcellus Mostella # f Soni 


caught 11 passes for 194 yards and another score. 
Junior Kevin McLeod takes the fullback spot. 

Wide receivers Willie Gosha, a senior, and 
Tyrone Goodson, a junior, combined for 95 
catches and 1,265 yards, Senior Hicks Poor and 
sophomore Robert Baker were right behind 
them. Baker caught the second-most passes ever 
by a Tiger freshman, 28, and kept the game-win- 
ning drive alive against Alabama with a clutch 
34-yard third-down catch. 

Senior tight end Jessie McCovery has ability as 
a blocker and junior ‘Tyrone Dillard is a better 
receiver, so both will see plenty of action. 

Along the front wall, which must be rebuilt to 
replace Anderson and center Shannon Roubique, 
senior guard Leonard Thomas and junior tackle 


depth 


OFFENSE (5) 


Willie Gosha (Sr., 3); 89 Hicks Poor (Sr.. 2) 
Tyrone Goodson (Jt, 2): 16 Robert Baker (So., 1) 
Jessie McCovery (Sr, 3); 41 Tyrone Dillard Ur.. 2) 
DeMarcus Curry (So,, 1); 76 Kevin Cummings Ur. 1) 
Leonard Thomas (St, 3); 65 Kendall Mack (So., 1) 
James Kiger (J¢,, 1); 57 Karl Lavine (So., 1) 

Jim Roe (Sr., 3); 74 Ben Elliott (Fr.. 0) 

Victor Riley (Jt, 2); 78 Jeno James (Fr.. 0) 
Dameyune Craig (Jr.. 2). 15 Jon Cooley (Se. 2) 
Kevin Meteod Ur, 2 32 Cencage Pennington (Fr. 0) 
Fred Beasley (Jc., 2); 30 Enc Hines-Tucker (Sr. 1) 
Jaret Holmes (Jr, 0) 


DEFENSE (9) 


Terry Solomon (St, 3); 92 Bobby Daffin Ur, 2) 
Shannon Suttle (Jt., 2); 94 Nate Smith (Jr. 2) 
Jimeny Brumbaugh (So,, 1); 91 Charies Dorsey (So... 1) 
Mark Smith (St. 4); 98 James Roscoe (So,, 1) 
Marcellus Mostelia (S«, 3); 37 Terrance Crowder (Jr, 2) 
Ricky Neal Ur, 1); Barrett Askew (Fr. 0) 

Takeo Spikes (So., 1); Stan Bellamy (Fr, 0) 
Tyreece Williams (Jr. 1); 9 Dan Evans {So., 1) 
Larry Melton (Jr, 2}: 4 Jayson Bray (So., 1) 
Martavies Houston (So., 1); 35 Liron Thomws (Se. 1) 
Charles Rose (St, 3); 6 Ryan Taylor (So. 1) 
Jaret Holmes Ur,, 0) 
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Victor Riley lead the Tigers. Sophomore DeMar- 
cus Curry and junior Kevin Cummings are 1-2 
at the other tackle. Redshirt freshman Jeno James 
is Riley's backup. Jim Roe, a senior, brings expe- 
rience to the guard opposite Thomas. Junior 
James Kiger and sophomore Karl Lavine are bat- 
tling at center. 

Bowden and Oliver have a solid group on 
which to build a top-flight defense. The front line 
of ends Mark Smith, a senior, and Shannon Sut- 
tle, a junior, and sophomore nose tackle Jimmy 
Brumbaugh returns experienced and talented. 
Brumbaugh is the leading tackler of the three 
with 71 hits, nine tackles for losses and four 


= sacks. Suttle had 50 tackles, six for losses, and nwo 
sacks, Smith totaled 45 tackles, 11 for losses, and 
delivered six sacks. 

Auburn's linebackers are the strength of the 
team. Terry Solomon and Marcellus Mostella, 


“Formations don’t win 
championships. You have 
to do what the players 
can do.” 

— Bill Oliver 


senior All-SEC candidates on the outside, and 
sophomore Takeo Spikes in the middle will be 
Oliver's building blocks, Mostella led the team 
with 128 total tackles, including 12 for losses, 
five sacks and two fumble recoveries. Solomon 
had 66 tackles, 11 for losses, and a team-leading 
nine sacks. 

Spikes was the Tigers’ fourth-leading tackler in 
"95. He had 76. Junior Ricky Neal starts at the 
other inside position. 

Junior cornerback Larry Melton retums to the 
secondary with safeties Charles Rose, a senior, 
and Martavius Houston, a sophomore. 

Houston, who moved into a starting job as a 
freshman, was the big playmaker. The strong 
safety was the team’s third-leading tackler with 
94. He broke up five passes and intercepted one, 
Rose made 64 tackles and knocked down four 
passes. Melton supported the run well, making 
66 stops and breaking up 11 passes. Junior 
Tyreece Williams, who has also seen action at 
wide receiver, will start opposite Melton. 

Both the punting and placckicking duties are 
up for grabs. One new kicker on board is junior 
college All-American Jaret Holmes. He averaged 
45.1 yards on punts last season and landed 45-of- 
80 kickofls in the end zone, 

Baker is a dangerous return man who averaged 
9.3 yards on punt returns and 21 yards on kickoffs. 

With Craig ready to take the reins of Bowden's 
offense and Oliver pulling the strings on defense, 
Tiger fans have plenty of reason for optimism, 
The non-conference schedule has three wins built 
in: against UAB, Fresno State and Northeast 
Louisiana, with SEC home games against LSU, 
South Carolina, Arkansas and Georgia. The 
tough ones are Florida and Alabama on the road. 
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Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets 


Head Coach: George O'Leary 
1995 Record (ACC): 6-5-0 (5-3-0) 
1996 Pick: 3rd ACC 


one did a better coaching job last year 
an Georgia Tech's George O'Leary. 

In his first full season as head coach, 
ifted the Yellow Jackets from a dismal 
1-10 in 1994 to 6-5 in ’95 and was within four 
points of 8-3. Only a blocked punt by Arizona 
with three minutes to play and a field goal by 
Georgia in the last 47 seconds kept Tech out of 
the national rankings and a bowl. It was a 
tremendous reconstruction program, one that 
O'Leary says is not quite completed. 

“Offensively, its how you do up the middle 
and we've got to find replacements at quarterback 
and center,” he says. “You've got to step before 
you can run, We're still growing.” 

Redshirt freshman Joe Hamilton came out of 
spring practice as the No. 1 quarterback after 
besting sophomore Brandon Shaw. Hamilton's 
chief rival has all the tools, as he showed in key- 
ing a fourth-quarter comeback win over North 
Carolina State. But Shaw needs game experience. 
He threw just 14 passes all last year. 

Senior Dexter Stallworth, who lettered at quar- 
terback last year, has been moved to flanker. In 
recruits Quincy Carter and Jon Muyres, O’Leary 
has nabbed two of the nation’s top prospects. 

Tech has more than a few ball carriers with tal- 
ent. Junior C. J. Williams was the No. 4 rusher in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference with 1,138 yards 
and a per-game average of 103.5, good enough to 
earn him a second-team All-ACC berth. 

Capable support at tailback comes from sopho- 
mores Phillip Rogers and Charlie Rogers, along 
with junior T. J. Johnson. Charlie Rogers also 
could see time at wide receiver. 

The Yellow Jackets are equally strong at full- 
back, where sophomore Charles Wiley has 
emerged as a tough runner and even tougher 
blocker. Sophomore Curtis Hollomon, who 
missed most of 1995 with an injury, also could fit 
in, and junior Ron Hardin, projected as a starter 
before he was hurt last year, is back and healthy. 

If they can stay healthy, Tech’s receivers are as 
good as they come. Avoiding injuries has been a 
problem for senior flanker Derrick Steagall, a 
thoroughbred athlete still looking for his peak 
season, He made 27 catches in 1995, 

Junior split end Harvey Middleton is the team’s 
most productive receiver. He recorded 31 recep- 
tions and three touchdowns last year. Middleton 
and Steagall both have the ability to turn a short 
pass into a long gainer. 

Depth at the wideouts comes from sophomores 
Mike Sheridan, a converted defensive back, and 
Conrad Daniels and, of course, Stallworth. 

At ught end, senior Grant Baynham fits the 
‘Tech profile; he is a big, strong blocker and occa- 
sional target. Last season he had 14 receptions 
and one touchdown. Behind the 6-5 Baynham 
are 6-7 sophomore Chris Myers, 6-4 redshirt 
freshman Joe Perdoni and 6-3 senior walk-on 
Mare Westmoreland. 

In center Michael Cheever and right tackle 


ae 
C.J. Williams 


Jason Dukes, Tech lost its two top linemen from 
the third-best rushing team in the ACC. Return- 
ing are two all-conference candidates, senior left 
tackle Curtis McGee and junior right guard Ken 
Celaj. Senior left guard Michael Minter, a starter 
in the last eight games of 95, also is back. 

On the basis of work in spring practice, sopho- 
more Craig Page, a transfer from Louisville, will 
be Cheever's replacement at center. He will be 
backed up by redshirt freshman Abe Fernandez 
and Jim Kercher, a senior walk-on. 

At right tackle, seniors Steve Jackson and Yoel 
Molina are vying to fill Dukes’ big shoes. Tight 
end Myers could make it a threesome here. 

There is sure to be one change in the defensive 
trenches. Nose guard Al Jackson, who came in as 


so chart 


OFFENSE (8) 


SE 81 Harvey Middleton (Jr., 2); 6 Conrad Daniels {So., 1) 
LT 59 Curtis McGee (St, 3); 61 John Grantham Ur., 0) 
LG 74 Michael Minter (Sc, 1); 89 Marc Westmoreland (Sr., 0} 
C 78 Craig Page (So., 0}; 77 Abe Femandez {Fr.. 0) 
RG 64 Ken Celaj (Jr, 2): 65 Kevin Knapp (Fr. 0) 
RT 62 Steve Jackson (Sr.. 2}; 76 Yoe! Molina (Sr., 4) 
TE 86 Grant Baynham (Sr., 3); 91 Chris Myers (So., 1) 
QB 14 Joe Hamilton (Fr. 0); 10 Brandon Shaw (So., 1) 
FB 36 Charles Wiley (So., 1); 20 Curtis Hollomon (So, 0) 
TB 23 C.J, Williams (Jr., 2); 37 Phillip Rogers (So., 1) 
FL 9 _ Demick Steagalll (Sr., 3); 44 Dexter Stalworth (Sr., 1) 
PK 12 David Frakes (Jr, 2) 
DEFENSE (8) 

DE 46 Ralph Hughes (Jr, 2); 56 Nate Stimson (So., 0) 
DT 92 Derrick Shepard (Jr, 2); 79 Patrick Bradford Ur., 2) 
NG 94 Dan Witherspoon (Jr., 1); 90 Kamal Balogun Ur, 1) 
DE 95 Jermaine Miles (St, 1); 68 DeShaan Simmons (So., 1) 
OLB 28 Jimmy Clements (Sr, 3); 41 Jesse Tarplin (So., 1) 
LB. 50 Ron Rogers (Jr., 2); 58 Justin Robertson (So,, 1) 
LB 35 Kelth Brooking (Jr., 2); 55 Delaunta Cameron {So., 1) 
BCB 4 Jason Bostic {So., 1); 43 Kofi Smith (So., 1) 
FCB 32 Nathan Perryman (Sr, 3); 18 Donte Booker (Fr., 0) 
ss 8 Mike Dee (Sr., 3); 29 Gary Joseph Ur., 2) 
FS 16 Srian Wilkins (So., 1); 27 Jerry Caldwell (So., 1) 
Pp 2 Rodney Williams (So., 1) 
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a junior college transfer last year and played one 
season, reportedly left school to become a police 
officer. The Jackets do return end Ralph Hughes 
and tackle Derrick Shepard, both juniors, from 
last year's lincup, along with senior Jermaine 
Miles at the end opposite Hughes. 

At nose guard, juniors Dan Witherspoon and 
Patrick Bradford will do battle. Bradford missed 
spring practice while rehabbing a shoulder. 

Other contenders up front are junior Kamal 
Balogun and sophomores Nate Stimson, 
DeShaan Simmons, Conrad Andrzejewski, Var- 
cellus Bell and Roderrick Roberts. There are high 


= hopes for Simmons, a former USA TODAY All- 


American. 

In recent years, Georgia Tech has been noted 
for cranking out such talented linebackers as 
Marco Coleman, Pat Swilling, Jamal Cox and 
Lucius Sanford. You can add two and possibly 


Avoiding injuries has been 
a problem for senior 
flanker Derrick Steagall, a 


thoroughbred athlete still 
looking for his peak. 


three more linebackers’ names to that august list. 

Juniors Ron Rogers and Keith Brooking, both 
of whom play on the inside, are All-America 
material. Brooking led the ACC with 146 tackles 
and Rogers was a single hit behind with 145. 
Senior Jimmy Clements, who plays on the out- 
side, made 67 stops and four sacks. 

Backup support at linebacker should come 
from sophomores Jesse Tarplin, Justin Robertson 
and Delaunta Cameron. 

At one cornerback position is Mr. Versatility, 
senior Nathan Perryman, an excellent cover man 
and punt returner and a bona fide All-America 
candidate. Perryman, a three-year starter, led the 
ACC in pass breakups with 13. Speedy sopho- 
more Jason Bostic could be his counterpart at the 
other corner. 

Senior Mike Dee, who has started 29 of Tech's 
last 33 games, was moved from free safety to 
strong safety during spring drills, Sophomore 
Brian Wilkins took over at free safety. 

Both Yellow Jacket kickers return. Sophomore 
Rodney Williams punted for a 38.1-yard average 
last year. He put his exclamation point on the sea- 
son with a booming 48.5 average in the finale 
against archrival Georgia. Placekicker David 
Frakes, now a junior, scored on 10-of-15 field- 
goal attempts. 

Perryman does most of the punt returning 
(12.5-yard average). Steagall and Charlie Rogers 
are dangerous kickoff returners. 

The defense must hold until inexperience at 
quarterback resolves itself. Look for the Jackets to 
depend on a solid running game, especially early. 

O'Leary's trademark is defense. Run stopping 
is a strength, but Tech needs to patch a porous 
pass defense. 
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East Carolina Pirates 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 


Steve Logan 
9-3-0 


as East Carolina football arrived? If by 
arrived” we mean that the Pirate program 
as reached ‘Top 10-15 status, then the 
answer ts no. If it implies that the Pirate program 
has now garnered national respect and is capable of 
being a Top 25 team on a consistent basis, then the 
answer very likely is yes. 

Pirate head coach Steve Logan knows the climb 
toward respectability has been a tough one, but 
one that many long-mediocre programs also had 
to make before success finally was achieved. 

“When you are a new kid on the block, as we 
are, nudging into the upper echelon is not easy,” 
says Logan, who is entering his fifth season in 
Greenville. “We are still at the point at which 
people say, ‘OK. You had a good season. Let's see 
if you can do it again,’” 

Logan supports his opinion by noting that, 
despite a 9-3 mark in "95 (including a 19-13 win 
over Pac-10 power Stanford in the Liberty Bowl), 
East Carolina failed to crack the final Associated 
Press Top 25 Poll (although it did finish in the 
‘Top 25 of the CNN/USA TODAY Coaches Poll). 
The three losses came at powerful Tennessee 
(27-7), at Illinois (7-0) and at underrated 
Cincinnati (13-10). 

The East Carolina football program has made 
significant strides since joining the Division | 
tanks in 1977. Since then, the Pirates have 
recorded a 108—104—1 mark. 

Many contend that it was former coach Bill 
Lewis who helped establish East Carolina as a 
quality “second-tier” program, one capable of 
competing with almost any foc. Lewis left East 
Carolina after only three seasons. Logan, how- 
ever, appears likely to stay awhile in Greenville. 

“We've got a contract with ESPN and a tie-in 
to the Liberty Bowl through the Liberty Bowl 
Alliance,” Logan says, “In terms of conference 
affiliation, when you strip away all the verbiage, 
all that matters is bowl access. But you have to 
look down the road.” 

The view down the road is encouraging. 
Reports indicate East Carolina (along with Army 
and Navy) will be invited to join Conference 
USA for football. 

Senior Marcus Crandell is one of the nation’s 
best quarterbacks, Last fall, the Robersonville, 
N.C., native completed 235-of-447 passes (52.6 
percent) for 2,751 yards and 18 touchdowns. His 
passing-efficiency rating of 112.2 was modest, 
but Crandell’s scrambling ability elevates him to 
elite status. Unsurprisingly, he has been com- 
pared to former Pirate signal-caller Jeff Blake, 
now starting with the Cincinnati Bengals, 

Trouble may await the Pirate backfield with 
top rusher Jerris McPhail gone. Someone must 
emerge from the pack in Logan's frequently used 
one-back set. The job falls to last year's backups, 
sophomore fullbacks Scott Harley, the leading 
returning rusher (263 yards on 62 carries), and 
Raymond Mabry. 

H-back Mitchell Galloway returns for his 


92 


senior year after leading the team in receiving 
with 46 catches for 619 yards and three touch- 
downs. Junior Jason Nichols added 43 receptions 
for 502 yards and two scores. Keep an cye on 
juniors Linwood DeBrew, Galloway's backup, 
and Larry Shannon, one of the nation’s tallest 
(6-6) split ends. Shannon's numbers (346 yards 
on 24 catches, 14.4 yards per catch) and raw tal- 
ent (a 38-inch vertical leap and 4.5 speed in the 
40) suggest his future is bright. 

The ght end is senior Scott Richards, who 
contributed 33 receptions last season, with fellow 
senior Sean Richardson in reserve. 

Three starters, all seniors, return to anchor the 
offensive line. They are left guard Jamie Gray, 
right guard Lamont Burns and right tackle Ron 


Euchart | 


OFFENSE (9) 


Larry Shannon (Jr, 2); 26 Troy Smith (So., 1) 
Stacey Whitehead (Jr, 1); 50 Mpumi Masimini (So,, 1) 
Jamie Gray (St., 2); 70 Corey Russell (So,, 1) 
Danny Moore (So., 0); 72 Ed Watkins (Sr. 0) 
Lamont Bums (St, 2); 67 Shane McPherson (Sc, 3) 
Ron Suddith (Se, 3); 74 Mark McColl (Sr., 1) 
Scott Richards (Sx, 3); 88 Sean Richardson (Sr. 3) 
Marcus Crandell (St, 3); 9 Dan Gonzalez (Jr., 2) 
Scott Harley (So.. 1); 19 Raymond Mabry (So., 1) 
Mitchell Galloway (St, 3); 20 Linwood DeGrew (Ur, 2) 
Jason Nichols (Jt, 2); 87 Lamont Chappell (Fr., 0) 
Chad Holcomb (Sr., 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Monde Corbett (So.. 1); 56 Alphonse Collins Ur, 1) 
Travis Darden (So., 1); 97 Terrell Wihams (Sr.. 1) 
Lorenzo West (St, 3); 99 Dwayne Ledford (Fr., 0) 
Roderick Coleman (So., 1): 58 Freddie Caybrocks (Fr., 0) 
Carlos Brown (Sr., 3); 84 Jeff Kerr (Fr.. 0) 
Marvin Burke (St., 3); 32 Snep Sepaniak (So,, 1) 
BJ. Crane (Se,, 3); 49 Matt Semenza (Jr., 1) 
Kelvin Suggs (So.. 1); 28 Tabari Wallace Ur., 2) 
Daren Hart (Sr, 3); 38 Deeone McKelthan (So. 1) 
David Hart (Sc, 3}; 11 Tavares Taylor (So.. 1) 
Dwight Henry (Sc, 3); 42 Berard Lackey (So., 1) 
Matt Levine (Jc, 2) 
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Suddith. The left tackle is projected to be junior 
Stacey Whitehead, with sophomore Danny 
Moore manning the center spot. Sophomore left 
guard Corey Russell and senior right guard Shane 
McPherson lend support 

On the defensive line, sophomore nose guard 
Travis Darden registered 47 tackles as a true 
freshman starter last fall. He will be joined by 
tackles Mondell Corbett, a sophomore, and 
Lorenzo West, a senior. West recorded 56 tackles, 
including six for losses and a team-leading nine 
sacks. Corbett replaces the departed Walter Scott. 
Depth will come from senior nose guard Terrell 
Williams and freshman tackle Dwayne Ledford. 

Few teams lost a pair of linebackers the caliber 


2 of Mark Libiano (122 tackles} and Morris Fore- 


man. In addition, fellow starter Aaron Black is 
gone. The candidates to replace them include 
sophomore Roderick Coleman (45 tackles) and 
senior B,J. Crane on the outside, and senior Car- 
los Brown (61 tackles) on the inside opposite 
senior Marvin Burke (91 coral tackles, third-best 
on the team), a returning starter. 

With the Hart twins back, the Pirates’ sec- 
ondary should be in fine shape. Now seniors, the 
Harts (strong safety Daren and free safety David) 
have been instrumental in the development of 
East Carolina football in the mid-1990s. Last sea- 
son, Daren tallied 92 tackles (second-best on the 
team), a team-leading 10 tackles for losses and 
three interceptions. David added 65 tackles. 

Manning the left cornerback position will be 
sophomore Kelvin Suggs. Senior Dwight Henry 
is the returning starter at the right corner. He 
made 58 tackles last year. 

Senior placckicker Chad Holcomb hit 10-of 
17 field goals (with a long one of 42 yards) in 
1995. Junior Matt Levine averaged a modest 37.1 
yards on 60 punts, The return game is anchored 
by Nichols (8.1-yard punt-return average) and 
Galloway (18.5-yard average on 30. kickoff 
returns). 

Logan is optimistic about his defense despite 
the various personnel losses, particularly the 
departures of Foreman and Scott. “We've been 
playing about 22 players on defense the past few 
seasons, so | feel confident,” he says. 

During the past two years, Logan has been an 
outspoken advocate of East Carolina football and 
Pirate athletics in general. He is quick to stress 
that his school deserves to be invited to join one 
of the nation's cight power conferences, specifi- 
cally cither the Big East or Conference USA. 

Furthermore, he has praised his football pro- 
gram’s supporters and urged them to follow the 
team to Memphis for the last nwo Liberty Bowls. 

“Our fans are a tremendous asset to our pro- 
gram,” Logan states. “We took 17,000 fans to 
Memphis last December.” 

With another cight-win season possible, Logan 
and the Pirates are looking for a return trip to the 
Bluff City this December and will battle C-USA's 
Cincinnati and Louisville for the opportunity. 
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Arizona State Sun 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 
1996 Pick: 


Bruce Snyder 
6-5-0 (4-4-0) 
3rd Pac-10 


round Tempe, Ariz., people believe in 

omens, and chief among these is Bruce 

Snyder's track record. Snyder led Califor- 
nia to a 10-2 record in his fifth season in Berke- 
ley, and this is his fifth season at the helm at 
Arizona State. Snyder, however, is more con- 
cerned with numbers than omens, and he points 
with optimism to these: 47 returning lettermen 
and 85 scholarship players. 

“It's taken us five years to build those num- 
bers,” he says. “I have high expectations.” 

Mainly, he expects Jake “The Snake” Plummer 
to be one of the country’s top quarterbacks. 

“IL put him in the same class as (Florida's) 
Danny Wuerffel and (Tennessee's) Peycon Man- 
ning,” Snyder says, “You can't be a really good 
team without a good quarterback,” 

Plummer has been in Tempe long enough to 
see the cactus grow a couple of feet taller. As the 
returning All-Pacifie-10 quarterback, the 6-2 
senior has everyone at Arizona State excited — 
and everyone else in the conference concerned. 

“He's the best quarterback returning in the 
league,” says Rocky Long, UCLA's new defensive 
coordinator, who tried to construct Oregon State 
defenses to stop him a year ago. “He has a good 
arm and a good mind, and you can't rattle him. 
He's so mobile that he gets out of trouble and 
then makes a play.” 

Plummer has passed for 6,051 yards and 41 
touchdowns in three years. He needs just 667 
passing yards, 75 more attempts and 68 more 
completions to rank as Arizona State's all-time 
leader in those categories. 

Plummer’s backups are junior Jason Verdugo 
and 6-8 sophomore Steve Campbell, both of 
whom have played sparingly. 

Chris Hopkins is gone, but junior Michael 
Martin returns at tailback with playing time 
under his belt, as does junior Terry Battle. After 
missing all of the 1994 season due to knee 
surgery, Martin was the second-leading Sun Devil 
rusher in 95 with 566 yards on 138 carries, Bat- 
tle tallied 474 yards on 98 carries. Both are so 
sure-handed that the Sun Devils went through 
the entire 1995 season without a tailback losing a 
fumble. 

Arizona State calls the fullback position “fly- 
back,” but sophomore Jeff Paulk is certainly no 
flyweight. He's 245 pounds of devastating 
blocker. Paulk, who missed spring drills because 
of finger surgery, will be spelled by sophomore 
Kevin Tommasini, a backup linebacker and spe- 
cial teams player for the Sun Devils last fall. 

A trivia question: USC's Keyshawn Johnson 
was half of the All-Pac-10 receiver tandem last 
season. Who was the other half? 

The answer: senior Keith Poole, who has qui- 
etly (except in Tempe) established himself as a top 
receiver, with catches in 22 straight games head- 
ing into this season, In 1995, he snared 55 aerials 
for 1,036 yards and seven touchdowns. 

The other wideout is 6-4 senior Isaiah 


Mustafa, who finished second in the California 
high school decathlon in 1993 and ‘94, with 
senior Steve Bush returning at tight end. Senior 
Derrick Charles and sophomores Kenny Mitchell 
and Ricky Boyer offer quality depth and addi- 
tional targets in multi-receiver sets. 

For four seasons, Snyder has talked of building 
a foundation, and in 6-8, 319-pound All-Amer- 
ica tackle Juan Roque, the coach has a base nearly 
large enough to support Sun Devil Stadium. And 
Roque is as talented as he is big. 

Sophomore Grey Ruegamer started four games 
at center last season but has been moved to right 
tackle for the upcoming, campaign. The guards 
are senior Pat Thompson and junior Kyle Mur- 
phy. Senior Kirk Robertson returns at center. 


depth 


OFFENSE (9) 


Keith Poole (St, 3); 81 Kenny Mitchell (So., 1) 
Juan Roque (Sr., 3); 72 Troy Davis (So., 0) 

Pat Thompson (St, 2); 64 Mike Bames (So.. 1) 
Kirk Robertson (St, 2); 56 Kyle Murphy Ur.. 2) 
Kyle Murphy (Jt, 2); 70 Glen Gable (Jr.. 2) 
Grey Ruegamer (So., 1); 78 Anthony Jones (Jr., 4) 
Steve Bush (Sr, 3); 88 Devin Kendall (Sr,, 1) 
tsaiah Mustafa (St, 1); 6 Derrick Charles (Sr., 1) 
Jake Plummer (St., 3): 15 Jason Verdugo (Ur., 2} 
Michael Martin (Jr, 1); 3 Terry Gattle Ur, 1) 
Jeff Pautk (So., 1): 45 Kevin Tommasini (So., 1) 
Robert Nycz (Jt., 1) 


DEFENSE (10) 
Brent Burnstein (Sc, 3); 46 Derrick Ford (So., 0) 
Shawn Swayda (St, 3); 55 Ryen Reilly (Fr. 0) 
Jason Reynolds (Jt, 2); 98 Vince Amey Ur, 2) 
Malchi Crawford (Jr, 2); 97 Albrey Battle (So., 2} 
Scott Von der Ahe (Jr., 1): 30 Larry Johnson (So., 1) 
Derek Smith (Se., 1); 47 Chris Finn (Sr, 2) 
Pat Telman Ue, 2), 37 James Kelly (Fr, 0) 
Jason Simmons (Jt, 2); 12 Lamont Morgan (So., 1) 
Mitchel Freedman (So., 1}: 9 Thomas Sewvnons Ut, 2) 
Damien Richardson (Jc, 2); 22 Racnourd Turpn (Se, 3} 
Traivon Johnson (Sx, 2); 32 Marcus Soword (Sx, 3) 
Lance Anderson (Sr., 2) 
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Devils 


Injuries hobbled the defense last season but 
enabled several players to log valuable playing 
time, which should pay dividends in 1996. 

The returning tackles, junior Jason Reynolds 
and senior Shawn Swayda, have seen bad times 
and are ready for some good ones. Reynolds forte 
is rushing the passer (six sacks last fall), and 
Swayda’s is standing firm on the line of scrim- 
mage, where he totaled 35 tackles despite starting 
only four games because of ankle problems. 

The ends are senior Brent Burnstcin, one of 
only two defenders who started every game in 
"95, and junior Malchi Crawford. Junior Vince 
Amey offers depth at tackle, and sophomore 
Albrey Bartle can play tackle or end. 

Junior Scort Von der Ahe was a scout team fix- 
ture until last season, when he got a chance to 
play and had coaches wondering why they hadn't 
noticed him before. He led the Sun Devils with 
92 tackles from his inside linebacker spot and 
returned his lone pass interception for a score 
against Brigham Young. Senior Derck Smith also 
returns at linebacker, with junior Part Tillman, 
who started one game last season at the other. 
Sophomore Larry Johnson and senior Chris Finn 
provide quality depth. 

Junior strong safety Damien Richardson is a 
two-year starter who made 74 tackles last season. 
Sophomore Mitchell Freedman logged 80 tackles 
in ‘95 and returns at free safety. The cornerbacks 
are junior Jason Simmons, who deflected 11 
passes but is returning from off-season knee 
surgery, and senior Traivon Johnson. Senior Mar- 
cus Soward was a starting cornerback two seasons 
ago but received a medical redshirt last year 
because of a hamstring injury. 

Senior Lance Anderson returns for his fourth 
season as the Sun Devils’ punter. He has been 
consistent, with an approximate 39-yard average 
in each of his first three years. Junior Robert Nycz 
stepped in as the placement specialist last season 
after setting national junior college records at 
Bakersfield CC. 

While he doesn't boast blazing speed, Poole 
provides sure hands to return punts, With Hop- 
kins gone, junior Terry Bartle will again become 
the primary kick returner; he returned 27 for a 
20,3-yard average two seasons ago. 

Says Snyder: “If we just stay the same on 
offense and get, say, 30 points a game, we have 
the kickers and punters to be successful. The dif- 
ference is that we have to be 15-20 percent better 
on defense. If that happens, the three games we 
Jost last season by a total of eight points (to Wash- 
ington, Stanford and Arizona) become wins, and 
we're 9-2 and going to the Rose Bowl.” 

The schedule works in Arizona State's favor, 
with the first five games set for the cauldron that 
is Tempe in late summer and early fall, Among 
those is a date with Nebraska, which whipped the 
Sun Devils 77-28 last year and is very familiar 
with Sun Devil Stadium, having hammered 
Florida there for the national championship. 
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Ron McBride 
7-4-0 (6-2-0) 
1st WAC Mountain 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


uddenly, Utah decided it would not be a 

» rebuilding season after all. 

FP Refusing to settle for a so-so record, 
even after losing all seven of their All-WAC 
players from the previous year, the Utes won the 
last four games of 1995 to finish 74. Utah also 
won a share of its firss WAC title in 32 years, 
while beating rival BYU for the third straight sea- 
son, 

Although the Utes failed to make a fourth 
straight bowl appearance, the year verified that 
coach Ron McBride has built a strong program. 

“1 don’t know how (McBride) has done it,” says 
Fresno State coach Jim Sweeney, “Whatever his 
secret is, I'd like to have ir.” 

The Utes face high expectations and a tough 
slate this fall. Non-conference games with Stan- 
ford and Kansas will be challenging, and Utah has 
only five home games after playing seven last year. 

“We expect a lot out of this team, because this 
team has been through the wars together,” says 
McBride. 

Senior quarterback Mike Fouts was known for 
a strong arm and erratic decision-making prior to 
last season but was smooth and polished by the 
end of the year. Fouts (nephew of NFL great Dan 
Fouts) became the Utes’ starter in the third game, 
completing 55 percent of his passes for 2,581 
yards, 18 touchdowns and 12 interceptions. 

Senior Brandon Jones, last year's original starter, 
returns, but junior college transfer Jon Crosswhite 
and freshman Darnell Arceneaux will contest. 

“We've solidified our quarterback situation from 
being a weak position to one of our strongest,” says 
offensive coordinator Fred Graves. 

Among the Utes’ key discoveries last season was 
fullback Chris Fuamatu-Ma‘afala, who rushed for 
834 yards (5.9-yard average) and was voted WAC 
Freshman of the Year, It’s no wonder Graves calls 
the 272-pounder with 4.6 speed “the franchise.” 

“He's a load,” says Colorado State defensive coor- 
dinator Larry Kerr, “He's the prototype big back in 
a one-back offense. He was really impressive.” 

The Utes can use Fuamatu-Ma’'afala in a one- 
back set or pair him with tailbacks Juan Johnson 
(743 yards as a sophomore) or Omar Bacon, who 
showed encouraging signs as a freshman. 

The Utes should have the WAC’s best group of 
receivers. Senior Rocky Henry and junior Kevin 
Dyson both caught 55 passes last season, and 
they're dangerous when slanting across the field 
on middle-screen routes. 

“Its a big play for them,” says BYU defensive 
coordinator Ken Schmidt. “They use it a lor and 
they use it effectively.” 

Terence Kechan, a senior who can also punt, 
was a solid third receiver with 16 catches. 

Utah lost two tight ends, but McBride calls the 
position “a real strength.” Junior Chris Jahries is 
the top candidate, and junior college transfers C.J. 
Johnson and ‘Terry Noice should play considera- 
bly, given Utah's frequent use of an H-back in 
addition to a tight end, 
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Utah Utes 


The offensive line's development helped make 
the squad mesh last season, prompting McBride 
to say, “By about the fifth game, they went from 
being a weakness to being a strength.” 

The Utes must replace both starting tackles, but 
sophomore Josh Cochran and senior Barry Sims 
appear capable, and junior college transfer Devin 
Grant from Vancouver, British Columbia, will 
arrive in August. Sophomores Todd Jackson and 
Darren Walker return at the guard spots, and sen- 
ior Chad Folk is back at center. 

Utah recovered from a slow start to finish fifth 
in the WAC in total offense last year. 

“It’s a far cry from the offense you saw carly last 
year,” says Graves. “They're a talented group. Now, 
it's a matter of getting them to play together.” 


depth 


OFFENSE (6) 


Kevin Dyson UUr., 2); 18 Terence Keehan (Sr., 2) 
Josh Cochran (So,, 1); 78 Jay Link (So,, 0) 
Todd Jackson (So., 1); 64 Enk Stuhr (Sr, 0) 
Chad Folk (Sr., 1); 55 Darren Watker {So., 1) 
Darren Walker (So., 1); 70 Danny Davis Ur.. 2) 
Barry Sims (Se, 1); 72 Nate Sybrowsky (So.. 1) 
Chris Jahries (Jr, 2); 84 CJ. Johnson (Jr., 0} 
Rocky Henry (Sr, 1); 25 Donny Utu (Fr.. 0) 
Mike Fouts (Sr, 1); 12 Brandon Jones (Sr., 2) 
Juan Johnson (Jr., 2); 24 Omar Bacon (So,, 1) 
Crs Fuemnaty Ma'wigs (So, 1 83 Jotrry Converse (Fr. 0) 
Daniel Pulsipher (Sr, 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Nate Kia (Sc, 3); 56 Michoe! Baulnan (Sr.. 0) 
Vince Tauanuu (Sr, 1); 92 Chad Pierce (So., 1) 
Pene Talamaivao Ur. 1); 94 Fist Moleni (Fr, 0) 
Chad Kauhaahaa (Sr, 2); 99 Jeff Kautus! (Sr. 1) 
Armand Bogfin (St, 1); 35 Robert Love (So. 1) 
Jason Hooks Ur., 2); 85 Toulta Lave (Ft., 0) 
Chris Godfrey Ur. 2}: 53. Ben Brown (S+., 0} 
Catbert Beck (Jr., 2); 3 Jimmy Nolan (Ur, 0) 
Harold Lusk (Sr., 3); 24 Keith Harrison (UUr., 1) 
Brandon Dart (So., 0}; 17 Mark Livingston {Sr., 1) 
Clarence Lawson (Jc, 2); 9 Artis Jackson (Sr. 1) 
Daniel Pulsipher (Sr, 3) 
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The Utes finished a strong third in the WAC in 
total defense last year and were surprisingly strong 
up front. Senior Chad Kauhaahaa was fourth on 
the team in tackles, and he and senior Nate Kia 
return as starting ends, Senior Jeff Kaufusi is also 
back after being injured in 1995. 

The coaches are concerned about the tackle 
spots, where senior Vince Tauanuu and junior 
Pene Talamaivao have limited experience. Much is 
expected from junior college transfer Ryan Akina. 
“He'll be the difference-maker,” McBride says. 

Injuries limited junior Jason Hooks to six games 
at middle linebacker in 1995. With junior Chris 
Godfrey and senior Armand Boglin back at the 
outside positions, Urah’s main concern is depth. 

Senior Harold Lusk “should be the best free 
safety in the country,” says McBride. A former 
quarterback, Lusk led the WAC with six intercep- 
tions and needs four this year to equal the school 
record of 17. He was second on the team in tack- 


“We expect a lot out of 
this team, because this 
team has been through 
the wars together.” 
—fton McBride 
les (82) and was Urah’s only AILWAC selection. 

Sophomore Brandon Dart, injured shortly 
after returning an interception 97 yards for a 
touchdown in the first game, is back at strong 
safety. The cornerbacks are juniors Calbert Beck, 
who had three interceptions, and Clarence Law- 
son. Freshman Nin Burns should also play, join- 
ing junior college transfer Jamal Allen among 
other candidates in the secondary. 

Utah's defense is “very emotional,” says BYU 
quarterback Steve Sarkisian. “They play with a 
lot of enthusiasm, a lot of energy. They mix up 
their looks very well, and they have a lor of big 
guys inside, | anticipate their having probably the 
best defense coming back in the league this year.” 

Senior kicker Daniel Pulsipher is among Utah's 
most intriguing athletes, In losses to Oregon and 
Colorado State, he was the Utes’ deadliest offen- 
sive weapon, with two carries for 92 yards and a 
touchdown from punt formation. He also made 
17-of-22 field-goal attempts and 31-of-33 extra- 
point attempts and averaged 37 yards per punt. 

Beck and Lawson both averaged 22 yards on 
kickoff returns. Burns is likely co return punts. 

Not surprisingly, McBride wants to improve 
his coverage units, considering the Utes were last 
in the WAC in net punting. He figures many 
high-caliber athletes in the program will help. 

The Utes seem to have conquered BYU (after 
going 2-19 against the Cougars from 1972-92). 
And the other co-champs (Air Force and Colo- 
rado State) from last fall are in the Pacific Divi- 
sion. Thus, Utah is a favorite in the Mountain 
Division, to which McBride responds: “We need 
to keep constant pressure on our players to 
achieve, The minute you think you're pretty 
good, you get pretty bad fast.” 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 
1996 Pick: 


Glen Mason 
10-2-0 (5-2-0) 
3rd Big 12 North 


en Glen Mason left Ohio State to 
ecome the head coach at Kent State, 
Woody Hayes gave him some advice: 

hafd, win and get out as fast as you can, 
But, Hayes added, Mason should make every 
decision as if he were going to remain for the long 
term. 

“T've taken that advice,” Mason said last year, as 
he led his eighth Kansas team to a 10-2 record, a 
second-place tie in the Big Eight and a 51-30 vic- 
tory against UCLA in the Aloha Bowl. “I've made 
every decision here like I'm staying 25 years.” 

Mason almost applied the first part of Hayes’ 
advice to his job at Kansas, announcing in 
December that he would be leaving to become 
coach at Georgia. Then a week later, before the 
Aloha Bowl game on Christmas Day, Mason 
announced that he had changed his mind and 
would remain at Kansas. 

“Ic’s watfling and that’s not my style,” Mason 
said. “I profoundly apologize.” 

Kansas athletic director Bob Frederick readily 
accepted him back. 

Mason did change his offense last season, 
incorporating more passing in what had been a 
ground-bound attack. The Jayhawks ranked No. 
91 in the nation in passing in 1994 before 
improving to No, 68 in 95. 

The responsibility of keeping them at that level 
falls to senior quarterback Ben Rutz, who played 
in only six games as a backup last season after 
transferring from Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M. Rutz threw only 19 passes, completing 
cight for 92 yards, with one interception. 

Rutz underwent surgery to repair a partial liga- 
ment tear suffered during spring practice, but 
Mason was optimistic that he would be ready this 
fall. If Rutz hasn't recovered, junior Matt Johner 
and redshirt freshman Zac Wegner are available. 

Even though Kansas passed more often and 
more effectively in 1995, running the ball is the 
basis of Mason's offensive philosophy. Last sea- 
son, the Jayhawks ranked 23rd in the nation. 

Senior running back June Henley led the team 
in all-purpose yards with 1,270 and was named 
second-team All-Big Eight. He rushed for 766 
yards and eight touchdowns and caught 26 passes 
for 312 yards. He ranks fifth on the Jayhawks’ 
career rushing list and second in career touch- 
downs with 25, three shy of the school record. 

Juniors Eric Galbreath and Eric Vann are the 
best of the rest. Galbreath, a little-used backup, 
ran hurdles for Kansas’ track team to improve his 
conditioning. Vann carried 48 times for 235 
yards and two touchdowns. 

Mason's increased emphasis on passing trans- 
lated into 18 receptions for 224 yards and three 
touchdowns for senior Jim Moore, who started 
every game at tight end and earned all-conference 
honorable mention. 

Senior Isaac Byrd, the center fielder on Kansas’ 
baseball team, was the top receiver, catching 48 
passes for 604 yards and five touchdowns. Byrd 


also received all-conference honorable mention. 

Senior Andre Carter went into the spring at 
No. 1 on the depth chart opposite Byrd, but he 
has been hampered by injuries. Some of the 
younger receivers will have to step up. 

Five interior linemen have starting experience, 
though junior tackle Derrick Chandler started 
only once, and senior Jim Stiebel’s six starts a year 
ago were at center instead of guard, where he was 
moved in the spring. 

Senior tackle Scott Whittaker earned all-con- 
ference honorable mention last season and pro- 
vides solid experience. Chandler played well 
enough in the spring that sophomore Justin Glas- 
gow was moved from tackle to guard. He and 
sophomore Shawn Vang provide depth there. 


Ceuchart | 


OFFENSE (8) 


Isaac Byrd (St, 1): 9 Reggie Moorer (Fr., 0) 
Derrick Chandler Lr, 2); 68 Chris Ennebing (Fr., 0) 
Jim Stiebel (Sr.. 2): 76 Justin Glasgow (So., 0) 
Jared Smith (Sr, 3); 55 Jim Stiebel (Sr., 2) 
Cleve Roberts (So,, 1); 72 Shawn Vang (So., 1) 
Scott Whittaker (Sr., 3); 75 Rob Wise (r,, 0) 

Jim Moore (St,, 3); 84 Shane Rooney (So,, 1) 
Ben Rutz (Sr. 2); 18 Matt Johner (Jr. 2) 

Eric Galbreath Ur, 2); 44 Jonathan Macklin (So., 0) 
June Henley (St, 3); 35 Juius Bruce (So., 0} 
Andre Carter {Sr., 3); 82 Chad Coeliner (Fr., 0) 
Jett McCord (Jr, 2) 
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DEFENSE (7) 


47. Patrick Brown (So., 1); 2 Freddie Hammonds (So., 1) 
83 Dewey Houston Ill (Js., 2); 90 Dan Dercher (So., 1) 
70. Brett McGraw (Jt, 2); 94 Pat Bishop Ur, 1) 

57 Kevin Kopp (Sr, 3); 53 JJ. Johnson (So.. 1) 

49 Chris Jones (Se, 3); 58 JJ. Johnson (So., 1) 

46 Ronnie Ward {Sr., 3); 60 Steve Bratten (So. 4) 
38. Jason Thoren (Jr., 2); 52 Tyrus Fontenot (Fr,. 0) 
23. Jason Harris (Jr, 2); 7 Mitch Bowles (Fr., 0) 

24 Maurice Gaddie (Jr, 2); 5 Thad Rawis (Fr,, 0} 

28 Tony Blevins (Sr., 2); 43 Michael Alien (So., 1) 

37. Jamie Harris (So., 1); 29 Manolito Jones Ur., 1) 
41 Dean Roy! (Ur. 0) 
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Kansas Jayhawks 


Sophomore guard Cleve Roberts started 10 
games as a true freshman. Stiebel, a transfer from 
Nebraska, started the first six games at center last 
season before being sidelined by a knee sprain. 
Senior Jared Smith replaced him as the starter for 
the remainder of the campaign. 

Mason restructured his defense last season, 
replacing a 5-2 base alignment with a 3-4. The 
results were significant: The Jayhawks were third 
in the Big Eight in scoring defense, and they 
ranked 19th in the nation in turnover margin. 

Everyone returns up front. Senior Kevin Kopp 
and juniors Bretc McGraw and Dewey Houston 
were the starters last season. McGraw led the 


- down linemen in tackles with 31, one of which 
was a sack. He also recovered a fumble. Kopp 


recorded 30 tackles, including a sack. 

Sophomore Dan Dercher alternated with 
Houston and started twice. Junior Pat Bishop, the 
backup at nose tackle, played in every game. 

Senior Ronnie Ward and junior Jason Thoren 
are solid inside linebackers. Ward was the team's 
leading tackler in 1994 but missed last season with 
a shoulder injury. Thoren led the team in tackles a 
year ago with 119, including six for losses. He 
intercepted three passes and recovered two fumbles 
to earn second-team all-conference recognition. 
Sophomore Steve Bratten started five games on the 
inside and finished with 39 tackles. 

Senior Chris Jones is a returning starter on the 
outside. He made 57 tackles, including eight for 
losses. He also intercepted a pass, which he 
returned 32 yards for a touchdown in a 42-23 
victory against Missouri. Sophomore Patrick 
Brown had one start, against Colorado. 

Junior strong safety Maurice Gaddie led the 
secondary in tackles with 93. Senior Tony Blevins 
returns after missing a year rehabilitating a knee 
injury. 

Sophomore Jamie Harris and junior Jason Har- 
ris (no relation) have starting experience at cor- 
nerback, Jamie Harris started cight games after 
junior Avery Randle was sidelined by a knee 
injury and made 44 tackles, broke up nine passes, 
intercepted a pass and recovered two fumbles. 

Junior Jeff McCord returns as the placekicker. 
He was 9-of-12 on field goals last season. Dean 
Royal, a transfer from Tyler (Texas) Junior Col- 
lege, is expected to handle the punting chores. 

Byrd returned punts last season, and Henley 
averaged 17.5 yards on 11 kickoff returns. 

The Jayhawks were picked to finish fifth in the 
conference last season by the area media. They 
were young — 68 of the 99 players on the Aloha 
Bowl roster were freshmen or sophomores, 

“When you look back to last year, we had so 
many question marks, so many holes to fill, so 
many young players, I can see where youd say we 
didn’t have much of a chance,” Mason says. 

Kansas won't have that element of surprise this 
season. But it will have Mason, who was chosen 
as the Big Eight Coach of the Year. And coaching 
stability can be an important element of success. 
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Kansas State Wildcats 


Head Coach: Bill Snyder 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 10-2-0 (5-2-0) 
1996 Pick: 4th Big 12 North 


nsas State president Jon Wefald called 
the Wildcats’ 41-7 victory against Kansas 
t Manhattan last season the biggest vic- 

tory in Bill Snyder's seven years as head coach. 

Snyder gave a more reserved assessment. “Jon's 
speaking for Jon; I speak for me,” Snyder says, 
“and I don't know if that’s the case. It may be.” 

Certainly, the context was significant. The week 
before, Kansas State had suffered its first loss after 
six victories, falling to Nebraska 49-25 in Lin- 
coln. 

Kansas State was too “emotionally charged” 
against Nebraska, says Snyder. “That's my respon- 
sibility and my fault. | think I put them in a posi- 
tion where, maybe, they were destined to fail.” 

Still, Snyder is determined to measure his pro- 
gram against the best. “There's a maturity level 
where you can handle emotion and execution at 
the same time,” he says. 

Snyder hopes that maturity starts at quarter- 
back. In the second quarter of a 54-21 victory 
against Colorado State in the Holiday Bowl, 
Brian Kavanagh came off the bench, and before 
the night was over, he had secured the No. 1 quar- 
terback job for 1996. 

Kavanagh, now a senior, completed 18-of-24 
passes for 242 yards and four touchdowns to earn 
the Holiday Bowl’s Most Valuable Player award. 

Senior Cody Lee Smith and sophomore Casey 
Vidricksen provide Snyder with stability at this 
all-important position, 

The Wildcats had their best running attack in 
13 years last season. Even so, they ranked last in 
the Big Eight in rushing offense, averaging 172.1 
yards per game. 

Juniors Eric Hickson and Mike Lawrence com- 
bined to rush for 1,415 yards and 11 touch- 
downs. Hickson averaged a school-record 5.2 
yards per carry and rushed for 100 or more yards 
five times to earn all-conference honorable men- 
tion, Lawrence rushed for 100 or more yards 
twice, including a career-best 118 yards against 
Kansas, Hickson had 121 yards in that game. 

Brian Goolsby, a redshirt freshman, moves in as 
the No. 1 fullback, with junior Matt Gangwish as 
a backup. 

Kevin Lockett, a senior, is the only returning 
wideout, but he's a good one. He was a unani- 
mous All-Big Eight selection after leading the 
conference in receiving with 56 catches for 797 
yards and a school-record 13 touchdowns. One of 
the touchdown catches came on the final play in 
a 23-21 victory at Cincinnati. 

Senior Jimmy Dean was the fourth receiver in 
1995, catching cight passes for 76 yards. Other 
available wide receivers lack experience. 

Junior Jarrett Grosdidier and sophomore Justin 
Swift have moved up at tight end. Grosdidier has 
earned two letters as a backup. 

There is some experience along the offensive 
front. Senior center Jason Johnson, a two-time 
Academic All-District honoree, received all-con- 
ference honorable mention from the league's 
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coaches. Despite being bothered by a wrist injury, 
he graded 88 percent last season. Johnson has 
been penalized only twice in the last two seasons, 
evidence of his consistency. 

Junior guard Kendyl Jacox also earned all-con- 
ference honorable mention. Jacox allowed only 
one sack and four quarterback hurries in 300 
passing attempts. 

Senior guard Ross Greenwood is the other 
returning starter, When he was sidelined by injury 
for six games, sophomore Jeremy Martin stepped 
in. Senior Brian O'Neil also has started twice at 
guard, giving the Wildcats plenty of experience in 
the middle. 

Thar's not the case at the tackles, where junior 
Todd Weiner, sophomore Ryan Young, and red- 


depth ia 


OFFENSE (5) 


Kevin Lockett (Sr, 3); 13 J.W. Wight Ur, 0) 
Todd Weiner (r., 1): 77 Damian Mcintosh (Fr., 0) 
Ross Greenwood (St, 3); 68 Brian O'Neil (Sr.. 2) 
Jason Johnson (Sr., 3); 73 Toosavili Ulutu (Se, 1) 
Kendyl Jacox (Jr, 2); 78 Jeremy Martin (So., 1} 
Ryan Young (So., 1); 70 Jan Moses (Fr,, 0) 
Jarrett Grosdidier (Jr., 2); 86 Justin Swift (So., 1) 
Brian Kavanagh {Sr., 2}; 6 Casey Vidricksen (So., 0} 
Brian Goolsby (Fr., 0); 27 Matt Gangwish (r., 0} 
Eric Hickson (Jr, 2); 20 Mike Lawrence (Jr., 2} 
Jimmy Dean (Sr., 1}; 84 Brian Jackson (So. 0) 
Martin Gramatica (Jr., 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Nyle Wiren (Sr., 3); 53 Mike Sush (So., 0) 
Andrew Timmons (St, 2); 93 Jason Hogaboom (Fr; 0) 
Brock Stefan (Sr., 1); 96 Lance Grace (Fr., 0) 
Thad Swazer (Sr., 1); 49 Darren Howard (Fr., 0) 
Travis Ochs (So., 1); 46 Joe Bob Clements (So., 1) 
DeShawn Fogle (Sr., 3); 51 Casey Wehrman Ur., 1) 
Jabbar Williams {S¢., 1); 41 Turelle Williams (Fr, 0} 
Chris Canty (Jr, 2); 7 Clyde Johnson (Sr, 2) 
Mario Smith (Sr., 3); 5 David Conley (So., 1) 
Monty Spitler (Jr, 1); 32 Derek King (So., 0) 

Joe Gordon (Sr., 3); 29 Demetric Denmark (Jr, 0) 
James Garcia (So., 1) 
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shirt freshmen Damian Melntosh and Ian Moses 
are among the top candidates. 

Kansas State finished 10-2 and ranked seventh 
nationally in large part because of a veteran 
defense, Several key players are gone from a group 
that led the nation in total defense. Senior end 
Nyle Wiren is the only returning starter up front. 
Though slowed by injuries last season after earn- 
ing all-conference recognition as a sophomore, he 
managed eight sacks for 46 yards in losses, caused 
two fumbles and accounted for two safeties. 

Senior Thad Swazer and redshirt freshman Dar- 
ren Howard are the top two ends on the other 
side. Senior Andrew Timmons was in the rotation 
at tackle. Also in the picture are senior Brock Ste- 
fan, a converted offensive lineman, and redshirt 
freshmen Jason Hogaboom and Lance Grace. 

Sophomore linebacker Travis Ochs was the Big 
Eight Defensive Freshman of the Year. He was 
credited with 73 tackles, including 29 unassisted 
and two for losses. He broke up four passes and 
intercepted one. 

Senior DeShawn Fogle has been a regular at 
linebacker since his freshman year and has shown 
flashes of brilliance. The other linebacking spot 
will be filled from a group that includes senior 
Jabbar Williams, junior Casey Wehrman, sopho- 
more Joe Bob Clements, redshirt freshman Mark 
Simoneau and true freshman Turelle Williams. 

The strength of the defense is definitely the sec- 
ondary, and junior cornerback Chris Canty is the 
best of the best. Canty was a consensus All-Amer- 
ican last season, the first Kansas State sophomore 
to be so honored. Canty tied for tops in the 
nation in pass interceptions with a school-record 
eight and returned two for touchdowns. He also 
broke up 17 passes. 

Senior cornerback Joe Gordon, a two-time All- 
Big Eight selection, is similarly talented. He made 
48 tackles (28 solo) and played five games in 
which the opposition didn’t complete a_ pass 
against him in man-to-man coverage. 

Senior free safety Mario Smith has been over- 
shadowed by Canty and Gordon. But he was the 
defensive MVP in the Holiday Bowl and finished 
second on the team in tackles with 95, including 
58 unassisted. Junior Monty Spiller is among the 
top candidates to start at strong safety. 

Kansas State's kicking game is solid. Junior 
Martin Gramatica has been the regular place- 
kicker for two seasons and has converted 13-of-19 
field-goal attempts in his career, including 7-of- 
10 a year ago. Sophomore James Garcia averaged 
41.5 yards per punt as a true freshman. 

Canty likely will return punts, while Dean, 
Lawrence and Hickson will recurn kickoffs. 

The Wildcats will be better offensively but not 
quite as good defensively, given their losses from 
the nation’s top-ranked defense of a year ago. 
They play Texas Tech in Manhattan on Aug, 31 in 
the first-ever Big 12 (inter-divisional) game, so it 
could be immediately apparent what direction 
their 1996 campaign is likely to take. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SEC): 
1996 Pick: 


Gerry DiNardo 
7-4—1 (4-3-1) 
3rd SEC West 


n his first year at Louisiana State's helm, 

Gerry DiNardo restored pride in a proud pro- 

gram that had endured six straight losing sea- 
sons, LSU's last winning campaign came in 1988, 
the year it won its seventh Southeastern Confer- 
ence football championship. Then came the 
skids, first under Mike Archer and then Curley 
Hallman. Both were shown the door. 

Enter DiNardo, former Notre Dame All-Amer- 
ica lineman who returned Vanderbilt to 
respectability during four years there. 

He realizes that last year’s 7-4-1 record — 
including a 45-26 win over Michigan State in the 
Independence Bowl — only whetted appetites on 
the Bayou. Much more is expected. 

“We ought to be a championship -caliber pro- 
gram,” DiNardo says, “The pressure? | have no 
problem with it as long as enough people share 
the vision.” 

DiNardo insists his LSU debut was just a 
beginning. Recruiting, a DiNardo specialty, is 
paramount, especially in a state that annually 
produces national talent. 

His coup at LSU came in 1995 when he kept 
prep All-America running back Kevin Faulk at 
home. 

Just a freshman a year ago, quarterback Herb 
Tyler led the Tigers to four victories in his four 
starts. He completed 45-of-69 passes (65.2 per- 
cent) for 589 yards and five touchdowns, while 
yielding only two interceptions. Even more is 
expected of the sophomore New Orleans product. 

“Herb is solidly our No. 1 quarterback,” 
DiNardo says. “The big question is coming up 
with the No, 2 spot.” The leading candidate is 
junior Melvin Hill, who has three starts. 

Faulk lived up to advance billing by being 
named SEC Freshman Offensive Player of the 
Year. He gained 852 yards, including 171 yards 
against Mississippi Stare, Faulk’s backup, fellow 
sophomore Kendall Cleveland, is no slouch, 
earning SEC All-Freshman honors after gaining 
562 yards. 

Senior Nicky Savoie, at 6-6, is not your typical 
fullback. He even played tight end last year. 

LSU seemingly has always had great receivers. 
Both Eddie Kennison and Sheddrick Wilson 
moved into the program's top 10 in receptions 
last season. 

But Kennison opted for pro football and Wil- 
son graduated, leaving LSU searching for 
receivers. Speed and talent are not problems; lack 
of experience is. 

Vying for time at split end are sophomores 
Chris Beard (four catches) and Chris Cummings, 
and senior Kevin Franklin. Redshirt freshman 
Larry Foster is the probable starter at flanker. 

At tight end the Tigers boast All-SEC senior 
David LaFleur, one of the nation’s best. 

Four starters return co an offensive front that 
became adept at both pass and run blocking. 

Sophomore right guard Alan Faneca was an 
AIL-SEC freshman last year, He missed spring 


LSU Tigers 


practice following shoulder surgery but is 
expected at full speed by fall drills. Flanking 
Faneca at right tackle is senior Ben Bordelon, a 
seasoned veteran who started 11 games. 

Sophomore center Todd McClure got his first 
career start in the 10th game and impressed 
enough to keep the job. Senior Sean Wells is back 
at left tackle, while sophomore Ryan Thomassie 
will start at left guard. 

Everyone expected All-SEC Gabe Northern 
and stalwart James Gillyard to pace a Tiger 
defense that eventually led the SEC in scoring 
defense. The surprise, though, came from the 
tackle tandem of junior Chuck Wiley, an All- 
SEC pick whose 85 tackles ranked third on the 
team, and sophomore Anthony McFarland, the 


depth ical 


OFFENSE (8) 
Chris Beard (So.. 1); 2 Kevin Franktin (Sr., 2) 
Sean Wells (St., 3); 70 Trey Champagne (Sr., 1) 
Ryan Thomassie (So., 1); 79 Naeshall Menard (Fr, 0) 
Todd MoClure (So., 1); 50 Marcus Carmouche (Sr., 2) 
Alan Faneca (So., 1); 60 Adam Perry Ur, 2} 
Ben Bordelon (Sr., 3): 76 Ryan Hebert (Fr., 0} 
David LaFleur (Sr., 3); 81 Jamat Pack (Fr. 0) 
Herb Tyler (So., 1): 17 Melvin Hil (r., 2) 
Kevin Faulk (So., 1); 32 Kendall Cleveland (So., 1) 
Nicky Savoie (St., 1); 87 Furnell Hankton Ur., 0) 
Larry Foster (Fr,, 0); 27 Brad Poole (r,, 0) 
Wade Richey Ur. 2) 


DEFENSE (7) 


‘Amoid Miter (So., 1 92 Roshaun Matthews (Fr., 0) 
Chuck Wiley (Jr, 2); 91 Damien Tullier (Fr., 0) 
Anthony McFarland (So., 1); 49 Trupanta Borner (So.. 0) 
Kenny Maton Ur., 2}, 90 Mike Sutton (r., 0) 
Allen Stansberry (Sc. 3): 35 Charts Seth (Fr. 0) 
Markerth Spears {So., 1}: 38 Monte Gatlin (Fr., 0) 
Pat Rogers (St, 3); 48 Joe Wesiey (So.. 1) 
Denard Walker (St, 3); 40 David Butler (Sr., 3) 
Greg Hal (So., 1); 33 Raion Hil (So., 0) 
Clarence Lenton (Sx, 2); 26 Casey Howard (S¢., 3) 
Troy Twillie (Je. 2); 16 Brown Boudreaux (So.. 0) 
Chad Kessler (Jc, 2) 
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SEC's top freshman defender who was fifth on 
the team with 76 tackles. 

“(McFarland) has a chance to be great if he 
continues to improve,” LSU defensive coordina- 
tor Carl Reese says. 

Leading end candidates are sophomore Arnold 
Miller, who played in 11 games, on the left side, 
and junior Kenny Mixon. 

At linebacker, both outside slots return in 
senior Allen Stansberry on the strong side and 
senior Pat Rogers on the weak side. Stansberry led 
the team with 109 tackles. 

“We put a premium on the ability to run and 


% be athletic,” LSU linebackers coach Bill Elias 


says. “Both Allen and Pat have those skills. We 
require them to cover backs and receivers, so they 
must be adept.” 

The Tigers lost consistent middle linebacker 
Robert Deshotel, but the probable starter, sopho- 


“This is the best LSU team 
in the last four years. 
They’re mentally sharper.” 

—Jackie Sherrill 


more Markeith Spears, has considerable talent. 

Three starting defensive backs return: junior 
right cornerback Troy Twillic, senior free safety 
Clarence Lenton and senior left cornerback 
Denard Walker, the leader of a secondary that 
topped the SEC in pass-efficiency defense. He 
finished sixth on the team in tackles. 

Twillic is remembered by LSU fans for inter- 
cepting a potential winning touchdown pass in 
the Tigers’ win over Auburn, Lenton was sixth in 
the SEC with three interceptions. 

Strong safety appears headed to sophomore 
Greg Hill, the team's top reserve tackler. 

All-SEC punter Chad Kessler, a junior, came 
out of nowhere to lead the league at 44.1 yards 
per punt. 

Placekicking is another story. Gone is depend- 
able Andre LaFleur. Waiting for his turn has been 
junior Wade Richey. 

Returning punts and kickoffs is a job that 
appears headed to Faulk, the backup last year. 

LSU has a lot going: a strong recruiting base, a 
loyal following, a tough place for opponents to 
play and one of the nation’s top young coaches. 

Challenging for the Western Division title is 
within reach, while a league championship 

is not out of question within a few years. 

Mississippi State coach Jackie Sherrill says, 
“This is the best LSU team in the last four years. 
They're mentally sharper and they have better 
skill players.” 

High expectations of LSU fans are hard to 
reach. DiNardo understands that is all part of the 
equation, 

“If the vision is that we can't do this just as a 
football ream, but as an athletic department and 
as a university, then we should be a champi- 
onship-caliber program,” DiNardo says. 
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San Diego S 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Ted Tollner 
8-4-0 (5-3-0) 
ist WAC Pacific 


an Diego State has long been known for 

its offensive fireworks, and last year was no 
exception. The Aztecs led the Western 
Athletic Conference in scoring (33.4 points per 
game) and total offense (482.1-yard average), 
ranking 12th and seventh nationally, respectively. 

Employing a one-back, no-huddle attack, San 
Diego State was also the first team in NCAA 
Division I-A history to boast a 3,000-yard passer, 
a 1,000-yard rusher and two 1,000-yard receivers. 

But it was on defense where history truly repeat- 
ed itself. When Claude Gilbert took over as defen- 
sive coordinator in 1969, San Diego State led the 
nation with 36 interceptions. Gilbert was the 
Aztecs’ head coach from 1973-80, and current 
coach Ted Tollner was his offensive coordinator. 

Tollner brought Gilbert back to Montezuma 
Mesa last year, and the Aztecs led the nation in 
interceptions, this time with 26. And for just the 
second time in nine seasons, they allowed fewer 
than 30 points a game (23.5 average). In fact, only 
three opponents scored more than 30, compared to 
six foes in 1994 and seven in "93. 

It all added up to an 8-4 record and the pro- 
gram’ first winning season since 1991. But for the 
third time in five years, the Aztecs played their 
final WAC game at home with a championship on 
the line — and lost. 

“When you sit back and look at what we accom- 
plished on the season, we feel confident that we're 
on the right track and that we'll come back even 
stronger in 1996,” Tollner says. 

The Aztecs return 35 of 53 lettermen, including 
eight starters on cach side of the ball, plus both 
kickers. 

Two of the first three games are against 
California (which San Diego State hammered 
33-9 last fall) and Oklahoma, which will help the 
Aztecs tune up for the WAC schedule, 

San Diego State football has long been synony- 
mous with the forward pass — the program won 
two national passing titles when Tollner was 
offensive coordinator — and that hasn't changed 
despite the rushing heroics of George Jones (and 
Marshall Faulk before him). A year ago, the 
Aztecs and Ohio State were the only teams with a 
running back who scored 20 or more touch- 
downs and a quarterback who threw for 20 or 
more TDs, 

Senior Billy Blanton completed 62.5 percent of 
his passes in 1995 for 3,300 yards and 23 touch- 
downs, with 14 interceptions. 

“Where he has to come along is to be able to 
produce at his highest level in big games, the 
games you need to win to be a championship 
team,” Tollner says. 

George Jones, the country music superstar, 
once recorded a song titled “Who's Gonna Fill 
Their Shoes?” ‘The Aztecs’ Jones has nor only 
filled Faulk’s shoes; he has overflowed them. In 
his first year out of junior college, Jones set a 
WAC rushing record with 1,842 yards (he fin- 
ished third nationally with 153.5 yards per game) 
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while scoring 23 touchdowns and being named 
WAC Offensive Player of the Year. He played the 
last three games, in which he tallied a combined 
384 yards, with a broken jaw. 

“I don’t know that he can accomplish more sta- 
tistically than he did a year ago; that would be 
hard to do,” Tollner says. “He's a durable, pun- 
ishing runner, which we knew going into last sea- 
son, Whar surprised us was the burst of speed he 
had once he got into the secondary.” 

Juniors Will Blackwell and Az Hakim form a 
tremendously talented nwosome, one of the best 
wideout combos in college football. Blackwell 
made one highlight-film catch after another and 
tied a school record with 86 receptions, good for 
1,207 yards and eight touchdowns, Hakim 


ijchart 


OFFENSE (8) 


Will Biackwell (Jr. 2); 38 Leon Hawes (Fr., 0) 
Ephraim Sataam (Jr, 1); 65 Greg Spiltane (Fr., 0} 
Robert Whitman (Jr, 1); 79 Josh Rogers (Fr., 0) 
Dan Nilsen (Jt, 1); 55 Gill Van Raaphurst (So,, 4) 
Mike Malano (Fr., 0), 76 Andrew Kline (Fr,, 0) 
Kyle Turley (Jr. 2); 78 Hasira Sutton (Fr., 0) 
Chad Flick Ur., 0): 89 Ben Mecham (So., 0) 

Az Hakim (Jt, 2); 19 Nathan Jacquet (Sr, 1) 
Billy Blanton (Se, 2); 7 Kevin McKechnie LUr., 1) 
Obafemi Ayanbadejo (Sr., 1}; 87 Mike Hatch (r., 0) 
George Jones (Sr., 1); 30 Justin Watson Ur,, 1) 
Peter Holt (Sr, 3) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Adrien loja (Se, 3); 93 Kabeer Ghajatxarnnta (Fr. 0} 
tia Santos (r., 0); 99 Diallo Garrison (r., 0) 
Dan Dorsey (Jr., 0); 96 Jeff Sardell (Sr. 0) 

Jason Jones (S¢., 1); 40 Charlies Gatlin (Jr, 1) 
Sam Lawanson (St, 1); 35 Joe Jackson (So., 1) 
Joseph Tulpala (So., 1}; 46 Michael Duran (Fr, 0) 
Craigus Thompson (Sx, 3); 44 Tim Sutick Ur, 0) 
Eric Lewis (So., 1); 17 James Heggins Ur. 0) 
Jason Moore (Jt., 2): 23 Freddie Edwards (Sr., 2) 
Julius McChristian (Jt., 2); 37 Rico Curtis (Fr., 0) 
Ricky Parker (S¢., 2); 15 Lonnie Bergeron (Fr., 0) 
Noel Prefontaine (Sr, 1) 
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tate Aztecs 


grabbed 57 passes for 1,022 yards and eight TDs. 
They are particularly dangerous after they catch 
the ball. 

‘Tollner’s. three-receiver offense includes an 
H-back, senior Obafemi Ayanbadejo. 

Much of the optimism centers on an offensive 
line that returns four starters, all juniors. The 
leader is 305-pound tackle Kyle Turley, an All- 
America candidate who has a chance to be a 
dominant player. He is joined by tackle Ephraim 
Salaam, guard Robert Whitman and center Dan 
Nilsen. The other guard spot could be filled by 
redshirt freshman Mike Malano. 

Although cight starters return on defense, only 
one was part of the Aztec front, senior end Adrian 
loja. The opposite end will be senior Jason Jones, a 
1995 backup. Junior Charles Gatlin and redshirt 
freshman Kabeer Gbajabiamila provide depth. 

The starting tackles, juniors Nio Santos and 
Dan Dorsey, lack experience, as do their backups. 
This is a key area of concern. 

There are three solid returning linebacker 
starters in seniors Sam Lawanson and Craigus 
Thompson on the strong and weak sides, respec- 
tively, and sophomore Joseph Tuipala in the mid- 
dle. Thompson tied for the team lead with 99 
tackles, while also tallying 10 tackles for losses, 
three interceptions and cight pass breakups. 

The secondary returns intact, headed by All- 
WAC. senior Ricky Parker, who successfully 
switched from free safety to cornerback last fall 
and led the team with six interceptions and 14 
pass breakups. Against Oklahoma, he returned 
two interceptions for a school-record 146 yards. 
‘Two years ago, Parker was the first Aztec sopho- 
more to carn All-WAC honors. 

The other cornerback, sophomore Eric Lewis, 
also has all-star potential, and there is significant 
depth at safety. Junior rover Julius MeChristian 
had a fine sophomore season. Junior Jason Moore 
returns at free safety, 

Senior punter Noel Prefontaine recorded the 
second-best season in San Diego State history, 
averaging 43.0 yards a kick. 

“The great thing about Noel is that he not only 
can punt for distance, but that also he can do all 
the specialty directional and distance punting,” 
says Tollner. 

On the other hand, senior placekicker Peter 
Holt missed 5-of-16 field-goal attempts and 7-of- 
47 PATS. Hakim ranked third in the WAC in 
kickoff returns (23.4 yards). 

The last time San Diego State held the opposi- 
tion to fewer than 28 points per game was in 
1986, Nort coincidentally, the Aztecs won the 
WAC championship that year. 

History repeated itself last fall under Gilbert in 
the interception department, and the Aztecs appear 
ready to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 1986 
league crown by making a run at another one. 

“We feel we've got the talent and the depth in 
place in most positions to again be a champi- 
onship contender,” Tollner says. 
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Maryland Terrapins 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (ACC): 
1996 Pick: 


Mark Duffner 
6-5-0 (4-4-0) 
4th ACC 


aving successfully abandoned the run 
-and shoot offense, Maryland may be 
| & poised to shoot for a run at the Adantic 
Coast Conference's high-rent district. 

The Terrapins were one of the nation’s surprise 
teams a year ago when they started 4-0 in coach 
Mark Duffner'’s single-back, four-wide receiver 
set. Then the drought set in, and they scored only 
one touchdown and 12 points in the next four 
games, 

After consecutive midseason shutouts at the 
hands of Clemson and Louisville, Duffner found 
a 246-pound fullback and a 6-7, 277-pound 
tight end, and switched to the I-formation. As a 
result, Maryland finished with its first winning 
season in five years (6-5, 44 and right in the 
middle of the ACC). With 42 lettermen return- 
ing, including nine starters on each side of the 
ball, the Terps have their sights set on a first-divi- 
sion finish and a bow! bid. 

“We have the talent to run the wide-open 
attack of the last several years and what we did at 
the end of last year,” Duffner says. “We'll be 
harder to predict in 1996, but we'll continue 
being an attacking offense. We'll have formations 
that will allow us to strike quickly.” Translation: 
the four-wideout alignment is not dead. 

A few years ago, Maryland’s defense was a 
laughingstock. Now, Duffner says, “I want us to 
be the best defense in the league.” 

Scott Milanovich, Maryland's all-time leader in 
completions, passing yards, touchdown passes, 
passing efficiency and punting average, has grad- 
uated. But junior Brian Cummings, the early-sea- 
son quarterback starter while Milanovich was 
serving a suspension, did what no other sopho- 
more had done in 103 years of Maryland foot- 
ball. He led the Terps to that 4-0 start, their best 
since 1978, and their first national ranking in 
nine years. Ironically, when Milanovich’s suspen- 
sion ended, so did the Terps’ offense, which had 
averaged 33.3 points in the first four games under 
Cummings. 

As a starter (six games), Cummings was second 
in the ACC in passing efficiency, He finished 
with 98 completions in 166 attempts (59.0 per- 
cent) for 1,193 yards, five touchdowns and four 
interceptions. 

Maryland's ground game has improved steadily 
and should continue to do so, Despite being 
slowed for much of the season by a hamstring 
pull, junior Buddy Rodgers, a speedy 231- 
pounder, became Maryland’s top rusher in 10 
years with 718 yards on 158 attempts (4.5-yard 
average). 

Senior Mario Chavez was the fullback for the 
last three games after playing on the defensive 
line earlier in the year. 

A major loss is Jermaine Lewis, the ACC's 
career leader in receptions and Maryland's record 
holder in receiving yards and touchdown catches. 
But the ‘Terps return the conference's single-sea- 
son record holder (77 catches in 1994) in senior 


Boaianimnnnes: 


wide receiver Geroy Simon, who caught 54 passes 
and has 150 in his career. Seniors Mancel John- 
son and Walt Williams, and redshirt freshman 
Troy Davidson complement Simon nicely. 

Sophomore John Feugill was the biggest tight 
end in captivity last year, but he has bulked up to 
290 pounds and moved back to tackle, where he 
started early in the season. The prime tight end 
candidates for 1996 are juniors Josh Hough, a 
converted defensive lineman, and highly regarded 
junior college transfer Tim Brown. 

A mammoth and experienced offensive unit 
returns four regulars. Feugill will join junior 
tackle Darryl Gilliam, senior guard Aaron 
Henne, junior guard Pac Ward and senior center 
Erik Greenstein. All are in the neighborhood of 
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OFFENSE (9) 


Geroy Simon (Sr., 3): 20 Troy Davidson (Fr., 0} 
Darryl Gilliam (Jr,, 2); 65 Pete Sorrentino Ur. 1) 
Pat Ward (Jr., 2); 70 Eric Timothy (Fr., 0) 

Erik Greenstein (Sr., 3); 64 Ferad Hall (Sr. 0) 
79 Aaron Henne (St., 3); 75 Brad Messina (Fr, 0) 
66 John Feugill (So., 1); 73 Ryan Rezzetie (So.. 1) 
Josh Hough (Jr.. 0}; 89 Tim Brown Ur,, 2) 

9 Brian Cummings (Jt,, 2); 5 Trey Evans (Fr., 0) 
34 Buddy Rodgers (Jr, 2); 40 Brian Underwood {r., 2) 
45 Marlo Chavez (5r,, 2); 8 Darnell Eatmon (Fr, 0) 
6 Mancel Johnson (Sr., 3); 15 Walt Williams (Sr, 3) 
16 Joe O'Donnell (Sr, 2) 


DEFENSE (10) 


Eric Hicks (Jr., 2); 98 Anthony Jenkins (Sr,, 2) 
Johnnie Hicks (Jc, 2); 91 Delbert Cowsette (Fr. 0} 
Tim Watson (Jr., 2); 99 Jamie Wu (Fr., 0) 

Al Wallace (Sr., 2); 42 Eric Ogbogu (Jr, 2) 
Kendall Ogle (So., 4); 41 Erwyn Lyght (Fr.. 0) 
Ratcliff Thomas (Sc, 2); 51 Rhett Hesprich Lr. 1) 
Eric Barton (So., 4); 50 Brett White (Ur, 2) 

Chad Scott (Sr, 1); 21 Jonathan Johnson (Sr., 3} 
Lamont Gore (Sr., 3); 2 Henry Baker Ur., 1) 
Andre Hentz (Sr., 1); 13 Derrick Johnson (Fr., 0) 
A.J, Johnson (Sr., 3); 36 Paul Jackson (So.. 1) 
Darin Young (So., 0} 
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300 pounds, as are the backups, except for senior 
center Farad Hall, a scrawny 267 pounds. 

The defensive ends are smart, fast, strong and 
athletic. And numerous. Senior Al Wallace and 
juniors Eric Hicks and Eric Ogbogu combined 
for 16 sacks and 28 tackles for losses a year ago. 
Wallace is the most experienced, having started 
for two seasons. Hicks started a few games as a 
true freshman and 10 games last season. Ogbogu, 
perhaps the best of them all, started only ewice 
but was fifth in the ACC in sacks and tackles for 
losses. 

Juniors Johnnie Hicks (no relation to Eric) and 
Tim Watson, who also started in 1993 as a true 
freshmen, return at the tackles. Hicks is the best 
lineman Duffner has had, and Watson isn’t far 
behind. Redshirt freshmen Delbert Cowsette and 
Jamie Wu were championship high school wres- 
ders in Ohio and Illinois, respectively. 


This is easily the most 
experienced team in 
Duffner’s tenure... .A 
bowl bid should be 
forthcoming. 


The defensive area of the linebackers was hit 
hardest by graduation, losing Mike Settles on the 
outside and second-leading tackler Tim Brown 
inside. Settles’ departure opens the door for two 
solid prospects, sophomore Kendall Ogle and 
redshirt freshman Erwyn Lyght. 

Senior Ratcliff Thomas has been a star at inside 
linebacker since his freshman campaign. For 
three seasons, he has led the team in tackles, play- 
ing virtually every down in all 33 games. His 344 
tackles are seventh-best in school history. The 
battle to replace Brown features sophomore Eric 
Barton, juniors Brett White and Rhett Hesprich, 
and redshirt freshmen Pete Timmins and Jomo 
Huggins. 

Maryland’s 13 interceptions were its most since 
1987, and three starters return in the secondary, 
including a pair of exceptional cornerbacks, sen- 
iors A.J. Johnson and Chad Scott. 

Scott, a transfer who led Towson State with five 
interceptions in 1993, had 76 tackles last year to 
go with three picks and 10 pass deflections. John- 
son made 75 tackles and tied for the league lead 
with six thefts. 

Senior free safety Lamont Gore returns, as does 
senior strong safety Andre Hentz. 

Senior Joe O'Donnell has made 16-of-20 
career field-goal attempts, but the Terps lack an 
experienced punter. Sophomore Darin Young 
should get the nod. Scott returned 11 kickoffs for 
a 21.1-yard average. Senior Orlando Strozier will 
handle punt returns. 

This is easily the most experienced team in 
Duffner’s tenure. Put the Terps in a mix with Vir- 
ginia, Clemson and Georgia Tech, and don't be 
shocked if at least one of them beats Florida 
State. A bowl bid should be forthcoming. 
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Cincinnati Bearcats 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 
1996 Pick: 


Rick Minter 
6-5-0 
ist C-USA 


rustrating. Unsettling. Disheartening. 

~ Game 1: Cincinnati totals 410 total 
offensive yards and 166 return yards, 

controls the ball for 37:04 and loses at Kansas 

(280, 49, 22:56) 23-18 on a late touchdown. 

Game 2: Cincinnati outgains Kansas State in 
total yardage 381-271 yet loses at home 23-21 on 
a 22-yard touchdown pass as time expires. 

Game 4: Cincinnati, after erasing a 10-point 
deficit in the last four minutes, sees what would 
have ended a tie game suddenly turn into a loss 
when host Miami of Ohio returns a kickoff 82 
yards with 19 seconds left to win 23-16. 

Alas, not even a Game 3 16-0 victory at Vir- 
ginia Tech tempered Bearcat disappointment. 

And thus a possible 8-2-1 season, and Liberty 
Bowl berth, ended 6-5. 

Now it is time to attend to business. 

“We feel good about where we are right now,” 
says Bearcat coach Rick Minter (8-13-1 in two 
years). “We set our goals before each year and 
achieving a national ranking is one of them.” 

Long-suffering Bearcat fans must feel encour- 
aged by Minter’s words. A former Notre Dame 
assistant, Minter has made Cincinnati a legiti- 
mate Top 30-caliber program in a very calculated 
fashion. He keenly understands the importance 
of promoting his program and Conference USA, 
working cooperatively with the media. 

“T love doing all the things that are required of 
a head coach,” he says. “I really try to work with 
the media,” 

Minter admits he occasionally is guilty of put- 
tng pressure on his team by expressing unreason- 
able expectations of them to the media. 

“I may have (in the past) written a check that 
our team couldn't cash,” he says. 

Perhaps. But no one is complaining. Minter's 
enthusiasm for Bearcat football and its potential, 
thanks in part to C-USA, is contagious. 

“We feel good about the future of the league,” 
he says. “Hopefully this conference can compete 
nationally.” 

Reports indicate that C-USA wants to add 
Army, East Carolina and Navy to its football 
lineup and, in the future, have current members 
(in all sports but football) UAB and South Flor- 
ida in the mix. A 12-team, owo-division setup 
could prove interesting, Minter says. 

“To be one of the top eight college football 
leagues, we need to be perceived as viable, which 
is difficult with only six programs,” he notes. “I 
like the thought of expansion if handled properly.” 

Handling the quarterback job is sophomore 
Chad Plummer, who spent last year as a reserve 
and completed 25-of-47 passes (53.2 percent) for 
459 yards and two touchdowns. His efficiency 
rating of 140.8 would have ranked him in the 
Top 20 had he received more minutes. 

“Chad is multidimensional,” Minter says. “He 
understands when to unload the ball and when 
not to. If he progresses at the rate he has pro- 
gressed to this point, he will be a fine player.” 
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The 1995 Bearcat running attack was often 
anemic, as Cincinnati backs gained just 1,374 
yards (2.9 per carry). Two of the top three rush- 
ers (Craedel Kimbrough and Eric Patterson) are 
gone. Fortunately, leading rusher Orlando Smith, 
a second-team All-C-USA pick, returns. He aver- 
aged a respectable 3.7 yards on 126 carries. The 
fullback is junior Shannon Scarbrough. 

C-USA Offensive and Special Teams Player of 
the Year Robert Tate totaled 695 yards on 46 
receptions (19.5 yards per catch). Tate's agility, 
consistency and willingness to make clutch plays 
is unrivaled. The senior led the nation in kickoff 
returns, averaging 34.3 yards on 15 runbacks, 

“We want to put the ball in his hands as many 
times as possible,” Minter understates. 


Eu chart 


OFFENSE (5) 


Anthony Ladd (St., 3); 14 Jamain Qwens (So., 0) 
Jason Fabini (Jr., 2); 66 Ken Biggs (Fr., 0) 

Pierre Brilliant (Jr., 1); 76 Chris Bell (Fr., 0) 

Brian Uni (So., 1): 69 Brian Posey {Sr., 2} 

Rob Robinson (St, 3); 61 Joel Dolinski Ur, 2) 
Matt Knutson (So., 1); 59 Esaul Viramontes (Sc, 1) 
Brandon Rader {Sr.. 1); 80 Josh Anderson {So., 1} 
Robert Tate (Sr, 2); 25 James Scott (Sr., 3} 
Chad Plummer (So., 1); 16 Brent Petrus Ur., 1} 
Shannon Scarbrough {Sr., 3); 38 Daryt Royal Ur., 2) 
Orlando Smith Ur. 1); 26 DeJuan Marshall (So. 1) 
Eric Richards (Je. 2) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Darrius Felder (St, 3); 92 Percy Evans (So., 0} 
Kevin Ward Ur. 2); 96 Fred Ward (Jr... 0} 

Derrick Ransom (Jr, 2); 99 John Kobalka Ur.. 2) 
Terry Grooms (Sr, 3); 93 David Jackson {So., 1) 
Phillip Curry (Jr, 3); 8 Ray Brunt (Sr., 3) 

Jerry Ulysee (Sr., 1); 58 Delmar Turner {Sr., 2) 
Brad Jackson (Jr., 2); 48 Hassan Champion (So,, 1) 
Jermaine Trent (St., 1); 40 Shawn Ferguson (So., 1) 
Don Simpson (Sr., 2); 4 Lowery Cole Ur., 1) 

Sam Garnes (Sr., 3); 37 Ivan Fulton (Sr., 2) 
Chris Hewitt (Sr., 3); 35 Artell Hawkins Ur., 2) 
Steve Smith (Sr, 1) 
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Senior Anthony Ladd (34 catches for 433 yards, 
a 12.7-yard average) is overshadowed by Tate but 
is a quality player nonetheless. Sophomore reserve 
DeJuan Marshall (21 catches) is dangerous out of 
the backfield. 

Senior Brandon Rader (15.4 yards, eight 
catches) is a fine tight end. 

On the line, junior Jason Fabini and sopho- 
more Matt Knutson should start at the tackle 
spots. The guard positions will be manned by 
junior Pierre Brilliant and senior Rob Robinson. 
Sophomore center Brian Uhl is pushing return- 
ing starter Brian Posey, a senior, 

Defensively, Minter lost tackle Ken Fowler, but 
senior Darrius Felder, an all-league choice, and 
junior Derrick Ransom are ready. 

The nose tackle is junior Kevin Ward (three 
sacks and 33 tackles, 11 for losses). Others to 
watch are junior John Kobalka, who could sup- 
plant Ransom, and senior Terry Grooms. 

Junior outside ‘backer Brad Jackson registered 
100 tackles and three fumble recoveries en route 
to earning All-C-USA honors. Statistically, junior 
inside man Phillip Curry topped Jackson, with 
124 tackles (a team-high 17 for losses) and four 
sacks, Seniors Terry Grooms and Jerry Ulysee 
should start on the outside and inside, respec- 
tively, 

First-team All-C-USA pick Sam Garnes is a 
standout free safety (100 tackles, six pass break- 
ups, three fumble recoveries and a team-leading 
six interceptions). Garnes is joined by senior cor- 
nerbacks Chris Hewitt, a second-team all-confer- 
ence pick, and Jermaine Trent. The strong safety is 
expected to be senior Don Simpson. 

Junior placekicker Eric Richards nailed 16-of- 
24 field goals (with a long of 47) and 27-of-28 
PATs. Dependable senior punter Steve Smith had 
a long punt of 52 yards and no blocked attempts 
but must improve his 37.8-yard average. Tate also 
handles punt returns (8.6-yard average). 

Cincinnati is well-fortified. Plummer is ready 
to blossom and Smith might be. Tate is a won- 
drous talent. Fabini anchors a capable offensive 
line. Felder, Curry, Jackson and Hewitt are qual- 
ity defenders, while Garnes is dominant. Tate and 
Richards key fine special teams play. And, again, 
the slate is perfect for a team looking to go 9-2. 

However, Minter cautions, “I don’t know that 
there is any team on our schedule that couldn't 
easily beat us.” 

Cincinnati's five road battles (Kansas State, 
Memphis, Louisville, Southern Mississippi and 
UAB) will be winnable yet challenging. 

“The three road league games will be hostile 
environments,” Minters says, adding that Kansas 
State (a Top 10 team last fall) will be tough again 
and that Division I-A newcomer UAB (which 
always confounds Cincinnati in basketball) will 
feature a diverse offense and great athleticism. 

Nevertheless, Cincinnati fans must feel conti- 
dent the Bearcats will be determined to rectify last 
season's stumbles and win at least seven games. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Texas Tech Red Raiders 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SWC): 
1996 Pick: 


Spike Dykes 
9-3-0 (5-2-0) 
3rd Big 12 South 


n overly enthusiastic “Texas Tech fan 

tossed a tortilla onto the field at Jones 

Stadium during the Missouri game last 
season, No one was hurt, but it landed at the feet 
of the head linesman, who notified the Red 
Raiders’ sideline that another such lapse in deco- 
rum would produce a 15-yard penalty against the 
home team. No more tortillas were tossed. 

“They did away with that,” Tech coach Spike 
Dykes says, “It was a cute idea to begin with, but 
it probably got out of hand, like everything else 
does. No more tortillas this season.” 

Even though he didn’t condone such behavior, 
he could understand the mind-set of the tortilla 
tossers, Dykes says. The cost of tickets to major 
college sports events is escalating. 

“We want to charge people $20 for a ticker, but 
they can't even bring a flag of a certain size in here 
(the stadium),” he says. “(Of course) you could 
cure all the ails if you had a great football team 
every year.” 

Dykes, who is beginning his 10th full season as 
head coach, hasn't necessarily provided Red 
Raider fans with “great” teams every year. But 
they've been good, and consistent, over the last 
five seasons, finishing in ties for second place in 
the Southwest Conference four times and first 
place once. 

The Southwest Conference is no more, but the 
solid foundation Dykes has built in Lubbock 
remains in place. 

Junior Zebbie Lethridge has been the starting 
quarterback since the fourth game of 1994, when 
he was SWC Offensive Newcomer of the Year. 
Already, Lethridge ranks fifth on Texas Tech's 
career total offense list after a sophomore season in 
which he completed 136-of-281 passes for 1,885 
yards and 13 touchdowns. He also ran for nine 
scores and set a conference record by throwing 211 
consecutive passes without an interception. 

Texas Tech is promoting junior tailback Byron 
Hanspard as a Heisman ‘Trophy candidate, and 
with justification, Hanspard led the league in 
rushing with 1,374 yards, the second-highest 
total by a sophomore in SWC history. He rushed 
for 668 yards in the last three games and scored 
11 touchdowns in the last 12 quarters. He ran for 
260 yards and scored four touchdowns in the 
Copper Bow! to earn game MVP honors. 
Hanspard also led the Red Raiders in receiving, 
catching 35 passes for 474 yards and seven touch- 
downs, giving him a total of 18 for a team-high 
108 points. In addition, “He's an excellent 
blocker,” says Dykes. 

The Red Raiders have virtually no experience 
returning at fullback. Senior Ryan Jones carried 
only 11 times for 58 yards. 

Dykes has considerable depth at wide receiver, 
where senior Field Scovell and sophomore Don- 
nie Hart figure to start at flanker and split end, 
respectively. Senior Brad Spinks moves up at tight 
end. 

Hanspard has a veteran line to run behind. 


Four starters return, led by seniors Ben Kaufman 
and Casey Jones on the left side at tackle and 
guard, respectively. Junior Chris Whitney, a two- 
year letterman with one start, had an outstanding 
spring and moved to the top of the depth chart at 
tight tackle. Senior Shane Dunn is penciled in as 
the starter at right guard. The top two centers 
return in senior Kevin Ward and junior Jay Pugh. 

The Red Raiders will put up an experienced 
defensive front, with sophomore Montae Reagor 
and junior Allen Wallace at the ends, junior 
Corey Chandler at tackle and junior Cody 
McGuire at nose tackle. Junior end Tony Daniels 
missed last season because of a knee injury suf- 
fered in a swimming accident during the sum- 
mer. As a 1994 sophomore, he led the team in 


dept 


OFFENSE (8) 


Brad Spinks (Sr., 3); 84 Josh Mashburn (Sr., 0) 
Ben Kaufman (St., 3); 72 Nick Lee {So,, 1) 
Casey Jones (Sr,, 2); 60 Jayson Hansen (Jr., 0) 
Kevin Ward (Sr., 1); 63 Jay Pugh Ur., 2) 

Shane Dunn (Sr,, 2); 77 Erk Carruth {So., 0) 
Chris Whitney Ur., 2); 67 Lynn Scherler (Sr., 2) 
Field Scovell (Sc, 2); 6 Stacy Mitchell (Jr, 2) 
Donnie Hart {So., 1): 18 Sheidon Bass (So.. 1) 
Zebbie Lethridge (Jt, 2); 15 Sone Cavazos (Sr. 2) 
Byron Hanspard (Js., 2); 22 Adrian Ervin (Sr, 1) 
Ryan Jones (Sr. 1}; 42 Sammi Morris (Fr., 0) 
Tony Rogers (Jr, 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


34 Montae Reagor (So., 1); 89 Taurus Rucker (Fr., 0) 

93 Corey Chandler (Jr., 2); 76 Jerome Lang (Sr,, 2) 

74 Cody McGuire (Jr, 2); 99 Cody Patton (So., 1) 
Allen Wallace (Jr., 1); 86 Tony Daniets UUr., 2) 

7 Robert Johnson (Sr., 3); 29 Ty Ardoin (So., 1) 

48 Eric Butler (Jr., 2); 45 Ryan Donahue (Sr... 3) 

37 Anthony Armour (Sr., 3); 47 Adrian Roland (Sr., 0) 

28 Oscar Soliz (Fr.. 0); 14 Tony Darden (Ur. 2) 

30 

13 
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Jody Brown {Sr., 3); 36 Robby Cartwright {So., 0) 
Dane Johnson (Jr. 2); 23 Reagan Bownds (So., 1) 
Corey Turner (So., 1); 1 Duane Price (Jr, 1) 
Jeremy Hernandez (So., 0) 
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tackles for losses with 13. Daniels is expected to 
see a great deal of service and become one of the 
Big 12’s leading pass rushers, 

Reagor was Tech's top pass rusher last season as 
a true freshman with seven tackles for losses and 
three sacks. Senior tackle Jerome Lang has the 
skills to be a starter if he can remain healthy. 

Sophomore Cody Patton and redshirt fresh- 
man Taurus Rucker will be counted on to provide 
depth up front. Freshman tackle Jason Jones of 
Dallas could play without redshirting. 

Two of last season's starters at linebacker, 
including consensus All-America middle line- 


® backer Zach Thomas, must be replaced. Senior 


Robert Johnson is the lone returning starter, on 
the strong side. He is the most experienced 
defender, having started 27 games during his 
career. Johnson was credited with 65 tackles last 
year, of which 37 were solo. He is also oppor- 


Texas Tech is promoting 
junior Byron Hanspard 
as a Heisman Trophy 
candidate, and with 
justification. 
tunistic, having intercepted four passes and 

recovered three fumbles last season. 

Senior Anthony Armour returns to weak-side 
linebacker after starting at defensive end last sea- 
son. He made 55 tackles a year ago, including 
seven for losses. 

Junior Eric Butler will try to fill the huge void 
Thomas’ graduation left in the middle, if senior 
Ryan Donahue or redshirt freshman Kyle Shipley 
doesnt move in. Among those expected to pro- 
vide depth on the outside are sophomore Ty 
Ardoin and senior Adrian Roland. 

Senior “raider”(safety) Jody Brown has earned 
three letters as a backup and special teams player. 
Junior free safety Dane Johnson tied for third in 
the conference in pass interceptions with four. He 
returned one for 66 yards and a touchdown, 
Johnson also broke up seven passes. Junior Duane 
Price can play any secondary spot. 

Sophomore Corey Turner and redshirt fresh- 
man Oscar Soliz are among the cornerback hope- 
fuls, as are a half-dozen incoming freshmen. 

Tony Rogers, a junior, has been successful on 
9-of-10 field goals from 40-49 yards during his 
career. He was 4-of-5 from that range last season 
and 37-of-37 on extra points. 

The punting job probably won't be resolved 
until fall camp. 

Dane Johnson ranked cighth in the nation and 
first in the Southwest Conference in punt 
returns, averaging 14.3 yards on 15 returns. He 
also averaged 22.7 yards on 10 kickoff returns. 

The Red Raiders could be very good, and yet 
their record might not reflect it with Nebraska, 
Kansas and Kansas State as interdivisional oppo- 
nents. “I don't know how we missed Colorado,” 
Dykes says. 
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Head Coach: Tyrone Willingham 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 7-4-1 (5~3-0) 
1996 Pick: 4th Pac-10 


ertainly, Stanford's 7-4-1 season in 1995 
‘was impressive. Expected to finish last in 
the Pacific-10, the Cardinal came in a 
strong fourth and was within a few plays of being 
in the Rose Bowl. 

The team’s success killed notions that Tyrone 
Willingham, who had never been a head coach or 
coordinator at any level, was not ready to be a 
Pac-10 head coach. Instead, it prompted sugges- 
tions that Willingham, the Pac-10 Coach of the 
Year, has laid the foundation for a perennial con- 
ference power at Stanford, 

But was 1995 simply one of those rare seasons 
when the ball bounced the Cardinal's way? 

Stanford needed breaks in the final minute 
against Utah and Arizona State to win both of 
those games, and the Cardinal fell flat in its loss 
to East Carolina in the Liberty Bowl. 

The expected strength of last year's team, the 
running backs, should again excel, but the con- 
cerns that faced Willingham in his first season are 
much the same for his second: a major question 
at quarterback and a defense that was one of the 
league's worst. 

Willingham overcame those shortcomings last 
season with discipline and fundamentals, a depar- 
ture from predecessor Bill Walsh. 

“They didn’t do anything outrageous,” says Cal- 
ifornia quarterback Pat Barnes. “Offensively, it 
just seemed like they were more disciplined than 
before, and just came at you, 11 versus 11. They 
didn’t try to outscheme you. And they had the 
attitude, ‘If you beat us, it’s an upset.’” 

Stanford finished just fourth in the Pac-10 in 
offense but led in scoring. The Cardinal received 
a bowl invitation although ranking ninth in the 
Pac-10. in total defense and scoring defense. 
Despite his emphasis on discipline and organiza- 
tion, Willingham does not think the program has 
yet forged an identity. 

“T hope we're on our way to establishing one,” 
he says. “We'll have much the same focus, but I 
don't think the program is in place. Hopefully, 
this season we'll get closer.” 

Senior Tim Carey, who battled Mark Butterfield 
for the quarterback job before last season, is engag- 
ing in similar competition this year, this time with 
sophomore Chad Hutchinson. A pitcher who split 
his spring time between baseball and football, 
Hutchinson passed up big money in 1995 as a 
first-round draft pick of the Adanta Braves to 
attend Stanford. His 6-5, 225-pound frame, pow- 
erful arm and good speed suggest that his physical 
skills might offset his limited experience. 

Carey is not as gifted physically and has little 
experience. His forte is moving an offense and 
tossing soft, catchable passes. But he cannot 
throw downfield as effectively as Hutchinson, 

The running backs are the team's strength, with 
junior Anthony Bookman again splitting time 
with senior Mike Mitchell at halfback. The 
shorter, smaller Bookman offers speed and big- 
play potential. Mitchell has the ability to follow 
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Stanford Cardinal 


blockers and shed tacklers for consistent gains. 

Both ranked among the top 10 in Pac-10 rush- 
ing, and both catch passes well. Bookman rushed 
for over 100 yards four times last season, and 
Mitchell played nine games even though he dis- 
located his elbow in the opener and played most 
of the year with an unwieldy brace. The two have 
come to accept their shared role. 

The fullback primarily is used as a blocker. 
Back are seniors Greg Comella and Adam Salina. 

The loss of Mark Harris. the top receiver in “95, 
will hurt, especially since returning flanker Brian 
Manning, a senior and the team’s deep threat, 
developed a habit of dropping passes. Junior 
Damon Dunn and senior Marlon Evans are the 
most likely candidates to fill Harris’ spot. Senior 


iu chart | 


OFFENSE (6) 


80 Damon Dunn (Jc, 2); 83 Marion Evans (Sr. 3) 

65 Geoff Wilson (Jr.. 2}; 79 Jeff Cronshagen (So., 1) 
63 Andrew Kroeker (Jr.. 2):75 Brian Donoghue Ur., 2) 
73 Mike Mclaughlin (So,, 2); 56 Blaine Maxfield Ur., 0) 
78 Brad Badger (Sr, 3); 67 Joe Fairchild (So, 4) 

60 Nathan Parks (Sr., 2); 72 Eli Burriss (So,, 1) 

87 Greg Clark (St,, 1); 86 Derek Hubbard {Sr., 1) 

3 Tim Carey (Sr., 3); 19 Chad Hutchinson (So., 1) 

4 Anthony Bookman (Jt., 2); 32 Mike Mitchell (Sr, 3) 
38 Adam Salina (Sr, 3); 34 Greg Comelia (Sr., 3) 
88 Brian Manning (St. 3); 81 Andre Kirwan (Sr.. 3) 
49 Patrick Shinnefield (So., 4) 


RAGESMASBPHGS 


DEFENSE (7) 


42 Brian Batson (St, 3); 54 Nicodemus Watts (Sr.. 3) 
13 Kalee Wong Ur., 2); 94 Bryan Werner (Sr., 3) 
97 Pete Swanson (Sr., 3); 99 Andrew Currie (So., 1) 
51 Anthony Willis (Ur. 2); 50 Evan Wagner (Sr,, 1) 
75 Carl Hansen (Jr., 2); 98 Konti Pellegrin (So., 1) 
43 Jon Haskins Ur., 2); 40 Jon Ritchie (r,, 0) 
33 Chris Draft (Jr, 2); 43 Jon Haskins (Jr, 2) 
11 Leroy Pruitt (Sr., 3); 83 Marion Evans (Sr., 3) 

9 Eliel Swinton (Sr., 3); 24 Kadar Hamilton (Jr., 2) 
45 Josh Madsen (Sr., 3); 10 Tim Smith (So.. 1) 
26 Alistaic White (Sr., 3); 47 Corey Hilt Ur., 2) 
49° Kevin Miller (Jr., 2) 
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tight end Greg Clark, who caught 23 passes last 
season, has all-conference potential. 

Stanford had significant losses on the offensive 
line. The best of the linemen is senior guard Brad 
Badger, but Stanford has a critical rebuilding job to 
do here. Nathan Parks, a 303-pound senior, will 
hold down right tackle, and junior Geoff Wilson is 
expected to be the left tackle. Junior Andrew 
Kroeker is penciled in at the other guard spot, and 
juco transfer Blaine Maxfield and sophomore Mike 
McLaughlin will battle at center. 

The defensive line has more than its share of 


» questions as well. Junior defensive end Carl Han- 
® sen made a number of big plays, and senior Pete 
* Swanson offers considerable bulk (6-5, 305) in 
& the middle at one tackle in the Cardinal’s four- 


man front. 

Kailee Wong, who started two years ago as a 
freshman, has exceptional speed at the other end. 
Several candidates will vie for the remaining 
tackle position, with junior Anthony Willis the 
likely starter. 

Inside linebacker Chris Draft looks like an All- 
American on some days, He played defensive 
line, outside linebacker and strong safety two 
years ago as a freshman, and started last season as 
a backup outside linebacker. Draft found his 
niche at an inside spot early in the campaign and 
played well despite his lack of size. 

Mike Hall, who led the team in tackles, is gone, 
leaving a sizable hole up the middle. Jon Ritchie 
and Jon Haskins, both juniors, will battle at inside 
linebacker, perhaps the Cardinal's most critical 
defensive position. Senior Brian Batson should 
hold down the outside spot. 

Stanford looks solid in the secondary with 
three returning senior starters: strong safety Eliel 
Swinton (six tackles for losses), free safery Josh 
Madsen (four interceptions) and cornerback 
Leroy Pruitt (four interceptions). The 5-9 Pruett 
is vulnerable against big receivers, however. 

Junior Corey Hill was the team’s nickel back 
last season and has been moved to cornerback, 
where he will vie for playing time with senior 
Alistair White. 

Junior punter Kevin Miller is back, but sopho- 
more Patrick Shinneficld, the placekicker, is 
untested, 

Stanford’s most effective unit last fall was its 
kick-return team, led by Dunn and Evans, who 
were first and second respectively in the Pac-10 in 
kickoff returns, The Cardinal won a couple of 
games on special teams play alone last season and 
will need to have similar success this year. 

If an adequate replacement for Butterfield is 
found and the defense improves as hoped, this 
team could make a run at the Rose Bowl. 

Willingham'’s system is now solidly in place. 
Hutchinson could be a star, and if that happens 
this fall, a second straight bow! berth is likely. But 
the Cardinal could post a losing record if no quar- 
terback steps up. Stanford has yet to develop the 
consistency required to be a perennial Pac-10 force. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: Jim Donnan 
1995 Record (SEC): 6-6-0 (3-5-0) 
1996 Pick: 3rd SEC East 


t since Garrison Hearst blazed a red-hot 
ail from Lincolnton, Ga., to Athens and 
ren to NFL. riches has Georgia seen any- 
thing Tike the expectations surrounding junior 
tailback Robert Edwards. 

Edwards, who has played only two games at 
tailback after moving from cornerback in the 
spring of '95, caught the nation’s attention with 
two Georgia school records, five touchdowns and 
30 points, along with 169 yards rushing, in the 
season-opening win over South Carolina. He 
added 156 yards a week later against Tennessee, 
but a broken left foot in the third quarter of that 
game sidelined Edwards for the rest of the season 
and likely cost Ray Goff his job. 

In the fourth game, quarterback Mike Bobo 
suffered a season-ending knee fracture. The Bull- 
dogs couldn't recover from those injuries and fin- 
ished 6-6. Goff, under scrutiny for most of his 
seven seasons at the helm, failed to meet athletic 
director Vince Dooley’s mandate for “significant 
improvement,” and Jim Donnan was lured from 
Division I-AA Marshall after Kansas’ Glen 
Mason reneged on his commitment. 

Edwards’ rehabilitation and how well the Bull- 
dogs can grasp Donnan’s offensive system will go 
a long way in determining Georgia's success. 
Donnan inherits a calented team but must 
revamp a defense that surrendered 347.4 yards 
per game and the offensive line. 

Bobo had done a solid job of filling the shoes 
of Eric Zeier, Georgia's all-time leading. passer, 
before his injury. Bobo was among the nation’s 
top five in passing efficiency and had completed 
over 60 percent of his attempts for 818 yards and 
five touchdowns. 

“It’s critical to get Mike Bobo back healthy,” 
says Donnan. “He established himself as the 
starter last year.” 

Unlike last season, the Bulldogs will have 
plenty of experience behind Bobo. Versatile 
junior Hines Ward started five games and com- 
pleted 62 percent of his passes (69-of-112 for 872 
yards), However, he’s due to be a receiver in 
1996. Senior Brian Smith played in eight games 
before a shoulder injury ended his season. 

Running back may be Georgia's deepest posi- 
tion. Five cailbacks started after Edwards’ injury, 
and there’s plenty of freshman help on the way. 

Sophomore Torin Kirtsey, who started three 
games, led the Bulldogs in rushing with 603 
yards, including 195 in his first start, a victory 
over Clemson. Sophomore Robert Arnaud 
started one game, rushing for 120 yards on 37 
carries ina win over Kentucky. Freshman Patrick 
Pass, regarded as one of the nation’s top prep tail- 
backs with 5,046 career rushing yards, could 
make an immediate impact. 

At fullback, junior Selma Calloway returns but 


may have a difficult time in the fall holding off 


junior college transfer Ronnie Bradley, who 
rushed for 1,189 yards and 12 touchdowns in his 
second season at Georgia Military College. 


Georgia Bulldogs 
re 2 


C ~. 
Robert Edwards? 


The Bulldogs have placed less emphasis 
recently on the wideout positions. That’s proba- 
bly a good thing since only two players return 
who had more than 10 receptions. Senior Juan 
Daniels will start at split end, where he had 46 
catches for 726 yards and five touchdowns. 

Ward had 18 receptions for 249 yards and will 
assume a permanent role at flanker with the 
departure of three-year starter Brice Hunter. At 
tight end, sophomore Larry Brown caught eight 
passes for 91 yards and one touchdown. 

The offensive line is Georgia's biggest concern 
with only two starters back. However, four play- 
ers with starting experience return, 

Senior Adam Meadows, a 1995. starter, will 
anchor the line at tackle, along with promising 
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OFFENSE (7) 


Juan Daniels (Sr., 3); 81 Matt Dickson {Sr., 1) 
Adam Meadows (St, 3); 62 Kenley Ingram Ur., 0) 
Resty Beadies (S¢., 2); 68 Sean Tremblay (So., 1) 
Brad Stafford Ur., 0); 60 Brooks Brodie (So., 0) 
Antonio Fleming (Jr.. 2); 73 Steve Hemdon (Fr., 0} 
Matt Stinchcomb (So., 2); 78 David Powell Ur., 1) 
Larry Brown (So., 1); 85 Michael Taylor (Ur.. 2) 
Mike Bobo (Jr, 1); 11 Brian Smith (Sr., 1) 

Robert Edwards (Jr., 2); 20 Torin Kirtsey (So., 1) 
Selma Calloway (So., 1); Ronnie Bradley (Ur., 0} 
Hines Ward (Jt., 2); 23 Chris MeCranie (Sr. 3) 
Dax Langley (Jr., 2} 


DEFENSE (7) 


Ciuis Terry (So., 1}; 96 Paul Sneilings (So., 1) 
Jason Ferguson (St, 0); 96 Paul Snellings (So.. 1) 
Jermaine Smith (Se. 1); 66 Travis Stroud Ur,, 2) 
Derrick Byrd (r., 1); 44 Marcus Wiliams (Sr,, 3) 
Brandon Tolbert (J, 2); 56 Bryan Jones (Sr.. 3) 
Greg Bright (Jr., 1); 54 D.1. Johnson Ur, 0) 
Adrian Goodman {So., 1); 53 Mike Luckie (Fr., 0} 
Kirby Smart (So., 1};.7 Glenn Ford {So., 1) 
Armin Love (So., 1); 18 Trey Sipe UUr., 2) 

Corey Johnson (Sr., 3); 1 Larry Mann (Fr,, 0) 
Ronald Bailey Ur., 1); 22 Alandus Sims (Sr., 2) 
Dax Langley (Jr.,.2) 
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sophomore Matt Stinchcomb. Senior Resty Bea- 
dles, also a regular from last year, and junior 
Antonio Fleming will start at the guard positions. 
There is little experience at center, Brad Stafford, 
a former junior college transfer, and sophomore 
Brooks Brodie should compete for the starting 
assignment. 

Georgia's maligned 1995 detense will necessi- 
tate almost a total rebuilding job. 

The interior line returns starting senior tackle Jason 
Ferguson. Another senior, Jermaine Smith, competes 
with junior Travis Stroud, who has suffered injuries to 
both knees, for the starting nose guard spot. Top 
reserve Marcus Hunter, a sophomore, underwent 
reconstructive knee surgery but should be recovered 
by August. 

The ends, known as the “buck” and “bandit” posi- 
tions, are wide open. Sophomore Chris Terry may be 
the most promising of the candidates. At 6-7, 260, 
‘Terry has shown the potential to be a capable pass 
rusher but played in only six games— recording seven 
tackles last season. Junior Derrick Byrd could also be 
a contributor, but he has been sidelined with injuries 
for most of the past two years. 

For the Bulldogs to be successful, defensive 
coordinator Joe Kines will need help from a 
handful of signees. 

Despite the loss of leading tackler Whit Mar- 
shall and two-time All-SEC performer Randall 
Godfrey, the linebacking corps should continue 
to be the thrust of Georgia's attacking defense. 

Junior Greg Bright, a two-year starter in 23 
consecutive games, was second on the team with 
93 tackles. Junior Brandon Tolbert was one of the 
biggest defensive surprises in the conference, 
totaling 74 tackles and one sack. 

Sophomore Adrian Goodman emerged from 
spring practice as the third starter at linebacker. 

Three of the four 1995 starters in the sec- 
ondary are available, including senior free safety 
Corey Johnson, who led the team with three 
interceptions. Sophomore Armin Love returns at 
strong safety and senior Alandus Sims at right 
cornerback, where he is battling junior Ronald 
Bailey. Sophomores Kirby Smart and Glenn Ford 
are 1-2 at the left corner. 

Junior Dax Langley, who averaged 39.5 yards 
and nailed 17 punts inside the 20-yard line, 
returns and is the leading candidate to assume 
placekicking duties as well. He kicked a 63-yard 
field goal in high school. 

Georgia will benefit from the luxury of playing 
its most competitive opponents late in the season 
with the exception of South Carolina and Ten- 
nessee, and will enjoy an off-Saturday before the 
Auburn game. If Edwards and Bobo are fully 
recovered, the Bulldogs could put a lot of points 
on the board, but the defense should again be 
suspect. The bottom line: If Donnan can imple- 
ment a more aggressive defense, he could enjoy 
success in his first season, even take his team to a 
major bowl. If not, it could be another long year. 
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West Virgin! 


Don Nehlen 
5-6-0 (4-3-0) 
4th Big East 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big East): 
1996 Pick: 


f, as the saying goes, you win with defense, West 
Virginia’s stoppers need to be exceptional. 

The Mountaineers return nine starters on 
defense but only four on offense, along with the 
placekicker and 42 lettermen. 

Gone are tailbacks Robert Walker, West Vir- 
ginia’s second-leading career rusher with 2,620 
yards, and Jimmy Gary, with 1,104 career yards, 
along with fullback Kantroy Barber, who had 362 
rushing yards. They were the top three ground- 
gainers in last year’s 5-6 campaign (4-3 and a 
fourth-place tie in the Big East). 

“I's going to seem strange without them 
(Walker and Gary) because they were the core of 
our tailback position for the last couple of years,” 
says Don Nehlen 

At the opposite end of the spectrum is the pass- 
ing game, where quarterback Chad Johnston and 
wide receivers Rahsaan Vanterpool and David 
Saunders all return. But the offensive line returns 
only one full-time starter. 

Johnston, a senior, is back for his third year as 
a starter. Last year, he compiled the ninth-best 
season by a Mountaineer quarterback: 248 passes. 
127 completions (51.2 percent) for 2,019 yards, 
with 13 touchdowns and the same number of 
interceptions, His career numbers, 261-of-505 
(51.7 percent) for 3,996 yards and 31 TDs, rank 
him among West Virginia's all-time leaders in 
eight categories, 

“IT expect him to have a tremendous year in 
terms of both performance and leadership,” Neh- 
len says. 

With the heavy losses in the backfield, young- 
sters must grow up quickly, “We just need to give 
them a lot of work and see who emerges. The tal- 
ent is there and I look for Leroy White to give us 
some leadership where we need it,” says Nehlen. 

White, a junior fullback, gained 260 yards last 
season as a backup. At tailback, where Walker set 
aschool record with 1,250 yards in 1993 (he and 
Gary combined for a total of only 1,012 in 
1995), sophomore Curtis Keaton (28 carries, 136 
yards) will vie with junior Khari Mott (11 carries, 
37 yards) and redshirt freshmen Amos Zereoue 
and Alvin Swoope. 

The Mountaineers look solid at receiver. Saun- 
ders, a sophomore, was West Virginia's leading 
receiver a year ago. He seta school freshman record 
with 38 catches for 682 yards and five rouch- 
downs. His 130 yards against Purdue in the opener 
were the most ever by a West Virginia receiver in 
his first game. Senior Vanterpool earned second- 
team all-conference honors for the second year in 
a row with 34 receptions for 606 yards and three 
TDs. The third-year starter ranks among West Vir- 
ginia’s career top 10 with 95 receptions, 1,601 
receiving yards and 3,282 all-purpose yards. 

“I think the emergence of (sophomore Shawn) 
Foreman has been a big plus, and (senior Matt) 
McCulty and (sophomore Jerrald) Long give us 
good experience,” Nehlen says of his receivers. 

Foreman, who played in the secondary before 
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Chad Johnston ,¢) 


doing two-way duty in the final three games, 
caught four passes for 56 yards. 

Tight end Lovett Purnell and backup Shawn 
Lutz both graduated, and Nehlen says the posi- 
tion “will receive a lot of scrutiny. That was an 
important position for us last season (Purnell had 
37 catches for 614 yards and six touchdowns), 
and we need to continue that production. I think 
working in Eric Boykin can help us.” 

The senior Boykin, a two-year backup quarter- 
back who started three games in 1994, is now a 
tight end and H-back. 

Junior Chad Wable and redshirt freshman 
Anthony Becht also are in the picture. 

Nehlen says the Mountaineers “need to develop 
a dominant offensive line. Because of inexperi- 


lu chart 


OFFENSE (4) 


Rahsaan Vanterpool (Sc, 3}; 6 Shawn Foreman (Se. 1} 
David Saunders (So., 1); 5 Jerrald Long {So.. 0} 
Chad Waeble Ur., 0): 11 Eric Boykin {Sr., 2) 
Bryan Washington (St, 2); 72 Solomon Page (Ft., 0) 
Mike Horn (Sr., 2}; 59 Ted Daniels (So.. 1) 

Erie deGroh (So., 1); 63 Matt Ceresa {Jr., 0) 
Bryan Pukenas (So., 0); 74 Bilt McElroy (Jr. 1) 
Frank Birts (Ur., 1); 79 Sam Austin Ur, 4) 

Chad Johnston (Sr., 2); 3 Wilkie Perez (So.. 0) 
Leroy White (Jr, 1); 46 Anthony Green {Fr., 0) 
Curtis Keaton (So., 0); 24 Amos Zereoue (Fr,, 0) 
7 Bryan Baumann (Jr, 2) 


DEFENSE (9) 


Henry Slay (Jr. 2); 95 Chariton Forbes (So., 0) 
John Thornton (So., 1); 51 Ryan Price (Ur. 4) 
Bob Baum (r.. 2); 98 Kevin Landolt (So., 1) 
Blige Longino (Sr., 3); 48 Jamie Sweeney (Jr, 1) 
Canute Curtis (Sr. 3); 50 Steve Lippe Ur.. 2) 
Jason Williams (J,, 2); 49 Ryan Brady {Fr., 0) 
Bemard Russ (St, 2); 58 Bemardo Amerson (Sc, 2) 
Mike Logan (St, 3); 30 Anton Anderson (Fr., 0} 
Kerry Siverand (Sr., 1); 24 Perlo Bastien {Fr.. 0} 
Charles Emanuel (Sr, 3); 50 Barrett Green (Fr., 0) 
Vann Washington (St, 3); 3 Gary Thompkins (Fr, 0) 
Jade Stiltings Ur.. 0) 


RSESSASBCSGTAAR 


"GRESERBERSA 


05 beeaccny Maa oo Renan Starline 
BOLD acacares mem enenn sewn 
NUMBER Ares Cuan tracts Lontis Won 


3 
* 
° 
s 
= 
é 
x 


a Mountaineers 


ence and then injuries we were unable to do that 
last year. Yet, as the season went on, we were bet- 
ter with our run blocking and with our pass 
blocking.” 

The line will have to be rebuilt around senior 
tackle Bryan Washington, although junior tackle 
Frank Birts, senior guard Mike Horn, junior 
guard Bill McElroy and sophomore guard Ted 
Daniels all got some starts a year ago. Nehlen has 
plenty of other bodies to choose from, including, 
junior tackle Sam Austin, sophomore guards 
Randy Dunnigan and Bryan Pukenas, and soph- 
omore center Eric deGroh. 

Senior rush linebacker Canute Curtis has 
become one of the dominant players in the Big 
East. He earned second-team all-conference hon- 
ors last year with 62 tackles, 10 sacks, seven other 
tackles for loss and five pass breakups. 

Curtis is joined on the front line by some out- 
standing talent. Sophomore Kevin Landolt started 
every game last year at tackle. Junior Henry Slay 
and sophomore Charlton Forbes return at nose 
tackle. Sophomore John Thornton split time at 
drop end with the departed John Browning. Jun- 
ior Bob Baum can play either end position. 

Senior Bernard Russ on the strong side leads a 
speedy group of linebackers. Senior Bernardo 
Amerson started some on the strong side, while 
senior Elige Longino started on the weak side and 
junior Jamie Sweeney got a couple of starting 
assignments. Junior Jason Williams, who started 
the season finale, is the leading candidate to 
replace J.T. Thomas, the team’s leading tackler 
the last two years, in the middle. 

The only loss in the secondary is a big one: All- 
America cornerback Aaron Beasley, who tied the 
school record with 19 career interceptions and 
led the nation in 1994 with 10 picks. The candi- 
dates to succeed him include redshirt freshmen 
Anton Anderson, Perlo Bastien and Gary 
Thompkins, and senior Kerry Siverand. 

The defensive backfield is the strength of the 
defense. Returning are three seniors: strong safety 
Charles Emanuel, cornerback Mike Logan and 
free safety Vann Washington. 

Junior Bryan Baumann (10-of-16 field goals, 
29-of-30 PATS) is back to handle the placekick- 
ing, and West Virginia signed Jade Stillings, an 
outstanding junior college punter who will likely 
replace senior Brian West who averaged 35.3 
yards on 28 punts. 

Vanterpool ranked among the Big East leaders 
in kickoff (22.4-yard average) and punt returns 
(10.5) last year and probably will share those 
duties with Logan, who had averages of 24.0 and 
11.5 in minimal action, 

The non-conference schedule includes East Car- 
olina, Maryland, Purdue and Western Michigan. 
West Virginia has played a Mid-American Confer- 
ence team in each of the last nine years and is 
8-0-1 in those games. ‘lio of the victories have 
come against Bowling Green, Nehlen’s alma mater. 


ATHLON FoorTBaLt 1996 


Head Coach: George Welsh 
1995 Record (ACC): 9-4-0 (7-1-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th ACC 


lorida State, a relative Adantic Coast Con- 
ference newcomer, isn't the only league 
team sporting impressive streaks. 

True, Virginia's numbers are more modest than 
the Seminoles’ run of 11 straight bowl wins, nine 
seasons in a row with 10 or more wins and nine 
consecutive finishes in the Associated Press Top 4. 
But Virginia boasts ACC-record streaks of nine 
consecutive winning seasons (all with seven or 
more wins), 300 or more points scored seven 
years running and at least one interception in 29 
straight games. 

The Cavaliers beat second-ranked FSU 33-28 
during a heart-stopping 9-4 campaign that also 
featured one-point last-play losses at Michigan 
and Texas. Virginia tied the Seminoles for the 
ACC championship at 7-1. 

Offensively, George Welsh, the winningest 
coach in school history (98-63-3) must find 
replacements for record-setting quarterback Mike 
Groh (2,510 passing yards in 1995), as well as 
three starters on the line. The top item of busi- 
ness for the defense is to replace three starters in 
the secondary, 

Candidates to replace Groh are senior Tim 
Sherman and sophomore Aaron Brooks. 

Sherman, whose father Tom coaches Virginia's 
wide receivers, was Groh’s backup a year ago and 
played in six games, completing 11-of-17 passes 
(64.7 percent) for 182 yards and nwo touchdowns 
without an interception. Brooks saw action in 
one game and threw two passes: an incompletion 
and an interception. 

Sherman “has a good arm, he's faster than Groh 
and he's a smart football player,” Welsh says. 

All-conference senior tailback Tiki Barber, 
whom the Cavaliers are touting as a Heisman 
Trophy candidate, set school records last season 
with 1,397 rushing yards and 1,906 all-purpose 
yards. He averaged 5.3 yards a carry and 116.4 
yards a game, caught 22 passes for 216 yards, 
returned 32 punts for an 8.5-yard average and 
scored 16 touchdowns. 

“He's got to be one of the two or three best in 
the country,” Welsh says. 

Senior Darrell Medley and junior Charles 
Kirby return at fullback. 

Junior wide receiver Germane Crowell, who 
tallied 27 catches for 371 yards and a team-high 
five touchdowns, heads a group that includes 
juniors Derick Byrd and Bryan Owen and sopho- 
more Brian McCarthy. Senior tight end Walt 
Derey caught 15 passes. 

“L think we've got enough talent to keep a 
pretty good passing attack,” Welsh says. 

With the loss of Chris Harrison, Jason 
Augustino and John Slocum, the reeurning regu- 
lars on the offensive front wall are senior guard 
Jeremy Raley (26 straight starts) and senior cen- 
ter Tom Locklin, 

The competition at tackle includes senior Mike 
Kelly, juniors Doug Karczewski and Julius 
Williams, and sophomore Robert Hunt The 


avaliers 
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most experienced contender for the open guard 
spot is junior Trevor Britton. 

“The line is going to be the key to our success 
on offense,” Welsh says. “We've come to expect a 
pretty high performance on the offensive line, 
and I think we can expect the same this year.” 

Defensively, Virginia ranked 10th nationally 
against the rush (109.2 yards a game), and three 
starters return up front. Senior tackle Todd White 
led the squad’s down linemen with 77 tackles and 
was in on four sacks. Senior ends Jon Harris and 
Duane Ashman are returning starters and strong 
pass rushers. Harris led the Cavs with eight sacks 
and Ashman was second with six. 

Sophomores Tony Dingle and Johnny Shivers 
will compete for the tackle spot alongside White. 


chart 


OFFENSE (5) 


17 Germane Crowell Ur, 1); 29 Bryan Owen Ur, 1) 

79 Doug Karczewski (Jr,, 1); 53 Mike Kelty (Sr, 1) 

69 Jeremy Raley (Sr, 3); 74 Noel LaMontagne (Fr.. 0) 

52 Tom Locklin (Sr., 2); 75 Matt Link Ur., 0} 

63 Trevor Britton Ur., 1); 54 Darren Garland {So., 0) 

60. Robert Hunt (So., 0}; 56 Julius Wiliams (Ur, 1) 

87 Walt Derey (Sr., 2); 86 Casey Crawford (Fr., 0} 

11 Aaron Brooks {So., 0}: 7 Tim Sherman {S<., 3} 

34 Darrell Medley (S¢., 3); 36 Charles Kirby (Ur., 2) 

21° ‘Tiki Barber (Sr, 2); 25 Anthony Southern {Fr., 0) 
8 Derick Byrd (4, 2); 6 Brian McCarthy (So., 0) 

16 Rafael Garcia (Sr., 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 
Jon Harris (St, 3); 95 Travis Griffith (Fr. 0) 
Tony Dingle (So., 1); 99 Johnny Shivers (So., 1) 
91 Todd White (Sr., 3); 85 Maurice Anderson (Fr,, 0) 
94 Duane Ashman (Sr., 3); 96 Patrick Kemey (So., 2) 
42 James Farrior (Sr., 3); 9 Shannon Taylor (Fr. 0) 
30. Dillon Taylor (Fr. 0); 44 Well Rainer (So.. 1) 
33 _Jamlo Sharpor (St, 3); 47 Jami’h Rainer (Fr, 0) 

3. Anthony Poindexter (So,, 1); 22 Wally Elegbe (Fr., 0) 
40 
19 
23 
10 
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Marcus Bullett (Fr., 0); 23 Joe Williams (Jr, 2} 
Ronde Barber (Jr, 2); 49 Stephen Phelan (Jr. 2) 
Joe Willams Ur., 2); 14 Sam MeKiver (Sr, 2} 
Wilt Brice (Sr. 3) 
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“Virginia has played us as well as any team in 
the league over the past four years,” says former 
Maryland quarterback Scott Milanovich. “They 
have a great defensive line, and that allows them 
to drop cight guys back and still get pressure on 
the quarterback,” 

Senior outside linebackers James Farrior and 
Jamie Sharper provide big-play capability. They 
were Virginia's 1-2 tacklers a year ago and are 
postseason honors candidates. Missing is middle 
linebacker Skeet Jones, Virginia's defensive MVP 
in the 34-27 Peach Bowl victory over Georgia. 

Farrior led the way with 122 tackles. He also 


f= broke up nine passes, blocked two kicks, inter- 


cepted a pass and recovered a fumble. Sharper, 
the Cavaliers’ leading tackler in 1994, was in on 
95 stops in '95 despite missing two games with a 
knee injury. 

“They can rush the passer, play coverage and 
play man-to-man on backs,” Welsh says. 

The Cavs ranked second nationally with 25 
interceptions, but the lone returning starter in 
the secondary is junior cornerback Ronde Barber, 
Tiki’s ewin brother and a first-team all-conference 
selection in each of his first qwo seasons, Ronde 
has 12 career interceptions, eight of which came 
in 1994 when he was ACC Rookie of the Year. 

Junior Joe Williams started at cornerback 
against Florida State and can play either corner- 
back or safety. Sophomore Anthony Poindexter, 
who saw action both as a defensive back and line- 
backer and finished third on the team in tackles 
with 93, is expected to be a full-time safety this 
year. Senior Sam McKiver and freshman Marcus 
Bullett also will compete for a cornerback job. 

Senior All-America punter Will Brice averaged 
a league-leading 41.2 yards on 73 punts, includ- 
ing 17 boots of 50 yards or more. Remarkable 
statistics considering that he pooched 26 inside 
the 20-yard line. 

Senior kicker Rafael Garcia set Virginia records 
with 20 successful field goals (second nationally), 
including a record-tying 56-yarder against Texas, 
and 27 attempts, His 37 career field goals are one 
short of the school record, and he is eighth on the 
Cavaliers’ scoring list with 176 points. 

Wilkins ran back nine kickoffs for a 16.4-yard 
average. Tiki Barber will again return punts. 

“George Welsh has taken a program over 14 
years from where it was barely competitive in its 
own conference to where its nationally ranked 
and nationally respected,” Texas coach John 
Mackovie says. “They play their best against the 
best teams.” 

Welsh thinks the Cavaliers haye “enough talent 
to get to the seven- or eight-win level again, and 
hopefully better.” 

Welsh’s next victory will make him the win- 
ningest coach in ACC history (he's tied with Bill 
Dooley). Mark down another first-division finish 
for the Cavaliers and a seventh bowl trip in eight 
years, provided the newcomers at quarterback 
and on the offensive line deliver. 
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Michigan State Spartans 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 
1996 Pick: 


Nick Saban 
6-5-1 (4-3-1) 
6th Big Ten 


ay this much for Nick Saban: He doesn’t 

waste time. And he doesn't mince words. 

P After watching eventual national cham- 

pion Nebraska disassemble Michigan 

State 50-10 in his debut as the Spartans’ coach, 

Saban told the press, “To pur it blundy, I fele our 
players quit.” 

The perennially underachieving Spartans had 
worn that label before but never courtesy of their 
own mentor, Saban’s assessment apparently ignited 
his players, because by the end of the 1995 cam- 
paign, Michigan State had produced its first win- 
ning record in five years. 

The Spartans stunned rival Michigan and nearly 
upset Penn State, They won three road games and 
emerged from another with a tie. The Spartans also 
earned an invitation to the Independence Bowl, 
where they were defeated by LSU. Saban accom- 
plished the turnaround with an anonymous group 
that placed only two players — quarterback Tony 
Banks and offensive tackle Bob Denton — on the 
first- or second-team all-conference squads. That 
seemed somchow fitting for a hard-working, no- 
nonsense guy who might be the least-recognizable 
coach in the Big Ten, Saban equates press confer- 
ences with trips to the dentist and would rather 
spend a spring afternoon concocting a new blitz 
package than glad-handing alumni at a golf outing. 

Saban may be slightly ahead of schedule in his 
bid to resurrect one of the Midwest's sleeping grid- 
iron giants, But don’t think for a moment that he’s 
about to relax in his second season in East Lansing. 

“Now that we have a year behind us, we are 
looking forward to building on what we have 
worked to establish,” he says. “The team has a bet- 
ter idea of what we expect from them, and the 
coaches are more familiar with the returning play- 
ers. That should enhance our opportunity to 
improve for the coming season.” 

The Spartans face the unenviable task of replac- 
ing Banks, who passed for 3,781 yards in his wwo 
years as the starting signal-caller. The likely starter 
is junior Todd Schultz, who won two of his three 
starts when Banks went down with an injury last 
September. Schultz completed 52-of-83 passes for 
570 yards, but he was intercepted six times. 

His primary backup looks to be junior Damien 
Hiram, who played in five games. Sophomore Gus 
Ornstein, a transfer from Notre Dame, also is likely 
to contend for playing time. 

Junior tailback Marc Renaud hopes to pick up 
where he left off in a breakthrough season that saw 
him rush for 978 yards, Renaud scored just three 
touchdowns because the Spartans tended to give 
the ball to fullback Scott Greene near the goal line. 
Greene is gone, and junior Travis Reece looks to be 
his replacement. 

After Renaud, the experience level drops consid- 
erably. ‘The Spartans have a trio of backups — 
junior Antwain Patrick and sophomores Bill 
Greene and Andre Barkley — who have combined 
for 83 carries in their collegiate careers. 

Four of the top six pass catchers return. The Spar- 
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Derrick Mason 


tans have one of the Big Ten’s best in senior Derrick 
Mason, who finished fourth in the league with 4.3 
catches per game. 

Senior Nigea Carter (14.8 yards per reception) 
returns at flanker. Carter nabbed two touchdown 
passes, including a 25-yarder with 1:24 to go that 
sealed the upset win over Michigan. 

Junior Josh Keur returns at tight end. 

The right side of the offensive line is solid, with 
junior Flozell Adams at tackle and senior Brian 
Mosallam at guard. But there's inexperience at cen- 
ter. Redshirt freshman Casey Jensen and sopho- 
more Jason Strayhorn will compete for the starting 
job, while junior Scott Shaw is slated for left guard 
and junior Dave Mudge for left tackle. 

Michigan State conceded 207 rushing yards per 


depth (ia 


OFFENSE (5) 


Derrick Mason (Sr., 3); 19 Charles Clark Ur, 0) 
Dave Mudge Ur., 1); 75 Shane Adkins (Fr,, 0) 
Scott Shaw (Jr, 1); 74 Max Nixon (Fr., 0) 

Casey Jensen (Fr,, 0): 79 Jason Strayhom (So., 0) 
Brian Mosallam (Sr., 2); 72 Don Watker (Jr,, 2) 
Fiozell Adams (Jr., 2); 69 Josh Freeman Ur., 0) 
Josh Keur (Jt, 2); 87 Marcus Chapman (So., 1) 
Todd Schultz Ur., 1); 4 Damien Hiram {Jr., 1) 
Travis Reece Ur., 2); 45 Garett Gould (So., 1) 
Mare Renaud (Jr, 2); 32 Antwain Patrick Ur, 2) 
Nigea Carter (Sr.. 3); 20 Octavis Long (Jr.. 1) 
Chris Gardner (Jt., 2} 


DEFENSE (8) 


Dimithus Underwood {So.. 1); 93 Matt Laurino (Fr. 0) 
Greg Reid (Jr., 1); 95 Davarrio Carter (Fr., 0} 
Chris Smith (Sr., 3); 62 Robert Newkirk (Fr., 0) 
Jabbar Threats (Sr., 1); 23 Tim Laws (So., 0) 
Carl Reaves (Sr., 2); 53 Courtney Ledyard (So., 1) 
Reggie Garnett (Sr., 3); 37 Tyrone Garland Ur, 2) 
Ike Reese (Jr, 2); 56 Dwayne Hawkins (So., 1) 
Brian Echols (Sr., 3); 3 Amp Campbell (So., 0) 
Marvin Wright (St., 3); 29 Lemar Marshall (So., 1) 
Sorie Kanu (So,, 1); 28 Dan Hackenbracht (Jr, 1) 
Raymond Hill (Jr., 1); 36 Aldi Henry (Sr., 3) 

Roger Fieenor (Jr., 0) 
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game, second-worst in the Big Ten. It was a perfor- 
mance which must have been painful for Saban, 
who brought a reputation as a defensive wizard 
from the Cleveland Browns. 

If the rush defense is going to improve — and it 
must if the Spartans are to duplicate or surpass last 
years success — the four-man defensive front will 
have to step up. It also must do a better job pres- 
suring the quarterback; seven Big Ten teams totaled 
more sacks than the Spartans in 1995. 

The right side is in the capable hands of senior 
tackle Chris Smith, an all-conference candidate, 
and senior end Jabbar Threats, 

At left end, sophomore Dimitrius Underwood 


_ has shown promise. Junior Greg Reid is penciled in 


at left tackle. 

“We have better depth than a year ago,” Saban 
says. “But we still have a lot of improving to do.” 

The Spartan linebackers are tough and experi- 
enced and provide the backbone of what could be 
a punishing defense. 

The man in the middle is senior Reggie Garnett, 
who led the team in tackles with 111; he's likely to 
receive consideration as a Butkus Award candidate. 
Garnett is flanked by junior Ike Reese and senior 
Carl Reaves, who was third on the team in tackles 
with 84. 

This group comprises as good a linebacking corps as 
the Spartans have had since their Rose Bowl season of 
1987, when Percy Snow patrolled the middle. 

The secondary came under fire in season-ending 
losses to Penn State and LSU. Buc three of the four 
starters return: senior left safety Marvin Wright, 
sophomore right safety Sorie Kanu and junior right 
cornerback Raymond Hill. Senior Brian Echols is 
the likely starter on the left corner. 

“We have some experience in the secondary and 
that’s good, because it’s important that we improve 
on big plays allowed,” Saban says. 

Michigan State ranked 10th nationally in both 
kickoff and punt returns, thanks largely to Mason, 
the Big Ten’s all-time leading kickoff returner. 
Mason tallied 26.3 yards per return and uncorked 
two for touchdowns, including a 100-yard kickoff 
return in the Independence Bowl. He also ran back 
a punt fora TD. 

Placekicking will again be handled by junior 
Chris Gardner, who connected on 11-of-15 field- 
goal attempts last year. Junior Roger Fleenor is 
slated to take over the punting duties from Chris 
Salani, who graduated. 

During the off-season, Michigan State received a 
letter of inquiry from the NCAA about possible 
recruiting violations during the tenure of former 
head coach George Perles. During the winter, the 
university voluntarily cut its new 1996 scholarships 
to 23 from 25 and reduced the number of campus 
visits by prospects, 

Saban says he won't tolerate even a hint of impro- 
priety: “The football program at Michigan State 
reflects my belief in character, hard work and doing 
things the right way without cutting corners.” 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: Hayden Fry 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 8-4-0 (4-4-0) 
1996 Pick: 7th Big Ten 


¢ whispering began in the fall of 1994, 
when lowa stumbled to its second straight 
losing Big Ten record. Throughout the state, 
> faithful quietly wondered whether 
Hayden Fry had lost his touch. Some even sug- 
gested — quietly, of course — that the legendary 
coach should think about hanging up his whistle. 

But Fry wasn't about to do so. And wwo years 
later, he has the rabid followers of the Black and 
Gold talking again. But now they're speculating 
about a return to glory for lowa football and the 
possibility of the school’s first trip to the Rose 
Bowl since the 1990 season. 

‘Taken as a whole, last fall's 84 campaign was 
a model of inconsistency, The Hawkeyes won 
their first five games, mostly against overmatched 
opponents, then lost to Penn State, Ohio State, 
Illinois and Northwestern. Iowa concluded the 
campaign with decisive wins over Wisconsin and 


Minnesota. However, it was a 38-18 thrashing of 


Washington, the Pacific-10 co-champion, in the 
Sun Bowl that had Iowa fans exulting. 

Fry isn't given to hyperbole, but even he can't 
contain his enthusiasm, “Overall, | feel real good 
about this team,” he says. “We'll go into the sea- 
son with a lot of momentum and a great attitude.” 

The Hawkeyes are again strong at quarterback 
as a pair of veterans return: junior Matt Sherman, 
who started every game last fall, and senior Ryan 
Driscoll, who lost the starting job in 1994 when 
he broke his collarbone. Sherman threw for 2.546 
yards a year ago and finished third in the Big Ten 
in passing efficiency. He's 10-4 as a starter. 

“Any ume you have a quality veteran returning 
at quarterback you feel real good, and we've got 
two,” Fry says. 

As he enters his final season, Sedrick Shaw is 
already the most decorated running back at a 
school that has produced such standouts as Ron- 
nie Harmon, Ed Podolak, Nick Bell and Owen 
Gill. He is lowa’s career leader in rushing yards 
(3,040) and carries (613), and owns the single- 
season records for rushing yards (1,477) and 
rushing touchdowns (15). Shaw's next TD will be 
the 25th of his career, another record. 

Shaw, who was named the Sun Bowl MVP, is 
the type of runner who just keeps pounding until 
he has overwhelmed foes. If he rushes for 1,000 
yards in '96, Shaw will become only the seventh 
runner in Big ‘Ten history to hit that mark three 
times. Shaw's backup is junior Tavian Banks, who 
has the ability co start at almost any skill position. 

At fullback, senior Rodney Filer hopes to 
rebound from knee surgery. If not, lowa has a 
capable starter in sophomore Michael Burger. 

Standing just 5-9, Tim Dwight doesn’t look as 
though he would merit even single coverage, but 
Big ‘Ten defensive coordinators know better. The 
junior standour thrilled fans with nine touch- 
down grabs, 816 receiving yards and 46 catches. 
The Hawkeyes have another fine target in senior 
split end Demosesneeds Odems III, who caught 
19 passes for 338 yards last year. 


lowa Hawkeyes 
i= 


Usually one of lowa's strongest areas, the offen- 
sive line is a major concern as the fall approaches, 
with only senior left tackle Ross Verba and junior 
right guard Mike Goff returning. There are only 
two lettermen among the reserves, so depth is a 
problem, Senior Bill Reardon will take over at 
center and has his work cut out for him. 

“Next to quarterback, the hardest position for 
us to replace in our offense is center,” Fry says. 
“The line is too big a question mark for me to 
project how good our offense will be.” 

In its final three games, the Hawkeye defense 
allowed a combined total of 71 net yards rushing. 
That was an encouraging sign that a young but 
talented front wall was beginning to mesh. 

The tackles are sophomore Jared DeVries and 
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OFFENSE (7) 


Demo Odems (Sr., 3); 18 Damon Gibson (Js., 4) 
Ross Verba (Sr, 3): 61 Ted Serama (Sr., 1} 

Matt Reischi (So.. 1); 57 Keith Rigtrup (r,, 0} 

Bill Reardon (Sr., 3); 67 Chad Deal (Fr, 0} 

Mike Goff (Jr., 2); 59 Shalor Pryor (Fr,, 0) 

Jeremy McKinney (Jr, 2); 58 Jared Kerkhoff (So., 0} 
Chris Knipper (So., 0); 80 Zeron Flemister {Fr., 0} 
Matt Sherman (Jr, 2); 7 Ryan Driscoll (Sr., 2) 
Tim Dwight (Jr, 2); 1 Richard Willock (Jr. 1) 
Sedrick Shaw (St, 3); 22 Tavian Banks Ur.. 2) 
Michaei Burger (So., 1); 26 Aaron Granquist (Sr. 0} 
Zach Bromert (So., 1) 
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DEFENSE (7) 


Brett Chambers (Sr., 2); 28 Jason House {Jr.. 2) 
Jared DeVries (So., 1); 72 Epenesa Epenesa Ur. 0) 
Aron Klein (So., 1); 52 Steve English (So., 0) 
Jon LaFleur (Jr., 2); 99 Jon Ortlieb (Se,. 2) 
Bill Ennis-inge (Sr., 3); 40 Paul Moten (Fr., 0) 
37 Matt Hughes {So., 1): 36 Scott Yooer (Ur., 0) 
56 Vernon Rollins (So., 1}; 92 Mark Mitchell (Sr., 2} 
8 Tom Knight (Sr, 3): 30 Billy Coats {Sr.. 3) 
15 Kerry Cooks Ur., 2}; 33 J.P. Lange Ur.,.1) 

3 Damien Robinson (St, 3); 21 Eric Thigpen (So., 1) 
23° Plez Atkins (Jr., 2); 26 Ed Gibson Ur., 1) 
46 Nick Gallery (Sr. 3) 
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junior Jon LaFleur. DeVries capped an outstand- 
ing season by earning Most Valuable Lineman 
honors at the Sun Bowl. The best pass rusher, and 
possibly lowa’s best defensive player, is senior Bill 
Ennis-Inge, who recorded 12 sacks and 17 tack- 
les for losses last year. 

Nose guard, a key position in the Hawkeyes’ 
5-2 set, is perhaps the team’s greatest question 
mark, Aron Klein, a sophomore with only 13 
career tackles, is expected to. start, but he'll be 
pushed by sophomore Steve English. 

The Hawkeyes will sorely miss graduated 
Bobby Diaco, a second-team all-conference line- 


= backer who brought fire and experience to the 
- defense. He'll be replaced by sophomore Matt 


Hughes, who made a favorable impression on 
special teams. 

The top returnee is Vernon Rollins, who 
ranked second on the team with 100 tackles as a 


“Any time you have a 
quality veteran returni 
at quarterback you fee 
good, and we've got two.” 
— Hayden Fry 


redshirt freshman. Senior Mark Mitchell is the 
only other linebacker with a varsity letter. 

lowa intercepted 18 passes last year, returning 
four for touchdowns. Junior cornerback Plez 
Atkins led the Big Ten with six picks. He 
returned two for scores, as did the other corner- 
back, senior Tom Knight. Senior free safety 
Damien Robinson intercepted five passes. 

With two lettermen at every position, the sec- 
ondary ought to be even stronger in 1996. 

Punter Nick Gallery, a senior, was a first-team 
all-conference pick after leading the Big Ten with 
a 45.3-yard average. He recorded 13 punts of at 
least 50 yards and nailed back-to-back punts of 
71 and 70 yards against Ohio State. 

Zach Bromert, a walk-on freshman last year, 
hit 7-of-8 field goals and 35-of-36 extra points, 
Brion Hurley, a senior, lost his starting spot early 
in 1995 bur rebounded in the Sun Bowl, con- 
necting on field goals of 47, 49 and 50 yards. He 
handles kickoff chores and pooch punts. 

It's usually difficult to determine how good 
lowa is in September because Fry likes to load his 
non-conference schedule with walkovers. In 
1996, however, the Hawkeyes will face Arizona in 
the season opener, fast-improving lowa State the 
next week and unpredictable Tulsa the next. Fry's 
charges will learn much about themselves early. 

The Big Ten slate nicely suits lowa, looking for 
its first league title in six years. The toughest test 
isan Oct. 19 visit to Penn State. After that, lowa's 
toughest foes, Ohio State and defending league 
champ Northwestern, visit Kinnick Stadium. 

Hampered by injuries the last two seasons, 
lowa is due a break. If the Hawkeyes can remain 
healthy, don't be surprised to see them in the Rose 
Bowl hunt all year. 
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Brigham Young Cougars 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


LaVell Edwards 
7-4-0 (6-2-0) 
2nd WAC Mountain 


utside of three-putt greens and flowers 

that refuse to bloom, not much bothers 

‘LaVell Edwards, preparing for his 25th 
season as Brigham Young's coach. 

Well, add losing to Urah to the short list. 

The Utes’ three-year reign over their rival 
sounds like a straight-sets tennis victory: 34-31, 
34-31, 34-17. 

“No question about it, it’s something we have 
to get squared away,” says Edwards. 

The Cougars still earned a share of the WAC 
title last year, though they received no bow! invi- 
tation for the first time since 1977. While the 
Utah streak hovered above the Cougars all winter, 
the true off-season motivator was the scheduling 
of a Pigskin Classic meeting in Provo with Texas 
A&M in August. That game and a mid-Septem- 
ber visit to Washington will determine whether 
BYU makes any national impact. 

As for the WAC Mountain Division, the race 
could come down to BYU vs, Utah in Sale Lake 
City in the Cougars’ 13th game of the season. 
BYU will try to play twice more after that — in 
the WAC championship game and in a bowl. 

Even though the Cougars stayed home for the 
holidays in 1995, Colorado State coach Sonny 
Lubick still compares his program to BYU's, 
envying the Cougars consistency. 

“They just keep rolling ‘em out,” Lubick says. 

Senior Steve Sarkisian was the first quarterback 
to arrive at BYU as a junior college transfer and 
start immediately. He adjusted smoothly, com- 
pleting 64.9 percent of his passes for 3,437 yards 
and 20 scores, with 14 interceptions. 

“They have a tremendous system,” says Col- 
orado State defensive coordinator Larry Kerr. 
“They find good athletes and teach them very 
well, It seems like they just reload all the time.” 

And once Sarkisian became comfortable with 
the system, he thrived. 

“(He) had some amazing games last year,” says 
Air Force coach Fisher DeBerry, whose team Sark- 
isian faced in his first major college start. 

Fresno State coach Jim Sweeney says, “He does 
so much; he works the route left, he works the 
route right. And when he’s out of options, he 
finds the receiver who has blocked as long as he 
could block. That's extremely difficult to do.” 

Sarkisian suffered from inconsistency during 
the season but shined in the last game at Fresno 
State, completing 31-of-34 passes for 399 yards 
and three touchdowns. 

Sophomore Paul Shoemaker is his backup. 

After losing versatile fullback Hema Heimuli, 
BYU needs senior Mark Atuaia to assume greater 
responsibilities. Atuaia rushed for 374 yards and 
caught 15 passes last year. 

Junior Dustin Johnson, sophomore Aaron 
Cupp and redshirt freshman Ned Stearns have 
shown encouraging signs. The key running back 
could be junior college transfer Brian McKenzie, 
who reports in August. Senior [tula Mili also car- 
ries the ball occasionally as an H-back, 
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Seniors K.O. Kealaluhi and Kaipo McGuire 
appear ready to step forward as the primary wide 
receivers after catching 28 and 24 passes respec- 
tively. Senior James Dye, who played running 
back at Utah State and then moved to defense 
after transferring to BYU, is back on offense and 
could give the Cougars the speed they have often 
lacked at receiver. Juco transfer Aaron Roderick 
and junior Jared Kennedy could also join the 
rotation. 

Senior tight end Chad Lewis caught 31 passes 
before an ankle injury ended his season in the 
cighth game. Mili, who will line up in a variety of 
positions, tallied 36 receptions in seven games, 
missing four contests while suspended. 

Cougar line coach Roger French experimented 


wi chart | 


OFFENSE (6) 


K.0, Kealaluhi (Sr., 3); Ben Cahoon Ur., 0) 
Kolpo McGuire (Sr., 3); James Dye (Sr., 1) 
Chad Lewis (St., 3); Itula Mili (Sr, 3) 

Eric Bateman {So., 1); Charles Jones (Jt, 0) 
Greg Hoagland (Jr., 0); Nathan Howard (So... 0} 
Larry Moore (Sr., 1): Murray Zogy (Sr., 1) 
James Johnson (St., 3); Jason Andersen Ut., 1) 
Matt Cox (Jr,, 2): Joho Tait (Fr.. 0) 

Steve Sarkisian (St., 1); Poul Shoemaker (So., 1) 
Dustin Johnson Ur, 1); Ned Stearns (Fr., 0) 
Mark Atuaia (St., 3); Aaron Cupp (So., 1) 
Ethan Pochman {Sr,, 0); Cade Schoerret (J, 0) 


DEFENSE (7) 
Ed Kehi (So., 1); Byron Frisch (Fr. 0) 
Henry Bioomfield (Se, 1); Shane Magaiel (Fr., 0) 
Harland Ah You (Jr, 1): Issish Magalel (Fr., 0) 
Daren Yancey (So. 1); Ed Lamb (Sx, 1) 
Grad Martin (So., 1); Donny Atuate (Fr,. 0} 
Shay Muirbrook (S¢., 3); Spencer Reid (Ur., 2) 
Dennis Simmons (Sr, 3); Nate Foreman (Fr. 0) 
Dustin Staley {So., 1); Nikia McKinney (Jr., 0) 
Eddie Sampson (Sr., 2); Tyier Nelson (Fr., 0) 
Lane Hale (Sr, 1}; Jason Walker (So., 1) 
Tim McTyer (St, 1): Ben Cook (Ur, 1) 
Alan Boardman (S¢, 3) 
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in spring drills, trying to make sure his best five 
linemen were on the field. He switched All-WAC 
guard Larry Moore to center and shifted senior 
James Johnson from tackle to guard. 

Junior Matt Cox is expected to move into 
Johnson's right tackle position, with sophomore 
Eric Bateman at left tackle and junior Greg 
Hoaglund at right guard. Freshman Jon Tait fig- 
ures to play at tackle. 

The Cougars’ defensive line is young, Redshirt 
freshman Byron Frisch and sophomore Daren 
Yancey will rotate with sophomore Ed Kehl at 
defensive end, Senior Henry Bloomfield and 
junior Harland Ah You will play the tackle spots. 

“The mainstay of our defense is Shay Muir- 
brook,” says Sarkisian. “When he’s playing good, 
the entire defense is playing good,” 

Middle linebacker Muirbrook garnered first- 
team All-WAC honors and had four games with 
at least 10 tackles, including 12 stops against 
UCLA. Sophomore Brad Martin is on the strong 
side with Dennis Simmons manning the weak 
side. Junior Spencer Reid is a quality backup. 

The Cougar secondary made a comeback last 
season, intercepting 14 passes (five more than 
the year before). The defensive backs’ improve- 
ment helped BYU move to fourth in the WAC in 
total defense. 

Senior safety Eddie Sampson led the team in 
tackles with 9.5 stops a game and in interceptions 
with five. Senior cornerback Tim McTyer 
grabbed four interceptions. 

“Our defensive backs laid a lot of big hits on 
people,” says Sarkisian. “They let people know 
that when they catch the ball, they're going to pay 
a price.” 

Senior Lane Hale should be solid at strong 
safery, but BYU needs help at the cornerback spot 
opposite Meclyer. Sophomore Dustin Staley 
earned the job in the spring, but substantial con- 
tributions are expected in August from juco 
transfer Omarr Morgan. 

Dye led the nation with a 21.9-yard average on 
20 punt returns, including touchdown runbacks 
of 84 yards against San Diego State and 90 yards 
against Wyoming. He added a 75-yard return 
against Tulsa, 

Roderick will join Dye on kickoff returns. 
Senior Alan Boardman is a dependable punter, 
with a 41.2-yard average last year. Placckicking 
was a problem for much of last season, but Ethan 
Pochman had an encouraging spring. 

The Cougars will always contend for WAC 
championships. “They are BYU, and they have 
that winning attitude,” says New Mexico defen- 
sive end Buddy Billingsley. 

The first three non-conference games 
(Arkansas State between Texas A&M and Wash- 
ington) will reveal much about this team. Regard- 
less, the Mountain Division race should be 
settled Nov, 23 at Urah. BYU was 5-38—4 against 
Utah before Edwards assumed command, then 
went 19-2 before the recent 0-3 stumble. 


ATHLON FoOoTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: Dick Tomey 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 6-5-0 (4—4-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th Pac-10 


nen T think about last season, what I 
hink about is the last quarter of the 
last game,” says Arizona coach Dick 
y. That's something to build on.” 

During a 61-second span against rival Arizona 
State, Wildcat quarterback Dan White threw a 
six-yard touchdown pass to tailback Gary ‘Taylor, 
and tackle Joe Salave'a picked up a fumble by Sun 
Devil QB Jake Plummer, returning it six yards for 
a touchdown to knot the score at 28. On their 
next possession, the Wildcats drove to a game- 
clinching field goal. 

‘The win puta happy ending on a season that had 
begun with high hopes that were dashed by the 
death of tight end Damon Terrell and what ‘Tomey 
calls the team’s worst season of injuries since 1991. 

The grit Arizona displayed in last fall's final 
quarter and 17 returning starters give Tomey rea- 
son to believe that the 6-5 record was an aberra- 
tion and that, this year, the Wildcats will again 
challenge for a Pacific-10 title. 

White's replacement will be junior Brady Batten, 
who is more mobile and has enough experience 
(26-of-60 passing for 362 yards and three touch- 
downs last fall) to settle in quickly. Batten will be 
pushed by redshirt freshman Keith Smith, whose 
size (5-10, 185 pounds) made many recruiters 
skittish but whose passing records were enough to 
keep Arizona interested. He threw for a California 
high school-record 4,244 yards as.a senior and a 
state-record 9,971 yards in three seasons. 

Both will benefit from new offensive coordina- 
tor Homer Smith, whose imaginative schemes 
proved eminently successful in two tours at 
UCLA and two ar Alabama. 

Taylor, a senior tailback, rushed for 714 yards 
and caught 33 passes for 290 more. He also hit 
White with a 13-yard touchdown pass on a 
throwback play against Oregon State. Taylor will 
be pressed by redshire freshman Leon Blunt, a 
transfer, and by the knowledge that Arizona's 
1995 running game was woeful. 

Depth will be provided by sophomore Scooter 
Sprotte and junior Kevin Schmidtke (77 carries, 
203 yards), the Wildcats’ second-leading rusher. 

Fullback Charles Myles, a junior, totaled 180 
tough yards on 49 carries for a team that ranked 
last in the Pac-10 in rushing touchdowns (seven), 
yards per game (103.6) and average per carry (2.7). 

Senior Richard Dice is a rugged, sure-handed 
receiver who missed five games because of a knee 
injury, then returned to catch four passes for 68 
yards and a touchdown against Arizona State. He 
had ACL surgery in the off-season. Dice finished 
1995 with 25 receptions for 443 yards and six 
touchdowns. Junior wideout Rodney Williams, 
who registered two 100-yard games last fall, 


makes it difficult for foes to double-cover Dice. 
Imposing sophomore tight end Mike Lucky 
(6-6, 251), a devastating blocker, averaged an 
impressive 19.8 yards on five catches. 
The veteran offensive front wall features an all- 
senior starting cast. Still, this is the same offensive 


Arizona Wildcats 


Richard Dice 


line that allowed 34 quarterback sacks in ‘95. 

Ian McCutcheon, who suffered knee problems 
last fall, and Willie Walker are the tackles. The 
guards are Frank Middleton and ‘Tevete Usu, 
both of whom will be challenged by redshirt 
freshman Yusuf Scott, a 365-pounder who has 
been moved from the defense. The center is 
Wayne Wyatt. 

Arizona's Desert Swarm defense, led by All- 
American ‘Tedy Bruschi and All-Pac-10 Chuck 
Osborne, is no more. This fall, Salave'a will 
anchor a line that has produced Lombardi Award 
finalists in each of the last three seasons. Salave’a 
notched 37 tackles, including 9 for losses, last 
season. The other tackle is sophomore Daniel 
Greer (17 stops). Senior Van Tuinei returns at one 


depth 


OFFENSE (10) 


Richard Dice (Sr., 3); 5 Ron Holmes, (So., 1) 
lan McCutcheon (Sr., 1); 75 Jose Portilla Ur., 0} 
Frank Middleton (Sr, 1); David Watson (Sr, 1) 
Wayne Wyatt (Sr., 1); 78 Mike Mannelly (r., 0} 
Tevete Usu (Sr., 1); 60 Rusty James (Jr, 0} 
Willie Waker (Sz, 2); 76 Ryan Turley Ur. 0) 
Mike Lucky (So., 1); 99 Mike Metzier (Sr. 2} 
Brady Batten (Jr, 2}: 14 Ryan Hesson (Sr., 3) 
Rodney Williams (Jt. 1); 89 Sy Gerry Cook Lir., 0) 
Gary Taylor (Sr., 3); 6 Scooter Sprotte (So., 1) 
Charles Myles (Jr., 2); 36 Sadiki Johnson Ur., 0) 
Mark McDonald (So., 1) 
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DEFENSE (7) 


Van Tuinei (Sr. 1): 79 Bryan Mulvena (So., 0) 
Daniel Greer (So., 1): 49 Cai McCray (Sr., 1} 

Joe Salave’a (Sr., 2); 93 Steve Tafua (Jr, 0) 
Chato Jackson (Sr., 3): 94 James Lewis (Fr., 0} 
Jimmy Sprotte (Jr, 2); 37 Armon Williams (Sr, 2) 
Chester Burnett (Jt., 2); 54 Marcus Bell (Fr., 0) 
Mike Sziauko (Jr., 2); 31 DaShon Polk (So. 1) 
Kelly Maiveaux (Jr., 2);7 Kelwn Hunter (Fr., 0) 
Mikal Smith (So., 1); 29 Chuck Rich Ur., 2) 
Rafeil Jones (So., 1}; 23 David Fipp Ur. 1) 
Rashee Johnson (Sz, 1); 26 Skeeter Harreigion (Jr., 2} 
Matt Peyton (Sr., 3) 
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end after posting a 6 %-sack "95 campaign. Senior 
Chato Jackson, who patiently waited for Bruschi 
to move on, will start at the other end position. 

Junior Chester Burnett rebounded from 1994 
injuries to become the Wildcats’ second-leading 
tackler last fall (58 stops) from his inside line- 
backer spot, despite sharing playing time with 
junior Mike Szlauko. Burnete and Szlauko will 
start at the inside positions, with junior Jimmy 
Sprotte (Scooter’s brother and a six-game starter in 
°95) starting on the outside. 

Another possibility for the outside spot is senior 
Armon Williams, an exceptional special teams 
player who missed the last six games with mononu- 


- cleosis but had performed so impressively to that 


point that he was selected an All-Pac-10. special 
teams performer. Freshman Dolphin Tillman and 
sophomore DaShon Polk provide depth. 

Junior cornerback Kelly Malveaux is a two-year 


With 17 starters back, 
Tomey has reason 
to believe the Wildcats 
can again challenge 
for a Pacific-10 title. 


starter who sparked a pass defense that was ranked 
tops in the Pac-10 in efficiency, conceding just 
12.5 completions and 143.4 passing yards per 
game. Senior Rashee Johnson is the other corner. 

The safeties are sophomores Mikal Smith, who 
started three games as a freshman last season before 
breaking his left leg, and Rafell Jones, who replaces 
two-time Al-Pac-10 selection Brandon Sanders. 
Junior Chuck Rich and redshirt freshman Kelvin 
Hunter offer depth. 

Sophomore Mark McDonald handled kickoff 
duties last season and steps into the big shoes of 
the departed Jon Prasuhn, Senior Matt Peyton 
brings a new dimension to punting, confounding 
opponents with his ability co run left or right and 
execute the punt, rugby-style, with either foot, 
away from return men. That helped him post a net 
average of 38.6 yards on 78 punts, 26 of which 
were downed inside the opposition’s 20-yard line. 

Arizona coaches would prefer that someone 
other than Dice handle punt returns because of 
the knee problems he experienced. But Dice 
offers excellent hands and a 13.3-yard return 
average. Scooter Sprotte will be the primary kick- 
off-return specialist. 

The Desert Swarm is gone, but that name or a 
suitable substitute could be resurrected once the 
defense hits its stride — and that probably will be 
quickly. 

The Wildcats need help on offense, and hiring 
Smith as the coordinator should be a key step 
toward developing a solid unit. Smith will have to 
get more out of the running game if Arizona is to 
be successful, but perhaps noc that much more, 
because the defense has the potential to put the 
Wildcats in a position to defeat virtually any 
opponent. 
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Illinois Fighting Illini 


Head Coach: Lou Tepper 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 5-5-1 (3-4-1) 
1996 Pick: 8th Big Ten 


everal measures show the futility of IIli- 
nois football last season. The 5-5-1 over- 
1 record was disheartening, and the 
ig Ten mark was the worst since 1987. 

Nationally, the offense was rated 102nd, and 
the running game was ranked last in the confer- 
ence and 91st in the nation despite a 1,051-yard 
showing by tailback Robert Holcombe. The Illini 
scored fewer than 10 points in four games. 

Bur as telling as these figures are, there is 
another that is perhaps the best indicator of just 
how woefully the Illini offense performed last 
season: Illinois’ punter kicked for more yards 
than the team’s offense totaled all season. 

The responsibility again falls to offensive coor- 
dinator Paul Schudel, but the accountability will 
be placed on coach Lou ‘Tepper, who has two 
years remaining on a five-year contract. 

Schudel and Tepper expect improvement sim- 
ply because the team has more experience with 
Schudel’s system, and last year's makeshift offen- 
sive line has had time to heal. 

“The media and fans were really down and dis- 
appointed last year,” says Tepper. “This year, we 
have a much different concept of where our 
offense is going to be. It’s a matter of our players 
maturing. 

“We couldnt: utilize all that offense because of 
the conditions we had a year ago. Hopefully, we'll 
be able to execute this year a lot better and stay 
healthy.” 

It isn’t just the offense that may bedevil Tepper 
this fall, however. Illinois, which in recent years 
has touted itself as the “New Linebacker U.,” 
must find replacements for the outside lineback- 
ing tandem of Simeon Rice and Kevin Hardy. 
The Illini must also toughen up in the trenches. 

That will be no easy task, but Tepper believes 
the requisite talent is lurking somewhere in past 
recruiting classes. Experience, however, is not. 

Experience isn't lacking at quarterback, but 
senior Scott Weaver needs consistency. This will 
be the first year he won't be looking over his 
shoulder at the bench. Weaver was 2-2 as a 
starter in "95 but needs to minimize mistakes. He 
surrendered one interception for every 10 pass 
attempts and has thrown nearly twice as many 
career interceptions (15) as touchdowns (eight). 

“My play took a step backward,” Weaver con- 
cedes. “The whole offense took a step backward, 
but we're on the same page and improving.” 

With the return of Holcombe, a junior, and the 
switch back to tailback of senior Ty Douthard, 
the Illini have one of the top rushing duos in the 
Big Ten. Douthard, who played fullback last fall, 
was the second-leading receiver on the team. 

Illinois is still looking for a dependable fullback. 
‘Time is running out for senior Rodney Byrd, who 
has only eight career carries, and he will be chal- 
lenged by redshirt freshman Elmer Hickman. 

Senior flanker Jason Dulick, the Illini’s leading 
receiver in "95, will likely share time with sopho- 
more Rob Majoy, 
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In spring drills, split end Marquis Mosely re-frac- 
tured the collarbone he broke last fall, but he hopes 
to be ready for a major role. Sophomore George 
McDonald, a converted running back and high 
school option quarterback who starred for the Illini 
track team, could see playing time. 

Matt Cushing, who averaged 12.9 yards per 
catch, returns for his junior year at tight end. His 
backup will be sophomore Conrad Adams. 

The front wall must show improvement and 
consistency if Illinois’ running game is to make 
any strides. Injuries and inexperience forced Tep- 
per to use six different starting line combinations, 
and he has assigned two coaches, including 
Schudel, to develop the unit. 

Senior Chris Koerwitz, the most experienced 


depth i 


OFFENSE (9) 


Matt Cushing (Js, 2); 80 Conrad Adams (So., 1) 
Jay Kuchenbecker (Sr., 1); 78 Chico Brown (So., 1) 
Chris Koerwitz (St., 2); 64 Mike Flaar {Fr,, 0) 
Chris Brown (Jr., 1); 62 Tom Schau (So., 1) 
Brent Taylor (Js., 1); 71 Antoine McNutt (Fr., 0) 
Ryan Schau (So., 1); 67 J.P. Machado (Fr., 0) 
Marquis Mosely (Jr., 2}; 6 George McDonald (So. 1) 
Scott Weaver (Sr., 3); 12 Mark Hoekstra (So., 0) 
Robert Holcombe (Jr, 2}; 7 Ty Douthard (Sr., 3) 
Rodney Byrd (Sr., 3); 32 Elmer Hickman (Ff., 0) 
Jason Dulick (Sr, 3); 22 Rob Majoy (So., 1) 
Bret Scheuplein (Jr., 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Ryan Murphy (So., 1); 99 Cyron Brown Ur., 1) 
Garrett Johnson (So., 1); 96 Ola Allbalogun (So., 0) 
Paul Marshall (St, 3); 85 Mike McGee (Fr., 0) 
Rameel Connor (Fr., 0); $1 Maurice Lawrence {Sr., 0} 
Dennis Stallings (Sr. 2); 49 Oku Satcher (Ff., 0) 
David James (Jr., 2); 41 Eric Guenther (So,, 1) 
Manuel! Strong (Fr., 0); 48 Danny Clark (Fr., 0} 
Trevor Starghill (Jr, 2); 17 Terence Marable (So., 1) 
Mike Gusich (So., 1); 24 Asim Pleas (Fr., 0) 
Toriano Woods (Sr., 3); 19 Steve Willis (So., 4) 
James Willlams (Jt., 1); 33 Tony Francis (Fr., 0) 
Jason Higgins (Fr. 0) 
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member of the group, is being moved from center 
to left guard, while senior Jay Kuchenbecker, who 
gained valuable experience as a seven-game starter 
at guard, should help solidify the left side at 
tackle. Chris Brown, who started all 11 games at 
right tackle, will anchor the line at center. 

A pair of 300-plus-pounders will battle for the 
right guard spot: Antoine McNutt, a 345-pound 
redshirt freshman, and 319-pound junior Brent 
Taylor, a three-game starter. Sophomore Ryan 
Schau, who started five games last season before 
being injured, will play right tackle. 

Tepper's defensive goal is to toughen his men in 


; the trenches, and he'll be counting on senior nose 
tackle Paul Marshall, the team’s third-leading 


returning tackler. Sophomore Garrett Johnson 
finished the season with five tackles for losses, 
two sacks and one fumble recovery. He'll hold 
down one tackle spot; untested freshman Rameel 
Connor will man the other. 

The main question at linebacker involves who 
will replace Rice and Butkus Award winner 
Hardy. Junior Cyron Brown saw some playing 
time behind Rice at rush linebacker and will vie 
for the position with sophomore Ryan Murphy. 
Hardy’s replacement is more of a concern as two 
redshirt freshmen, Manuel Strong and Danny 
Clark, are the prime candidates. 

Inside linebacker should be a strength for the 
Illini. Senior Dennis Stallings was overshadowed 
by the media attention given Rice and Hardy, but 
he actually led the team in solo tackles with 90. 
He also grabbed three interceptions and forced 
two fumbles, and could be a candidate for the 
Illini’s third-straight Butkus Award. Junior David 
James, who also had an active fall (78 tackles), 
will team on the inside with Stallings. 

Illinois was first in the Big Ten in pass defense last 
season. However, the Illini will not only have to 
retool their pass rush but also their safeties due to 
the departures of Tyrone Washington and Antwoine 
Patton. Senior Toriano Woods, a converted receiver, 
may be the primary question mark at free safety. 
Mike Gusich played in eight games at strong safety 
asa true freshman and should improve. 

Junior Trevor Starghill returns at one corner. 
Junior James Williams will get the nod at the 
other corner, though redshirt freshman ‘Tony 
Francis could challenge. 

With the departure of Brett Larsen, Illinois loses 
a consistent 40-yard punter. The top candidate to 
replace him is Jason Higgins, a redshirt freshman. 

Junior Bret Scheuplein returns as the place- 
kicker. Mosely could handle punt returns with 
Majoy. McDonald and fellow sophomore Steve 
Havard will handle kickoffs. 

Illinois again starts with a tough schedule, visit- 
ing Michigan and Arizona and hosting Southern 
California in the first three games. The Illini could 
challenge for a fourth- or fifth-place finish in the 
Big Ten and return to a bowl game after last year's 
disappointment. The question is this: How good 
must they be for Tepper’s contract to be renewed? 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Joe Tiller 
6-5-0 (4-4-0) 
2nd WAC Pacific 


yoming football seasons seemingly 
| always ride on November. Typically, the 
' Cowboys play average football most of 
the ye year, then finish at roughly the break-even point, 

Almost every season, coach Joe Tiller’s career Wyo- 
ming record falls within a game or two of the .500 
mark. The latest tally: 29-28-1. For one off-season, 
at least, he could drive around Laramie as the winner 
of the “Wyoming 500.” 

The Cowboys closed 1995 with three straight vic- 
tories, including an upset of San Diego State on the 
road, to finish on the plus side (6-5) for the season 
— and for Tiller's five-year career. 

Prior to the fast finish, Wyoming seemed to be on 
the verge of collapsing in November, having lost to 
eventual WAC co-champions BYU, Colorado State 
and Utah by a total of only 16 points. It was dis- 
heartening, 

“But coming out the next week, after three losses 
in a row, and beating San Diego State, a team that 
had won six in a row, on the road really showed me 
something,” Tiller says. “At the end, this team was 
certainly much better than it was a month earlier.” 

Statistically, the "95 Cowboys performed better 
than average. They ranked second in the WAC in 
total defense and third in total offense. Wyoming's 
downfall was turnovers, as the team lost a league- 
high 34 and wound up last in the WAC with a 
minus-12 turnover ratio. 

Senior quarterback Josh Wallwork experienced 
numerous setbacks during his first major college sea- 
son. He dealt with a rib injury, a sprained ankle, a 
shoulder strain and the death of a family member, all 
while passing for 2,363 yards and 21 touchdowns, 
with a 60 percent completion rate. Wallwork missed 
one game, a loss at Tulsa, and parts of three others, 
but kept firing. 

“When he’s in there, he makes a big difference,” 
BYU coach LaVell Edwards says. 

The Cowboys struggled in the middle of the se: 
son when Wallwork and senior running back fon 
Sexton were simultaneously sidelined with injuries. 
It was no coincidence that Wyoming thrived at the 
end of the year when Sexton was doing his best run- 
ning. The junior college uansfer ran for 100-plus 
yards in owo of the last three games, finishing with 
810 yards in only nine contests. Another transfer, 
Jermaine McDowell, added 636 yards. 

Working with new quarterbacks last year, wide 
receiver: Marcus Harris practically duplicated his 
outstanding 1994 season. He caught 71 passes for 
1,431 yards and 11 touchdowns as a sophomore, 
and grabbed 78 balls for 1,423 yards and 14 scores 
as a junior. 

“He has tremendous talent,” says Colorado State 
defensive coordinator Larry Kerr. “I havent seen any- 
body shut the guy down. You just hope to take away 
the big play from him. He combines all the skills that 
any great receiver wants.” 

Now a senior, Harris should chase all of the 
school receiving records. Even though, as Kerr says, 
Harris is Wyoming's “go-to guy,” the fact that the 
Cowboys return two seniors, A-back David Saraf 


1, 
Marcus Harris 


and wide receiver Richard Peace, and sophomore 
tight end Kirby Drube means that opposing 
defenses cannot gear everything to stopping Harris. 

AIl-WAC right tackle Steve Scifres, a senior, will 
anchor the offensive line for the fourth season. Sci- 
fres has started all 35 games the last three years and 
has allowed only one sack in 24 WAC contests. Jun- 
ior Rob Bohlinger is set to start at left tackle, while 
junior Jay Korth is a returning starter at left guard 
and an AIl-WAC pick. Senior Robert Rathbun is 
back at center. Junior Shane Glasser could start at 
right guard. 

If the nwo new line starters perform well, Wyo- 
ming could have one of the WAC’s most consistent 
and explosive offenses this fall. 

Having lost both starting defensive ends, team 
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OFFENSE (10) 


Marcus Harris (Se, 3); 81 Bratens Derenoncourt (So.. 1) 
Kirby Drube (So., 2); 91 Greg Kul (Sr. 1) 

Rob Bohlinger (Jt, 1); 63 Demetrius Hamilton Ur. 0} 
Jay Korth (Jt., 2); 66 Terry Staggs (So, 0) 
Robert Rathbun (Sr, 2); 51 Jeff Smith (So., 0} 
Shane’ Glasser (Jr,, 2); 72 Nate Setk (Fr., 0) 
Steve Scifres (Sr, 3); 75 Trifon Demos (Fr., 0) 
Richard Peace (St, 3): 83 Wendel Montgomery (Fr.. 0} 
Josh Wallwork (St, 1); 15 Jotin Dewis (Sr. 1) 
David Saraf (Sr, 1); 80 Dallas Rose (Sr,, 1) 

Len Sexton (St, 1); 34 Marques Brigham (So.. 1) 
Cory Wedel (Jt. 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Jason Dreessen (Fr., 0); 90 Jeff Leonard (r., 0} 
Patrick Larson (Sr, 3); 31 Monti Perry (Sr.. 2) 
Brent Leu (St, 2); 95 Mike Graham (r., 1) 
Stuart Hanson (Jr,, 2); 88 Jerol Haynes (Fr., 0) 
Jay Jenkins (St. 3); 59 Micah Christensen Ur, 0) 
Jim Talich (Jr., 2); 54 Kalim Underwood (Jr.. 0) 
Chuck Polson (Sr,, 3); 50 0. Blot (Fr., 0) 
Je'Ney Jackson (Jt, 2); 24 Waymon Levingston (Se., 3} 
Greg Van Leer (Jr, 2); 20 Trent Garnble (Fr. 0) 
Brian Lee (Jr. 2); 25 T.W. Steele (Ft.. 0) 

Lee Vaughn (Sc, 3); 22 Roddie Duncan (Fr., 0) 
Chris Stanton (So.; 0) 
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Wyoming Cowboys 


sack co-leaders Mark Brook and Joe Cummings, 
Tiller's staff offered scholarships to three junior 
college ends — and they all accepted. Aaron 
Bentley, who registered 18 sacks at Monterey 
Peninsula College last year, will compete with fel- 
low transfers Jeff Leonard and Jay Wojtkiewicz, 
and probable starters Stuart Hanson, a junior, 
and redshirt freshman Jason Dreessen. 

The tackles, seniors Patrick Larson and Brent 
Leu, are returning starters who combined for 
eight sacks. 

Foes know the Cowboys will play aggressively 
for second-year defensive coordinator Brock Spack. 

“The one thing | remember about Wyoming is 
that they blitzed with linebackers and dropped 
defensive ends into coverage,” says BYU quarter- 
back Steve Sarkisian, “I threw an interception to 
a defensive tackle, so I got razzed about that.” 


Middle linebacker Jim Talich led the Cowboys 


Air Force coach 
Fisher DeBerry says 
the Cowboys “might 
be the team to beat.” 


with nine tackles a game as a sophomore, and he's 
back. Senior Jay Jenkins returns at strong-side 
linebacker, but Wyoming lost both Jason Holanda 
and Randy Karliner on the weak side. That could 
open the way for senior Chuck Polson or junior 
college transfer Kalim Underwood. 

Junior strong safery Greg Van Leer and senior 
right cornerback Lee Vaughn cach intercepted 
three passes, and they join junior free safety Brian 
Lee and junior left corner Je’Ney Jackson in a 
solid secondary unit. Jackson's 98-yard return of 
an interception against UTEP broke a school 
record that had stood for 69 years. 

The secondary led the defense’s turnaround last 
season, as the Cowboys allowed a WAC-low eight 
touchdown passes while picking off 15. 

Wyoming lost Brian Gragert, the nation’s No. 2 
punter, and needs someone, perhaps sophomore 
Chris Stanton, to emerge. Placekicking is not a 
concern, thanks to Cory Wedel. As a sophomore, 
he made 14-of-18 field-goal tries and all 39 extra- 
point attempts. Sophomore Marques Brigham 
and Peace are productive kickoff returners, aver- 
aging more than 22 yards last season. Punt returns 
will be handled by Van Leer or sophomore 
Brahms Derenoncourt. 

When Wallwork and Sexton were healthy, 
Wyoming was as productive offensively as any 
other WAC team last season. 

Only turnovers can hamper the Cowboy 
attack. Defensively, the play of junior college 
ends will be vital. Brook and Cummings were 
underrated, and the Cowboy secondary becomes 
very average without a consistent pass rush. 

If the front seven perform well, Wyoming will 
contend in the Pacific Division. In fact, Air Force 
coach Fisher DeBerry says the Cowboys “might 
be the team to beat.” 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (ACC): 
1996 Pick: 


Mack Brown 
7-5-0 (4-4-0) 
6th ACC 


hange is the operative word for the North 
Carolina Tar Heels and coach Mack 
Brown, 

A 20-10 Carquest Bowl win over Arkansas 
provided some consolation, but no one in Chapel 
Hill, including Brown, was satisfied with the 6-5 
regular-season record. The parts were present, but 
they never quite meshed. 

Result: major changes. 

Brown hired former Tulane head coach and 
Georgia assistant Greg Davis as offensive coordi- 
nator, former LSU assistant Ron Case as sec- 
ondary coach and ex-Virginia aide and North 
Carolina alumnus Ken Mack as running backs 
coach. 

And with the new faces comes a new philoso- 
phy, and a new offense based on what the NFL's 
San Francisco 49ers and Dallas Cowboys do. 

“We'll be working away from the option, using 
more split backs, one-back and four-wideout 
sets,” says Brown. “Icll be more along pro lines, 
and that should help in recruiting the top 
receivers. 

Spring practice concluded with two major can- 
didates at quarterback: junior college transfer 
Chris Keldorf and sophomore Oscar Davenport, 
last year’s top backup who has returned after 
recovering from a knee injury, Davenport's fresh- 
man numbers were modest: 12-of-22 passing for 
151 yards and one touchdown. 

Senior tailback Leon Johnson is one of the 
country’s premier runners and a possible Heis- 
man candidate, In the 20-10 Carquest Bowl 
comeback win over Arkansas, Johnson rushed for 
195 yards (a school bowl record) and scored the 
clinching touchdown on a 28-yard run. As a 
three-year starter, Johnson has rushed for 2,780 
yards, caught passes for 907 and scored 37 touch- 
downs. His 234 total points ties legendary Char- 
lie Justice for second place among, all-time ‘Tar 
Heel scorers. Johnson should be an excellent fit 
when Brown uses the one-back offense. 

Junior Mike Geter and senior Maurice McGre- 
gor provide experienced support at tailback. 

Senior fullback Chris Watson (36 carries, 131 
yards) goes about his business of lead -blocking 
with little fanfare. Much of the tailback yardage is 
the result of his efforts. 

Brown expects junior wideout Octavus Barnes 
(85 career catches for 1,579 yards and eight TDs) 
to be fully recovered from knee surgery and ready 
for the season opener. After Barnes, the top 
receivers are sophomore L.C. Stevens and senior 
Darrin Ashford, Both got top mileage out of few 
receptions in "95. If senior All-ACC selection 
Freddie Jones stays healthy, there will be no wor- 
ries at tight end, He's a sound pass -catcher (two 
of his 16 receptions were for touchdowns) and 
continues to improve his run blocking. 

Four offensive line starters return, and that is 
encouraging news for a team that amassed nearly 
400 yards per game last year. The anchor is junior 
center Jeff Saturday, an All-ACC candidate. At 
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Leon Johnson 


guard are seniors Brian Honeycutt and Jerness 
Gethers, and junior Mike Hobgood. In the mix 
at tackle are senior Bryon Thomas and juniors 
Mike Baxter and Ryan Hoffman. 

Gone is consensus All-American and 1995 
ACC Defensive Player of the Year Marcus Jones, 
the Heels’ best defender since Lawrence Taylor. 
Stull, North Carolina returns some talented 
defensive linemen. End Greg Ellis became the 
first Tar Heel sophomore to be named first -team 
All-ACC since Reuben Davis in 1985, He had 
seven sacks among his 71 total hits, On the other 
side, sophomore Mike Pringley (41 stops) had a 
fine spring and could outduel last year's starter, 
sophomore Russell Davis (46 tackles), for the job. 

Senior tackle Rick Terry, who led the team with 


tye 41) Chart 

OFFENSE (8) 
Darrin Ashford (Se., 2); 4 Octavus Barnes (Je, 2) 
Byron Thomas (St., 3); 77 John Surigao (So. 0) 
Jemess Gothers (Sr., 2); 56 Joe Ellison {Fr,, 0} 
Jeff Saturday (Jt, 2); 57 Ryan Carley (Fr,, 0) 
Brian Honeycutt (S¢., 2); 61 Mike Hobgood (Jr., 2) 
Mike Baxter (Jr,, 2; 79 Ryan Hoffman Ue, 4) 
Freddie Jones (Se, 3); 86 Ebenezer Ekuten (So. 1) 
Chris Keldort (Jr, OF; 10 Oscar Davenport (So., 0) 
Chris Watson (Sr, 3); 27 Jonathan Linton Ur. 2) 
Leon Johnson (St. 3); 20 Mike Geter Ur. 2) 
LOC. Stevens (So,, 1): 1 Chuckie Parquet (So.. 1) 
Chris Welch (Sr.. 0} 


DEFENSE (8) 


Greg Ellis (Jt, 2); 98 Teto Simpson (So., 0) 
Vonnie Holiday Ur,, 2); 70 Andre Purvis (Sr, 2) 
Rick Terry (St., 2); 78 Marcus Dow (So., 0) 
Russell Davis (So., 1); 91 Mike Pringley (So., 1) 
James Hamilton (St., 3); 9 Keith Newman (So., 1) 
Kivuusama Mays (Je, 2). 49 Jame Carrick (So., 1) 
Brian Simmons (Je, 2): 7 Mark Dunn (So., 0) 
Reggie Love (Jt.. 2); 31 Dré Bly (Fr. 0) 

Omar Brown (Jt., 2): 42 Ronald Thomas (Sr.. 3) 
Ronald Thomas (S¢., 3); 21 Jomo Legins (So., 1) 
Robert Willlanrs (So. 1); 25 Terry Billups (Jr., 2) 
Derrick DePriest (Fr.. 0} 
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Tar Heels 


eight sacks, has the most experience in the defen- 
sive trenches and is expected to help fill the void 
left by Jones’ departure. Terry registered 44 tackles. 
Junior Vonnie Holliday (39 stops, eight’ pres- 
sures) will man the other tackle position. 

In senior James Hamilton and juniors Kivu- 
usama Mays and Brian Simmons, North Car- 
olina has three of the country’s top linebackers. 
Hamilton, with 18 game starts during the past 
two seasons, is the “old man” of the threesome. 
The Heels coaches yored Simmons the team’s top 
linebacker. He ranked second on the squad in 
tackles with 113 and tallied five sacks. 

With Hamilton and Simmons outside, Mays, a 
first-team All-ACC selection, will patrol the mid- 
dle. A punishing hitter with a nose for the foot- 
ball, Mays led the team in tackles with 138, 
caused two fumbles and had six hits for losses. 

The Tar Heels are awaiting the medical verdict 


“We'll be working away 
from the option, using 
more split backs, one-back 
and four-wideout sets.” 

— Mack Brown 


on junior corner starter Terry Billups, who missed 
spring practice due to shoulder surgery and may 
not be back in time for the opener against Clem- 
son. If Billups isn’t available, junior Reggie Love 
and sophomore Robert Williams will line up at 
the corners. 

There is no problem at free safety, where junior 
Omar Brown has established himself as one of 
the ACC's finest. A fearless, hard-hitting com- 
petitor, Brown made two key pass deflections in 
North Carolina's 22-17 win over Virginia. Senior 
Ronald Thomas finished the spring No. 1 at 
strong safety. 

The kicking game faces a major overhaul with 
the loss of Scott Caparelli, who handled all the 
placements and most of the punting chores. The 
placekicking duties now fall on the accurate right 
foot of senior Chris Welch. Redshirt freshman 
Derrick DePriest is the punter. 

If opponents thought Johnson would limit his 
talents to running and pass catching, they can 
think again. He now will be further utilized as a 
kick returner. Replacing the slippery Marcus 
Wall on punt returns will be redshirt freshman 
Dré Bly. 

Looking ahead to the fall campaign, Brown 
says: “We have no returning starters at quarter- 
back, no receivers except Barnes, and we've lost 
three in the secondary if Billups is not ready to 
open the season. Also, our kickers are gone and so 
is Marcus Jones, a consensus All-American. That 
has to hurt your defense.” 

Brown doesn’t typically talk that pessimisti- 
cally. So some credence must be given to his com- 
ments. However, the coach may be overstating 
when he says the Tar Heels should be “considered 
for the lower division” of the ACC. 
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If you’re still using WD-40/ here’s something new 
to try. Liquid Wrench” Super Lubricant with Teflon? 

It protects and lubricates thousands of things all 
around your home, workshop and garage. Squeaky 
hinges. Rusted bolts. Hand tools. Power tools. Lawn 
and garden equipment. Cars. Boats. And machinery. 


WE GUARANTEE IT. 


A flat tire can happen to you or someone you love 
at anytime. On the way to an appointment. In the 
middle of the night. On a dark, lonely road. 

At times like these, you need Puncture Seal’ The 


only instant tire repair with a Roadside Guarantee’. 


The only instant tire repair that won't leave you flat. 


ANYONE CAN PROMISE 
NEVER TO LEAVE YOU FLAT. 


YOUR OLD FLAME 
HAS MET ITS MATCH. 


But, unlike that WD-40 of yours, Liquid Wrench 
Super Lubricant with Teflon is non-flammable. 

So, drop your old flame like a hot potato and pick 
up a can of Liquid Wrench. It'll do everything your old 
flame used to do. With one very obvious exception. 


THE ONLY NON-FLAMMABLE AEROSOL LUBRICANT WITH TEFLON: 
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Puncture Seal inflates a flat in seconds. So you’re 

back on the road in seconds. It’s safe and easy to use. |, RR 
Keep acan of Puncture Seal in the trunk of all your 

cars. When it comes to keeping you and your loved 

ones safe and secure, you have our guarantee on it. 


DON’T LET SOMEONE YOU LOVE DRIVE WITHOUT IT. 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SWC): 
1996 Pick: 


Chuck Reedy 
7-4-0 (5-2-0) 
4th Big 12 South 


ut for some serious breakdowns in execu- 

tion, Baylor might have at least shared the 

Southwest Conference championship in 
the league's final season. A pair of non-conference 
losses featured similar malfunctions. 

Asa result, “We need to be more consistent in 
offensive execution,” coach Chuck Reedy says of 
his fourth Baylor team. And the Bears will have 
to rebuild a defense that ranked fifth nationally 
last season. 

The team’s commitment is unquestioned. The 
players went through demanding, early-morning, 
off-season workouts in preparation for spring 
practice. And football enthusiasm is high in 
Waco as the first Big 12 Conference season 
approaches. Baylor set an all-time home atten- 
dance record last season. 

Junior Jeff Watson, the returning starter at 
quarterback, was inconsistent last season, which 
is why Jermaine Alfred started two games as a 
freshman. Watson completed 113-of-214 passes 
for 1,508 yards and five touchdowns, with six 
interceptions, 

Alfred produced a 56-yard touchdown pass on 
the first play from scrimmage in his first start, 
against SMU, and is considered to be the best 
passer among Baylor's quarterbacks. 

Incoming freshman Odell James was regarded 
as one of the nation’s best high school option 
quarterbacks. He amassed nearly 6,000 yards of 
total offense and accounted for 78 touchdowns, 
including 54 rushing, during a three-year career at 
Aldine (Texas) MacArthur High. 

Junior tailback Jerod Douglas rushed for 1,114 
yards last year, the second-best single-season total 
in school history. Douglas shattered the school 
record for all-purpose yardage with 1,594 and 
earned all-conference honors both as a running 
back and kick returner. Junior Anthony Over- 
street and sophomore Dexter Ford are expeti- 
enced backups. 

Senior Shawn Washington is the returning 
starter at fullback with Clifton Rubin, a highly 
regarded junior who was hampered by injuries 
last season, in reserve, 

Senior Kalief Muhammad moved from tailback 
to wide receiver last season and led the Bears in 
pass receptions with 37 for 542 yards and two 
touchdowns. He also rushed 30 times for 203 
yards and a touchdown. 

“We're always looking for ways to get the ball 
to Kalief,” says Reedy. 

Junior split end Pearce Pegross had 31 catches 
for a team-high 582 yards and three scores. 

The top tight ends are junior Bradley Domel, 
who started all 11 games, and sophomore Clif- 
ford Isom. Domel and Isom caught one pass 
apiece last season, but the Bears plan to begin 
throwing more to their tight ends. 

Douglas’ chances of duplicating his 1995 rush- 
ing success will be enhanced by an offensive line 
built around senior David Davis, a three-year 
starter at tackle, junior tackle Michael Johnson 
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and sophomore guard Anthony Williams, who 
was moved from the defensive line as a freshman 
and started seven games. 

Sophomore guard Kelvin Garmon made his 
move to claim starting status in the spring. 
Junior Danny Fletcher and redshirt freshman 
Brian Sutton are listed 1-2 at center. 

The Bears should be solid in the offensive inte- 
rior. “From an athletic standpoint, this will prob- 
ably be the best group we've had,” says Reedy, 
who has high standards. “We're not like 
Nebraska, where you have to be in your third, 
fourth or fifth year to start on the offensive line. 
But we're getting better.” 

Baylor ranked fifth in total defense and ninth 
in scoring defense last season. The Bears were 


depth aaa 


OFFENSE (9) 


Bradley Domel (Jr., 2); 85 Clifford Isom (So., 4) 
David Davis (Sr., 3); 67 Brandon Pierpoint {Fr., 0} 
Anthony Williams (So., 1); 55 Chris Sampy {So., 0) 
Danny Fletcher Ur,, 2); 74 Brian Sutton {Fr., 0} 
Kelvin Garmon {So,, 1); 68 Jerome Jackson (Jr., 2} 
Michael Johnson (Jr, 2); 76 Carlos Rocha (Fr., 0) 
Jeff Watson (Jr., 2); 17 Jermaine Alfred (So., 4) 
Shawn Washington (Sr, 3); 31 Clifton Rubin (Jr. 2) 
Jerod Douglas (Jc, 2); 27 Anthony Overstreet (Jr., 2) 
Pearce Pegross (Jr., 2); 5 Derrius Thompson {So,, 2) 
Kalief Muhammad (Sr. 3); 26 Chris Cagnoiattl (r., 0} 
Kyle Atteberry (Fr., 0) 


SrBRSELSSEASS 


DEFENSE (4) 


Sheldon Mallory (r,, 2}; 82. Dwight Johnson (Fr., 0) 
Roderick Kinney (Jt, 2); 99 Derrick Fletcher (So. 1) 
Donnie Embra (Sr., 1); 87 Josh Wenke {Sr., 0) 
Ciarence Cruse (So., 1); 37 Kenyada Parker (So,, 1} 
Dean Jackson (Jr, 2); 40 Jody Littieton (r., 1) 
Glenn Coy Ur., 2); 34 Malcolm Hamilton (Sr.,. 2} 
Robert Mason {Sr., 2): 16 Anthony Taylor (Jr, 2} 
George McCullough (St, 3); 28 Ahmad Wastington {So., 0) 
Nikia Codie (So., 1); 25 Brandon Bonds (Fr., 0} 
Michael Benjamin (St, 3); 42 Curtis Henderson (So., 2) 
Curtis Henderson (So., 1); 21 Sean Armistead (Fr, 0) 
Ty Atteberry (Sr., 3) 
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strong enough defensively, in fact, that they won 
the Texas Tech game without scoring a touch- 
down (9-7), the first time a Baylor team had 
done that since 1977. But several key players 
must be replaced. 

Junior Roderick Kinney picks up where he left 
off at nose tackle, while sophomore Derrick 
Fletcher has backup experience. Senior Donnie 
Embra and junior Sheldon Mallory were reserve 
ends last season. Embra had 41 tackles and three 
sacks and Mallory had 31 tackles playing behind 
All-SWC_ performer Daryl Gardener. Redshirt 
freshman Dwight Johnson and senior Josh Wenke 


are among the players looking to earn playing 


time at end, 

Junior Dean Jackson returns as middle line- 
backer. He was second on the team in tackles 
with 82 and also intercepted three passes. Junior 
Glenn Coy takes over ac bandit linebacker with 
senior Malcolm Hamilton, a former fullback and 
tight end, in reserve. 

Senior Robert Mason and junior Anthony Tay- 
lor (a converted safety) are on top of the depth 
chart at weak-side linebacker, and sophomores 
Clarence Cruse and Kenyada Parker are the top 
candidates on the strong side. 

‘Two senior starters return in the secondary: cor- 
nerback George McCullough and strong safety 
Michael Benjamin. McCullough broke up 14 
passes and intercepted one last season. Benjamin 
started all 11 games at free safety but was moved 
to strong safety in the spring, allowing sophomore 
Nikia Codie to move up at free safety. Codie, who 
started two games at strong safety as a true fresh- 
man two years ago, was ineligible last season. 

Sophomore Curtis Henderson was moved from 
free safety, where he backed up Benjamin, to cor- 
nerback during the spring “to get our best four 
players on the field,” Reedy says. 

Senior Ty Atteberry has been the No. | punter 
for two years. He averaged 38.1 yards last season 
and also has handled kickoffs. His brother Kyle 
Atteberry, a redshirt freshman, competed with 
sophomore Bryan Hawkins for the No. 1 place- 
kicking job during the spring. 

The Bears have experienced kick returners in 
Douglas, Pegross and Muhammad. Douglas was 
the No. 1 kickoff returner last season, averaging 
33.3 yards on 12 returns. 

Baylor is probably a year away from being a 
serious contender in the Southern Division of the 
Big 12. James, the quarterback of the future, 
would have an added year of maturity, even if he 
were to sit out as a redshirt. He has the skills co 
run a Nebraska-type option offense, which Reedy 
would like his team to be able to do. 

The Bears likely will start only a half-dozen or 
so seniors this season, with the talented Douglas 
among the underclassmen. Baylor will need to 
get more consistent play at quarterback in order 
to be successful on offense, And Reedy will have 
to rebuild a defense with players who are, for the 
most part, inexperienced. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Pac-Ten): 
1996 Pick: 


Mike Bellotti 
9-3-0 (6-2-0) 
6th Pac-10 


r here is enough uncertainty at Oregon to 
_ make predictions of another New Year's 
Day bowl game optimistic, but not out of 
the question. The Ducks have developed into one 
of the Pacific-10 Conference's most respected 
programs, and while there are holes at key posi- 
tions, coach Mike Bellotti doesn’t expect a huge 
drop-off from last year's 9-3 season, the school’s 
best since 1948. 

“We have more question marks than we've had 
in three years,” Bellotti says. “We have to find 
help in the secondary, at inside linebacker and 
running back.” How well Bellotti plugs the holes 
at those key positions will determine the Ducks’ 
success in the bowl hunt. 

The Ducks captivated fans with a late-season 
push, punctuated by close wins over Washington, 
Arizona and Oregon State, and earned a trip to 
the Cotton Bow! against Colorado. 

Oregon led the Pac-10 in passing (263.8 yards 
per game) and scoring (29.1 points), and was sec- 
ond in total offense (406.3 yards) behind quarter- 
back ‘Tony Graziani, running back Ricky Whittle 
and big-play receiver Cristin McLemore. 

On defense, with former Dallas Cowboys stand- 
out Charlie Waters as coordinator, Oregon 
attacked the opposition with reckless abandon. 
Leading the charge were linebackers Jeremy Asher 
and Rich Ruhl, and cornerbacks Kenny Wheaton 
and All-American Alex Molden. 

According to Colorado coach Rick Neuheisel, 
“It was the most sophisticated pass coverage we 
faced all year.” 

The challenge now is to keep the Ducks in the 
hunt for another bow! game. With Whittle, 
McLemore, Asher, Ruhl and Molden gone, Ore- 
gon has some serious gaps to fill. The coaches are 
striving to identify big-play performers, and the 
kicking game remains unsettled because of a 
quadriceps injury sophomore Matt Belden suf- 
fered during the opener against Utah that side- 
lined him for the rest of the year. 

Eight starters return on offense, led by Graziani 
and tight end Josh Wilcox, both seniors. Five start- 
ers are back on defense, but there is little depth up 
front. Junior cornerback Kenny Wheaton is the 
only returning force in the secondary. 

Bellotti also had to find replacements for both 
coordinators. Innovative offensive coordinator 
Alan Borges unexpectedly left to take the same 
job at UCLA, and Waters, distressed by the tragic 
death of his oldest son before the Cotton Bowl, 
resigned in February. 

Secking another creative thinker, Oregon 
landed Dirk Koetter of Boston College as its third 
offensive coordinator in as many years. CFL vete- 
ran Rich Stubler of the Edmonton Eskimos was 
signed to succeed Waters. Although he is enthu- 
siastic and a great communicator, Stubler may be 
unable to employ 1995's attack-style defense 
because of graduation losses. 

In his first year as a starter, Graziani, a scram- 
bling left-hander, led the Pac-10 in total offense 


Oregon Ducks 


(272.9 yards per game) and passed for 13 touch- 
downs, but he also threw 10 interceptions. 

“Regardless of how he throws the ball or how 
he runs the ball, he finds ways to beat you,” Bel- 
loti says. 

Oregon has a potential star at fullback in 6-2, 
253-pound junior A.J. Jelks, a power runner who 
steamrolls cornerbacks and safeties. But finding a 
replacement for Whittle at tailback is critical. 
Sophomore Kevin Parker and redshirt freshman 
Jerry Brown will share time there. 

Senior Dameron Ricketts will start at split end 
and junior Pat Johnson at flanker. Wilcox and 
sure-handed Blake Spence will share duties at 
tight end. Wilcox and Spence are arguably the 
league's best 1-2 tight end combination, and 


depth Ci 


OFFENSE (8) 


Dameron Ricketts (Sr., 3); 15 Jiri Hodge (Sr. 1} 
Paul Wiggins (Sr., 3); 70 Andy Petty (r., 0) 

Bob Baldwin (Sr., 3); 53 Josh Beckett (Fr., 0) 
Mark Gregg (St,, 3); 79 Paul Driver (Fr, 0) 

Tasi Malopeal (Sr., 2); 88 Seaton Daly (Jr., 2) 
David Weber (Jr., 2); 76 Willy Rife {Sr., 3) 

Josh Wilcox (St., 3); 82 Blake Spence (Jr, 2) 
Tony Graziani (Sr, 2); 17 Ryan PerrySmith (Sr., 3) 
Kevin Parker (Ue, 2); 34 Jerry Brown (Fr., 0) 

A.J. Jolks (Jr., 2); 31 Erie Winn Ur., 2) 

Pat Johnson (Jr,, 2); 7 Damon Griffin (Jr., 1) 
Joshua Smith (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Desmond Byrd Ur. 2); 35 Marty Murphy {So., 1) 
Bryant Jackson (Sr,, 3); 65 Deke Moen (Fr., 0) 
Mark Schmidt (Sc, 3): 86 Lele Sualua (So. 0) 
Reggie Jordan (St, 3); 80 Matt Lofrano Ur., 2} 
Jeff Branson (Jr. 1); 50 Garth White (r., 4) 

Ryan Kiaasen (So., 1); 39 Chris Vandiver (So., 1} 
Derrick Barnes (St., 3); 42 Derek Allen (Sr., 2) 
David Coyle (So., 0); 28 Alex Hautau (Sr., 0} 
Ronnie Gipson {Sr., 2); 1 Michael Retcher (Fr,, 0} 
Kenny Wheaton (Jr., 2); 8 Kaon Jabbar East (Sr., 1) 
Eric Edwards (So., 1); 9 Brandon McLemore (Fr., 0) 
Josh Bidwell (So., 1) 
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Koetter will make them a key part of the offense. 
The offensive line is big, experienced and capa- 
ble of blasting holes through most opposing lines. 
Four of five starters return: left tackle Paul Wig- 
gins, center Mark Gregg and right guard Tasi 
Malepeai, all seniors, and junior right tackle 
David Weber. Senior Bob Baldwin, a three-game 
starter in "95, will get the nod at left guard. 

In terms of games started, this is one of the 
most savvy groups in Oregon history, and 
unquestionably the strength of the team. 

Returning starters on the defensive line are 
nose tackle Bryant Jackson and right end Mark 
Schmidt, both seniors. The coaches have junior 
Desmond Byrd penciled in at left end. Schmidt 
and Jackson could provide a competent inside 
pass rush, although the Ducks get most of their 
pressure from the linebackers. 

Oregon's crisis at inside linebacker may pass 


How well Bellotti 
plugs holes at key 
positions will determine 
the Ducks’ success in 
the bowl hunt. 


quickly if redshirt freshman Peter Sirmon is as , 
good as advertised. The 6-2, 233-pounder was 
Washington's 1994 Defensive Player of the Year as 
a free safety at Walla Walla High. Sirmon recorded 
114 tackles his senior year and was MVP in the 
state title game. The Ducks figure a bulked-up 
Sirmon will be a superior inside linebacker. 

Asking a freshman to fill such a key position on 
defense may prove to be too much early in the 
year. Sophomore Ryan Klaasen and junior Jeff 
Branson will line up at the linebacker spots vacated 
by Ruhl and Asher until Sirmon is proven. 

Senior right linebacker Derrick Barnes is an 
exceptional athlete, as is backup Derek Allen, Sack 
specialist Reggie Jordan is a senior who loves mak- 
ing dramatic plays from his left linebacker spot. 

With Molden, Brian Collins and Isaac Walker 
gone, Oregon probably will stare sophomore 
David Coyle at strong safety, senior Ronnie Gip- 
son at left corner and sophomore Eric Edwards at 
free safety. The unquestioned thoroughbred of 
the group is right cornerback Wheaton, a second- 
team Football News All-American. 

Walk-on Joshua Smith, summoned from home 
when Belden went down, had a storybook sea- 
son. He hit 14-of-21 field-goal attempts, includ- 
ing four against Oregon State. Sophomore Josh 
Bidwell had some shaky moments but survived 
the entire season as the Ducks’ punter. 

Belden can handle both placements and punts 
with all-star ability when healthy, But in the spring 
he still hadn't received medical clearance to play. 

The Ducks will get a break from the schedule, 
which lists Fresno State, Nevada and Colorado 
State in the three weeks before Pac-10 play begins. 
Bellotti also is thankful he doesn’t have to face 
USC, the conference preseason favorite. 
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South Carolina Gam 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SEC): 
1996 Pick: 


Brad Scott 
4-6-1 (2-5-1) 
4th SEC East 


outh Carolina fans approached the 1995 
season with high hopes. 

8 And why not? New boss Brad Scott had 
given them a solid 7—5 scason, a blowout of 
archrival Clemson and a bow! victory in his first 
try as a head coach the previous season. Then the 
Southeastern Conference rose up and slapped all 
those dreamers upside the head. 

Georgia came from behind to beat the Game- 
cocks in the season opener. Then Arkansas clob- 
bered them. After a non-conference win, even 
Kentucky beat them. By the time it was over, 
South Carolina was a dismal 4-6-1 overall and 
2-6 in the SEC, 

The problem was obvious. While the Game- 
cocks, riding the arm of quarterback Steve Taney- 
hill, could score early and often, SEC opponents 
averaged 40 points per game against them. Seven 
times the Gamecocks allowed more than 35 
points, winning one of those games. Three times 
their opponents racked up over 50 points. 

The defensive collapse caught everyone by sur- 
prise, since South Carolina had lost just four 
starters. 

“They were also the four leaders of the 
defense,” Scott says. “We missed their senior 
leadership.” 

Despite last year's fall, Scout didn’t panic. He 
redshirted most of his first recruiting class, a step 
needed to build necessary depth. And his just- 
completed second catch has been ranked among 
the nation’s top 20 classes by some recruiting ana- 
lysts, including Ashlon. 

This year's team will again be inexperienced 
bur deeper, faster and stronger than the previous 
two. Which means that South Carolina fans 
approach the season with high hopes. Again. 

Sophomore quarterback Anthony Wright was 
redshirted as a freshman, then backed up Air 
Taneyhill last season. Taneyhill threw for 3,094 
yatds and 29 touchdowns, and left with a dozen 
school records. Now it’s Wrights turn to make his 
mark, 

Wright will do it rapidly. He has 4.5 speed, a 
pleasant change from ‘Taneyhill, who always 
seemed to be running in mud. Wright is believed 
to be the fastest South Carolina quarterback ever. 

“Anthony realizes that with Steve gone, this is his 
chance,” Scott says. “He's a more intense competi- 
tor; he spends more time watching film on his own, 
His ability to run is obvious, and he can scramble 
and hit an open receiver on a busted play.” 

In brief appearances last year, Wright com- 
pleted 17-of-27 passes for 207 yards, two touch- 
downs and one interception. 

Tailback Duce Staley was a pleasant surprise as 
a junior, scooting for 736 yards and averaging 5.8 
a pop. He is bigger and stronger now, and should 
give the offense the balance it needs, perhaps with 
a 1,000-yard season. 

In the two-back set, the fullback assignment 
could go to true freshman Jacob Bush, perhaps 
Scott's highest-profile recruit to date. Bush 
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picked South Carolina over Florida State, Miami 
and Clemson. Despite his 235 pounds, Bush runs 
the 40 in 4.6, Freshman redshirt Steve Mixon 
had an excellent spring. 

“We're taking a shot with Jacob, a kid we've 
never practiced a day with, because we think he's 
that good,” Scott says 

Zola Davis has great hands. Throw it near him 
or even not so near him, and Davis grabs it and 
holds it, and you can't pry it loose. Davis had 58 
catches for 911 yards as a redshirt freshman, 

He'll have help at wide receiver. Little senior 
Corey Bridges (5-6) can fly, and big Marcus Rob- 
inson (6-4), also a senior, has experience. Keep 
an eye on true freshman Jermale Kelly. 

Senior Jason Lawson and redshirt freshman 


chart 


OFFENSE (5) 


Zola Davis {So., 1); 85 Marcus Robinson {Sr., 3) 
75 Randy Wheeler (Sr. 3); 68 Reggie Baker (Je, 0); 
Ed Hrubiec (Jr.. 2); 71 Jesse Washington (Jr, 0) 
Paul Beckwith (Ur., 2); 73 Jason Thomas (Fr., 0) 
Travis Whitfield (Jr. 2); 69 Nick Ruhman (Fr.. 0) 
Jamar Nesbit (So., 1); 70 Andimy Spearman (So., 0) 
Jason Lawson {Sr., 2); 81 Trevon Matthews (Fr,, 0) 
Corey Bridges (Sr., 3); 24 Kerry Hood (So., 1) 
Anthony Wright (So., 1); 8 Chad Barnhardt (So., 1) 
Jacob Bush (Fr., 0); 32 Steve Mixon (Fr., 0) 

Duce Staley (St., 1); 40 Scott Moritz Ur, 2) 
Reed Morton (Sr, 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Maynard Caldwell (Sr, 3); 99 Quinn Brodie (Sr.. 3) 
Henry Taylor (Jr., 2); 65 Patrick Garth (Sr. 1) 
Michael Maddox (Je., 0); 91 Casey Allen (Fr., 0} 
Selvesta Miller (Jr., 1): 42 J.J. Brown Ur., 0) 
Darren Hambrick (r., 0}; 58 Corey Atkins (Fr., 0} 
Shane Burnham Ur. 3); 48 Jody Caldwell (So., 1) 
Benji Young (Sr., 3); 57 Errot Rochester (Fr., 0) 
Joe Troupe {Sr., 3); 9 Jason Joseph (Fr., 0) 

Ben Washington (Jr., 2); 28 Chris Anrams (Sr., 2) 
Arturo Freeman (So., 1); 3 Ray Green (Fr., 0) 
Terry Cousin (Sr., 3); 27 Lee Wiggins (Ur.. 1) 
Courtney Leavitt (Fr., 0) 
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‘Trevon Matthews are fighting for the starting job 
at tight end. 

Three starters return on the offensive line, led 
by rapidly developing sophomore tackle Jamar 
Nesbit, a potential All-SEC pick. Also back are 
senior tackle Randy Wheeler and junior guards 
‘Travis Whitfield and Ed Hrubiec. Paul Beckwith, 
a junior who has been an occasional starter at 
center, takes over full time there. 

“The offensive line is the most improved seg- 
ment of our team,” says Scott. However, none of 
the significant backups has any experience. 

The line will be the strength of the defense. 
Three 1995 starters are back, junior tackle Henry 
Taylor, senior end Maynard Caldwell and junior 
end Selvesta Miller. Scott resisted the urge last 
season to use a talented junior-college transfer he 
was redshirting. Watch Michael Maddox closely, 
he should be a big help this fall. He will start 


beside Taylor at tackle. 


“I like the way we 
recruited. We’re closing 
the gap as far as talent is 


concerned.” 
— Brad Scott 


Seniors Quinn Brodie and Patrick Garth are 
veteran backups up front, with junior J.J. Brown, 
a converted tight end, also slated for action. 

All three starting linebackers are gone, but 
there is talent available. Junior Darren Hambrick, 
a transfer from Florida where he lettered twice, is 
expected to be outstanding. He'll start along with 
junior Shane Burnham, son of defensive coordi- 
nator Wally, and senior Benji Young, who had 70 
tackles and four sacks. 

Last season, the lack of speed and limited big- 
play ability (just five interceptions) in the secon- 
dary caused problems. 

The new unit is led by rapidly developing jun- 
ior strong safety Ben Washington, an All-SEC 
candidate after making a team-leading 93 tackles. 
Sophomore Arturo Freeman will start again at 
free safety. 

Seniors Terry Cousin and Joe Troupe are back 
at the corners, but whether they'll keep their jobs 
is questionable. A group of talented youngsters 
looked good in the secondary in spring practice, 
including redshirt freshmen Ray Green and Jason 
Joseph, as did senior Chris Abrams. 

Senior kicker Reed Morton has the experience 
but has never kicked a 50-yard field goal. All- 
American recruit Courtney Leavitt kicked field 
goals of 62 and G60 yards as a prep senior. Leavitt 
will do the punting as well. 

“Upward mobility in the SEC is a difficult 
thing to achieve, you have so many strong pro- 
grams all after the same thing,” Scott says. “It's 
about recruiting, of course, and I like the way we 
recruited, We're on the right track; our talent 
level has taken a step up. We're closing the gap as 
far as talent is concerned.” 
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Arkansas Razorbacks 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SEC): 
1996 Pick: 


Danny Ford 
8-5-0 (6-3-0) 
4th SEC West 


» has a generic name, but there is nothing 
lain about Arkansas senior outside line- 
acker Mark Smith's game. 

teless effort is typical of why the Razor- 
backs finished 8-5 and won the Southeastern Con- 
ference’s Western Division championship with a 
6-2 record, 

“When you look at Mark, you say, ‘Boy, T wish 
he was a little bigger,’” Arkansas coach Danny 
Ford says. “And you might say, ‘I wish he was a 
litele faster.’ But on game day, he always makes 
the plays because he studies the game and plays it 
faster than he really is.” 

Smith (a team-leading 115 tackles) lost almost 
30 pounds prior to last fall which, he says, helped 
him “get to receivers and backs in the flats quicker.” 

While Smith thrived under former defensive 
coordinator Joe Lee Dunn — “Everybody got a 
shot at the quarterback,” says Smith of Dunn's 
scheme — he'll fit nicely in new defensive coor- 
dinator Miles Aldridge’s plans also. 

The Hogs took substantial strides in Ford's 
third campaign despite a late-season nosedive 
that saw them outscored 82-13 in their last three 
games (LSU, Florida in the SEC title game and 
North Carolina in the Carquest Bowl). 

“We are still in the learning stage of handling 
success, and we didn't do a very good job of that 
last season,” Ford says. “But it’s more fun to come 
to work now because of the type of kids we have 
in our program. They know what effort it takes to 
be a winner on the field and in the classroom. 
They are meeting their responsibilities. It wasn't 
that way when I got here.” 

At quarterback, there are questions. Now that 
Barry Lunney Jr. has departed after a senior sea- 
son filled with big plays, sophomore Pete Burks 
and freshmen Chad Jones and Clint Stoerner will 
battle for playing time. 

Like Lunney, projected starter Burks must learn 
to escape pass rushes and create his own plays. 
Arkansas prefers to throw short, high-percentage 
passes, so look for the Hogs to remain rather con- 
servative until Ford is comfortable with Burks. 

Until last year's SEC title game against Florida, 
the future of Arkansas’ running game was bright. 
But in the opening minutes of the game, Madre 
Hill tore knee ligaments. Following surgery, he 
spent the spring in rehabilitation. 

With Hill, who set a school rushing record 
(1,387 yards) while fumbling not once, the Hogs 
have a big, durable, game-breaking tailback. 
Without him, Arkansas’ ground game is rather 
ordinary, although senior Oscar Malone, who led 
the Hogs in rushing in 1993 and 1994 and sat 
out last season after knee surgery, is back for 96. 

Malone showed promise during the spring, so Ford 
is confident that he'll step in if Hill, a junior, doesnt 
return. But Hill's progress has been encouraging. 

When the Hogs run from the I-formation 
rather than one-back sets, junior fullback Tyrone 
Henry is an ideal, low-to-the-ground pile-mover. 

The Hogs lost mighty mite J.J. Meadors to 


1s 


Madre Hill 


graduation but kept nwo of the league's best 
young pass catchers in junior Anthony Eubanks 
and sophomore Anthony Lucas. 

Eubanks, a sure-handed possession receiver, 
registered 43 catches for 596 yards. Lucas was 
almost discouraged from signing with Arkansas 
because he was told the Hogs don't throw the 
ball. Last season, his 27 receptions (for 526 yards) 
were the most ever by a Razorback freshman, and 
he scored four touchdowns, as did Eubanks. 

‘Two of the top three tight ends, junior Mark 
Baker and sophomore Al Heringer, return. 

On the line, the Hogs have three starters 
returning in senior left tackle Carlos Showers, 
sophomore left guard Russ Brown and senior 
right tackle Winston Alderson. Sophomore Bran- 


depth Cia 


OFFENSE (7) 


Anthony Lucas (So., 1): 29 Emanuel Smith (Fr, 0) 
Carlos Showers (St., 2); 69 Bobby Williams (Fr., 0) 
Russ Brown (So., 1); 71 Eddie Mosley (Sr., 4) 
Grant Garrett (So. 1); 53 Anthony Brightman (So., 0} 
Brandon Burtsworth {So.. 1); 67 Michael Henry (So., 2) 
Winston Alderson (St., 2); 70 Scott Rivers (Sr., 2) 
Mark Baker (Jr., 2); 89 Al Heringer (So,, 1) 
Anthony Eubanks (Jr, 2); 19 Shanrion Sidney (Je, 2) 
Pete Burks (So., 1); Chad Jones (Fr., 0) 

Madre Hill (Jr., 2); 30 Oscar Malone (Sr., 3) 
Tyrone Henry (Jr, 2); 23 Jessie Comelius (Sr., 2) 
Todd Latourette (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (4) 


Nathan Cole (So,, 1); 93 Justin Brown (So., 1) 
Ken Anderson (Jr. 2); 99 DJ. Cooper (Fr. 0} 
Geno Belt (Sr., 3); 41 Metvin Bradiey (So., 0) 
David Sanders (Jr., 2); 96 Ryan Hale (So.. 1) 

C J. McLain (So.. 0); 40 Norman Nero {So.. 1) 
Mark Smith (Sr, 3); 51 Sam Brooks (Ur, 2) 
Vincent Bradford (Sr, 3); 55 Anthony Hicks (Sr. 2) 
Marcus Campbelt UUr.. 2); 28 Dahrron Moss (Fr... 0) 
DeAnthony Hall (So., 1): 31 Kenny Wright (Fr.. 0) 
Philip Hayes (Jr. 1): 9 Chris Akins {So., 1) 

Zac Painter (So., 1): 24 Clarence Fitzgerald (Fr. 0} 
Matt Wait (Jr, 2) 
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don Burlsworth will start at right guard, 

The new center probably will be sophomore 
Grant Garrett, but sophomore Anthony Bright- 
man may challenge. 

Defensively, senior nose guard Geno Bell made 
89 tackles last season, including four sacks and 10 
stops behind the line. Seeking new starters at 
both ends and at one tackle, Aldridge wants Bell 
to anchor a rebuilt line, Junior David Sanders 
returns at right tackle, and opposite him may be 
Ken Anderson, another junior. Spring practice 
found sophomores Nathan Cole and C.J. 
McLain manning the ends. 

At linebacker, Smith, an All-SEC pick, was a 
Butkus Award nominee in 1995 and should be a 
finalise this time. 

While Smith may get most of the attention, his 
partner is an excellent player as well, Senior Vincent 
Bradford was second behind Smith in total tackles 
with 97 and runner-up in solo stops with 63. 

“On game day, he always makes the plays 
because he studics the game 

Although Arkansas lost all four secondary 
starters, that will not be crippling considering the 
Hogs allowed an SEC-high 2,659 yards through 
the air. Development of underclass talent and 
incoming signees could change the picture. 

Junior free safety Philip Hayes recorded 48 
tackles and three pass deflections. Junior corner- 
back Marcus Campbell, sophomore cornerback 
Zac Painter and sophomore strong safety DeAn- 
thony Hall are the other new starters. 

At the season's beginning, then-freshman Todd 
Latourette was so nervous about being the new 
placekicker that he declined interviews. Basically, 
he didn’t want to talk about himself or the situa- 
tion until he accomplished something. And he 
did, hitting 14-of-21 field-goal tries. Thanks to 
Latourette, the Razorbacks’ scoring average rose 
from 19.3 points in 1994 to 22.8. 

Junior punter Matt Wait (38.6-yard average) 
gets impressive lift. Opponents managed just 28 
returns for a 6.9-yard average. 

Reserve sophomore tailback Cory Nichols 
averaged 21 yards per kickoff return, A punt 
returner is needed, 

Clearly, much depends on the quarterback sit- 
uation and on the way the defense adapts to 
Aldridge. The Hogs greatly respected Dunn and 
loved his off-beat schemes. 

Burks might not be the answer at quarterback, 
but he may win the starting job nonetheless sim- 
ply by playing within the system and letting the 
Arkansas ground game carry the offense until he 
feels comfortable. 

Ford says he had his best recruiting haul ever in 
February, and overall recruiting success is show- 
ing in the size and talent level of the players he's 
attracting. If Arkansas were to take a dip this sea- 
son and just miss. a bowl game, it wouldn't be sur- 
prising. Ford admits, “We haven't had enough 
solid recruiting classes to prevent fluctuation.” 

But the Razorbacks are almost there. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 
1996 Pick: 


Bob Toledo 
7-5-0 (4-4-0) 
7th Pac-10 


hen ‘Terry Donahue announced he 

was leaving UCLA after 20 seasons as 

its coach, everyone at the news con- 
ference immediately scanned the room for Bob 
Toledo, the Bruins’ offensive coordinator. 

Then they went home and forgot about him, 
turning their attention to Gary Barnett, the 
highly routed coach of Northwestern's Cinderella 
Wildcats, and Bill Snyder, who had built a qual- 
ity program at Kansas State. 

Buc Snyder said he preferred Manhattan, Kan., 
to Westwood, and Barnett decided he could alter 
Northwestern's tradition of playing in a bowl 
game every 46 years, 

So it was that Toledo, 50, signed a four-year, $1.2 
million contract to helm the Bruins. The UCLA job 
represents a reward for more than 20 years of service 
at yarious outposts, including crosstown rival 
Southern California, where Toledo was a secondary 
coach under John Robinson. 

Toledo beat USC last season with a game plan 
that compensated for the absence of Karim Abdul- 
Jabbar, the Bruins’ 1,571-yard rusher who was 
injured that day, with multiple formations and 
player switches, including moving Derck Ayers 
from wide receiver into the backfield. 

The coach also employed an offense that 
included a “swinging gate” in the Aloha Bowl 
game, which UCLA lost 51-30 to Kansas, but 
which gave a hint of things to come. 

“We're going to throw more,” Toledo says. “We 
are going to use multiple formations and. trick 
plays. That is my nature. I'm not conservative.” 

Cade McNown took over as the starter at quar- 
terback in the third game of 1995, completing 
122-of-245 passes for 1,698 yards and seven 
touchdowns, despite being a bit befuddled by 
opposing defenses. He threw cight interceptions 
and was prone to run at the sight of a missed 
block, which may explain why McNown finished 
the season as UCLA's second-leading rusher (311 
yards). 

With a new-look offense that features more 
passing — and having been told to cool his heels 
in the backfield — McNown can be expected to 
throw more and run less. But he still can run, 
which should prove worrisome to foes. 

Sophomore Steve Buck, the backup, has yet to 
throw a pass in a college game. 

Junior Skip Hicks, a once-promising tailback 
who sizzled dramatically, albeit briefly, in 1993, is 
back after extended problems with injuries to 
both knees. If truly healthy again, Hicks will 
bring size (215 pounds), speed and experience to 
the offense. 

If Hicks falters, redshirt freshmen Ryan Roques 
and Ali Azziz will get a chance to run behind 
punishing sophomore fullback Cheyane Cald- 
well. Other possibilities are incoming freshmen 
Durell Price and Jermaine Lewis. 

If he's not needed in the backfield, Ayers can 
play wideout with a flair. He caught 23 passes last 
fall and, when the Bruins sought to vary their 
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UCLA Bruins 


attack, ran nine times for 144 yards on reverses. 
On the other side, juniors Jim McElroy (19 
catches, 403 yards) and Eric Scott (14, 219) will 
share time, and both are burners. Sophomore Brad 
Melsby, expected to redshirt last season, instead 
caught 12 passes for 173 yards and wo TDs. 

Toledo wants to get his tight ends more 
involved in the offense, but starter Mike Grieb, a 
sophomore, and senior backup Jamal Clark com- 
bined for just three catches last season. 

Four veterans along the offensive front wall are 
gone, including Outland Trophy winner and four- 
year starter Jonathan Ogden. Only junior guard 
Chad Overhauser offers experience. 

The other starters likely will be junior guard 
Chad Sauter and sophomore center Shawn Stu- 


depth Ci aaa 


OFFENSE (4) 


Jim McElroy Uc., 2); 14 Eric Scott (Jr., 2) 

Kris Farris (Fr., 0}; 70 Dan Cotti (ir., 0} 

Chad Sauter (J¢., 2): 72 Darren McClure (S¢., 3} 
Shawn Stuart (So., 1); 68 Matt Phelan (Fr., 0) 
Chad Overhauser (Jr., 2); 61 Sean Gully (Ur., 2) 
Andy Meyers (So., 1); 76 Gene Waters (Sr., 1) 
Mike Grieb (So., 1); 96 Jamal Clark (Sr., 3} 
Cade McNown (So., 1); 11 Steve Buck (So., 0) 
Cheyane Caldwell (So., 1); 47 Craig Walendy {So., 1) 
Skip Hicks (Ut., 1}; 30 Akil Davis (So., 1) 

Derek Ayers (Sr.. 3); 81 Tod McBride (So., 1) 
Bjom Merten (Sr., 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Vee Tata (Jt., 2); 56 Travor Turner {Fr., 0) 

Travis Kirschke (Sr., 3); 94 Darren Ctine Ur, 1) 
Jason Nevadomsky (Sr., 1); 93 Weldon Forde Ur,, 1) 
Damon Smith (So., 0); 95 Jeff McNeal (Jr, 0} 
Danjuan Magee (Jr., 2); 91 Jayson Brown Ur, 1) 
Phillip Ward (Sr., 3); 40 Ryan Neufeld (So., 1) 
Brian Willmer (Jr., 2); 45 Jeff Ruckman (Jr. 2) 
Ramog! Huma {So., 1}; 35 Larry Atkins (So., 1) 
Paul Guidry (St, 3); 10 Andy Colbert (Sr,, 3) 
Abdul McCullough (St, 3); 21 Glenn Thomokins (ir, 2) 
Shaun Williams (Jt, 2); 15 Anthony Cobbs {Sr.. 3) 
Javelin Guidry Ur., 2); 29 Aaron Roques {r., 2) 
Chris Sailer (So., 1) 
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art, along with sophomore Andy Meyers and red- 
shirt freshman Kris Farris at the tackles. 

Will it be a 4-3 or a 3-4? New defensive coor- 
dinator Rocky Long calls UCLA's scheme a 5-2, 
but the way the Bruins will be moving, classifying 
the alignment could be an exercise in futility. 
They will be small up front, with only 279- 
pound Travis Kirschke offering size with experi- 
ence. The rest of the line will use speed to present 
opponents with only moving targets to block. 

Senior Jason Nevadomsky is getting a look at 
nose guard, as is junior Weldon Forde. Sopho- 
more Damon Smith is the other tackle. The ends 
are juniors Vae Tata and Danjuan Magee. 

There is experience here with senior outside 
linebacker Phillip Ward, who recorded 7% sacks 
two seasons ago, and junior Brian Willmer, who 
played alone inside in last season's 4-3 defense. 
Sophomores Ramogi Huma, Larry Atkins and 
Ryan Neufeld will contest the other outside spot. 
Junior Jeff Ruckman, if recovered from back 
problems, can dominate inside. 

A year ago, the Bruins’ No. 2 and 3 tacklers 
were members of the secondary, a situation Toledo 
doesn’t want to see repeated. The top tackler, 
Abdul McCullough, was technically an under- 
sized (202-pound) linebacker, but he is returning 
to safety for his senior campaign. McCullough tal- 
lied 87 tackles at that position two seasons ago 
and will be paired with junior Shaun Williams to 
form a hard-hitting deep-cover tandem. 

Senior Paul Guidry will start at one corner and his 
brother Javelin, a junior, at the other. Senior 
Anthony Cobbs and junior Glenn Thompkins offer 
depth as well as possibilities in specialty defenses. 

Placekicker Bjorn Merten is an enigma. He 
played well enough in 1993 to become only the 
fourth freshman ever named to the AP All-Amer- 
ica squad, but he almost lost his job to walk-on 
Greg Andrasick last season. Merten was successful 
on 10-of-17 field-goal tries, but when he missed 
twice against California and once against USC, 
Andrasick stepped in and booted three field goals. 

Sophomore Chris Sailer, a pleasant surprise, 
posted a 42.3-yard punting average, with 12 boots 
of 50 yards or longer, three of 60 yards and 19 
downed inside the opponent's 20-yard line. One of 
those, against Washington State, sailed 81 yards. 

The returners are Paul Guidry, whose 15.1- 
yard average on punt returns ranked fifth nation- 
ally and first in the Pac-10, and McElroy, who 
averaged 24.8 yards on kickoff returns. 

Some players, particularly offensive linemen, will 
have to step up quickly if UCLA is to be a factor in 
the Pac-10 race. The new quick-passing game will 
help, bur until the linemen mature, even that could 
suffer. Unless Hicks stays healthy, something he 
hasn't been able to do for three seasons, the Bruins 
will need help from the young running backs. 

The defense, no great shakes last season, will 
have co overcome a size deficiency with speed and 
gimmicks, and generate some turnovers if the 
Bruins are to be in contention for a bowl trip. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Randy Walker 
8-2-1 (6-1-1) 
ist MAC 


he Miami (Florida, that is) Hurricane 
dynasty has slipped a bit since the pro- 
| gram’s last national championship in 1991. 
Not helping matters is an NCAA probation that 
has cut into ‘Cane recruiting for a while. 

On the other hand, the Miami Redskins, pop- 
ularly known as Miami of Ohio, are on the 
upswing despite losing two of the best players in 
the school’s history. 

Those two are tailback Deland McCullough, 
the only player ever to lead the Redskins in rush- 
ing four straight years and the all-time Mid- 
American Conference total rushing yardage 
leader (4,368 yards), and free safety Johnnie Wil- 
liams, who led the team in tackles the last three 
years, was honored as the MAC’s Defensive 
Player of the Year and ended his career ranked 
second in total tackles (524) and solo stops (288). 

Fortunately, Miami lost little else. 

The Redskins return 41 of 54 letterman from 
last years 8-2-1 team (MAC runner-up at 
6-1-1), including eight starters on offense, nine 
on defense and the punter. In case you have for- 
gotten, Miami was the only team to defeat 
Northwestern (30-28 in Evanston) during the 
1995 regular season, and a tie with MAC cham- 
pion Toledo was the only blemish on the Rockets’ 
11-O-1 record. Furthermore, the Redskins beat 
Cincinnati, a team that had one week earlier 
blanked Virginia Tech 16-0 on the road. 

The Redskins also posted their most road wins 
(five) since 1977, most shutouts (three) since 
1982, their first four-game winning streak since 
1986 and best overall record since 1985. 

Miami's offense rolled up 3,986 yards and 326 
points a year ago, fourth highest totals in school 
history. Senior quarterback Sam Ricketts, who 
got numerous starts the last ewo years when Neil 
Dougherty was injured, completed 108-of-211 
passes last season for 1,337 yards and 14 touch- 
downs, with just seven interceptions. 

Without question, Miami last season fielded a 
quality football team, a legitimate Top 35-caliber 
squad. 

Can the 1996 Redskin outfit be as tough? Per- 
haps, but there are some potential stumbling 
blocks, particularly in the form of a very demand- 
ing schedule. 

The heir-apparent to McCullough at tailback is 
senior Ty King, a gifted athlete who carried 96 
times for 470 yards and six touchdowns. 

The receiving corps is headed by senior Tre- 
mayne Banks, a second-team All-MAC selection 
who led the Redskins with 44 catches for 733 
yards and five l'Ds, Banks also was the top punt 
returner with a 13.3-yard average. The rest of the 
wideout corps includes sophomores Jay Hall and 
Nod Washington, and junior college transfer Ray 
Barnes, who sat out last season. 

Senior Eric Beverly is arguably the top blocking 
tight end in the MAC, while juniors Damian 
Vaughn and Jeremy Adkins return at H-back. 

The offensive line was one of the best in school 
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“"Sam Ricketts 


history and returns four starters, led by All-MAC 
junior guard Mike Bird and second-team senior 
center Matt Cravens. Also back are junior tackle 
Mark Sroka and senior tackle Chris Rhodes. The 
likely starter at the other guard spot is sophomore 
Ted Stee. 

If you think all that is impressive, consider the 
defense, which ranked second in the nation 
(251.6 yards a game), first in  pass-efficiency 
defense, seventh in scoring defense (15.0) and 
11th in rushing defense (110.9). 

The defensive line is led by second-team All- 
MAC pick Jason Holmes at end. Junior tackles 
Patrice Morgan and Jason Havens started all 11 
games last year. Junior Chad Brightman is the 
other end, 


depth Cia 


OFFENSE (8) 


Jay Hall (So.. 1); 5 Nod Washington (So., 0) 
Mark Sroka (Jr., 1); 53 Chris Kalafatis (Fr,, 0) 
Mike Bird (Je, 1); 66 Chris Ruetsman (Fr.. 0} 
Mat Cravens (Sr, 3); 60 Matt Kordos (Jr., 1) 
Ted Stec (So., 1); 74 Josh Romberg (Fr., 1) 

Chris Rhodes (Sr, 3); 73 Brian Vest (Jr., 1) 
Eric Beverly (Sr, 3); 85 Andy Sakach (So., 4) 
Sam Ricketts (Jc, 2); 15 Don Nielsen (Fr., 0) 
Damian Voughn (Ur. 2); 31 Jeremy Adkins (Jr, 2) 
Ty King (Se, 3}; 32 Cincy Carraro (Ur. 0) 
Tremayne Banks (Sr., 3); 1 Ray Barnes (So., 0) 
John Scott (Fr., 0} 


DEFENSE (9) 


Chad Brightman (Jr., 2):'94 Andy Habing (Fr., 0) 
Patrice Morgan (Jr, 1); 58 Marcus Stepp Ur. 2) 
Jason Havens (Jr,, 2); 64 Ed Marut (So.) 

Jason Holmes (Sr, 2); 96 Jason Simmons (So., 1} 
Dee Osborne (Sr, 3); 21 Andy Martin Ur., 2) 
Kenyon Harper (Sr., 3); 34 Ryan Abel (So., 1) 
JoJuan Armour (So., 1); 46 Dustin Cohen (Fr., 0) 
Jamie Taylor (Jr, 2) 30 Jeff Cheeks (r., 2) 
Emest Perry (Sr., 3); 17 John Baker (So., 2) 
Jason Druso (Ur, 1); 23 Artie Shaw (Jr., 2} 

Cleon Plummer (Sr, 2); 9 Joel Miller (Sr., 1) 
Jason Cheney (St, 1) 
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The strength of the group again appears to be 
the linebacking corps, which returns all three 
starters. Senior Kenyon Harper will patrol the 
middle, flanked by senior Dee Osborne and 
cither sophomore JoJuan Armour or junior Joe 
alcic, who suffered a knee injury midway 
through the season, Harper and Osborne were 
first-team All-MAC selections, 

The Redskin secondary is talented and experi- 
enced. Last fall, the unit keyed the defense’s 
school record of 22 pass interceptions. It is 
anchored by second-team All-MAC _ performer 


= Jamie Taylor, a junior cornerback who picked off 
five passes and broke up a dozen others. Senior 


cornerback Cleon Plummer also had five picks. 


= Senior strong safety Ernest Perry is another 


Without question, 
Miami last season 
fielded a quality football 


team, a legitimate 


Top 35-caliber squad. 


returning starter. Juniors Jason Druso and Artie 
Shaw will battle for Williams’ free safety spot. 

The kicking game is perhaps the main area of 
concern for seventh-year coach Randy Walker. 
Placekicker Chad Seitz, the No. 2 scorer in school 
history, has graduated, leaving a trio of untested 
players battling for the position: redshirt fresh- 
man John Scott and Kevin Tymitz, and true 
freshman Kent McCullough. 

Senior punter Jason Cheney was fourth in the 
MAC with a 40.9-yard average. Banks and Wash- 
ington will return punts; King and Barnes will 
handle kickoff returns. 

If Miami is to equal, or better, last fall’s success, 
it must navigate what is likely the toughest over- 
all schedule any MAC team will face. 

Specifically, of the predicted top four MAC 
teams, not including Miami itself, the Redskins 
must face Toledo, Ball State and Bowling Green 
on the road (only Central Michigan comes to 
Oxford). 

In addition, Walker's troops must trek to Indi- 
ana and Cincinnati. The former has struggled the 
past few seasons and is expected to be improved. 
The latter could boast a Top 25 ranking at some 
point this season and will be determined to rec- 
tify its bumble of last September (allowing the 
Redskins to return a kickoff for the game-win- 
ning score in the final seconds). And a mid-Octo- 
ber home battle with Army will not be an 
automatic win, 

Make no mistake, Miami could limp home 
with a losing record in 1996. 

But don't expect to see that happen. The Red- 
skins are too deep and too experienced. They'll 
steal one of the evo games with Indiana and Cincy, 
win two of the three tough MAC road games, and 
topple Army and Bowling Green at home. 

Bluntly, Miami's season likely will hinge on the 
road contest at Toledo on Nov. 2. 
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Louisville Cardinals 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 
1996 Pick: 


Ron Cooper 
7-4-0 
2nd C-USA 


Ithough Conference USA begins football 
competition this fall, the league's 
hicago-based headquarters oversaw last 
semper the choosing (by C-USA coaches) of a 
first- and second-team All-Conference USA. 

None of the conference's six football-playing 
schools was better represented than Louisville, 
which placed 13 players on the two teams. But of 
those 13, the Cardinals lost six. 

Cardinal coach Ron Cooper enters his second 
season unfazed. In fact, he thinks this team might 
be better than last year's respectable 7-4 squad, if 
anything, because the players will start the season 
knowing fully what to expect. 

“We came in 1995 and changed everything: 
the offense, the defense, the kicking game, team 
rules,” explains Cooper, at 35 the nation’s second- 
youngest. coach (Oklahoma’s John Blake is 
younger, by about one month). “We instituted a 
fairly strict set of rules we felt would instill disci- 
pline.” 

Cooper admits it took some time for his young 
charges to adapt to the new system and a new 
coaching staff. As a partial result, Louisville lost 
Games 3 and 4 to Michigan State (30-7) and 
North Carolina (17-10), both at home and 
nationally televised no less. 

“Those nvo losses took some steam out of us,” 
Cooper says. “But the offense finally started to 
come around (afterward), and our defense played 
well all year.” 

Without question, the Cardinal defense was 
impressive, Louisville led the nation with 41 
turnovers recorded and finished seventh nation- 
ally in scoring defense, yielding 15.0 points per 
contest. In seven games, the Redbirds limited foes 
to 17 or fewer points. 

Cardinal followers wonder whether this sea- 
son’s team can be as rugged defensively. The loss 
of linebacker Alex Campos will hurt. 

However, ‘Tennessee transfer Leland Taylor, a 
big tackle with fine credentials, joins the unit. 

“I feel real good about our football team going 
into Conference USA play,” Cooper says. 

Two field generals will do battle to replace 
Marty Lowe, last fall's starter. Senior Jason Payne 
was Lowe's main backup, completing 15-of-33 
passes for 164 yards, no touchdowns and three 
interceptions, 

Payne is capable but not nearly as heralded as 
redshirt freshman Chris Redman, a former con- 
sensus high school All-America quarterback who 
is expected to supplant Payne as the starter. [f he 
proves to be as exciting as advertised, Louisville 
will be cough throughout Redman’s stay. 

Louisville could unleash a potent 1-2 tailback 
tandem in sophomore Frank Moreau and junior 
Donnell Gordon, Moreau completed a_ solid 
rookie season with 416 yards, the second most 
ever by a Cardinal freshman. Gordon, a transfer 
from Kentucky, is more of a slasher than Moreau. 

The starting fullback is expected to be redshirt 
freshman Ibn Green, but senior Kaaba Majeed, 
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Tyrus McCloud 


who missed part of last season with an ankle 
injury, will press for playing ume. 

Junior wide receiver Miguel Montano (50 
catches for 694 yards) was named second-team 
all-conference. Fellow junior Robert Bates (24 
catches, 361 yards, four touchdowns) comple- 
ments Montano nicely. Cooper wants a third 
receiver to emerge. That man may be sophomore 
Caswell Goodman, who caught five passes work- 
ing as an H-back out of the backfield. 

The Cardinal tight end is junior Mike Bogan, 
a second-team All-C-USA_ selection who, 
although totaling only two receptions, is expected 
co blossom this fall. 

Three starters must be replaced along the 
offensive line, but a transfer will help offset the 


aay chart | 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR = 8 Miguel Montano (Jr., 2); 26 0.J, Brown (Fr., 0) 
OT 79 them MaduakaCain (So., 1); 65 Anthony Byrd (Fr,, 0) 
0G 64 Steve Misetic {Sr., 0); 66 James Pesavento Ur, 0) 
c 53 Craig Hoffman (Jr., 2); 62 Josh Richardson (Fr. 0) 
OG 70 Rick Nord {So., 1); 69 Jon Suski (Fr, 0) 
OT 67 Matt Johnson (Sr., 2); 71 Mark Grivna (Fr,, 0) 
TE 84 Mike Bogan (Jt, 2); 89 PJ, Zariczny (Je, 0) 
QB 4 Jason Payne (Sr. 2); 7 Chris Redman (Fr., 0) 
TB 32 Frank Moreau (So. 1);22 Donnell Gordon (Jr. 0) 
FB 88 ton Green (Fr., 0); 47 Jeff Sholly {So., 1) 
WR = 5 Robert Bates (Jr, 2); 20 Kaaba Majeed (Sr, 2) 
PK 38 David Akers (Sr, 3) 
DEFENSE (7) 

DE 51 Carl Powell (Sr. 1); 55 Owayne Gwinner (Fr., 0) 
DT 92 Matt Conway (Jr, 1): 95 Rondel Marsh (Jr, 2) 
DT 56 Leland Taylor (Sr., 0); 74 Mike Gantous (Fr.. 0) 
DE 90 Kendrick Gholston (Jr, 1); 83 Andy Peak (Fr., 0) 
SLB 57 Ramon Brayan Ur, 2); 48 Jason Caswell (Fr., 0) 
MLB 52 Tyrus McCloud (Sr., 2); 29 Jason Wyatt (So., 4) 
WLB 35 Tey RiceLocket (So., 2); 40 David Washington (Fr., 0} 
CB 13 Sam Madison (Sr., 3); 3 Deran Wiley (Jr, 0) 
SS 24 John Fuqua (Jr, 2); 21 Tony Esters (So., 4) 
FS 1._s«-Rico Clark (Sr,, 3); 19 Courtney Dinkins (Fr., 0) 
CB 46 Tony Bethel (Sr., 3); 27 Don Bibb (Fr., 0) 
P 38 Jeremy Borseth (So., 1) 
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losses. Former Notre Dame part-time starter 
Steve Misetic, a senior, will start at one guard 
spot, while senior Matt Johnson will start at a 
tackle position. Junior Craig Hoffman has been 
moved from guard to center. The other starting 
tackle could be sophomore Ikem Maduaka-Cain, 
and the spot at guard opposite Misetic likely will 
go to sophomore Rick Nord. 

On the defensive front, returning starting ends 
Carl Powell, a senior who registered 44 tackles, 
and Kendrick Gholston, a junior who added 48 
stops and a team-high eight sacks, are solid. 
Gholston was an All-C-USA pick; Powell was a 
second-team selection. ‘Taylor, a senior, stands an 
outstanding chance of starting at one tackle spot. 
Senior Matt Conway and junior Rondel Marsh 
will battle at the other tackle. 

Senior middle linebacker Tyrus McCloud was 
the C-USA Defensive Player of the Year. His 
numbers were impressive: 126 tackles (88 pri- 
mary stops), four sacks, 11 tackles for losses, three 
fumble recoveries and two interceptions. 

Sophomore Terry Rice-Locket (56 tackles) 
should start at one of the outside spots, with 
junior Ramon Brayan the other probable starter. 

Senior cornerback Sam Madison (65 tackles, a 
team-high seven interceptions) and junior free 
safety Rico Clark (84 stops) were first- and sec- 
ond-team all-league picks. The strong safety is 
junior John Fuqua (82 tackles), the son of former 
Pittsburgh Steeler Frenchy Fuqua. Rounding out 
the secondary is reliable senior corner ‘Tony 
Bethel (56 tackles). 

Every key player in the Cardinal kicking game 
returns, although improvement is needed. Senior 
placekicker David Akers, who nailed 12-of-19 
field goals (63.2 percent), and sophomore punter 
Jeremy Borseth, who averaged a respectable 39.3 
yards, need to boost their numbers somewhat. 

Junior Frank Fountain averaged 16.5 yards on 
eight kick returns. Clark, the punt returner, reg- 
istered an 8.5-yard average on six runbacks, 

Cooper is confident that his coaching style is 
now fully ingrained within his troops. He con- 
siders himself a disciplinarian who is progressive 
enough to be flexible with his many team rules. 
Further helping in the coach/player communica- 
tion process is the fact that Cooper's nine-man 
assistant coaching staff is composed of men 40 
years of age and younger. The combination of a 
youthful, energetic coaching staff and an experi- 
enced team with numerous individual stars 
makes this season look promising for Cardinal 
boosters. 

Louisville should have a great passing attack, an 
underrated running game, a solid offensive line 
and a fabulous defense. The schedule is favorable 
despite six road games (Kentucky, Penn State, 
Michigan State, Tulane, North Carolina and 
Houston), Assuming the Cards win their five 
home games (Baylor, Southern Miss, Northern 
Illinois, Cincinnati and Memphis) and can take 
four on the road, a bow! berth is likely. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Washington State Cougars 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 
1996 Pick: 


Mike Price 
3-8-0 (2-6-0) 
8th Pac-10 


hen a football team finishes 3-8, 
the off-season doesn't figure to be 
/ WF much fun. But Washington State 


coach Mike Price wasn’t bargaining for the sort 
of tumult that visited the Cougars. 

First, there were questions about the future 
of quarterback Chad Davis, who had been 
replaced as the starter in the final two games by 
promising Ryan Leaf. Davis’ billing had 
exceeded his productivity, and it was thought 
he hadn't taken the demotion well. 

Davis initially said he would return for his 
senior year, starter or not. Then, in February, 
he announced he would pursue an NFL career. 

That distraction was minimal compared to 
this: In February, four players — offensive 
linemen Paul Mickelbart and Ricky Austin, 
defensive lineman Darryl Jones and linebacker 
Phillip Glover — announced they were trans- 
ferring, despite the prospects of playing time. 

Price put a positive spin on the defections, 
saying he had instituted a tougher off-season 
regimen, both academically and physically, and 
that not everyone had responded well. 

“First of all, if they're not happy here, then 
they shouldn’t stay,” he says. “The other thing 
is, when you're 3-8 and your graduation rate 
isn't where the head coach, or anybody else, he 
would like it to be, then you need to be more 
demanding. What we basically are doing is 
being more demanding of our players, with 
things like class checks and weight lifting. 

“I think our talent pool is getting better, and 
if you don’t work hard to increase your ability, 
then you get left out.” 

Leaf, a sophomore, possesses phenomenal talent 
and has been compared, at least in stature, to for- 
mer Washington State signal-caller Drew Bledsoe. 
When the struggling Cougars faced Washington 
last fall ac Husky Stadium, a venue where fans are 
notorious for frazzling quarterbacks, Leaf con- 
nected on 22-of-33 aerials for 291 yards, an 
uncommonly composed effort in a 33-30 defeat. 

“Don James (former longtime Washington 
coach) was quoted as saying hed never seen a 
freshman quarterback play that well against a 
Husky football team,” Price says. “So many 
opposing players came up to me after the game 
and said Leaf really looked good.” 

Quarterback depth looms as an acute problem 
with Davis gone. The primary backup is Steve 
Birnbaum, a redshirt freshman. 

The graduation of fleet Frank Madu (an 87- 
yard touchdown run at Nebraska) leaves the back- 
field situation highly unsettled. 

Sophomores Miguel Meriwether and Kwame 
Stewart are candidates at running back. Meri- 
wether played well in the season finale at Wash- 
ington, tallying 79 yards on nine carries. 

The player to watch is junior Michael Black, 
who played at Dorsey High School in Los Ange- 
les with former UCLA running back Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar. 
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“This guy looks like a big-time player,” Price 
says of Black. “He wasn’t able to get his (junior 
college) degree, so he laid out a year and kind of 
got lost in the shuffle. Buzz Preston, our running 
backs coach, kept in touch with him all along, and 
we ended up getting a big-time recruit without 
much competition.” 

Washington State appears to have a solid corps 
of targets for Leaf, including senior Chad Carpen- 
ter (32 catches, 415 yards in "95), and juniors 
Bryant Thomas (32, 333) and Shawn Tims (17, 
289, four touchdowns). Also heartening for 
Cougar fans is the addition of a group of speedy 
newcomers: redshirt freshman Nep Drummer, 
sophomore Nian Taylor and Long Beach City 
College transfer Kevin McKenzie. 


ea chart 


OFFENSE (6) 


Chad Carpenter (St, 3); 24 Jason Clayton (So., 1} 
Scott Sanderson (St, 3); 73 Rob Rainville (So., 1) 
Jason McEndoo (Jr, 2); 78 Geoff Pierce (So., 1) 
Cory Withrow (i, 2); 62 Lee Harrison Ue, 1) 
Mine Sage (So., 0); 65 Bryan Chiu (Se. 0) 

Ryan McShane (:.. 2); 75 Jon Ottenbeelt (Fr., 0} 
David Kouft (St, 3}: 84 Jon Kincaid Ur., 1) 

Shawn Tims Ur., 1 23 Nep Drummer (Fr,, 0) 

Ryan Leaf (So., 1); 13 Steve Bimbaum (Fr., 0) 
Miguel Merwether (So., 2); 31 Kwame Stewart (So.. 1) 
Bryant Thomas (Jr. 2); 45 Shawn MeWeshington (Jr, 2) 
Tony Truant (Sr., 2) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Da'Vid Evans (Sx, 1¢ 90 Dorian Boose (ir, 0) 
Delmar Morais (So., 2); 59 Jason Stroman (Ur, 1) 
Gary Holmes (So., 1); 35 Takari Bash (Fr, 0) 
‘Shane Doyle (Jc, 1); 87 Rob Meier (Fr., 0) 

Branxton Moore (Jr., 1); 42 Stephen Gieason (Fr., 0} 
James Darling (Sc, 3); 64 Todd Nelson Ur, 1) 
Johnny Nansen (Sr, 2); 45 Chris Dixon (So., 1) 
Adesola Moronkola (So., 4); 28 Tray Crayton {So., 0) 
Duane Stewart (Jr, 2); 21 Kenny Moore (Jr., 0) 
Derek Henderson (Sc, 3); 3 Terrell Henderson (Sr., 2) 
Shad Hinchen (Se, 1}; 32 Jame! Payton (r., 1) 
Jeft Banks Ur, 0} 
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Tight end duties will be shared by senior David 
Knuff, junior Jon Kincaid and sophomore Love 
Jefferson, a transfer from Pacific. 

“I think the offensive line is going to be a 
strength for us,” says Price. The best up front are 
junior left guard Jason McEndoo and senior left 
tackle Scott Sanderson. Junior center Cory With- 
row is another returning starter. 

Junior Ryan McShane will hold down the right 
tackle spot, but right guard is less settled as sopho- 
more Mike Sage could give way to senior Bryan 
Chiu, another Pacific transfer. 

The void left by Jones’ departure will be filled by 
sophomore defensive tackle Delmar Morais. The 
coaches think they have two potentially stellar players 
in sophomore tackle Gary Holmes and junior end 
Dorian Boose. After signing with Washington State 
originally, the slender Boose attended Walla Walla 
Community College, starting on the basketball 


“What we basically are 
doing is being more 
demanding of our players, 
with things like class 
checks and weight lifting.” 


team. Now, having beefed up to 270 pounds, he has 
“big-time ability,” says Price. 

Shane Doyle, a junior, is penciled in at one end, 
with senior Da’Vid Evans at the other. 

Another end candidate is 6-6, 240-pound junior 
Jonathan Nance of Miami. Dennis Erickson, the for- 
mer Hurricane coach now at the helm of the Seattle 
Seahawks, placed Nance at Chaffey JC, bur Nance 
has been re-routed to Pullman. 

Washington State has longed for the arrival of 
sophomore tackle Malcolm Stewart, who bench- 
presses 470 pounds. But borderline grades make his 
eligibility a question mark. 

Senior James Darling fits the Cougar tradition of 
solid linebacking. As usual, Washington State 
boasts speed at linebacker. Darling is the slowest of 
the group, running a 4.7 40. Senior Johnny Nansen 
returns to start on the strong side, and last season's 
backup Brandon Moore, a junior, steps up to han- 
dle the weak side. 

Senior Shad Hinchen and sophomore Adesola 
Moronkola are the cornerbacks, Senior Derek Hen- 
derson is listed as the starting free safety, and junior 
Duane Stewart is penciled in at strong safety. 

Senior placekicker Tony Truant (8-of-12 field 
goals) returns. Junior college transfer Jeff Banks will 
punt. Hinchen will return both kicks and punts. 

The Cougars’ 3-8 record last season was the pro- 
gram's worst since 1990. To return to a state of com- 
petitiveness, Leaf must emerge as a top-flight 
quarterback, a quality running back must be found 
to complement the passing attack and the defensive 
line must avoid injuries. 

Washington State has stockpiled considerable tal- 
ent, thanks to some Prop 48 entrants and transfers. 
These players must produce if the team is to make a 
run at the Pac-10’s first division. 
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Head Coach: Gary Pinkel 


1995 Record (MAC): 11-0-1 (7-0-1) 
1996 Pick: 2nd MAC 
ebraska has won two consecutive 


national championships, in the process 

fashioning perfect records. Last fall, only 
one other Division I-A football program finished 
the season with an unbeaten mark. 

The Toledo Rockets not only posted an 
11-0-1 record and won the Mid-American Con- 
ference championship (7-0-1, the only blemish a 
28-28 tie with Miami of Ohio), but in the pro- 
cess they finished with a No. 24 national ranking 
in the final Associated Press poll, the first MAC 
team to crack the elite grouping since Miami in 
1975. 

In those days, the MAC posted some impres- 
sive numbers. Toledo assembled a record of 35-0 
from 1969-71, and Miami won consecutive 
Tangerine Bowls (forerunner of the Florida Cit- 
rus Bowl) in 1973-74-75, defeating Florida, 
Georgia and South Carolina. 

The tie with MAC rival Miami was rather 
impressive in itself in that the Redskins were the 
only team to beat Big Ten champ Northwestern 
(in Evanston, no less) during the regular season. 
And Miami beat Cincinnati the week after the 
Bearcats blanked Big East co-champ Virginia 
Tech, 16-0, in Blacksburg. 

Toledo expects to have another competitive 
team with the return of 39 of 52 lettermen, 
including six starters from an offense that set 21 
school records, seven on defense and the punter. 

Toledo's 1-2 punch in the backfield starts with 
senior tailback Wasean Tait, the nation’s second- 
leading rusher a year ago at 173.2 yards a game. 
He also was third in scoring and all-purpose yard- 
age, Overall, Tait tallied 1,905 yards and a 5.3- 
yards-per-carry average. He is one of the four best 
running backs in America. 

The young man who hands off to Tait is senior 
quarterback Ryan Huzjak, who had the best 
touchdown-to-interception ratio (15-5) in the 
MAC. Huzjak completed 156-of-273 passes 
(57.1 percent) for 1,880 yards, 15 touchdowns 
and only five interceptions. He also rushed for 
367 yards on 117 carries (3.1-yard average). 

Junior Dwayne Harris, a 4.3 speedster, was 
among the nation’s best in kickoff returns with a 
24.3-yard average. When given a chance to carry 
the ball, he was even more impressive — seven 
carries for 84 yards, a 12.0-yard average. 

Tight end Steve Rosi, the team’s leading 
receiver, is gone, but a strong group of pass catch- 
ers returns, led by senior split end James Spriggs, 
who totaled three touchdowns among his 18 
receptions. Sophomore flanker Brock Kreitzburg 
(23 receptions) is the heir-apparent to Rosi as 
Toledo's possession receiver, Sophomore H-back 
Mace Freeman averaged 19.7 yards a catch. Sen- 
ior Chip Hendon replaces Rosi at tight end. 

That leaves only the line as a concern on 
offense. Toledo lost four of its five interior line- 
men. Senior guard Nate Johnson is the lone 
returning starter, but senior guards Ramon Torres 
and Paul Dalmas, junior tackle Chris Williams 
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Toledo Rockets 


Ve fis 


and sophomore tackle Colin Westrich all logged 
significant playing time and should fill the gaps. 
Junior James Bates will man the center position. 
“We played eight guys on a consistent basis last 
year, so even though we lost four linemen it's not 
a complete wipeout,” coach Gary Pinkel says. 
Pinkel completely overhauled Toledo's defense 
last year, installing a multiple 4—4 alignment. 
Encouragingly, the Rockets responded by leading 
the nation in turnover margin (plus-2 a game). 
Pinkel’s squad recorded 34 takeaways while relin- 
quishing the ball just 12 times. The Rockets out- 
scored the opposition on turnovers 128-14. 
Pinkel says the defensive line, outside lineback- 
ers and secondary can all be areas of strength. 
Three starting linemen return — junior tackles 


depth ira 


OFFENSE (6) 


Brock Kreitzburg (So., 1): 8 Romain Davis (Jt, 2) 
Chip Hendon (Sr., 2}; 81 Rick Scott {So.. 1) 
Colin Westrich {So., 1); 79 David Stanwick (Sr, 0) 
Paul Daimas (S+., 4); 92 Matt Riesen (Sr. 3) 
James Bates (it, 1); 72 Mike Lenix (r., 0} 

Nate Johnson (St, 2); 52 Ramon Torres (Sr., 1) 
Chris Wiliams (Je., 1); 67 Tom Erb {So., 0) 

James Spriggs (Sc, 3): 16 Damon Ealey (So., 1) 
Mace Freeman (So., 1); 5 Vince Wilson (Sr. 1) 
Ryan Huzjak (Sr., 3); 7 Chris Wallace (So., 0) 
Wasean Tait (Sr., 3); 1 Dwayne Harris Ur, 1) 
Ryan Klaer (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Jason Richards (Je, 2); 47 Gregg King (So., 1) 
Joey Jones (Jt, 1); 90 Damon Walker (Sr., 1) 
Loren Burkey (Je, 1); 87 Chris Gillette (So., 0) 
Matt Femandez Ur.. 2); 93 Aaron Avery (Sr... 0) 
Marcus Matthews (Ur. 2); 37 Keith Travis (Fr, 0) 
Craig Dues (Jr., 2); 44 Romules Durant (So.. 1) 
Matt Vaillant (So., 0); 56 Anjuan Savage {So.. 1) 
Jamie Johnson (Sr., 3); 85 Mark Hatgas (Jr., 1) 
Clarence Love (Jt, 2); 15 Todd Burch (Fr., 0) 
Rasché Sumpter (Jr, 1}; 4 Kelly Hermdon (So., 1} 
Mark Herron (Sr., 3); 6 Chris Holifield (Jr., 2) 
Ty Grude (Sr., 3) 
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Joey Jones and Jason Richards and junior end 
Loren Burkey. The other end is expected to be 
junior Matt Fernandez. The reserves are seniors 
Damon Walker and Aaron Avery. 

Junior outside linebacker Craig Dues partici- 
pated in 11 of the 34 takeaways the Rockets reg- 
istered and totaled 81 tackles. Junior Marcus 
Matthews, who notched five sacks, returned an 
interception for a touchdown and caused three 
fumbles as a backup, should step in as the other 
OLB. Senior inside linebacker Jamie Johnson led 
the team with 11.9 tackles a game (131 total). 
Lining up opposite him inside is sophomore 
Mate Vaillant. 

In the secondary, senior Mark Herron returns 
at free safety after accumulating 108 tackles (a 
team-high 62 solo) last season. Also back is jun- 
ior cornerback Clarence Love. The other corner- 
back is projected to be junior Rasche Sumpter. 


“I don’t think there 
is any question 
that we’re returning a 
good football team.” 
— Gary Pinkel 


Sophomore Ryan Klaer, who handled the 
placekicking as a true freshman in 1994 (9-of-14 
field goals, 32-of-37 PATs) and redshirted last 
year, returns to that position. 

In a conference loaded with talented punters, 
senior Ty Grude, a starter since his freshman year, 
averaged a school-record 42.8 yards per punt last 
fall and was named to the All-MAC second team. 

After facing a tough road schedule in 1995, 
‘Toledo will have perhaps its best home slate ever. 
It starts when Indiana becomes the first Big Ten 
team ever to visit the Glass Bowl and includes 
MAC powers Bowling Green, Western Michigan, 
Miami and Central Michigan. 

Is it within reason to think Toledo can crack 
the Top 25 again? 

“Yes,” Pinkel responds. “People told me prior 
to last season that is wasn't realistic for a MAC 
team to be ranked in the Top 25. 1 don't think 
there is any question that we're returning a good 
football team.” 

There is also no question that the recent suc- 
cess of Toledo football (the program is 55-31—3 
since the 1988 season) has helped improved the 
school's overall athletic image. 

With 25,000 students, respected academic pro- 
grams and quality athletic facilities, the university 
is a centerpiece of Toledo (metropolitan popula- 
tion roughly 600,000). Detroit and Cleveland are 
nearby, potentially providing Rocket sports teams 
outstanding media coverage. And these positives 
will help Toledo position itself for the next round 
of major conference realignment, predicted by 
some to happen between 2005 and 2010. 

If Toledo is to be a part of something special, 
and of all the MAC school’s its chances appear to 
be the best, continued football success is a key. 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 1996 


TCU Horned Frogs 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SWC): 
1996 Pick: 


Pat Sullivan 
6-5-0 (3-4-0) 
3rd WAC Mountain 


or the first time in three years, Texas Chris- 

tian coach Pat Sullivan will head into fall 

two-a-days with no established starting 
quarterback or tailback. 

Bur Sullivan likes the potential of a team that 
returns 10 starters and will make its Western Ath- 
letic Conference debut after a 6-5 finish in its 
swan-song season as a Southwest Conference 
member. 

“Our goal is to be playing in Las Vegas on Dec. 
7,” Sullivan says, referring to the first WAC tide 
game. “That's a realistic goal.” 

In particular, Sullivan is high on his offensive 
and defensive lines. With reserves, redshirts and 
signees, Sullivan figures he has enough skill-posi- 
tion talent to guide this team well past a modest 
third consecutive winning season. The last time 
the Horned Frogs posted three straight winning 
seasons was back in the late °50s (1957-59). 

“Our kids are to the point they expect to com- 
pete for the conference championship in whatever 
conference they're in,” says Sullivan. “We're getting 
close physically to matching up and doing that.” 

Mentally, says senior linebacker Geoff Stephens, 
the Horned Frogs have advanced light years since 
he hit the campus for the first time, in the fall of 
1993, 

“When I was a freshman, and wed be getting 
ready to play Texas or Baylor, there was fear. We 
didnt have confidence,” says Stephens, the team's 
top returning tackler with 80 stops in 1995. “Now, 
we know we can play with anybody.” 

Max Knake, a three-year starter at quarterback, 
is gone. His longtime understudy, junior Todd 
Stanford, ended spring drills as No. 1 but has yet 
to attempt a pass at the collegiate level. 

Stanford may not get many opportunities this 
fall, either. Arriving in August is Fred Taylor, a 4.5 
sprinter who was named the National Junior Col- 
lege Most Valuable Player for 1995 after an All- 
America season at Hinds (Miss.) Junior College. 
Taylor completed 56.4 percent of his passes last 
season for 2,381 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

Departed Andre Davis, TCU’s leading rusher 
the past two seasons, was effective but not particu- 
larly speedy. His replacement will be less experi- 
enced but faster. 

Incoming freshman Reggie Hunt (4.4 speed), 
who rushed for more than 2,000 yards and scored 
40 touchdowns as a high school senior, may wind 
up playing free safety, Andre Bruce, a sophomore, 
and Sterling Boyd, a senior, bring blue-chip cre- 
dentials to the table. Basil Mitchell, a sophomore, 
has been a hit in spring drills the past two years. 
Any of the foursome could become a solid com- 
plement to senior fullback Koi Woods (4.7 yards 
per carry, 10.4 yards per catch). 

Whoever emerges as the Horned Frog quarter- 
back will have an all-conference target in wide 
receiver John Washington (52 catches, 699 yards), 
as well as a dependable second option in Jason 
Tucker (31 catches, 433 yards). Junior college 
signee Rodney Lauderdale possesses 4.35 speed 


and possibly could emerge as a game breaker. 

Tight end is open, with juco transfer Mike 
Brown, sophomore Travis Wilson and redshirt 
freshman Kyle Williams in the mix. 

This fall, TCU will average 284.7 pounds per 
man, from tackle-to-tackle, on the first and second 
offensive units. Most have experience, headed by 
All-America candidate Ryan ‘Tucker at center. 
‘Tucker, a senior, is joined by fellow returnees 
Fabian Stegall, a senior, and Mark Cortez, a junior, 
at quick guard and quick tackle, respectively. Can- 
didates for the other guard spot include sopho- 
mores James Smith and J.P. McFarland, while 
sophomore Greg Davis is expected to be the man 
at strong tackle. 

Seniors Bernard Oldham and Gaylon Hyder 


CEmiuschart | 


OFFENSE (5) 


John Washington (Sx, 3); 38 Torne Simmons iFr., 0) 
Mark Cortez (Jc, 2); 74 Jon Donahue (So., 1) 
Fabian Stegall (St, 1); 79 Doug Loeser (Jr., 0) 
Ryan Tucker (Sr, 3); 77 Clifton Clemons (Fr., 0) 
James Smith (So., 1); 69 J.P. MoFarland (So., 1) 
Greg Davis {So., 1); 71 Paul Harmon (Fr., 0) 
Travis Wilson {So., 1); 89 Kyle Williams (Fr., 0) 
Jason Tucker Ur,, 2}; 82 Tavarus Moore (So., 1) 
Todd Stanford (Jr., 2); 13 Garth Davies (Jr. 0) 
Kol Woods (Sr., 2); 35 Lance Willams (So., 3) 
Andre Bruce (So., 1); 22 Basil Mitchell [So.. 0} 
Michael Reeder (Jt, 2) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Matt Harper (Jr., 0); 98 Akill Johnson (Fr.,.0) 
Berard Oidham (Sr, 1); 95 Michael Janak (Sr., 3) 
Gaylon Hyder (Sr., 3); 95 Michael Janak (Sr., 3) 
Chance McCarty (Jr.. 2); 94 Daryl Johnson {So., 4} 
Tony Brovm {Sr., 3}; 40 Kam Hunt (So., 1) 

Scott Taft UUr., 2}; 49 Marvin Mullins (So., 1) 
Geoff Stephens (Sr., 3); 43 Jay Davern Ur., 2) 
Godfrey White (Jc, 2); 6 Corey Masters Ur., 2) 
Chris Staten (Jr., 1); 32 Joseph Phipps (So.. 1) 
Cedric Allen (Sr., 3); 16 Terrance Cook (Fr., 0} 
Lerward Bentley (So., 1); 31 Barry Browning {So., 0) 
Todd Fitzgerald (Jr., 0) 
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will bear much of the responsibility for improv- 
ing a run defense that allowed opponents 4.5 
yards per rushing attempt last season. Fellow 
senior Michael Janak is the top backup at both 
positions. 

TCU coaches also expect breakthrough sea- 
sons from a pair of first-year starters at end: Matt 
Harper, a transfer from Stanford, and Chance 
McCarty, a converted quarterback, 

Stephens is the lone returning starter at line- 
backer. But there was off-season improvement 
from sophomore Kam Hunt, TCU’s bellcow 
signee of 1995, and the return from injury of 
junior Jay Davern. Dependable reserves Tony 
Brown, Scott Taft and Marvin Mullins give the 
Horned Frogs six quality linebackers. 

Cornerback Godfrey White and strong safety 
Chris Staten could merit all-conference consid- 
eration. White, a junior, knocked down a team- 


“When I was a freshman, 
there was fear. Now, we 
know we can play 


with anybody.” 
— Geoff Stephens 


high 10 passes and forced two fumbles. Staten, 
another junior, totaled 70 tackles. 

The free safety spot is open and could belong 
to Hunt, a bruising hitter. Sophomores 
Lenward Bentley and Barry Browning also 
are under consideration. 

At the corner opposite White, two additional 
newcomers, junior college transfer Terrell Sutton 
and redshirt freshman Terrance Cook, will battle 
senior Cedric Allen for playing time. 

Michael Reeder was the 1995 Lou Groza 
Award winner. Reeder, a junior who has yet to 
miss from inside 39 yards in his career (27-of-27 
field goals from that distance, 52-of-52 PATs), 
has converted 85 percent of his field-goal oppor- 
tunities at TCU (34-of-40). Reeder may also 
handle punting duties in 1996, If not, look for 
reserve quarterback Royce Huffman to take the 
long snaps. 

The return game appears first-rate, thanks to 
the elusive Washington (12.2-yard average, one 
touchdown on a punt return). 

Without question, Sullivan has the necessary 
beef in the trenches to have his team seriously 
qualify as a factor in the WAC race. But the skill- 
position players are under the gun to make an 
immediate impact, especially at quarterback and 
tailback. 

The resumes look promising. But the proof 
comes in September for coveted 1996 additions 
Taylor, Hunt, Harper, Lauderdale, Cook, Sutton 
and Brown. 

If TCU can get immediate impact from that 
“Magnificent Seven,” as Sullivan expects, the 
Horned Frogs could well be headed to Las Vegas. 
If not, the team will have to settle for a third 
consecutive winning season. 
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Ok 


Head Coach: John Blake 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 5-5-1 (2-5-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th Big 12 South 


or the second consecutive season, Okla- 

homa is entering a new cra under a new 

coach in a new conference, The inherent 
goal is to resurrect the tradition that ended with 
the departure of Barry Switzer following the 1988 
season. 

Oklahoma continued to win under Gary 
Gibbs, Switzer’s successor, but not against the 
opponents that mattered most: ‘Texas, Nebraska 
and Colorado. Gibbs’ combined record against 
those three was 2-15=1. As a result, he was 
replaced by Howard Schnellenberger, whose first 
and only team as Oklahoma coach managed a tie 
with Texas but suffered lopsided losses to Col- 
orado and Nebraska, as well as being shut out by 
Nebraska and Oklahoma State. 

Exit Schnellenberger after a 5-5-1 season that 
included a fifth-place tie with Oklahoma State in 
the conference. Enter John Blake, a former 
Sooner player and assistant coach, who had been 
endorsed by Switzer, his boss with the Dallas 
Cowboys, when Schnellenberger was hired a year 
ago. 

“Nothing means more to me than having this 
opportunity to get back to the people and the 
place that’s always been there for me.” says Blake, 
who becomes the nation’s youngest major college 
head football coach. He'll probably need Okla- 
homa fans to be there for him, at least for this 
season, 

Quarterback is an area of uncertainty. Sopho- 
more Eric Moore is the returning starter, but he 
completed only 90-of-200 passes for 1,375 yards 
and seven touchdowns, with nine interceptions. 

The alternative is Justin Fuente, a redshirt 
freshman who passed for more than 6,000 yards 
and 68 touchdowns during his career at Tulsa 
Union High School. Among the first things 
Blake did after being hired was assure Fuente that 
the Sooners would commit to an offense in which 
he was comfortable, Without such an assurance 
there was concern that the highly regarded 
Fuente, who played in a pro-style, no-huddle 
offense in high school, might transfer. 

Blake plans to use a multiple offense, with ewo 
backs and play-action passing, 

Senior halfback James Allen rushed for only 
338 yards, but Blake says, “James is a much bet- 
ter back running out of the I, He doesn’t have 
great speed but he's good at finding holes.” 

Redshirt freshman DéMond Parker, who has 
run the 40-yard dash in 4,39, will have an oppor- 
tunity co step in, as will Bennie Butler, who sat 
out all of last year after failing to meet NCAA 
freshman eligibility requirements, 

Senior fullback Dwayne Chandler sat out last 
season while recovering from knee surgery, but 
junior Michael Rose emerged from spring, prac- 
tice as the starter. 

Junior tight end Stephen Alexander is the 
Sooners’ only proven receiver. He led the team in 
receiving with 43 catches for 580 yards and two 
touchdowns, Sophomore wideouts Chris Blocker 
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and Gerald Williams, the only other holdovers, 
had just three catches between them. In spring 
practice, however, they were rated as starters. 

None of Oklahoma's interior linemen has sig- 
nificant experience. Without question, the big- 
gest concern on offense is the line. 

Senior Chris Campbell started one game at 
guard. Junior Bruce McClure started twice at 
tackle. McClure was moved back to center 
(where he began his college career) during the 
spring. Junior Jon Mulac moved up to No, | at 
the other guard during the spring, with sopho- 
more Jay Smith and junior Barry Giles finishing 
as the top tackle candidates. 

Blake, who coached the Dallas Cowboys’ 
defensive line, has three veteran performers up 


depth Ci 


OFFENSE (3) 


Ctris Blocker (So., 0); 81 Jarni Jackson (Fr., 0) 
Berry Giles Ur,, 1): 62 Ricky Clark (Fr, 0) 

Chris Campbell (Sr., 3); 55 Able Simmons 

Broce McClure (Ur, 2); 77 Tim Macias (So,, 0) 
Jon Mulac Uf., 0); 67 Derrick Netson Ur, 0) 

Jay Smith {So., 1); 50 David Bullard (Sr., 0) 
Stephen Alexander (Je, 2); 86 Jason Freeman (So., 1) 
Gerald Williams (So., 1); 83 Tood Bames (Fr., 0) 
Eric Moore (So., 1); 12 Justin Fuente (Fr. 0) 
Michael Rose (Ur.. 2); 30 Jermaine Fazarxie (So , 1) 
James Allen (St, 3); 33 DéMond Parker (Fr,, 0) 
Jeremy Alexander (ic, 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Mike Phipps (Jr,. 1): 94 Greg Moyer (So,, 0) 
Baron Tannet (St., 2); 95 Scott Wilson (Jr, 0) 
Kelly Gregg (So.. 1); 93 Martin Chase (J¢., 2) 
Roderick Manuel (St, 3}; 99 Carlos Boker (So. 0) 
Travian Smith (r., 2); 27 Colin Rosenberg (Sr,, 3) 
Tyrell Peters (Sz, 3); 43 Corey ty Ur. 1) 
Broderick Simpson (Sz, 3); 84 Dole Allen (So. 1) 
Ramon Burroughs {r.. 0}; 4 Clovis Woods iFr., 0} 
Terry White {So., 1): 17 Rod Henderson (Sr, 3) 
Anthony Fogle (Sc, 3); 14 Cometius Davis (r., 1) 
Cedric Stephens {So.. 1}; 14 Cometius Davis Ur. 1) 
Brian Lewis (So., 1) 
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lahoma Sooners 


front. Senior left tackle Barron Tanner moved 
from end and started every game a year ago, fin- 
ishing fourth on the team in tackles with 56. 
Seven were for losses totaling 38 yards. Sopho- 
more Kelly Gregg and junior Martin Chase are 
leading aspirants to start at right tackle. 

Senior Roderick Manuel, a converted tight end 
who started twice at defensive end, heads the list 
at that position, Manuel was second on the team 
in sacks with five for 34 yards in losses. Junior 
Mike Phipps is likely to join Manuel at end. 

Middle linebacker ‘Tyrell Peters is the best of 
Oklahoma's defenders. The All-Big Eight senior 
was the team’s leading tackler with 121, including 
72 unassisted and two sacks. 

Senior weak-side linebacker Broderick Simp- 
son finished second in tackles with 117. Simpson 
and Peters played important roles in a defense 
that ranked second in the conference and ninth 


Sooner fans will have to 
be patient, and they 


probably will be, given 
the fact that Blake is 


one of their own. 


nationally against the run. Junior Travian Smith 
is an expericneed outside linebacker. 

Redshirt freshman Chris Justice, a cousin of the 
Adanta Braves’ David Justice, is among the young 
players who must step up at outside linebacker in 
Oklahoma's 4—3 defense. 

Senior rover/free safety Anthony Fogle is the 
most experienced player in the secondary. He 
started six games at rover and one at free safety 
last season. Senior Rod Henderson started five 
games at rover. 

Sophomores Terry White and Cedric Stephens 
are carryovers who probably will start. Ramon 
Burroughs transferred from junior college at 
midyear. He's being counted on to fill the void at 
one cornerback opposite Stephens. 

Candidates in the secondary include several 
redshirt freshmen, among them Clovis Woods, 
Anthony Davis, Rusty Rushing and Dennis Hub- 
bard. All four are credited with 4.5 or better 
speed in the 40-yard dash, a requirement in an 
aggressive 4~3 defense. 

Junior Jeremy Alexander led the Big Eight in 
field-goal kicking, making 11 in a row and 14-of- 
17 overall. 

Sophomore Brian Lewis averaged 40.8 yards on 
39 punts to rank third in the conference, but the 
Sooners went through a six-game stretch during 
which six were blocked. 

Sooner fans will have to be patient. and they 
probably will be, given the fact that Blake is one 
of their own. 

Oklahoma faces a tough Big 12 schedule, get- 
ting Nebraska, Kansas State and Kansas as its 
interdivisional opponents. Oklahoma could be 


hard-pressed to avoid its first losing season since 
1965. 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 1996 


North Carolina Stat 


Head Coach: Mike O’Cain 
1995 Record (ACC): 3-8-0 (2-6-0) 
1996 Pick: 7th ACC 


the record said 3-8, but no one thought 
North Carolina State was a 3-8 team last 
year. 

“State will be tough again,” says Virginia coach 
George Welsh. “What happened last year was just 
one of those things.” 

What happened was that State, with a very 
young team, took a 1-1 record to Tallahassee for 
the third game of the season and got greased 77-17 
by Florida State. Key injuries and a lack of depth 
compounded the Wolfpack’s woes and the team 
lost its way for the rest of the season. 

Depth is still a problem, but coach Mike O’Cain 
is optimistic the Pack will improve its lot in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference. 

“Lack of depth and finding a quarterback are our 
biggest obstacles,” O'Cain says. “We had a very 
good spring practice and I really like the attitude 
and feeling I have.” 

With the graduation of quarterback ‘Terry Har- 
vey, a three-way battle for his job is underway. After 
spring practice, it was a tossup between redshirt 
freshman Jamie Barnette and sophomore Jose Lau- 
reano, who has the only Saturday combat experi- 
ence (28 completions in 50 attempts). 

Still to be heard from is 6-4, 220-pound Colin 
Harris, who brings a strong, accurate arm from 
Fort Scott (Kan.) Community College. 

Says O’Cain, “Barnette and Laureano made great 
strides in the spring and showed they can lead this 
football team. What they need is experience. The 
only negative about Harris is he didn't go through 
spring practice.” 

As a freshman in 1994, Tremayne Stephens 
rushed for 791 yards in nine games. In "95, despite 
an assortment of injuries, Stephens ran for 849 
yards and five touchdowns to lead the Wolfpack. 

“He's an excellent back and he got banged up 
because we didn't have anyone to step up as the sec- 
ond tailback,” says O’Cain. “We hope he can get 
back to the way he played the last part of his fresh- 
man year. 

“Overall, at running back, we're probably as 
good as we've been since I've been here. We have 
two outstanding fullbacks in (senior) Rod Brown 
and (junior) Carlos King. If All-ACC selectors 
stuck strictly to positions, both would be strong 
candidates.” 

Brown's 526 yards trailed only Stephens in the 
rushing column, and King added 124 yards. Pro- 
viding relief for Stephens will be senior Kevin 
Matier, who has never reached his potential, and 
sophomores Theodore Chavis and Cordell Smith. 

‘Team-leading receiver Mike Guffie (49 catches) 
has graduated, but senior wideout Jimmy Grissett 
was second to Guffie with 37 receptions and junior 
Greg Addis was close on Grissett’s heels with 34. 
They're the projected starters, but keep an eye on 
sophomore Torry Holt, who is listed behind Addis 
at flanker. 

‘Tight end, manned by junior Mark Thomas, 
sophomore Devon Smith and_ injury-plagued 
senior Jason McGeorge, is another State plus. 


— 


Tremayne Stephens 


Thomas, the starter (10 catches in "95), and Smith 
are tenacious blockers, and McGeorge gives the 
Pack another good pair of hands. 

Other than quarterback, the biggest concern is 
the offensive line, though the top five are not bad. 
Senior tackles Tom Dombalis and Terrence Boykin, 
sophomore guard Alex Santos, junior guard Lonnie 
Gilbert and junior center Seamus Murphy make up 
the starting five. 

Sophomore [an Rafferty and redshirt freshman 
Todd Boyle provide depth at tackle, as do sopho- 
more J.J. Jones and redshirt freshman Patrick 
Dunn at guard and junior Jason Groff at center. 

Junior defensive tackle George Williams was the 
No. | tackler among linemen with 66 hits, two 
sacks and 10 stops behind the line. At the other 
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OFFENSE (6) 


Jimmy Grissett (Sr., 3); 80 Alvis Whitted (Jr., 2) 
Tom Dombalis (Sr., 2); 60 lan Rafferty (So., 1) 
Mex Santos (So., 0); 75 J.J. Jones (So., 0) 
Seamus Murphy Us, 2}; 72 Jason Groff (r., 1) 
Lonnie Gilbert (Jr,, 2); 79 Patrick Dunn (Fr., 0) 
Terrence Boykin (St., 2); 55 Todd Boyle (Fr., 0) 
Mark Thomas (Jr,, 2); 89 Devon Smith (So., 1) 
Jamie Bamette (Fr,, 0); 15 Jose Laureano (So, 1) 
Rod Brown (Sr,, 3); 39 Carlos King Ur., 1) 
Tremayne Stephens (Jc, 2); 5 Theodore Chavis (So. 0) 
Greg Addis Ur., 2); 81 Torry Holt {So., 1) 

Mare Primanti (St, 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Brad Collins (Jr, 2); 96 Tom Loughitin Ur., 0) 
Mark Lawrence (Sr., 3); 98 Jeff Kuh (Fr. 0) 
George Williams (Jc., 2); 9S Lateef Patterson Ur., 1) 
Darwin Wolker (So., 1); 94 Kyle Blalock (Jr., 1) 
Bobbie Cotten (So., 1); 40 Kit Carpenter (Ur., 2) 
Morocco Brown Ur., 2); 44 Tim Ramseur (Fr., 0) 
Duan Everett (Jr,, 1); 32 Kevin Mitchell (Fr., 0) 
Rodney Redd (So., 1); 6 Kevin Russell Ur., 2) 
Damon Wyche Ur., 2); 9 Jason Perry (So... 2) 
Kenny Harris (Sc, 3); 1 Brandon Davis (r., 2) 
Hassan Shamsid- Deen (So., 1); 2 Lioyd Harrison (Fr. 0} 
Jay Dukes (So., 1) 
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e Wolfpack 


tackle, the staff is looking at senior Mark Lawrence, 
junior Lateef Patterson, sophomores Perry Cotten 
and Sheldon Kee, and freshman Jeff Kuh. 

Three quality players — junior Brad Collins and 
sophomores Darwin Walker and Clayton Simon 
— are vying for the starting end slots. All had good 
springs. OF the trio, Collins logged the most play- 
ing time. Juniors Tom Loughlin and Kyle Blalock 
are also available at end. As O’Cain says, “There's a 
little bit of a question mark here.” 

The good news is that junior linebacker Morocco 
Brown, the team’s leading tackler a year ago, had a 
strong spring and could improve on his 92 hits and 
four tackles for loss of ’95, But until senior Ron 
Melnik recovers from a pinched nerve, Brown, nor- 
mally an outside linebacker, must play in the mid- 
dle. Melnik was the second-best tackler a year ago 
with 81 despite missing the last two games of the 
season. He also missed all of spring practice. 


Depth is a problem, but 
coach Mike O’Cain is 
optimistic the Pack will 
improve its lot in the ACC 
this year. 


Four players — juniors Duan Everett and Kit 
Carpenter, sophomore Bobbie Cotten and redshirt 
freshman Tim Ramseur — will duke it out for the 
two outside positions. At the end of spring drills, 
Everett had an edge at one position, Of the 
returnees, Cotten was the hit leader with 61. 

This could be the best group of safeties O’Cain 
has had at N.C. State. Senior co-captain and strong 
safety Kenny Harris, coming off a 55-tackle, two- 
interception season, is an: honors candidate. He is 
backed up by junior Brandon Davis. The battle at 
free safety is between junior Damon Wyche and 
sophomore Jason Perry (49 tackles, two picks). 

“I feel good about the safeties,” says O'Cain. “All 
four have starting experience.” 

That’ not the case at cornerback. Sophomores 
Hassan Shamsid-Deen (59 hits, wwo interceptions) 
and Rodney Redd have the only extensive playing 
time, starting nine games between them last season. 

The Pack returns both foot specialists, senior 
placekicker Mare Primanti and sophomore punter- 
kickoff man Jay Dukes. Primanti missed only 1-of- 
28 extra-point attempts and was 1 I-of-13 on field 
goals, Dukes averaged 39.1 yards on 47 punts. 

Addis averaged 8.6 yards on punt returns, and 
Holt, Perry and junior Alvis Whitted are dangerous 
kickoff returners, Redshirt freshman Eric Riddick, 
a backup free safety, is another return possibility. 

The Pack has two major problems: lack of depth 
and finding a quarterback. If O’Cain solves those, 
you can expect a big improvement over last year's 
very un-N.C. State-like 3-8 record. 

‘here are no patsies on the schedule. Outside of 
the ACC, State plays Alabama at home, Purdue on 
the road and East Carolina at Charlotte, 

As O'Cain says, “We could be a better team and 
not improve much on last year's record.” 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Fisher DeBerry 
8-5-0 (6-2-0) 
3rd WAC Pacific 


Il four of the 1995 WAC co-champions 
have near-miss stories to tell about last 
season, but no team can cop Air Force's. 

Uuah scored 15 points in 10 seconds for a 22-21 
victory over the Falcons, ultimately keeping Air 
Force from winning an outright Western Athletic 
Conference title and going to the Holiday Bowl. 

“I've never been a part of one like that,” says 
Air Force coach Fisher DeBerry, still shaken 
months later, “The bottom fell out.” 

The Falcons recovered to win their last two 
league games at Fresno State and Hawaii to tie for 
first and earn a Copper Bowl invitation. Soon 
after that, DeBerry was named the WAC Coach 
of the Year for the first time since 1985. 

Even though Air Force lost 55-41 to Texas 
Tech, the bowl appearance marked a comeback 
for the program, completing the Falcons’ turna- 
round from a ninth-place WAC finish in 1993. 
Air Force has won 12 of its last 14 WAC games. 

The father of professional baseball player Joe 
DeBerry, the coach is confident the Falcons will be 
solid “down the middle” this year — like a good 
baseball team. They have two capable centers, a 
great quarterback and a competent fullback. 

“You have to be good down the middle with 
the wishbone,” DeBerry says. 

Replacing the offensive tackles and moving 
players into the correct positions defensively will 
go a long way toward determining whether the 
Falcons will be strong enough to contend in the 
WAC'’s Pacific Division. 

Senior Beau Morgan returns as the All-WAC 
quarterback, having rushed and passed for more 
than 1,000 yards each last season, Of the eight 
quarterbacks who have ever posted equivalent 
numbers, three are from Air Force. Morgan fol- 
lows Bart Weiss (1985) and Dee Dowis (1989). 

No player in NCAA history has recorded the 
double-1,000 twice in a career. Thus, Morgan 
faces a challenge. In the final regular-season game 
of 95, he ran for 206 yards and four touchdowns, 
and passed for 103 yards and another score at 
Hawaii. For the season, he accounted for 31 TDs. 

“He's a tremendous athlete, a tremendous com- 
petitor,” says Colorado State defensive coordina- 
tor Larry Kerr, “I like his toughness.” 

Morgan is 10-6 as a starter, with two losses to 
Notre Dame and one to Northwestern. 

Senior Tom Brown filled in capably when inju- 
ries forced Morgan to miss parts of wins over 
BYU and Wyoming. 

Air Force will miss explosive halfback Jake 
Campbell, but senior Nakia Addison returns at 
fullback. Addison missed the first three games in 
1995 with Graves’ disease but gained 108 yards 
on 10 carries against Notre Dame. Senior Craig 
‘Tanner started when Addison was out. 

Junior Tobin Ruff and senior Todd Eilers will 
have the first shots at the two halfback positions. 
Ruff collected 81 yards on five carries against 
Wyoming. Eilers registered 117 yards on nine 
attempts against Fresno State when Campbell 
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Air Force Falcons 


“| 


Beau Morgan 


was injured. Former wide receiver Mare Ranger, a 
senior, also could fit in. 

Air Force wide receivers — only one appears in 
the starting lineup — will never produce big 
numbers, but they're effective. Campbell was 
actually the team’s top pass catcher last season, 
but Ranger grabbed 15 aerials. Watch also for 
senior Marcus Alexander, the WAC indoor 400- 
meters champion. 

With the Falcons’ top two tight ends having 
graduated, the main contender is junior Rory 
Rosenbach, who moved from the defensive line 
last season and caught one pass. 

DeBerry calls the offensive line a “building sit- 
uation” with only senior left guard Carlton Hen- 
drix returning as a starter. Hendrix was credited 


depth i 


OFFENSE (3) 


Marcus Alexander (Sr., 3}; Dustin Tyner (Sr, 1) 
Rory Rosenbach Ur., 1); Ryan Quaale Ur.. 1) 
Charles Parks Ur,, 0); Shawn Tellers (Jr., 0} 
Carlton Hendrix (St, 2); Mark Kasayka (So., 0) 
Mike Zeman (Sr., 2); Nathan Faber (Jc, 1) 
Brad Hutt (Jr,, 1); Karl Falk (Jr, 0) 

Donald Leary (Sr., 1); Frank Mindrup (So., 0) 
Beau Morgan (Sr., 2); Tom Brown (Sr., 2) 
Marc Ranger {Sr., 2): Tobin Ruff (ir, 1) 

Todd Eilers (Sr., 1}; Jemat Singleton (So., 0) 
Nakia Addison (Sr., 3); Craig Tanner (Sr., 1) 
Dallas Thompson (Jr, 0) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Alex Pupich (Sr., 2); Joe Suhajda (Sr., 2) 
Cameron Curry (Sr., 2); Michael Gargasz (Jr, 1) 
Lee Guthrie (St, 1); Keth Ensor (Sr.. 1) 

Chris Schweighardt (St, 2); Jason Verbeck (Jr., 0) 
Sean Finnan Ur., 1); Jeffrey Mohr Ur., 1) 
Timothy Schumacher (Jr., 0); Chris Jones Ur., 0) 
Steve Fernandez (Jr., 2); Michael Tyler (So., 0) 
Stephen Pipes Ur,, 1); Abe Ebia (Jr., 0) 

Brian Mutloy (Sr., 1); Brandt House (Sr, 1) 
Frank Staine-Pyne (Jr., 1); John Stepien (So.. 0) 
Michael Dalton (Sr. 1); Jamie Rhone Ur., 2) 
MeMin Whatley (Ur., 1) 
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with 30 knockdown blocks in two games last fall. 
The Falcons will have a new center for the third 
straight year, but senior Mike Zeman and junior 
Nathan Faber are both able. Either could move to 
tackle, allowing both to play. 

Junior Charles Parks needs to produce at tackle 
after missing most of last season. Senior Donald 
Leary and sophomore Frank Mindrup also will 
compete. Junior Brad Hutt backed up departed 
AIL-WAC guard Bret Cillessen last year, when Air 
Force was fourth in the WAC in total offense. 

The Falcons return all three starters on the 
defensive line, led by senior tackle Cameron 
Curry, a second-team All-WAC pick. Curry tied 
for the team lead with six sacks. Senior nose 
guard Chris Schweighardt also made six sacks, 
while playing most of the year with a cast on his 
hand. Senior tackle Jamie Maunz added two 
sacks. Juniors Scott Chandler and Timothy Schu- 
macher also got a look at tackle this spring. 

Air Force coaches have had success moving 
players to different positions on defense. Last 
year, Mark DeRock was shifted from nose guard 
to outside linebacker, This year's prime “movee” 
is senior Alex Pupich, a former tight end who 
played defensive tackle last year and is now at 
outside linebacker. Junior Steve Fernandez, who 
tallied 16 tackles against Notre Dame and 39 
stops during a three-game stretch, could move 
from inside to outside. 

Senior Lee Guthrie returns inside, and juniors 
Sean Finnan and Jeffrey Mohr also could start. 

“Where we're hurting is in our secondary,” 
DeBerry says. That's because cornerback Michael 
Dalton is the only returning starter. Gone are 
cornerback Kelvin King (11 career interceptions) 
and safeties LeRon Hudgins and Sam Ransom. 

Junior Frank Staine-Pyne should move into the 
strong cornerback position, while junior Jamie 
Rhone and senior Michael Walker also will play. 
Senior Brian Mulloy, junior Stephen Pipes and 
sophomore Jason Sanderson will have their 
chances at the safeties. 

Junior placekicker Dallas Thompson struggled 
in the Copper Bowl, but DeBerry liked the way 
he kicked in the last three regular-season games. 
Steve Carr graduated after averaging 43.2 yards a 
punt; junior Melvin Whatley could step in. 

King and Campbell were the primary return 
men last season, Their replacements could be a 
combination of Dalton, Ranger and Ruff. 

The key attribute in Air Force's kicking game is 
the Falcons’ ability to block kicks. The team has 
averaged five blocks a season during the ‘90s. 

Morgan's presence alone makes Air Force dan- 
gerous. He'll be exciting and productive again if 
the offensive line develops on schedule. Defense 
is still an issue. Although the Falcons were a 
respectable fifth in the WAC in total defense last 
season, they allowed 56 points by UTEP, 44 by 
Notre Dame and 55 by ‘Texas Tech. Only if the 
secondary delivers can Air Force handle Pacific 
Division rivals San Diego State and Wyoming. 
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California Golden Bears 


Head Coach: Steve Mariucci 
1995 Record (Pac-Ten): 3-8-0 (2-6-0) 
1996 Pick: 9th Pac-10 


our years ago, California hired a players’ 

favorite, a man in his early 40s with no 

Division | head-coaching experience but 
with a reputation for advocating high-scoring 
football as a Pacific-10 offensive coordinator. 

Unimpressed, Cal this year hired another play- 
ers’ favorite, a man in his carly 40s with no Divi- 
sion | head-coaching experience but with a 
reputation for advocating high-scoring football as 
a Pac-10 offensive coordinator. 

After successive records of 4-7 and 3-8, the 
Bears are hoping for better results this fall. 

While their resumes are similar, former coach 
Keith Gilbertson’s style bears little resemblance to 
that of his successor, Steve Mariucci. Gilbertson 
tried to bring out the best in his players by pro- 
viding a relaxed atmosphere. In contrast, the 
intense Mariucci instituted a vigorous winter 
conditioning program that began at 6:30 a.m. 
and was mandatory for all players. 

Says senior quarterback Pat Barnes: “At the 
team meeting, he said, “You have two choices: A) 
you can go along with it, or, B) you can go along 
with it.”” 

“We wanted to see who wants to work,” Mari- 
ucci says. “It's a team concept. There's a certain 
work ethic we want to be a standard, and a cer- 
tain conditioning level.” 

The Bears will have to dig deep to compensate 
for the loss of last season’s two best players — 
defensive end Regan Upshaw and outside line- 
backer Duane Clemons — who left school a year 
early to become first-round NFL draft picks. 

Former San Francisco player and coach Tom 
Holmoe was hired to install the 49ers’ defense, a 
scheme Mariucci helped defeat as Green Bay 
Packer quarterbacks coach last season. 

Mariucci’s focus again will be on the offense, 
especially the quarterbacks. He'll install the short- 
passing West Coast offense and hopes to produce 
numbers similar to those Cal posted in 1991, 
when it scored more than 30 points per game and 
boasted a 1,000-yard rusher (Russell White) and 
a quarterback (Mike Pawlawski) who was Pac-10 
Player of the Year. Mariucci was the Bears’ offen- 
sive coordinator then. 

Barnes has shown flashes of excellence. How- 
ever, he also has hurt Cal in some games with 
questionable decisions. Barnes surrendered 10 
interceptions in the first eight games last fall, 
often killing long drives. Encouragingly, he threw 
seven touchdown passes with just one intercep- 
tion over the final three games. 

Candidates for backup include sophomore 
Trevor Thomson and senior Ziv Gottlieb. 

The Bears return considerable speed in run- 
ning backs Tarik Smith, a junior, and sophomore 
Brandon Willis, a high school sprinter who red- 
shirted last year. They'll split time the same way 
Russell White and Anthony Wallace did in 1990, 
when each rushed for more than 1,000 yards. 

Senior fullback Johnny Tavake is back and 
should be pleased with the new system; he left the 


team for a while last year because he was getting 
too few carries. 

Senior wideout Nail Benjamin can create 
opportunities after he catches the ball, and junior 
Bobby Shaw has exceptional hands. But the star of 
the Bears’ receiving corps is tight end Tony Gon- 
zalez. The 6-6 junior, who was a starting forward 
on Cal's NCAA Tournament basketball team last 
winter, finished the "95 grid campaign with a 10- 
catch effort against Stanford. 

A significant problem area last season, the 
offensive line should be much improved. Huge 
(6-6, 345) senior tackle Tarik Glenn was a sec- 
ond-team all-conference pick in his first season 
on the offensive side of the ball. Senior Todd 
Stewart should be solid at the other tackle spot. 
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OFFENSE (7) 


Na’il Benjamin (Sr., 3); 6 Kofi Nartey (Jr., 2) 

Tarik Glenn (St., 3); 65 Brian Shvelds (Jr,, 2) 
Drake Parker (Jr, 2); 56 Yauger Williams (S0., 1) 
Jeremy Newberry (So., 1); 63 Caleb Brown (So., 4) 
John Welboum (So., 1); 76 Tate McCallister (So., 1) 
Todd Stewart (Sr,, 3); 79 Kursten Sheridan (Jr., 2) 
Tony Gonzalez (Jr,, 2); 5 Sen Bullard (Sr, 3) 
Bobby Shaw (Je, 2); 26 Dameane Douglas (So., 1) 
Pat Bames (St, 3); 14 Ziv Gottlieb (Sr, 2) 
Johnny Tavake (St, 3); 45 Brent Molili (Se, 1) 
Tarik Smith (Jr., 2); 2 Brandon Willis (So., 1) 

Ryan Longwell (St., 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Andy Jacobs (Sr, 3); 72 Jerry DeLonch (Fr,. 0) 
Brent Jones (Sr., 2); 70 John Dyer (Fr,, 0) 
Brandon Whiting (Je, 2); 52 Evan Collins (Sr,, 2) 
Chris Easley Ur,, 2); 98 Kevin Swillis (So., 1) 
Andre Rhodes (Jr. 2); 50 Matt Beck (Fr,, 0} 

Josh Trowbridge (So., 1); 13 Sekou Saryika (Fr, 0) 
Rasheed Hibler (Ur, 2); 55 Justin Oakes (Fr, 0) 
Kevin Devine (St, 3); 8 Don Lonon (Fr, 0) 

Peter Destefano (Ft... 0}; 9 Marquis Smith {So., 0) 
Marion McWilson (Jc, 2): 1 David Burnside (So, 0) 
Derrick Gardner (So., 1); Kato Serwanga Ur,, 0) 
Ryan Longwell (Sc, 3) 
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The guards will be junior Drake Parker and 
sophomore John Welbourn. Jeremy Newberry, 
who possesses the size to excel, could be the cen- 
ter. Sophomore center Caleb Brown adds depth. 

Despite the loss of Upshaw, the defensive front 
should be steady. Junior Brandon Whiting will 
start at one tackle and senior Brent Jones at the 
other. Junior end Chris Easley is a solid player. 

But the key is senior Andy Jacobs, who will 
man the “elephant” position made famous by the 
49ers. A former defensive end, Jacobs has made 
26.5 tackles for losses the past two seasons. 

A major problem last season, the linebacking 


2 corps remains a concern. The Bear inside "backers 


were simply too small to stop strong teams up the 


£ middle, and Clemons is gone on the outside. 


Junior Marlon McWilson, a starter on the inside 
last season, has been moved to the secondary. 
Junior Andre Rhodes also started on the inside 


“We wanted to see who 
wants to work. There’s a 
certain work ethic we 
want to be a standard.” 


— Steve Mariucci 


but may wind up at an outside spot in Cal’s three- 
linebacker alignment. 

Those changes mean the inside linebacker posi- 
tions will be manned by inexperienced players. 
Junior Rasheed Hibler should start on one side. 
Sophomore Josh Trowbridge and redshirt fresh- 
men Matt Beck and Seckou Sanyika will battle for 
the other spot. 

Speedy senior cornerback Kevin Devine will 
start for the third season, but the other three sec- 
ondary positions lack experience. Sophomore 
Derrick Gardner has the skills to be a standout, 
but he primarily has played as a nickel back. 
Strong safety McWilson is a big hitter whose 
pass-coverage skills are still suspect. The free 
safety is projected to be freshman Peter Destefano 
or sophomore Marquis Smith. 

Senior Ryan Longwell had a fine season as Cal's 
placekicker and punter. He scored on 12-of-17 
field-goal attempts, a marked improvement from 
a nightmarish 8-of-22 performance in 1994. 
Longwell averaged 40.4 yards per punt, dropping 
23-of-67 inside opponents’ 20-yard lines. 

Benjamin averaged 7.9 yards on punt returns 
Jast fall, including a 55-yarder for a touchdown, 
and 18.5 yards on kickoff returns. 

The renewed vigor Mariucci brings should be 
worth a win or two, and the schedule gives Cali- 
fornia an excellent chance for a fast start. Barnes 
is the key to an offense that should be improved. 

The loss of nwo big-play defenders and ques- 
tions at the inside linebacker spot will limit the 
defense’s effectiveness. But the Bears’ defense also 
was shaky in 1990, when Cal simply outscored 
foes, went 7-4-1 and earned a bowl berth despite 
predictions of a last-place finish. Repeating that 
scenario would be considered a success. 
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southern Missiles ey Eoleen Eagles 


Head Coach: Jeff Bower 
1995 Record: 6-5-0 
1996 Pick: 3rd C-USA 


f the six Conference USA football mem- 
bers, perhaps none is more excited about 
* the new league than Southern Mississippi. 
Tucked away in quaint Hattiesburg, Miss., 
(pop. 45,000), Southern Miss is the only school 
in the 12-member C-USA not located in a major 
metropolitan area. Five C-USA schools do not 
field football teams, while UAB is a Division | 
football independent. 

Golden Eagles coach Jeff Bower excitedly 
stresses what C-USA could do for his program, 
one that enjoyed solid success and national 
respect as a major Southern independent. 

“This is great for us,” says Bower, 25-30-1, 
entering his sixth season in Hattiesburg, situated 
in the middle of a triangle formed by Jackson, 
Miss., New Orleans and Mobile, Ala. “You can 
sense the excitement about Conference USA. 
Southern Miss football will mean a bit more now. 
We'll be playing for a ring and a bowl trip.” 

Bower and his staff saw the impact of league 
affiliation last February, when they assembled a 
solid recruiting class. In fact, USA TODAY wrote 
a short piece about (and included a photo of) 
Southern Miss signees, and nwins, Eric and Deric 
Scott. Yes, national publicity comes more readily 
when a school belongs to one of America’s eight 
so-called equity conferences (ACC, Big East, Big 
Ten, Big 12, C-USA, SEC, Pac-10 and WAC). 

“We've already seen the impact,” Bower says. 
“We need exposure and being a member of Con- 
ference USA will help tremendously. Nationally, 
we are looked upon more respectfully than we are 
at home. Now that the school is getting more 
media exposure, things will hopefully improve.” 

Interestingly, Southern Miss enters its first sea- 
son sans independent status missing six players who 
were named to the first- or second-team prelimi- 
nary C-USA All-Star Team and facing a brutal 
schedule (seven road games). The timing might 
be bad, but no one associated with the USM pro- 
gram, particularly Bower, is complaining. 

At quarterback, junior Heath Graham has 
struggled somewhat, perhaps due to unfair com- 
parisons to former Golden Eagle/current Green 
Bay Packer star Brett Favre. Still, Graham could 
blossom his final two seasons. Last fall, he con- 
nected on 16]-of-329 passes (48.9 percent) for 
1,816 yards, 15 touchdowns and 18 interceptions, 

“Heath may have tried to force things,” says 
Bower, acknowledging the Favre comparison fac- 
tor, “He lost some confidence in the process, 
We've had talks with Heath about expectations, 
and he knows he needs to play within the offense.” 

Senior Chris Windsor received ample spring 
work and is ready if Graham falters. 

Bower must replace Chris Buckhalter with a 
combination of junior tailbacks Eric Booth and 
Harold Shaw. Booth gained 457 yards on 95 car- 
ries (4.8 yards per carry), while Shaw added 295 
yards on 87 carries (3.4). Senior Bradley Hamil- 
ton could start at fullback. 

Southern Miss’ top three returning receivers 
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Quentin Jackson 


combined for a modest 51 receptions in 1995. 
Standout Fred Brock (624 yards, 14.9 yards per 
catch) is gone. Like the backfield, this is an area 
of concern. Senior Ryan Pearson (32 catches for 
392 yards) is the top returnee. He will be sup- 
ported by sophomore Eddie Shaw (11 catches, 
129 yards), Harold's brother, and senior 
Kendrick Lee (eight catches, 117 yards), who 
missed spring work to focus on academics. 

Junior tight end Terry Hardy totaled 83 yards 
on seven receptions. 

On the line, senior left tackle Darryl ‘Terrell 
made second-team All-C-USA. He will be joined 
by senior left guard Rod Ollison, senior center 
Leroy DeWitt, junior right guard Kasey Keith and 
junior right tackle Brandon Hambright. Senior 


depth aii 


OFFENSE (9) 


25 Eddie Shaw (So,, 1): 82 Torry Carter Ur, 1) 

52. Darryl Terrell (St., 1); 73 Jeremy Lindley (Jr., 0) 
77 Rod Ollison (Sx, 3); 69 Cole Green (Jr,, 2) 

54 Leroy DeWitt (Sr,, 1); 56 Will Symmes (Sr, 3) 
7A Kasey Keith Ur, 2); 83 Jason Barlow (Sr., 2) 
76 Brandon Hambeight Ur,, 1); 65 O'Lester Pope (So., 1) 
88 Terry Hardy (Je, 2); 83 Larry Norton (Sr,, 3) 

81 Ryan Pearson (St, 3); 17 Sedrick Neloms (So., 0) 
6 Heath Graham (Jt, 2); 9 Chris Windsor (Sr, 1) 
31 Bradley Hamilton (Se, 2); 42 Tyrone Bolware (Jr. 2) 
414 Harold Shaw (Ur, 2); 26 Eric Booth Ur,, 2) 

1 Johnny Lomoro (S¢., 3} 


DEFENSE (6) 


48 Robert Brown (Jr. 2); 55 Jeffrey Posey (Sr., 1) 
90 Quentin Jackson (Sr,, 2); 95 Kendall Dunn Ur., 2) 
92 Jason Hall (St., 2); 96 Quantrollis Phillips (Fr,, 0) 
57 Cedric Walthaw (Sr, 3); Adalius Thomas (Fr., 0) 
21 = Lytrel Pollard (Jr., 2); 89 Bryan Burns (S¢., 3) 
43 Marchant Kenney (Je, 2); Royal Bell (Fr., 0) 
a4 
3 
20 
13 
15 
2 
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T.J, Slaughter (So.. 1); P.T, Jones (Fr, 0) 

Rod Thomas (S«., 3): 2 Nicky Seymour (Sr,, 3) 
Roy Stabler (Se, 3); 9 Jomaal Nexander Ur., 2 
Larry Watts (So., 1); 9 Jemaal Alexander Ur. 2) 
Patrick Surtain Ut, 2); 17 Jacques Gordon (So. 0) 
Jotnny Lomoro {Sr., 3} 
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center Will Symmes, senior guard Jason Barlow 
and sophomore right tackle O’Lester Pope are 
capable of starting. 

Defensively, senior nose tackle Quentin Jack- 
son (49 tackles) teams with senior tackle Jason 
Hall. Junior Kendall Dunn backs Jackson; fresh- 
man Quantrellis Phillips supports Hall. The ends 
are senior Cedric Walthaw and junior Robert 
Brown, backed by senior Jeffrey Posey. 

At linebacker, junior middleman Marchant 
Kenney tallied 93 tackles. Sophomore outside 
backer TL]. Slaughter (44 tackles, five for losses) 
gained valuable experience as a freshman. Junior 


s Lytrel Pollard will coil opposite Slaughter. 


Senior cornerback Rod Thomas (10 foiled pass 


S attempts, 58 tackles) is steady, Senior strong safety 


Roy Stabler missed spring practice for discipli- 
nary reasons but should be back. The other start- 
ing cornerback should be junior Patrick Surtain. 
Sophomore Larry Watts is the likely free safety. 

Bower hopes senior Johnny Lomoro can han- 
dle both the placekicking and punting chores. 

Junior Tyrone Bolware returned four kicks for 
a 23.0-yard average. Pearson was the team's pri- 
mary punt returner (19 returns for a modest 5.1 
yards per return), but Lee averaged an eye-catch- 
ing 26.4 yards on five returns. 

Bower says his team must execute more effi- 
ciently this fall. The fourth quarter specifically 
was troublesome for Southern Miss, which was 
outscored 60-45 in the final period and beaten 
on the road by Alabama and Indiana (both at the 
end of the game) by a combined five points early 
in the season and by East Carolina (36-34 in 
Game 8) on a last-second field goal. In contrast, 
the Golden Eagles outscored foes 72-42 in the 
first quarter and 77-55 in the second. 

“A lack of execution hurt us,” Bower says. “I 
can't boil it down to one play, Looking back, | 
don't know if we would change the calls we made 
at the time. We just did not make the plays.” 

The three losses demoralized the Golden Eagles, 
admits Bower, adding, “It was deflating, particu- 
larly after the East Carolina loss. You don't realize 
what a mental drain losing like that can be. But 
maybe we got a bit tougher mentally.” 

And with another daunting schedule, that 
mental toughness will be needed. 

Since 1988, Southern Miss has posted five win- 
ning seasons and beaten, often on the road, non- 
C-USA teams such as Virginia Tech (twice), 
Mississippi State, Florida Stare, Alabama, Auburn 
(ewice), Colorado State, Tulsa (nwice) and LSU, 
Ron Cooper, coach of C-USA rival Louisville, 
respects the Golden Eagles’ battling spirit. 

“The Southern Miss kids will fight you for 60 
minutes,” Cooper says. “And if you beat them, 
you will not blow them out. They will hit you 
beth on defense and offense.” 

Still, with the many personnel losses and rough 
road games (Georgia, Alabama, Louisville, East 
Carolina and Florida State), the Golden Eagles 
will be lucky to equal last season’s 65 mark. 
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lowa State Cyclones 


Head Coach: Dan McCarney 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 3-8-0 (1-6-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th Big 12 North 


an McCarney has no illusions about the 
sk he faces in his second season as Iowa 
tate’s head coach. 

¢ Cyclones ranked No. 108 out of 108 Divi- 
sion I-A teams in rushing defense last season, 
They also ranked No. 100 in scoring defense and 
No. 95 in total defense. They could improve 
those rankings significantly and still not succeed. 

To make matters worse, the only conference 
team lowa State defeated last season, Oklahoma 
State, will be in the Southern Division of the Big 
12, with the Cyclones in the Northern, The 
Cowboys are, however, among Iowa State's three 
interdivisional opponents, though neither figures 
to challenge for a division title. 

McCarney’s first season included an element of 
the sublime as well as the ridiculous. Tailback 
Troy Davis rushed for more yards (2,010) than 
any other sophomore in NCAA Division I-A his- 
tory. On the strength of his performance, almost 
exclusively, the Cyclones ranked ninth nationally 
in rushing offense. 

Barring injuries or the unexpected, the first 
name of lowa State's No, 1 quarterback will be 
Todd. The question is, will it be senior Todd 
Doxzon or sophomore Todd Bandhauer? 

Doxzon was hampered by an ankle injury last 
season that sidelined him for five games. He com- 
pleted 58-of-100 passes for 730 yards and four 
touchdowns, with four interceptions. Doxzon, 
whose strength is running the option, came off 
the bench in the season finale against Missouri to 
complete 13-of-16 passes for 154 yards and wo 
TDs, and rush for 47 yards and another score. 

To describe the performance of Davis as “extra- 
ordinary” would be an understatement. He was 
only the fifth NCAA Division I-A player to rush 
for 2,000 yards in a season. He was an All-Amer- 
ican on a team that finished 3-8 overall and tied 
for last in the Big Eight at 1-6. And he was a 
Heisman ‘Trophy finalist. He is the only 2,000- 
yard rusher ever not to win the Heisman ‘Trophy. 

“Davis is one of those special guys,” Nebraska 
defensive coordinator Charlie McBride says. “He 
has great vision and can see things develop.” 

Davis will be joined by his brother Darren, a 
prize freshman recruit with 4.4 speed in the 40- 
yard dash, Troy and Darren might even line up in 
the same backfield. 

Like Troy, Darren is “a sensational football 
player, big-time, outstanding,” McCarney said 
after Darren signed a letter of intent during his 
senior year at Southridge High in Miami. “I have 
no reservations that he'll make a major impact at 
lowa State.” McCarney expects the younger 
Davis’ impact to be immediate. 

Senior Rodney Guggenheim has been a starter at 
fullback for three years. 

Junior flanker Ed Williams is the only wide 
receiver with significant experience. He led the 
Cyclones in receiving last season, with 46 catches 
for 639 yards and seven touchdowns to earn all- 
conference honorable mention. 


Among, other wideout candidates are juniors 
Gerrick Bivens, Jerome Henry and Tom Radke. 

Senior Dennis DiBiase, who caught 12 passes 
for 94 yards and two touchdowns, is the return- 


ing starter at tight end. 


Four starters in the offensive interior that 
helped open holes for Davis return, including 
tackle Tim Kohn and center Par Augata. Both 
seniors weigh in at 300-plus pounds. Augafa, 
after transferring from Ricks Junior College, was 
named the Big Eights non-freshman Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year by the conference coaches. 

Senior Doug Easley has starting experience at 
one guard, and junior Mate Rahfaldt was a part- 


time starter at the other, 


Junior Kurt Levetzow is the top candidate to be 


Eaawchart 


OFFENSE (8) 


WR 83. Gerrick Bivens («., 0); 80 Jerome Henry Ur. 0) 
ur 77 Tim Kohn (Sr, 3): 51 Oliver Ross {Sr.. 0) 
LG 75 Matt Rabfaldt (Jr., 2): 79 Chariie Bogwill {So.. 0) 
c 65 Patrick Augafa (St, 1); 67 Paul Skartvedt (Sr., 2) 
RG 66 Doug Easley (Sr., 1); 68 Eddie Shufford (Ur, 0) 
RT 7% Kurt Levetzow tr., 0}; 52 Chris Brunsvoid (So., 0) 
TE 87 Dennis DiBiase (Sr, 2); 89 Damian Gibson (So,, 1) 
FL 81: Ed Williams (Jr, 2); 85 Tom Radke Ur,, 1) 
7 Todd Doxzon (Sr. 3); 17 Todd Bandhauer (So,, 1) 

TB 28 Troy Davis (Jr., 2); 6 Graston Norris (Sr, 3) 

22 Rodney Guggenheim (St. 3); 42 Joe Parmentier (So., 1) 

45 Jamie Kohl (So., 0) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Joe Cominsky (Fr.. 0): 74 Jack Mitchell {Fr., 0) 
Rudy Ruffolo (Jr., 1); 72 Bill Marsau (Fr. 0) 
Greg Schoon (Jr. 1); 55 Terry Thomas (Fr., 0); 
Chin Achebe (So.. 1); 86 Mike Hansen (So,, 1) 
Michael Cooper (Jr, 2); 49 Brandon Rutledge (Fr, 0) 
Dave. Brcka (Fr... 0); 54 Andre Lee (So., 0) 

Tim Sanders (Sr, 3); 11 Dernk Clark Ur., 0) 
Dawan Anderson (So., 1); 25 Kevin Wilson (So., 1) 
Kevin Hudson (Jr, 1); 37 Michael O'Brien (So., 1) 
Tracy Williams {Jr 1); 2 Kelvin Moore (Sr,, 1) 
Mike Lincavage (Sr., 3); 23 Jason Brown (Sr., 2) 
Marc Harris (Sr, 2) 
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the other starting tackle. He has ability but litle 
experience. Eugene Barnal, a transfer from Los 
Angeles Valley College, could help immediately. 

Only two starters return among, the defensive 
linemen: junior tackles Rudy Ruffolo and Greg 
Schoon. Ruffolo had 88 tackles and three sacks. 
Schoon racked up seven tackles for loss and 
forced two fumbles. 

Sophomores Chin Achebe and Mike Hansen 
are listed 1-2 at right end, with redshirt freshmen 
Joe Cominsky and Jack Mitchell competing on 
the left. 

Junior Michael Cooper, who started for two 
seasons at inside linebacker and was third on the 
team in tackles last season with 108, was moved 
to outside linebacker during the spring. Cooper's 
move could leave lowa State with only one expe- 
rienced inside linebacker: senior ‘Tim Sanders, 
who has made 216 tackles the past two seasons. 
Among the other candidates are junior Derrik 
Clark, redshirt freshmen Dave Brcka and Jason 
Weite, and sophomores Andre Lee and Kipwana 
“Kip” King. 

The Cyclones must get bigger and stronger up 
front to deal with Big 12 caliber-type running 
attacks, McCarney says. He is looking, in partic- 
ular, for bigger inside linebackers, 

“We will be lining up with linebackers who are 
in the 230- to 240-pound class, giving us a better 
chance to stop the run,” McCarney says. 

The secondary is the most experienced area of 
the defense, with three returning starters, Senior 
free safety Mike Lincavage was second on the 
team in tackles last season with 109. Senior Jason 
Brown, his backup, also has started. The top can- 
didates at strong safety are junior Tracy Williams 
and senior Kelvin Moore. 

Junior Kevin Hudson and sophomore Dawan 
Anderson are returning starters at cornerback. 
Anderson started every game, breaking up 15 
passes and intercepting two. Hudson started the 
first six games before being sidelined for three 
games by injury. Their backups, sophomores 
Michael O'Brien and Kevin Wilson, have earned 
letters. 

Sophomore Jamie Kohl placckicked as a true 
freshman and made good on 10-of-17 field-goal 
attempts. Senior punter Mare Harris enters his 
final collegiate season with the best career average 
in Cyclones history: 41.2 yards per punt. 

Wilson, Iowa State's top punt and kickoff 
returner, ranked fourth in the Big Eight with a 
19.3-yard average on 23 kickoff returns. 

The massive overhaul necessary to put Iowa 
State in contention in the Big 12 Northern Divi- 
sion won't be accomplished in one season. The 
Cyclones will play on natural grass and have a 
new athletic facility, evidence of the school’s 
commitment to McCarney. In addition, lowa 
State fans are uniquely supportive. Attendance 
was up 2,000 per game in "95, With Davis back 
carrying the ball, the Cyclones will be entertain- 
ing, if not entirely successful. 
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Boston College Eagles 


Head Coach: Dan Henning 
1995 Record (Big East): 4-8-0 (4-3-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th Big East 


MM or openers, Boston College's schedule is a 

A lot more exotic than last year's. Easier, too, 

| A year ago, the Eagles visited the 

swamps of the New Jersey Meadowlands to play 

Ohio State in the Kickoff Classic and suffered a 
38-6 pasting from which they never recovered. 

This time, they travel 5,095 miles to the 
beaches of Honolulu to meet the University of 
Hawaii, like the Eagles coming off a 4-8 season. 
The game matches the easternmost and western- 
most Division I-A programs in the country. 

“It appears at the outset that the schedule could 
be a little less formidable than last year,” says 
coach Dan Henning. 

After the opener, though, things look similar, 
with Big East co-champion Virginia Tech and 
Michigan on tap again. Other non-conference 
foes are Navy, Cincinnati and Notre Dame. 

“You have to be aware that Navy turned the 
corner last year and did an outstanding job under 
a new coach,” Henning says. “The University of 
Cincinnati cannot ever be taken lightly. Last year, 
they shut out the Sugar Bow! champion Virginia 
Tech team in Blacksburg.” Notre Dame, of 
course, is Notre Dame. 

Henning will go into battle with 42 lettermen, 
a realigned coaching staff and a new defensive 
look — but without quarterback Mark Hartsell, 
who decided to forego his final year of eligibility. 

The new defensive coordinator is Phil Elmass- 
ian, who coached at Syracuse and Virginia Tech. 

“We will play a new scheme of defense,” Hen- 
ning says. “Basically, it will be an cight-man front 
with multiple looks.” 

Henning hopes eight will be enough up front. 
Boston College was last in the Big East in rushing 
defense, yielding 194.8 yards a game. 

Hartsell, who graduated in May with a degree 
in marketing, produced two remarkably similar 
years: 1,864 passing yards and 13 touchdowns in 
1994, 1,888 yards and 12 TDs last year. 

The Eagles still have nwo experienced quarter- 
backs: junior Matt Hasselbeck, the main backup 
last fall with one start, and sophomore Scott 
Mutryn, who started once in 1994 as a true fresh- 
man but redshirted last season. Hasselbeck threw 
60 passes last year, completing 27 for nwo touch- 
downs and a whopping seven interceptions. 

Battling at the running back position are junior 
Omari Walker and sophomore Mike Cloud. 
Walker has been the Eagles’ short-yardage spe- 
cialist the last two years with 15 touchdowns. In 
1995, he rushed for 538 yards and a 4.3 average. 

Cloud led the team with 626 yards and led the 
Big East with a 6.1 - yards-per-carry average. He 
missed spring practice with an injury as did 250- 
pound redshirt freshman Malcolm Williams. 

Senior wide receiver Kenyatta Watson is com- 
ing off an injury-plagued season that limited him 
to 25 catches for 263 yards. Junior Steve Everson 
was the top pass -catcher with 42 receptions for 
557 yards. He missed the spring following shoul- 
der surgery. 
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Sophomores Brandon King (29 for 349) and 
Dennis Harding (28 for 263) had productive 
freshman seasons. Redshirt freshman Anthony 
DiCosmo impressed the staff with his quickness 
and pass-catching ability last year as a member of 
the scout team. 

The tight end/H-back position has been a tra- 
ditional strong suit for the Eagles, producing the 
team’s leading receivers from 1989-94. All four 
who lettered last year are back. Junior Todd Pol- 
lack caught 25 passes for 182 yards and five 
touchdowns. Junior Scott Dragos had 14 recep- 
tions, junior Michael Hemmert caught 12 and 
sophomore Rob Tardio had one. 

The offensive line returns three starters in 
senior guard Mark Nori, senior tackle Dan 


depth 


OFFENSE (8) 


Kenyatta Watson (St, 3); 18 Dennis Harding (So., 1) 
Todd Pollack (Jr., 2); 16 Rob Tardio (So., 1) 

Dan Oriskovich (St. 3); 64 Noah LaRose (So,, 0) 
Doug Brzezinski (So., 1); 60 Andy Mitcham (So,, 0) 
Damien Woody (Fr., 0); 79 John Hostetler Ur., 2) 
Mark Nori (St, 3); 72 Butch Palaza (Fr., 0) 
Jonathan Miles (So., 4); 76 Dameil Alford (Fr., 0} 
Scott Dragos (Jt. 2}: 91 Michael Hemmert Ur. 1) 
Steve Everson (Je, 2); 29 Brandon King {So., 0) 
Matt Hasselbeck (ic., 2}: 12 Scott Mutryn {So., 1) 
Omari Watker (Jt, 2); 21 Mike Cloud (So., 1) 
John Matich (Fr. 0) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Eri Storz (So., 2); 24 Rupert English (Sr., 2) 
Nick Gianacakos (Sr., 3); 98 Mike Willetts (Fr., 0) 
Stalin Colinet (St, 3); 73 John Coleman (Sr., 2) 
13. Willie Wright (So., 1); 94 Greg Fisher (So., 0) 
Brian Maye (Jr, 2); S6 Jermaine Monk (So,, 1) 
Matt Haff (Sr., 2); 37 Bill Varrichio Ur. 2} 
Rupert English (Sr. 2); 39 Craig Genuaido (Ur., 0) 
Tim Davis (Fr., 0}; 30 Pat Pheits (Fr., 0} 

Daryl Porter (Se., 2); 15 Billy Gustin (So., 1) 
Charlie Smith (r.. 0); 15 Billy Gustin (So, 1) 
Kieman Speight (So., 1); 39 Paul Cary (Ur., 0) 
Jason Maiecki (So., 1) 


RBQERASCSEIES 
BBvin»BSRSBSSa 


~SB°°SEEER SER 


Oriskovich and sophomore guard Doug Brzezin- 
ski. Nori and Oriskovich have been fixtures in the 
line for three years, and Brzezinski was impressive 
last season in his varsity debut. 

Replacements must emerge for all-star tackle 
Pete Kendall and center Tim O’Brien. Barring a 
move by Oriskovich, sophomore Jonathan Miles 
is the leading candidate at Kendall's tackle spor, but 
redshirt freshman Darnell Alford and sophomore 
transfer Noah LaRose will contend as well. Red- 
shirt freshman Damien Woody and junior John 
Hostetler are listed 1-2 at center. 

While adjusting to the new defensive align- 
ment, the Eagles must replace All-Big East nose 
guard Tim Morabito and tackle Chris Sullivan. 

Last year's starting ends, seniors Stalin Colinet 
and Nick Gianacakos, are now at tackle and nose 
guard, respectively. Sophomores Erik Storz and 
Willie Wright take over at the ends. 

Seniors John Coleman, who was Morabito’s chief 
backup for three years, and Rupert English, sopho- 
more Greg Fisher and redshirt freshman Mike Wil- 
lets provide depth up front, where converted 
linebacker Andy Krauza could also see action. 

Junior Brian Maye and sophomores Bobby 
Edmonds and Jermaine Monk took turns at mid- 
dle linebacker last year as a string of injuries 
caused constant change. Maye underwent knee 
surgery and missed spring practice, but should be 
ready for the season. 

Seniors Matt Haff, who had a team-high 94 
tackles, and Rupert English, junior Markell 
Blount and sophomore Donovan Yarbrough all 
saw plenty of action ar linebacker in "95. 

‘Two starters return to the secondary, and one is 
an All-America candidate, senior Daryl Porter. 
Last year, Porter made 74 tackles, intercepted a 
pass and broke up 13 more. The other holdover 
is sophomore Kiernan Speight, who stepped into 
the starting lineup in the second game of 1995, 

The Eagles must replace both starting safeties. 
Porter moves from cornerback to fill one of the 
vacancies, with junior Charlie Smith and sopho- 
more Billy Gustin the leading candidates for the 
other. Gustin was the team’s nickel back and a 
three-game starter in 1995. The cornerbacks are 
Speight and redshirt freshman Tim Davis. 

Jason Malecki took over the punting duties as a 
true freshman and averaged 39.5 yards. No cur- 
rent Eagle has attempted a placekick in a game. 
The top contenders are junior Chris Hackett and 
redshirt freshman John Matich. 

Watson is one of the best return men in college 
football. Last year, he averaged 14.4 yards on 
punt returns, seventh nationally. ‘Two went for 
touchdowns; 84 yards against West Virginia and 
63 yards against Rutgers. He is the first BC player 
with ewo punt-recurn touchdowns since NFL star 
Kelvin Martin in 1984. Watson is also a gifted 
kickoff returner (21.1-yard average last fall). 

Boston College defeated Big East co-champ 
Virginia Tech a year ago, but another middle-ot- 
the-pack finish probably is in store. 
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Mississippi State Bulldogs 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SEC): 
1996 Pick: 


Jackie Sherrill 
3-8-0 (1-7-0) 
5th SEC West 


hen a head football coach decides to 
make switches at his offensive and 
| defensive coordinator positions, it is 
sometimes viewed as the last act of a desperate 
man wanting to keep his job. 

For Mississippi State coach Jackie Sherrill, one 
of college football’s most consistent winners in 
his 18 seasons, changing coordinators was a mat- 
ter of chemistry as well as results. 

The Bulldogs finished last in the Southeastern 
Conference in total defense, rushing defense and 
passing-efficiency defense, and second-to-last in 
scoring defense. Mississippi State’s 3-8 season 
was Sherrill’s worst record since 1976 at Wash- 
ington State, his first year as a head coach. 

“It’s just chemistry; it’s a feel you have that you 
have to make changes,” says Sherrill. 

In choosing his coordinators, Sherrill selected 
one coach (Lynn Amedece) who had furnished 
him with offensive results at Texas A&M, and 
another (Joe Lee Dunn) whose defenses at 
Arkansas he dreaded. 

In recent years, Dunn revamped defenses at 
South Carolina, Memphis, Ole Miss and last sea- 
son at Arkansas, when the Razorbacks’ vastly 
improved turnover ratio was a reason why the 
Hogs won the Western Division. 

“We (Mississippi State) were last in just about 
every defensive category in °95, but the kids have 
a lot of pride in themselves,” Dunn says. “I’m not 
the one that’s going to fix it. They are the ones 
with the attitude to do it.” 

Better defensive play awaits. After Dunn's pre- 
season drills in the August heat, Bulldog detend- 
ers will feel they can handle any challenge. 

Amedee may have the longest resume of any 
college coach in America. In his 30-year career, he 
has coached in two pro leagues, at 10 colleges 
(including his alma mater, LSU, twice) and at 
four Louisiana high schools. 

“With seven starters back, we've been able to 
adapt to our multiple offense schemes very 
quickly,” Amedee says. 


Senior quarterback Derrick Taite had four of 


the SEC's 10 longest passes last year, including 
three plays of 80 yards or more. 

Bur Taite (2,241 yards and 16 touchdowns in 
1995) struggles against quality defenses. It’s likely 


that Amedee will find a way to take advantage of 


‘Taite’s natural offensive skills. 

Taite broke his left (non-throwing) wrist last 
winter falling on ice and wasn't supposed to have 
participated in spring contact. But Amedee said 
that Taite “didn't miss a bear,” playing in all 
scrimmages while wearing a cast. 

The top three backs return, highlighted by 
durable junior Keffer McGee, the SEC’s fourth- 
leading rusher with 1,072 yards on 235 attempts. 
An outstanding all-around back, McGee totaled 
27 catches (more than any other 1,000-yard SEC 
tusher) for 295 yards. Junior fullback Nakia 
Greer also is back after gaining 199 yards a year 
ago. 
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Junior Cameron Floyd and sophomore Jeremy 
Jones made only two catches between them last 
season. Lamont Woodberry, a highly rated junior 
college signee; junior Michael Brown; and sopho- 
more Lahitia Grant are certain to make their 
moves in fall camp. 

Sophomore tight ends John Jennings and Regi- 
nald Kelly are experienced. 

There is much beef up front, led by the senior 
trio of left tackle Brent Smith, left guard Brad 
Ainsworth and right guard Henry McCann. 
Fifth-year senior Dan Hoover has long toiled as a 
reserve center and is ready to assume the starting 
role. The right tackle will likely be junior Robert 
Hicks. 


The defensive line features modest depth, but 


rau chart 


OFFENSE (7) 


SE 28 Jeremy Jones (So., 1); 4 Lahitia Grant (So., 1) 
TE 81 John Jennings (So., 1); 89 Reginald Kelly (So., 1) 
OT 79 Brent Smith (St., 3); 67 Sam Baker Ur. 2) 

OG 59 Brad Ainsworth (Sr., 2); 60 Burt Ashley Ur, 2) 
c 57 Dan Hoover (Sr.. 3); 53 Eric Allen (So., 1) 

OG 52 Henry McCann (Sr, 3); 69 Stoney Price (So., 1) 
OT 76 Robert Hicks (Jr. 2); 74 Paul Mooney (Fr., 0) 

FL 16 Cameron Floyd (Jr.. 2); 9 Michaet Brown (Jr, 2) 
QB 12 Derrick Taite (St, 3); 18 Rob Morgan (Fr., 0) 

TB 21 Keffer McGee (Jt, 2); 36 Robert Isazc (Ur., 2) 
FB 31 Nakia Greer (Jr, 2); 39 Dennis McKinley (So., 1) 
PK 15 Brian Hazelwood (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Gregory Favors (Jr, 2); 58 Kenneth Knotts (So., 1) 
Michael Lindsey (Sr, 3); 90 James Grier (Jr., 2) 
Eric Dotson (Jr., 1); 99 Kenwoynne Smith {So., 1) 
Terry Day (St., 1); 96 Raymond Gee (Sr., 1) 
Dereck Rush (Jr.. 0); 40 Comell Menafee (Fr., 0) 
Dwayne Curry (Sr.. 3); 45 Henry Ellis (Sr. 1) 
Paul Lacoste (Sr., 3): 46 Larry Campbell (So., 1) 
fzeit MeGill (Ur, 2); 37 Chester Lewis (So., 1) 

Eric Daniel {So., 1); 13 Jimmy Lipscomb (Sr. 3) 
Anthony Derricks (So., 1); 24 Kendall Roberson (Fr., 0} 
Chauncey McGee iSo.. 1): 29 Omar Henderson {So., 1) 
Andy Russ (Sr., 3) 
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senior tackles ‘Terry Day and Michael Lindsey, 
and junior James Grier all have starting experi- 
ence. Junior nose tackle Eric Dotson hits with 
327-pound force. Ends who came to the fore in 
the spring were juniors Gregory Favors and 
Dereck Rush, 

Grier, who Dunn says enjoyed an eye-popping 
spring, tallied 63 tackles last season. Day added 
38. Dotson, turned loose in Dunn's no-holds- 
barred defense, could explode this fall. 

Dunn is known for having helped produce 
some excellent linebackers. Now the hard-driving 
coach has another fine one in Starkville. Senior 


3 Dwayne Curry, a two-time All-SEC selection, led 


the Bulldogs last season in tackles (113) for the 
second straight year. Curry’s running mate is 
underrated senior Paul Lacoste, who made 87 
stops. 

Perhaps Sherrill’s greatest disappointment last 


After Dunn’s preseason 
conditioning drills in the 
August heat, Bulldog 
defenders will feel they 
can handle any challenge. 


season was the play of his secondary. State ranked 
11th in the SEC in takeaways. 

Sherrill is hopeful that some of his young tal- 
ent, sophomore free safety Anthony Derricks in 
particular, will satisfy the need for speed. Sopho- 
more strong safety Eric Daniel and junior corner- 
back Izell McGill (43) could be joined by 
sophomore cornerback Chauncey McGee. 

Sophomore Brian Hazelwood made 4-of-5 
field-goal attempts. 

Senior Andy Russ (41.4-yard average) helped 
State rank second in the SEC and 13th nationally 
in net punting. 

Slippery junior Robert Isaac appears to be the 
prime kick-return man. Isaac may see some punt- 
return duty also. 

Mississippi State’s football program was hit 
with a one-year NCAA probation (it began in 
February) for rules violations. No bowl or TV 
sanctions were imposed. 

The Bulldogs went to three bowls in Sherrill’s 
first four years before last season's flop. With the 
improvement of Western Division rivals Arkansas 
and LSU to bowl-level teams last year, State has 
to improve pronto, That's why Sherrill hired 
familiar hands as his coordinators. He wants 
results and he wants them now. And Amedee and 
Dunn should provide them, particularly Dunn, 
who works his defensive magic wherever he goes. 

Players love playing for Dunn and it shows 
with their effort. Last in the SEC in 1995 in 
turnovers created (five), State needs that effort. 
And Amedee needs to free up Taite, allowing him 
to roam a bit and create big plays. If the Bulldogs 
stay free from injury, especially along the defen- 
sive line, a 7-4 or 8-3 season is not out of the 
question. 
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Fresno State Bulldogs 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Jim Sweeney 
5-7-0 (2-6-0) 
4th WAC Pacific 


im Sweency has recovered nicely from his 
latest misfortune and can only hope his 
I Fresno State Bulldogs can do the same. 

In March, Sweeney, who turns 67 on Sept. 1, 
smashed his car into a flatbed truck that had bro- 
ken down in the middle of a highway late at night 
and had no lights operating, The venerable coach 
escaped with a fractured right leg and kneecap (his 
wife also sustained non-life-threatening injuries), 
and underwent major surgery of one kind or 
another for the seventh time in six years, 

After a string of 12 winning seasons, the Bull- 
dogs are trying to rebound from a two-year skid 
thar saw them go 5-7-1 in 1994 and 5-7 last 
year, including 2-6 and a seventh-place tie in the 
Western Athletic Conference. 

“L think the major goal is to establish pride in 
the program — pride in being a Bulldog football 
player,” says Sweeney, who has been a head coach 
for 31 years (18 at Fresno State) and needs four 
victories to reach the 200-win mark. “I think 
we've lost that to a certain degree. 

“Our critics are of an opinion that we don't 
play with the same emotion that we are accus- 
tomed to. I am fully in agreement.” 

The Bulldogs return seven starters on offense, 
cight on defense and both kicking specialists, 

Under new defensive coordinator Robin Ross, 
the 4-3 scheme tried last year will be shelved and 
a multiple defensive set reinstated. 

“My hope is that we catch on early and become 
a more effective team defensively than we've been 
in the past couple of years,” Sweeney says. 

Fresno State will play in the Pacific Division of 
the expanded WAC, along with Air Force, Col- 
orado State, Hawaii, San Diego State, San Jose 
State, UNLV and Wyoming. 

A pair of senior quarterbacks who shared start- 
ing duties last year return, Jim Arellanes, who 
started three of the last four games, finished sey- 
enth nationally in passing efficiency. Richie Donati 
started eight times but ended the spring where he 
ended the fall: behind Arellanes, whom Sweeney 
considers a bona fide pro prospect. 

The duo directed an offense that finished ninth 
nationally in passing (290.3 yards per game) and 
10th in total offense (456.6) while combining for 
3,429 passing yards and 25 touchdowns. Arellanes 
totaled 1,539 yards and 13 TDs. Donati is more an 
option quarterback but has passed for 4,144 yards 
during the past two seasons, more than any other 
WAC quarterback. 

Junior tailback Michael Pittman and senior 
Morell Ollis saw their 1995 seasons cut short by 
injuries, Pittman for the second straight year. 
Piteman has collected 828 yards and seven touch- 
downs in his career. 

The Bulldogs signed junior college All-Ameri- 
can Michael Gray, who rushed for 1,923 yards 
and 33 TDs last fall at Bakersfield College, and 
he could win the job. 

Both of last year's fullbacks are gone, opening 
the door for junior Robert Jenkins and sopho- 
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more Jaime Kimbrough. Jenkins rushed for 
1,675 yards and scored 25 touchdowns during 
his junior college career. 

The wings traditionally have been a talent-rich 
area for the Bulldogs, but senior wideout Brian 
Roberson (110 career receptions) heads a rela- 
tively inexperienced group that was hit hard by 
graduation. The Bulldogs must overcome the loss 
of Charlie Jones, the school’s career leader in 
receptions, receiving yards and touchdown 
catches, and Jahine Arnold. The rwo combined 
for 125 receptions last fall. 

Sophomore Anthony Tucker stands out among 
a host of returning young receivers, and the Bull- 
dogs have two junior college transfers, 1994 All- 
American Greg Minnatce and Randi Bishop. 


depth 


OFFENSE (7) 


Anthony Tucker (So., 0); 18 Randi Bishop (Jr. 0) 
Chris Conrad Ur., 2); 72 Curtis Jones (Jr., 0) 
Michael Carr (Jr., 2); 62 Ken Foersch (So., 1) 
Gary Osmundson (Sr., 3); 60 Steve Zimite (Fr., 0) 
Chris Lee (Jr., 0); 76 Scott Muelier (Sr., 3) 

Allen Weathers (Sr., 1); 79 Todd Koenig (Sr., 3) 
Warren Fortier (J., 2); 88 O'Shea Nero (Sr., 2) 
Jim Arellanes (Sr, 1); 10 Richie Donati (Sr., 3) 
Michael Pittman (Jr, 2), 1 Morell Ollis (Sr., 1) 
Robert Jenkins Ur., 0); 25 Jaime Kimbrough (So., 0) 
Brian Roberson (Sr., 3); 6 Ty Mann (So., 0) 
Johan Lyssand (Je, 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Matame Scanian (Sr., Of; 91 Shatony Sargeant (Sc, 3) 
Bryan Robinson (St, 1); 68 Jerry Lemon (So., 0) 
Lumumba Neal (Se. 1); 98 Lee Pakola (Sr., 1) 
Leroy Colbert (Sr., 3); 96 Danny Williams (Sr, 3) 
Kevin Adams (So., 1); 40 Bobby Brooks Ur.. 1) 
Ryan Holmes (Ur., 2); 45 DeMarco Ford (Sr.. 1) 
Chwis Love (ir. 2}; 52 AJ. Gass (Ur. 1) 

Steve Wilson (Sc, 1); 31 Antonio Pratt (Jr. 2) 
Omar Stoutmire (Sc, 3); 26 Bernard Finley Ur, 1) 
Cory Hall (So., 1}; 2 Rio Wells (Sr.. 3) 

Marlyn Jackson (Jt., 2); 22 Woody Green {Jt., 2) 
Jett Roberts (So., 1) 
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Junior tight end Warren Fortier leads a group 
thar includes two other lettermen. Last year, 
Fortier caught 10 passes for 111 yards and two 
touchdowns. Senior O'Shea Nero and sophomore 
Scott Thompson also have experience. 

The front wall should be a team strength as the 
Bulldogs return cight lettermen, including four 
players who saw significant playing time. 

Heading the cadre is senior center Gary Os- 
mundson. He is joined by junior Chris Conrad 
and senior Allen Weathers at tackle, and junior 
Michael Carr at guard. Junior college transfer 
Chris Lee probably will man the other guard spot. 

Sweeney expects the defensive front to be 
“vastly improved.” Back are three players who 
combined for 30 starts in 95 — senior tackles 
Bryan Robinson and Lumumba Neal, and senior 
end Shatony Sargeant — and four other letter- 
men. Sargeant could face a challenge from senior 


“Our critics think we don’t 
play with the emotion we 
are accustomed to. | am 

fully in agreement.” 
— Jim Sweeney 


Malama Scanlan, a transfer from lowa Wesleyan 
who redshirted last season and was listed No. | in 
the spring. Seniors Leroy Colbert and Danny 
Williams are the leading candidates at the vacant 
end spot. Williams started most of 1994. 

Sweeney is concerned about speed at line- 
backer, where converted free safety Chris Love, a 
junior, is the only returning starter. Junior Ryan 
Holmes and sophomore Kevin Adams could join 
Love, and the Bulldogs return three other letter- 
men. Juco transfer Allan Nicholas, one of Fresno 
State's top signees, comes aboard in the fall. 

The secondary has outstanding athletic ability 
with all four starters back, along with cight other 
lettermen. Leading the way is senior strong safety 
Omar Stoutmire, who played free safety last fall 
and tallied a school-record 198 tackles. 

Last year's strong safety, junior Marlyn Jackson, 
is being moved to cornerback to compete with the 
1995 starters, senior Steve Wilson, who led the 
WAC with 19 pass breakups, and junior Woody 
Green. Sophomore Cory Hall switches from cor- 
nerback to replace Stoutmire at free safety. 

The kicking game is in solid shape with place- 
kickers Johan Lyssand, a junior, and Armen Tori- 
gian, a senior, and sophomore punter Jeff Roberts. 
Lyssand hit 19-of-28 ficld-goal attempts, and 
Roberts averaged 38.5 yards on punts. Roberson 
was the nation’s No, 2-rated punt returner a year 
ago (18.2-yard average). This fall, he'll likely return 
kickoffs, too. 

Of the nation’s Division I-A head coaches, only 
lowa’s Hayden Fry (34 years) has overseen pro- 
grams longer than Sweeney, one of the game's 
true characters and best coaches. 

It wouldn't be a shock to see Sweeney & Co. 
make a nan at the WAC’s Pacific Division crown. 


ATHLON FooTtBatL. 1996 


Head Coach: Tommy Tuberville 
1995 Record (SEC): 6-5-0 (3-5-0) 
1996 Pick: 6th SEC West 


f you think being a football fan of Ole Miss in 

the last year or so has been tough, imagine 

what it must be like for coach Tommy 
Tuberville. 

You are given the job in an impossible situa- 
tion, with the school under four-year NCAA pro- 
bation, TV and bow! sanctions (television this 
season but no bowl game), and severe scholarship 
reductions (from 25 to 13 in 1996, same as in 
1995). Ole Miss won't have the full complement 
of scholarships until 1999. 

Arriving in 1995 as the new coach, you're 
pleading for fan support and you're asking your 
players to give 110 percent, knowing that no one 
will sce them on TV for a year and knowing that 
even a winning record can't get them in a bowl for 
the first avo seasons of penalties. 

And there’s the recruiting, Not only do you 
have to be selective because of the reduced schol- 
arship limits in the first ewo years, but you've also 
got to fight opposing coaches who tell recruits 
they won't be seen or heard about ata school serv- 
ing NCAA probation. 

So what do you do if you're Tommy Tuberville? 
You go 6-5 your first year, the fans rally behind 
you, and you overcome negative recruiting by 
selling your program as much to the parents of 
recruits as the recruits themselves. 

“Just being eligible to play on TV this year is an 
enormous help because kids being recruited look 
at exposure,” Tuberville says. “The attitude of our 
fans was great a year ago and continues to be 
impressive. They seem to understand building 
the program will take time, and we feel the pro- 
bation will give us the time we need to build it 
the way we want it.” 

Even with just 48 players on scholarship, there 
is a certain pride among the Rebels about defying 
the odds. 

This year, Tuberville is keeping his fingers 
crossed about a lack of depth, If Ole Miss can stay 
healthy, the coach figures that the seniors starting 
in 14 of 22 positions may pull the Rebels 
through to a second straight winning season, 

The maturation of Paul Head last season was 
one of the offensive rallying points as the quiet 
youngster took over at quarterback late in the sea- 
son, Completing 70-of-113 passes for 748 yards 
and five touchdowns, Head guided Ole Miss to 
wins in three of its last four games. 

Losing Dou Innocent, the Rebels’ leading 
rusher the past two seasons, takes away a chunk 
of an offense that didn't have much punch ro start 
with. But others have been chomping at the bit 
for playing time. 

Former LSU halfback Artic Moore, a senior, has 
been a star-in-waiting since his high school days. 
He had a good spring a year ago, yet carried just 
40 times for 217 yards, He'll be backed by Geor- 
gia Tech transfer Tony Cannion, a sophomore. 

The best bet for a touchdown-maker is senior 
jack-of-all-trades ‘Ta’Boris Fisher, who last year 
had 45 catches for 493 yards and four TDs. Any 


Ole Miss Rebels 


Mat Moose 


time that Fisher, an H-back, is in motion, it's 
likely he'll cause a commotion. 

Senior Andre Hollis will be called on at wide- 
out, but Tuberville admits his offensive attack 
centers on senior All-SEC tight end Kris 
Mangum. Mangum won a national champi- 
onship ring at Alabama as a special teams player 
in 1992, then transferred to Ole Miss, where he 
has blossomed into a pro prospect. Last year, his 
36 catches (for 391 yards and nwo TDs) were the 
most by a Rebel tight end since Wesley Walls 
grabbed 36 in 1988. 

Junior Eli Anding will start at U-back (a tight 
wing used primarily for receiving and blocking). 

Two starters return on the offensive line: ver- 
satile senior center Skip Joyce and senior right 


euichart | 


OFFENSE (6) 


Andre Hols {Sr.. 1); 25 Hunter Caston (Fr,, 0) 
Boyd Hitchen (Jr.. 2); 65 Eric Bubrig Ur., 2) 
Jonathan Casey (St., 2); 71 Todd Wade (Fr,, 0) 
Skip Joyce (Sr, 3); 50 Matt Luke (So, 1) 
Shannon Provencher (Sr, 2); 70 Joey Embry (Fr., 0) 
Orlando Trainer {Sr., 2); 54 Omar Edwards (Jr, 1) 
Kris Mangum (Sr. 2); 83 Tutan Reyes (Fr, 0) 
Paul Head (St., 3); 1 Stewart Patridge Ur, 0) 
Antie Moore (Se, 1); 33 Tony Cannion (So., 0) 

Ta’ Boris Fisher (Se, 3); 85 Ronnie Letson (Fr., 0} 
Et Anding Ur.. 2); 81 Adam Bettis (Fr., 0) 

Tim Montz (St, 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Quentin Wilson (Sc. 1: 97 DeWayne McCurdy (Fr, 0} 
David Evans {Sr.. 3}; 93 Richard King Ur., 0) 
Devon Coburn (Jt, 1); 63 Michael Day Ur. 0) 
Morris Scott (So. 2): 52 Ken Judon (Fr., 0) 

Nate Wayne (Jr, 2); 55 Matt Wells Ur, 1) 

Kyle Wicker (St. 3); 42 Britt Wicker (Fr., 0) 

Broc Kreitz (Jr., 2); 56 Erik Beeiman (So., 0) 
Derek Jones (St, 3); 3 Timothy Strickland (Fr., 0) 
Walker Jones (Jt., 2); 40 Thurman Thomas (Fr., 0) 
Lawrence Adams {S1., 3}; 2 Ronnie Heard (Fr, 0) 
Gary Thigpen (So., 1); 46 Johnny Desier (Sr.. 2) 
Randall Green (Jr... 0} 
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guard Shannon Provencher. The new faces are 
actually familiar faces moving up the depth chart: 
junior left tackle Boyd Kitchen, senior left guard 
Jonathan Casey and senior right tackle Orlando 
Trainer. 

Junior right tackle Devon Coburn was the 
only returning starter on the defensive line when 
spring practice concluded. Tuberville wants more 
big plays up front and is counting heavily on 
senior left tackle David Evans, whom the coach 
lauded for his off-season weight-room work and 
winning attitude. The ends may be senior 
Quentin Wilson and sophomore Morris Scott. 

The best of the three starting linebackers is 
junior Nate Wayne on the strong side. He ranked 
fifth on the team in tackles with 50, including 28 
solo. Senior Kyle Wicker apparently will return as 
middle linebacker, although he could be shifted 
to end. Converted quarterback Broc Kreitz, a 
junior, is set co start on the weak side. 

The secondary is the strength of not only the 
defense but also the entire team. Three of four 
starters return, with Lawrence Adams, once a 
starting quarterback for the Rebels, getting the 
start at free safety in his final season. 

Junior strong safety Walker Jones is a bell- 
ringer, totaling a team-high 90 tackles (40 solo) 
and six pass deflections. He should break through 
in his junior season and become one of the most 
feared headhunters in the SEC. Senior left corner- 
back Derek Jones had 69 tackles (a team-high 54 
solo). Sophomore right cornerback Gary Thigpen 
should hold his job. He was credited with 37 tack- 
les, an interception and five pass breakups. 

Ole Miss tallied just nine interceptions last 
year, ranking 10th in the SEC, 

Senior Tim Montz converted 13-of-19 field- 
goal attempts and 17-of-19 extra-point tries for 
56 points, a modest total that led Rebel scoring. 
Juniors Randall Green and Kevin Cooper, senior 
Jim Nichols and redshirt freshman Nick Sagona 
started a punting derby in the spring that 
promises to rage into the fall. Tuberville might be 
better off drawing a name out of a hat. 

Fisher was fifth in the SEC in punt returns 
with a total of 132 yards on 13 runbacks (10.2- 
yard average). Fisher may add kickoff return 
duties since running back Moine Nicholson will 
miss the season because of academic problems. 

The hardest thing about being on probation is 
maintaining the “us against the world” attitude 
that is so fresh during the first season in the 
NCAA jail. The Rebels are in year owo of their 
NCAA sentence and can at least be seen on TV. 
How they maintain their desire is a key. They not 
only have to mature and play error-free, basic 
football, but they also have to keep the emotional 
fires burning. 

If the Rebels can find enough offensive spark to 
boost their 19 points-per-game production of a 
year ago and create more turnovers, a 6—5 repeat 
not only would be acceptable but even quite wel- 
come, 
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Southwestern Lou 


Head Coach: Nelson Stokley 
1995 Record (Big West): 6-5-0 (4-2-0) 


hen coach Nelson Stokley promised a 
| few years back to put some cayenne 

pepper in Southwestern Louisiana's 
offense, little did he know he could call it Stokley 
& Son. 

After losing seasons in 1990-91-92, Stokley 
pere knew he had to do something about an 
offense that averaged only 13.0 points and 263.3 
yards a game in "92. 

Thus the coach de-emphasized the option in 
favor of a more dropback passing auack, and it 
paid off big-time a year ago, when a redshirt 
freshman named Brandon Stokley exploded onto 
the scene like a red-hot jalapeno. 

All Stokley fils did was turn in the best season 
by a freshman receiver in the history of college 
football. He set NCAA freshman records for 
most catches (75), most receiving yards (1,121), 
catches per game (6,8) and yardage per game 
(102.0). Those are school records as well, regard- 
less of class. 

The “95 Ragin’ Cajuns averaged a school- 
record 434.5 yards a game, 48 more than the old 
mark, to finish 15th nationally. It all added up to 
46-5 record, a third straight winning season and 
a 4—2 league mark for a second-place tic in USLs 
third and final season as a member of the Big 
West Conference football consortium (fellow 
consortium members Arkansas State, Louisiana 
Tech and Northern Illinois also exited the Big 
West, with the latter set to begin play in the Mid- 
American Conference in 1997). 

The Cajuns, who return 52 of 68 lettermen, 
will play this season as an independent team. 
Very preliminary talks have taken place regarding 
a conference home for Southwestern Louisiana's 
football program, More on that later, 

On offense, vastly underrated senior quarter- 
back Jake Delhomme accounted for school 
records of 20 touchdown passes and 2,761 pass- 
ing yards. The Cajuns’ per-game average of 255.5 
yards smashed the old record by 60 yards a game. 

In a more high-profile setting, Delhomme 
would be recognized for what he is: a fabulous 
talent. 

“I don't think there's a better quarterback in the 
country than Jake Delhomme,” Stokley says 
bluntly. “He does so many things for us. It’s 
almost to the point that he’s taken for granted.” 

Senior Kenyon Cotton, a 259-pound fullback 
who gained 678 yards a year ago, moves to tail- 
back, replacing Marcus Prier, who rushed for 979 
yards and 14 TDs. 

“There aren't many big backs around any ber- 
ter than KC,” Stokley says. 

Taking over for Corton at fullback is junior 
Gregg Hamilton. 

Surely coach Stokley can’t be accused of nepo- 
tism when he lists his son as a starting wideout, 
even though all the 1995 starters are back. While 
young Stokley was the most frequent target, 
senior Donald Richard tallied 38 catches for 777 
yards and was the national leader in yards per 
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eatch (20.4), Senior Darren Strother and junior 
Franco Smith started ahead of Stokley. 

Senior tight end Cody Romero returns after a 
17-catch, 1 76-yard season. 

Most of last year's success could be credited to 
a stellar line. The Cajuns return junior guard 
Keith Ware, a massive 6-1, 345-pound granite 
block. “Keith may have had the best overall 
spring practice of anyone on offense,” Stokley 
notes. “He has really been a force.” Also back is 
junior tackle Anthony Clement. The new starters 
should be sophomore tackle Chad Hakemack, 
junior guard Marty Cannon and sophomore cen- 
ter Ben Archer. 

On the other side of the ball, Southwestern 
Louisiana led the Big West in total, rushing and 


depth Ci 


OFFENSE (7) 


Donald Richard (Sr., 2); 81 Byron Gasaway Ur. 1) 
Cody Romero (Sr., 1); 86 Mark Buford (Fr., 0) 
Anthony Clement (Jc, 2); 74 Wardell Reddish (So., 1) 
Keith Ware (Jr., 1); 56 Michael Maloney Ur, 1) 
Ben Archer (So., 1); 60 Kevin Chapman iSr.. 1) 
Marty Cannon Ur,, 1); 52 Stephen Swander (Jr, 2) 
Chad Hakemack (So., 1); 72 Jason Boyer (Ft., 0) 
Brandon Stokley (So,, 1); 82 Franco Smith (Jr, 2) 
Jake Delhomme (Sr., 3); 7 Brian Soigmer (So., 1) 
Gregg Hamitton Ur. 2); 37 Brian Wyatt (Fr., 0} 
Kenyon Cotton (Se, 3); 4 Peter Dugas (Fr. 0) 
Jeremy Deach (r.. 0} 


DEFENSE (7) 


Joseph Evans (St., 3); 93 Dennis Hewitt (So.. 1) 
Paul Cabbie (Sr. 3); 55 Randy Young {So.. 1) 
Dwayne Andrews {Sz., 1}; 94 Ryan Poisso (So., 1) 
Mario Stephens (r.. 2); 58 Myron Tumer (Fr., 0) 
Pat Brennan (Sc, 3); 41 Shannon Jeffries Uc, 1) 
Kelcy Dotson (Sc, 1); 42 Geratd Stewart (Fr., 0) 
Chuck Woodall (So., 1): 2 Billy Sanders Ur, 1) 
Garrett Johnson (Ur., 2); 33 Steve Pinkney (So., 0) 
Damon Mason (Se., 2); 6 Willie Terrell (So., 1) 
Charles Johnson (So., 1); 21 Brian Jackson Lr,. 2) 
Britt Jackson (S¢., 3); 45 Charles Woods (Fr, 0) 
Mike Jones (St, 2) 
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lana Ragin’ Cajuns 


pass defense, and was a half-point per game away 
from leading in scoring defense as well. Two reg- 
ulars return: senior end Joseph Evans and senior 
tackle Paul Cabble. Look for senior Dwayne 
Andrews to move in at the other tackle, with 
junior Mario Stephens at the other end. 

Three returning regulars are led by senior mid- 
dle linebacker Par Brennan, an all-conference 
selection and the second-leading returning tack- 
ler on the team with 70. Joining him are senior 


~ Keley Dotson and sophomore Chuck Woodall. 


Senior strong safety Damon Mason led the 
Cajuns with 88 tackles, including 66 solos. Both 
Mason and senior cornerback Britt Jackson made 
All-Big West. The other starters will be new, 


> probably junior Garrett Johnson at cornerback 


and sophomore Charles Johnson (no relation) at 
free safety. 

Junior Jeremy Deach, a two-way kicker, will get 
his first collegiate action. Senior Mike Jones was 
the only player in Division I-A to punt and 
return punts last year. He punted for an average 
of 37.1 yards and returned punts for a 10.1-yard 
average. 

Yes, Air Stokley, pere and fils, takes center stage 
at Southwestern Louisiana this fall. Guaranteed 
are numerous touchdowns and vast chunks of 
passing yardage. 

Despite the explosive offense, the Cajuns may 
be hard-pressed to attain a .500 season. The 
schedule includes trips to Florida, Southern Miss. 
UAB, Virginia Tech and Texas Tech, and home 
games with Texas A&M and Houston, 

“We understand what we're going up against 
and how difficult it’s going to be,” Stokley says. 
“But I also know that it’s exciting for everyone, 
for our players and for our coaching staff. With 
challenges, there are also opportunities.” 

As noted earlier, Southwestern Louisiana will 
play for the present as an independent. It is clear, 
however, that the long-term survival of the USL 
football program (and for any independent pro- 
gram) may depend on conference membership. 
Currently, the school competes in all sports but 
football in the Sun Belt Conference, a league 
fairly well-respected for its men’s and women’s 
basketball and, to a lesser extent, baseball. 

Media reports indicate there have been infor- 
mal talks of the three football-playing Sun Belt 
members (Arkansas State, Louisiana Tech and 
USL) uniting with at least three other indepen- 
dents to form a grouping similar to the current 
Liberty Bowl Alliance. Perhaps a bowl tie-in 
could then be secured. 

Candidates for the league would include inde- 
pendent Northeast Louisiana, current Big West 
member North Texas, future Division -A mem- 
ber Middle Tennessee State, and potential J-A 
members Youngstown State and Georgia South- 
ern. Other programs mentioned have been inde- 
pendents UAB, Central Florida and East 
Carolina, although these three appear to be 
headed for established leagues. 
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Colorado State Rams 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Sonny Lubick 
8-4-0 (6-2-0) 
5th WAC Pacific 


yen after two Holiday Bowl trips, Sonny 
Lubick is not convinced. 

His Colorado State Rams have won a 
pair of WAC championships and beaten every- 
body else in the league at least once the last nwo 
seasons, but his program has not arrived yet. 

“We're still Colorado State,” Lubick says. “Peo- 
ple tell us we have a good program, but it’s not 
like BYU, where they just keep rolling ’em out. 
We're getting better, but...” 

Lubick is not exaggerating when he speaks of a 
“brutal” non-conference lineup that features Ore- 
gon, Colorado and Nebraska. And a 54-21 Hol- 
iday Bowl loss to Kansas State revealed that 
Colorado State is not yet ready to deal with 
national powers on a regular basis, 

The Rams are 18-6 the last nwo seasons and 
23-12 in three years under Lubick. Furthermore, 
they've won their last 10 WAC road games, a 
remarkable achievement, 

These are standards, clearly, that will be diffi- 
cult to continue as Colorado State enters a 
rebuilding year. But the Rams are sure to avoid 
the horrific dropoffs this program has experi- 
enced in the past, such as plummeting from 6-5 
in 1986 to I-11 in "87, and from 9-4 in 1990 
(with a bow! victory) to 3-8 in ‘91. 

At quarterback, junior Moses Moreno contin- 
ues to improve. Moreno alternated with Daren 
Wilkinson, who also returns, most of last season 
and was at his best in November, coming off the 
bench to throw for 263 yards and three touch- 
downs against UTEP. He then started at San 
Diego State and passed for 247 yards and two 
scores to help clinch the Holiday Bowl berth. 

Fullback Damon Washington gained 600 yards 
as a freshman, including 100-yard games against 
Wyoming and Hawaii, Jaime Blake was also pro- 
ductive as a freshman, with 170 yards against 
Hawaii in his first start, Washington and Blake 
will divide playing time in the Rams’ one-back 
offense. 

The Rams are well-stocked in their three- 
receiver scheme, Senior Paul Turner caught 41 
passes (16.5-yard average) for nine touchdowns. 
Junior Darrell Ballard (32 catches) returns as the 
H-back, while senior Jeremy Calhoun (20 recep- 
tions) mans the other wide position. Part-time 
starter Ronald Antoine, a senior, and junior Ter- 
rence Zenno provide depth. 

Senior Justin Shull and junior Eli Workman 
combined for 28 receptions and are also solid 
blocking tight ends. 

The offensive line will require some rebuilding, 
with senior Mark Rogowski, who may start at 
weak tackle, the anchor. Junior Steve Dundee 
returns at weak guard. Depending on Rogowski’s 
play, sophomore Adam Wallace could replace All- 
WAC weak tackle James Cregg, while sophomore 
Mike Newell gets first shot at center. Sophomore 
Anthony Cesario is at strong guard. Junior Eric 
Bailey will start at strong tackle. Pacific transfer 
Justin Werth, a senior, could see playing time. 


Defensively, the Rams must find replacements 
for two of the country’s best ends, Brady Smith 
and Sean Moran. Junior Adrian Ross, who started 
six games while Moran was battling injuries last 
season, and sophomore Steve Trammell have the 
experience to step in. 

Junior DeVaughn Hawkins is back as starting 
tackle. Senior Kirk Bowman was lost for the sea- 
son with a knee injury prior to Game 4, and he 
also returns, joining senior Mirch Palmer and 
sophomore Greg Pollard. 

But duplicating the 21 sacks that Smith and 
Moran accounted for will be difficult. 

In the linebacking corps, leading tackler Karl 
Ballard is gone. Sophomore Eric Vaughn could 
replace him. Kerr likes the future at outside line- 


depth ica 


OFFENSE (8) 


Jeremy Caltoun (Sr., 1); 6 Ronald Antoine (Sr., 3) 
Mark Rogowski (Sr., 2); 73 Adam Wallace (So., 1) 
Stove Dundee (Jr., 1); 62 Josh Dansereau (Jr,, 0} 
Mike Newell (So., 2); 56 Justin Werth (Sr. 0) 
Anthony Cesario (So., 1); 55 Julio Alcata (Fr., 0) 
Eric Bailey (Jr., 1); 66 Donnie Forbes (Fr., 0) 
Justin Shull (S¢., 3); 80 Eli Workman (Jc, 2) 
Moses Moreno (Jt., 1); 14 Daren Wilkinson (S¢., 1) 
Damon Washington (So., 1); 34 Jaime Blake (So. 1) 
Darrell Baitard (Jt, 1); 8 Joey Porter (So., 1) 
Paul Turner (S¢., 3); 2 Geoff Turner (Jr., 0) 

Matt McDougal (St, 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Adrian Ross (Jr., 2): 32 George Schramm (r.. 2) 
Kirk Bowman (Sr, 3); 97 David Trbovich (Fr., 0) 
DeVaughn Hawkins (Jt, 2); 90 Greg Pollard (So., 1) 
Steve Trammell (So., 1); 93 Jason Radahovich (Ur. 0) 
Nate Kvamme (So., 1); 47 Jim Daetterick (Sr.. 2) 
Eric Vaughn (So., 1); 51 Brian Sandiand (Jr., 1) 
Willie Taylor (So., 1); 10 Derrick Harden {So., 1) 
Brady Schneider (Jr. 2); 42 Eason Ramson Ur.. 0) 
Myron Terry (So., 1); 28 Erik Otson (Fr., 0) 

Steve Standifer (St. 3); 37 Jon Benallo (So., 1) 
Darrell Franklin (Fr.. 0}; 42 Eason Ramson (r., 0} 
Matt McDougal (St, 2) 


83 
7 
78 
64 
72 
71 


35 


REeaga4ECE 
BaBSES 


"SRaggzeR ach 


Jon Bitancourt 


backer, though, with Nate Kvamme and Willie 
Taylor having started as freshmen. Kvamme 
recorded eight tackles and a sack, and intercepted 
two passes against Wyoming. Taylor started every 
game and finished third on the team in tackles. 
Senior Jim Detterick should again contribute. 

The Ram secondary was completely depleted. 
Gone are All-America safety Greg Myers, a four- 
time All-WAC performer, and cornerback Ray 
Jackson, who intercepted 18 passes during his 
career, Cornerback Mack Craft was also solid. 

Incidentally, the selection of Smith, Moran, 
Myers and Jackson in the recent NFL draft 
marked the most players ever picked from one 
WAC school. 

Senior strong safety Steve Standifer is the only 
returning starter. Standifer closed the regular sea- 
son with two interceptions at San Diego State. 
Sophomores Myron Terry and Jon Benallo have 
experience at free safety, while junior Brady 
Schneider, redshirt freshman Darrell Franklin 
and junior college transfer Eason Ramson Jr. will 
compete for cornerback jobs. 

“They had probably the best defense I faced 
last year,” says BYU quarterback Steve Sarkisian. 
“They won't have guys like Myers and Moran and 
Smith, but I still think they're going to be a very 
good defensive team, because they emphasize it. 
They disguise their coverages well and put on a 
good pass rush.” 

“When you go against Colorado State,” says 
Urah offensive coordinator Fred Graves, “you 
know you're going to get a solid defense thar just 
wont give you anything. You're going to have to 
play physical football.” 

Myers’ departure is a substantial loss in special 
teams play, too, He returned three punts tor 
touchdowns last season. Kickoff returning is in 
comfortable shape with Washington and senior 
Chris Myers. 

Senior Matt McDougal is decent as both a 
placekicker and punter, He kicked four field goals 
at Utah, accounting for half his season total, and 
has averaged 38.8 yards in nwo seasons of punt- 
ing. Standifer leads Colorado State's quality cov- 
erage teams; his recovery of a fumbled punt 
sealed a victory at Utah. 

“I like our offense,” Lubick says about a unit 
that hardly looks like a group that can carry the 
team until the defense matures. Defensively, Kerr 
is banking on a “pride factor” of his players want- 
ing to maintain Colorado State's recent tradition 
of having the WAC’s best defense, but those four 
All-WAC players will be missed. Colorado State 
will find itself in too many shoot-outs with the 
likes of San Diego State and Wyoming, and will 
lack the scoring ability to stay with them, unless 
Moreno produces significantly. 

The Rams recruited well again — “This could 
be the class that makes Colorado State special in 
the future,” Lubick says — bur the 1996 season 
likely will be another story. The Rams look to fin- 
ish in the bottom half of the Pacific Division. 
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Vanderbilt Commodores 


Head Coach: Rod Dowhower 
1995 Record (SEC): 2-9-0 (1-7-0) 
1996 Pick: 5th SEC East 


anderbilt football fans cling to every 
morsel of optimism available. 

‘Thirteen straight losing seasons and only 
three bowl appearances in 106 years have left the 
Commodore faithful annually searching for table 
scraps of promise. 

Before last season, it was the prospect of a new 
regime under veteran pro and college coach Rod 
Dowhower, who vowed thar an enticing offense 
with a premium on the pass would be the answer. 

But seven games and seven defeats into the 
slate, talk turned to averting the team’s first win- 
less season, Dowhower's team then defeated Ken- 
tucky (for the fifth straight year) and Louisiana 
‘Tech, 

The long-suffering Commodores even played 
well to close the season in losses at Florida and 
‘Tennessee, the latter a 12-7 defeat that nearly 
spoiled their in-state rival’s home finale. 

Therein lies the hope for Vanderbilt, which fig- 
ures the late-scason surge a mark of progress. 

“Before anything else, you're just talking about 
attitude and approach of the players, feeling bet- 
ter about how we operate,” Dowhower says. 

But havent we heard this refrain before? 

Former Commodore coaches Fred Pancoast. 
George Macintyre, Watson Brown and Gerry 
DiNardo talked about attitude and approach but 
rarely talked about wins, at least in the past tense, 

According to Dowhower, “(the players) know 
there is a plan, and that it can work provided we 
all follow the plan.” 

Dowhower's plan took a hit when quarterback 
Ronnie Gordon, a graduated fifth-year senior, 
skipped his final season of eligibility for a shot at 
pro football. That left the quarterback job to 
junior Damian Allen, who started four games yet 
posted statistics nearly identical to Gordon's. 

“The whole attitude now seems to be determi- 
nation and confidence, both players and 
coaches,” says Allen, who completed 62-of-136 
passes (45,6 percent) for 728 yards and four 
touchdowns but threw seven interceptions. 

“Last year, Damian would get back in the 
pocket and then decide where to pass the ball,” 
says quarterback coach Jeff Rutledge, a former 
Alabama and NFL standout. “Now, he sees where 
he should go with the ball as he drops back. He's 
making decisions quicker and it's showing.” 

Four players are vying for departed Jermaine 
Johnson's R-back slot, including juniors Marcus 
Forrest, Tyrone Yarbrough and Marcus A, 
Williams (a converted defensive back), and red- 
shirt freshman Alvin Duke (a converted receiver). 
Forrest is the leading candidate. 

“I'm finally getting a chance,” Forrest says. “I'm 
learning everything and getting comfortable with 
everything that | need to be doing.” 

The H-back, with both tight end and fullback 
responsibilities, will be shared again by sopho- 
more Jason Dunnayant and junior Paul Morgan. 

Athletic Duane Todd, the squad's second-lead- 
ing receiver with 21 catches, and fellow junior 
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Jamie Duncan 


Robert Simmons were penciled in as starting 
wide receivers at the end of spring drills. 

Senior tight end Jason Tomichek blew out his 
right knee in the sixth game and missed the rest 
of the season. He should be 100 percent by fall. 

A glaring weakness last season, the offensive 
line remains a primary concern. Senior left tackle 
Allen DeGraffenreid and sophomore center Jim 
Anguiano are the lone returning starters. 

Junior Will Jacobs is due back at left guard 
after missing the last nine games with a neck 
injury. Owen “Tank” Neil, a pro prospect at right 
guard, is off the team for violating rules. Battling 
for the right tackle and right guard positions are 
sophomores Derrick May, Clay Condrey, David 
Coppeans and Myron Murray. 


wuuchart 


OFFENSE (5) 


Jason Tomichek (Sc, 3); 82 Marcus E. Wiles (x, 1) 
Alien DeGratfenreid (Se, 2): 79 Shawn Witson (So. 1) 
Will Jacobs (r., 2): 54 Myron Murray (So., 1) 

Jim Anguiano (So., 1); 59. Wolter Pitts (Sr. 0) 
Derrick May (So., 1}; 54 Myron Murray (So., 4) 
Ctay Condrey {So,, 1); 71 David Coppeans (So. 1) 
Robert Simmons (ir.,.1); 24 Bobby Jackson Ur. 1) 
Damian Allen (Je, 1); 11 Jamoll Carter (Fr., 0) 
Marcus Forrest (Jr.. 1); 23 Tyrone Yarbrough (Je. 0) 
Jason Dunnavant (So., 1): 41 Paul Morgan Ur., 2) 
Duane Todd (Jr., 2); 24 Bobby Jackson Ur, 1) 
Brett Speakman {(So., 0} 


DEFENSE (9) 


Jay Staltworth (Jt. 2); 97 Glenn Young Ur. 0) 
Matt Schuckman (Sr, 2); 72 Jagon Mill (Ur. 1) 
Alphonso Harvey (So., 1: 93 Jason Smith (So., 1) 
Brian Boykin (St., 3); 97 Glenn Young Ur. 0} 
Antony Jordan (Jc, 2); 39 John Bradiey (So., 1) 
Jamie Duncan (Jr, 1); 10 Darewnty Miles (So., 1) 
Mark Jefcoat (Sc, 3); 34 Cariton Hall (Jt, 2) 
Corey Chavous (So., 1); 1 Fred Vinson (So., 1) 
Eric Vance (St., 3); 7 Robort Stwffield (Jr.. 2) 
DeReal Finklin (Se, 2); 8 Rani Batten (So.. 1) 
Fred Vinson (So... 1}; 30 Damien Charley (So,, 1) 
Bill Marinangel (St, 3) 
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Despite losing All-SEC detensive lineman 
James Manley, the four-man front is solid. Van- 
derbilt. recorded 27 sacks and ranked 38th 
nationally against the rush. 

“Vanderbilt has a good run defense,” Kentucky 
coach Bill Curry says. “They play hard against 
everybody.” 

Returning are three owo-year starters: left tackle 
Matt Schuckman and right end Brian Boykin, 
both seniors, and junior left end Jay Stallworth. 

Competing to replace Manley at right tackle 
are sophomores Jason Smith and Alphonso Har- 
vey, and junior Jason Hill. 

Junior middle linebacker Jamie Duncan will 
play for pay one day, He led the Commodores in 
tackles with 120, Not only does Duncan have 
speed and savyy, but strength as well. He's the 
team’s strongest player, lifting 1,405 toral pounds 
in the bench press, squat and power clean. 

“Jamie is one of the better linebackers in our 
league and will be one of the best in the country 
by the time he's through,” says LSU coach Gerry 
DiNardo, who recruited Duncan when he was 
Vanderbilt's coach. Duncan will be flanked by 
senior Mark Jefcoat and junior Antony Jordan. 

Three secondary starters return. After being 
moved from free safety, senior strong safety Eric 
Vance was second on the team with 90 tackles. 
He added five breakups and two fumble recover- 
ies, Starting at free safety will be senior DeReal 
Finklin, who led the team with three intercep- 
tions and nine pass breakups. 

Sophomore Corey Chavous (53. tackles, nwo 
interceptions) returns at one corner, and sopho- 
more Fred Vinson hopes to nail down the other. 

To say senior Bill Marinangel can punt is like 
saying Cindy Crawford is attractive. With his 
average of 42.7 yards ranking second in the SEC 
and 16th nationally, Vanderbilt was 10th in the 
country in net punting and first in the league. 
Marinangel boomed a career-best 70-yard effort 
against Notre Dame, and it was caught on the fly. 

Inexperienced sophomore Brett Speakman is 
the placekicker. 

Handling the return work will be sophomore 
Damien Charley, who averaged 23.9 yards on 
eight kick returns, and Chavous, who returned 
six punts and three kicks. 

Encouragingly, Vanderbilt's strong defense is 
led by Woody Widenhofer, a former Missouri 
head coach who served as coordinator of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ vaunted Steel Curtain during 
the 1970s. Widenhofer has received a three-year 
contract from Vanderbilt after nixing several 
chances to return to the pro ranks. 

Still, if the Commodores are to compete in the 
SEC, they must score more than the unseemly 
(and league-worst) 11 points a game of last fall. 

“Our basic approach is built around the quar- 
terback and how much he can handle,” 
Dowhower says, “What you don't want to do is 
put the whole game on his shoulders. We're try- 
ing to spread (responsibility) around.” 
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Minnesota Golden Gophers 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 
1996 Pick: 


Jim Wacker 
3-8-0 (1-7-0) 
9th Big Ten 


hen they talk about tackle in the Land of 
10,000 Lakes, they mean fishing gear. 
je Y Minnesota's Golden Gophers have 
had little acquaintance with the term in recent 
years. They allowed more than 417 yards per 
game in 1993, 404 in 1994 and 443 last year. 

Anyone looking for the cause of the Big Tens 
offensive explosion merely has to look at the 
Minnesota defense. Michigan, which had only 
the fifth-best offense in the league last season, 
dropped a 52-point bomb on the Gophers, who 
also gave up 49 points to Ohio State, 48 to Illi- 
nois and 45 to Iowa. In Minnesota's lone confer- 
ence win, it conceded 38 points to Purdue but 
managed to put up 39 points of its own. 

Is it any wonder that coach Jim Wacker over- 
hauled his defensive staff at the end of the 3-8 
season? Wacker, an offensive wizard, hired a new 
defensive coordinator, Tim Rose, who had done 
an outstanding job as coordinator at Cincinnati 
and as head coach led Miami of Ohio to the Mid- 
American Conference title in 1986, 

Rose, who has been around long enough to know 
what he's getting into, observes, “Yeah, there's risk, 
but hey, bring it on, baby.” 

Rose believes in the 3-4 defense and hard work, 
and not necessarily in that order, When spring drills 
began, he convened his staff every day at 6 a.m. ata 
coffee shop near the Gibson-Nagurski Football 
Complex to plot strategy. 

Rose will install a scheme that features multiple 
looks and relies on blitzes to keep foes unsettled. The 
Gophers definitely need to pressure the passer more; 
in 1995 they were credited with a league-worst 12 
sacks, 

Having eight starters back could be a mixed 
blessing. But Rose won't allow his players to be 
outhustled. 

“Tf they choose not to bust their butt, they're never 
going to be good,” he says. “But winners don't always 
win and losers don't always lose. It’s in the approach 
that you take.” 

“Once they learn the new package, we're going 
to be a good defensive football team,” Wacker 
says. “The Rose system demands a lot. We intend 
to turn them loose, but what it all comes down to 
is whether the players can run to the football and 
make plays.” 

Offense isn't a problem. The Gophers figure to 
be explosive again under the leadership of junior 
quarterback Cory Sauter. 

Sauter quietly turned in an impressive sopho- 
more year, setting school single-season records for 
passing yards (2,600) and completion percentage 
(60.4). He also finished second in the Big Ten 
and 25th nationally in total offense (226.6 yards 
per game). Sauter's biggest problem is accuracy 
— he threw 13 interceptions, third-worst in the 
league — but his knack for reading coverages 
should improve with experience. 

The starting tailback likely will be junior Rafael 
Cooper, who gained 471 yards, Cooper's top 
backup will be junior Javon Jackson. 


Cory Sauter 


The junior tandem of split end Ryan Thelwell 
and slotback Tutu Arwell combined for 1,510 
receiving yards in 1995, a school single-season 
record. Thelwell, who is more of a possession 
receiver, was an honorable mention all-confer- 
ence pick with 58 catches, six for TDs. He ranked 
second in the league with 5.3 catches per game. 

Avwell is the big-strike threat. He grabbed scor- 
ing passes of 40, 51 and 58 yards last year. Tight 
end is solid with senior Paul Kratochvil. Junior 
Greg Nelson is the flanker. 

Perhaps the biggest question mark on offense is 
the line, which lost four starters. It will be rebuilt 
around senior right tackle Gann Brooks, a co- 
captain, and senior left guard Chris Bergstrom. A 
trio of juniors — left tackle Luke Herkenhoff, 


depth ia 


OFFENSE (4) 


4 Ryan Thelwell (Jt, 2); 88 Ryan Hubbard (Jr, 1) 
Luke Herkenoff (Ur, 1); 73 Kris Hoffarth (Fr. 0) 
Chris Bergstrom (Sr, 1); 78 Jon Albrecht (So., 1) 
Grogg James (Jr., 1); 63 Tim Socha (So., 1) 
Jeff Baldauf {Jr., 0); 63 Tim Socha (So., 1) 
Gann Brooks (Sr, 2); 69 James Elizondo Ur., 0) 
Paul Kratochvil (Sr., 3); 89 Mark Tangen (Sr., 0) 
Greg Nelson (J,, 2); 3 Lee Hutton {So,, 0) 

Tutu Atwell (Jr., 2}; 6 Derrick Harvey (Jr, 0) 
Cory Sauter (Jr., 1); 12 Rod Jones (Sr., 0) 
Rafael Cooper (Jr.. 27; 21 Javon Jackson (Jr., 2} 
Erin McManus (So., 0) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Antoine Richard (So., 2): 21 Raymond Baylor Uc, 1) 
Ogun Akbar (Sc, 3); 55 Dave Watson (So., 1) 
Jerome Davis (Sc, 3); 56 Lamanzer Wiliams (Ur,, 2} 
Mark Cross Ur.. 2); 52 Luke Brasten (Fr., 0) 

Pare Williams (So... 1); 45 Deon White (So., 2) 
Ben Langford (St., 3); 66 Jim Tatiman {Sr., 2) 
Con Williams (Sr., 3}; 46 Rutus Smith (So,, 1) 
Terrance Blayne (St, 3); 43 Mari Moore (So.. 1) 
Rodney Heath (Sc, 3); 22 Tyrone Carter (Fr.. 0) 
Rishon Early (St, 3); 23 Crawford Jordan (Jr., 2) 
Craig Scruggs (So., 1); 27 Joe Justice (Sc, 2) 
Tim Grate (So., 1) 
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center Gregg James and right guard Jeff Baldauf 
— figures to round out the starting lineup. 
Depth will be provided by junior left guard Luke 
Gline, if he can bounce back from knee injuries. 

“Although they are young, there is good size, 
and there are some good athletes in that group,” 
says Wacker. “If they come along, we have the 
chance to be a pretty good offensive football 
team.” 

Under Rose's new 3-4 scheme, Minnesota 
plans to rotate six players on the defensive front. 
At nose guard, senior Ogun Akbar and sopho- 
more Dave Watson will split time. At tackle, 
senior captain Jerome Davis and sophomore 
Antoine Richard will start. 

Senior co-captain Ben Langford has started for 
two years at middle linebacker. He led the team 
with seven tackles for losses last year. Sophomore 
Parc Williams, who also will play inside, is the 


Rose, who knows what 
he’s getting into, 
observes, “Yeah, there’s 
risk, but hey, bring it on, 
baby.” 


sort of headhunter Rose needs in his scheme. 

Senior Don Williams has been moved from 
strong safety to outside linebacker. Junior Mark 
Cross also will start on the outside. 

Because the Gophers rarely laid a hand on 
opposing passers, it wasn't entirely the secondary’s 
fault that the team gave up a Big Ten-worst 19 
TD passes and more than 234 passing yards per 
game. But Rose hopes to stimulate improvement 
by shuffling a unit that returns all four starters. 

The biggest switch involves senior Rodney 
Heath, a second-team All-Big Ten pick who will 
move to strong safery. Heath tied for fourth in 
the Big ‘Ten with five pass interceptions. Senior 
Rishon Early figures to start at the other safety, 
although he'll be pushed by junior Crawford Jor- 
dan, the team’s leading returning tackler with 58 
stops. At the corners, senior Terrance Blayne and 
sophomore Craig Scruggs are likely starters. 

Sophomores Erin McManus and Adam Bailey 
will contend for the placement job in fall camp; 
neither has attempted a kick in college. Sopho- 
more punter Tim Grate averaged 39.8 yards per 
kick. Heath finished third in the league with a 
10.8-yard average on punt returns, and Cooper 
tied for fourth with a 21.6-yard kickoff return 
average. 

About the only good news in 1995 was that the 
Golden Gophers avoided finishing 11th in the 
Big Ten, as they did in "94. Look for improve- 
ment this season, but after dropping its last seven 
games, Minnesota still has a long way to go 
before it can realize its dream of a bowl invita- 
tion. 

“Our goal is to move into the (Big Ten’) upper 
echelon and challenge for a bow! bid on a consistent 
basis,” says Wacker. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SWC): 
1996 Pick: 


Kim Helton 
2-9-0 (2-5-0) 
4th C-USA 


new cra has begun for University of 
Houston athletics. 

With the Southwest Conference offi- 
cially defunct, Cougar teams will now compete in 
Conference USA, one of America’s eight all- 
sports equity conferences (as approved during 
this past January's NCAA Convention). 

C-USA, a league characterized by urban com- 
muter universities with impressive men's basket- 
ball programs and solid football tradition, was 
formed by the presidents at Cincinnati, Houston, 
Louisville, Memphis, Southern Mississippi and 
Tulane. Later, UAB, DePaul, Marquette, UNC 
Charlotte, Saint Louis and South Florida were 
added. Helping in the process was Charles 
Neinas, executive director of the influential Col- 
lege Football Association. 

“Houston and the other five schools wanted to 
continue to field viable foorball programs,” 
Neinas says. “Conterence USA will give them 
that opportunity.” 

Cougar coach Kim Helton enters his fourth 
season at Houston knowing his program is best- 
suited, at least for now, to compete in C-USA. 

“L feel Conference USA can be one of the 
country’s finest football conferences,” Helton 
says. “There are various reasons (C-USA pro- 
grams) are not perceived as high-profile, burt there 
are some good football programs in this league. 
We played Cincinnati three years ago, and | 
couldnt see any difference physically berween 
them and Michigan, which we had played a few 
wecks earlier,” 

In addition to Cincinnati, Houston will battle 
Louisville, Memphis, Southern Mississippi and 
‘Tulane for C-USA’s first football crown and the 
right to represent the league in the Liberty Bowl. 

Yes, Houston football fans will miss being 
aligned with Baylor, Texas, ‘Texas A&M and Texas 
‘Tech. Helton is optimistic, however. 

“We recruit kids based on our (overall) sched- 
ule as opposed to our conference (schedule 
alone),” says Helton, who adds that if C-USA 
expands its football membership, he would prefer 
a six- or seven-game league slate. 

“The current five-game conference schedule 
will allow us to play USC, LSU, Pittsburgh and 
North Carolina this season,” the coach says. 

Senior quarterback Chuck Clements con- 
nected on 245-of-437 passes (56.1 percent) for 
2,641 yards (240.1 yards per game) and 15 
touchdowns last year. He was the main reason the 
Cougar passing attack, ranked 29th nationally, 
outperformed acrial attacks of their foes (117 first 
downs via the pass to 109, and 2,671 passing 
yards to 2,518). Clements finished the campaign 
ranked 21st nationally in total offense. 

Senior tailback Antowain Smith gained 608 
yards and scored five touchdowns on 152 
attempts (4.0-yard average). Junior Jay McGuire 
(223 yards) is.a solid backup, as is senior Jermaine 
Williams (141 yards), who can also relieve full- 
back Bryant Henderson (179 yards), a senior. 
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Houston Cougars 


Split end Larkay James is gone. Now the top 
Cougar wideout is senior H-back Charles West, 
who totaled 548 yards on 50 receptions (a num- 
ber that ed him with James). Sophomore H- 
back Robbie Wheeler (387 receiving yards), 
senior split end Damion Johnson (377 yards) and 
sophomore flanker Jason deGroot also have 
shown competence. 

Sophomores Rodney Griffin and Jonathan 
Dennis split time at tight end and combined for 
11 catches and 88 yards last fall. 

Junior center Ben Fricke anchors the Cougar 
offensive front. He will be joined by senior left 
tackle Marcus Spriggs, sophomore left guard 
Greg Brown, sophomore right guard Wilbert 
Brown and freshman right tackle Justin Stille. 


dept 
OFFENSE (8) 


Damion Johnson (Sr., 2); 85 Richard Edwards (So., 1) 
Marcus Spriggs (St., 1); 69 Charies Johnson (Fr., 0) 
Greg Brown (So., 1); 70 Corky Chadwell (Fr,, 0) 
Ben Fricke (Jt, 2); 64 Jeff Medford iFr., 0) 
Wilbert Brown (So., 1); 55 Truett Novosad (Fr,, 0) 
Justin Stille (Fr. 0}; 58 Jamal Dawoudi (Jr,, 0} 
Rodney Griffin (So., 1); 84 Jonathan Dennis (So. 1) 
Charles West (St, 3): 2 Robbie Wheeler (So.. 1) 
Jason deGroot (So.. 1); 29 Halley Spencer (Fr., 0) 
Chuck Clements (Sc, 3): 15 Tyson Helton (Fr.. 0) 
Bryant Henderson (Sr., 1); 26 Ryan Burton Ur. 2) 
Antowain Smith (Sc, 1); 34 Jermaine Willan (Sr. 2} 
Sebastian Villarreal (Jc, 1) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Rusty Foster (Jr, 2); 80 Michael DeRouselle (Fr. 0} 
Gary Haynes (St., 1); 73 Jeff Mathews (So. 1) 
Leonta Rheams (Jr., 2): 43 Lorry Roper (Fr., 0) 
Abmard Charles (So., 1); 47 Louis Hampton (So. 1) 
Reggie Davis (Je, 1); 42 Jason Brown (r., 1) 
Chad Shaw (Jr, 2); 51 Vaughn Washington (Jr., 0) 
Mike Parker (Jt., 2); 25 Freddie Fisher (So., 1) 
Deimonico Montgomery (Sc, 2); 7 Mike Smith (So. 0} 
James Reddish (Sc, 1); 28 Eric Woloson Ur. 2) 
Derethron Callicoattee {So., 0}; £0 Tyrus Lacey (Ft. 0) 
Stedmon Forman (So., 1): 37 Thomathan Good (Jr, 2) 
tgnacio Sauceda (So., 1) 
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Defensively, sophomore Ahmard Charles (19 
tackles) and junior Rusty Foster (31) toiled at the 
ends last fall. They will need to elevate their play 
if Houston is to improve its rush defense. Fresh- 
man Adriano Belli (6-6, 246) should receive 
playing time. 

Five players will battle at the tackle and nose 
tackle spots. They are returnees Leonta Rheams 
(40 tackles), a junior tackle, and Gary Haynes 
(38), a senior nose tackle, junior college transfers 
Patterson Owens and Antoine Simpson, and 
freshman Marcus Sanders. 

Junior Mike Parker (team-high 107 tackles, 


© seven for losses) keys the Cougar linebacking 
= unit. Junior Chad Shaw (39 tackles), junior Reg- 
5 gie Davis and senior James Reddish, since moved 


to strong safety, all played considerably. Former 
junior college standout Vaughn Washington, a 
middle linebacker, will make an impact. 


This collection of Cougar 
newcomers is a biock- 
buster. No fewer than 13 
signees were recruited by 
major schools. 


The lone secondary returnee is junior corner- 
back Thomathan Good (55 tackles), who may be 
unseated by sophomore Stedmon Forman. Senior 
cornerback Delmonico Montgomery played in 
only four games but totaled 21 tackles. The free 
safety opposite Reddish is expected to be sopho- 
more DeKeithron Callicoattee. 

Junior college uansfers Damon Harris and 
Devon Pender and freshmen Corey Bradshaw 
and Marcus Smith also will vie for time. 

Junior placekicker Sebastian Villarreal con- 
nected on 19-of-20 extra points for the low-scor- 
ing (Houston was outpointed 360-188) Cougar 
offense in 1995, The punter is sophomore Igna- 
cio Sauceda (38.9-yard average). 

Nine Cougars returned at least one kickott, 
combining for 1,008 return yards and a 20.2- 
yard average. The punt returner is West (13 
returns for a modest 7.5-yard average). 

Compared to recent Houston recruiting 
groups, this collection of Cougar newcomers is a 
blockbuster, clearly the best of the C-USA pro- 
grams. No fewer than 13 signees were heavily 
recruited by major schools. 

“Many of our newcomers will have to play,” 
Helton says. 

However, the first-year Cougars will have to 
play well if the team hopes to post the school’s 
first winning record since 1990, when Houston 
finished 10-1 and in the Top 15 of both ‘The 
Associated Press and CNN/USA TODAY polls. 

After last year's 2-9 record, Helton might settle 
for six wins. The Cougars made strides in that 
direction by beating a competitive Rice team 
18-17 in the last game of the year. 

“Any time you end with a victory, it gives you 
great momentum,” Helton says. 
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Purdue Boilermakers 


Jim Colletto 
4—6-1 (2-5-1) 
10th Big Ten 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 
1996 Pick: 


he question down in the Wabash River Val- 
ley is this: If the Purdue Boilermakers 
couldn't snag a bowl berth with Mike 
Alstott in the backfield, how are they going to do 
it now that the three-time team MVP and lead- 
ing rusher in school history has departed? 

The answer: with an improved defense. 

If Purdue hopes to snap its long postseason 
drought — the Boilermakers last went to a bowl 
after the 1984 season — it must figure out a way to 
stop the other team. This is an era of juiced-up 
offenses, but defense still wins tides in the Big Ten, 

There were signs in last year's disappointing 
4—6-1 season that the Boilermakers had begun to 
catch on, as they climbed from 11th in the Big 
Ten in total defense to ninth and held opponents 
under 400 yards per game for the first time in 
three seasons. In the last three weeks, the Boiler- 
makers limited Michigan to five points and 
Northwestern and Indiana to a total of 37. 

So coach Jim Colletto had at least some reason 
for optimism despite the loss of one of the best 
players in school history. 

“The biggest thing (in 1996) will be the con- 
tinued development of our defense,” Colletto 
says. “Our defense played with a lot of physical 
effort at the end of the year, and it will be nice to 
return all our defensive backs for the first time 
since I've been here. We also have good, young 
players on defense to improve our depth.” 

Purdue has produced such stellar signal-callers as 
Len Dawson, Bob Griese, Mike Phipps, Jim Ever- 
ett and Mark Herrmann. So it's no wonder that 
much of the attention in the off-season focused on 
Collerto’s choice between a dropback passer with 
limited mobility or an option wizard whose arm is 
strong but unproven. 

The passer is senior left-hander Rick Trefzger, 
who has 24 career starts. He rates third in school 
career passing percentage (.582) and seventh in 
yardage (3,905), but his career touchdowns-to- 
interceptions ratio is a discouraging 16-20, 

Sophomore John Reeves has a superior arm, but 
his numbers (one touchdown, six interceptions) 
reveal a lack of accuracy. Colletto also has a third 
option in senior Billy Dicken, a scrambler. 

The Boilermakers expect big things from junior 
tailback Edwin Watson, a straight-ahead runner 
who banged for 533 yards and five touchdowns in 
1995. His 5.4-yard rushing average rates ninth- 
best in Purdue history. Watson likes to go through 
defenders, not around them, but he's hardly a 
plodder. His 63-yard touchdown run against Wis- 
consin was Purdue's longest since 1984. 

There's depth here, with juniors Lee Johnson 
and Curtis Taylor, and true freshman Cullen 
Bryant Jr. At fullback, the competitors are junior 
Eric Haddad and seniors Kevin Sellers and Dar- 
tanian Sanders. 

“We will have a well-balanced team that can 
run,” Colletto says. 

The numbers aren't encouraging as only one 
wide receiver, senior Brian Alford, has ever 


es 


caught a touchdown pass, but this year's group of 
pass catchers has potential. 

Alford, who recorded 20.2 yards per catch last 
year, was a member of the track team. Senior Kirk 
Olivadotti and junior Isaac Jones have started. 
Purdue tight end Jon Blackman, a senior, pro- 
vides a lofty target at 6-6. 

The Boilermakers ground out 233 rushing 
yards per game in 1995, ninth-best in Division 
I-A and a tribute to a sturdy, veteran line. 

Three-fifths of the offensive front returns: sen- 
ior Emmett Zitelli at guard and seniors Mark Fis- 
cher and John Hoogendoorn at tackle. Senior 
Damon Lewis, a 350-pounder, is expected to step 
in at the other guard, and senior Brian Nicley is 
slated to take over at center. 


depth Ca 


OFFENSE (6) 


fsaac Jones (Jr., 1}; 9 Robert Tolbert (So. 0} 
Mark Fischer (St., 2); 65 Pete VanderWeele Lr, 0) 
Damon Lewis (Sr., 3}; 76 Dan Maly (Sr., 1) 

Brian Nicley {Sr,, 2); 63 Jim Niedrach (So., 0) 
Emmett Zitelti (Sr., 3); 66 Mark Bigonger (Sr., 0) 
John Hoogendoom (St. 2); 79 Chad Manning (Se. 0) 
don Biackman (Sr., 2, 81 Brandon Jewell (Sr.. 1) 
Brian Alford (Sr. 2 24 Kirk Oftvadotti (Sx, 3) 
Rick Tretrger (Sx, 3); 12 Billy Dicken (Se. 2) 
Ene Haddad (Jr. 1); 33 Kevin Setiers (Sr., 1) 
Edwin Watson (Jc, 2); 35 Lee Johnson Ur, 1) 
‘Shane Ryan (J. 0) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Chukie Nwokorie (So. 1); 93 Robert Faulkner Ur., 0) 
Greg Smith (Sr, 2): 98 Leo Perez (Sr, 2) 

Jon Krick (St,, 2); 74 Wayne Finchum (So.. 0) 
Craig Williams (5r., 2); 59 Rosevelt Colvin (So., 1) 
Chike Okeafor (Jr., 2); 48 Ctvis Koeppen (Sr.. 3) 
Noble Jones (So., 1}; 44 Doug Withers (So., 0) 
Joe Hagins (Sr, 3); 31 Willie Felis (So.. 1) 

Jamel Coleman (Je, 1); 7 Adrian Beastey (So., 0) 
Willie Burroughs (Jc, 1); 10 Lee Brush Ur, 2) 
Derrick Brown (Je, 2); 1.1 Mike Hawthorne (So. 0) 
Derrick Winston (Sr. 1): 21 Tormny Triplett Ur. 1) 
Brandon Kaser (Jr... 0} 
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How weak was Purdue's defensive wall? Col- 
letto and his assistants signed eight defensive line- 
men in the off-season, 

“Anybody in this league that wins has great 
defense, and it’s important we try to develop 
that,” Colletto says. “We didn’t have anybody 
that could rush the passer and make him throw 
the ball high. We needed taller linemen,” 

After senior tackle Jon Krick, the experience 
level drops drastically on the line. Senior tackles 
Greg Smith and Leo Perez have only nine starts 
between them. Senior Craig Williams and soph- 
omore Chukie Nwokorie will hold down the 
ends. 

The Boilermakers have a potential Butkus 
Award candidate in junior outside linebacker 
Chike Okeafor, who had 103 tackles (cighth-best 
in the league), He is an intense competitor who 
started every game after breaking a bone in his 
wrist in the second week of the season. Equally 
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adept at defending the run and the pass, Okeafor 
had eight pass deflections and 10 tackles for losses. 

The other outside linebacker is senior Joe Hagins 
(134 career tackles), Sophomore Noble Jones is 
expected to take over the starting role in the middle. 

Purdue's secondary improved as 1995 dragged 
on. The Boilermakers still ranked 10th in Big Ten 
pass defense, but the coaching staff sensed that 
the players were finally beginning to mesh. That's 
why Colletto is excited about having a complete 
secondary return for the first time in his tenure. 

Juniors Derrick Brown and Willie Burroughs 
are the safeties, while senior Derrick Winston and 
junior Jamel Coleman man the corners. Juniors 
Lee Brush and Tommy Triplett add depth. 

The Boilermakers’ return game should be solid 
with Lee Johnson, who finished third in the Big 
Ten in kickoff returns with a 21.5-yard average. 
Junior Shane Ryan likely will be the placekicker, 
while junior Brandon Kaser handles the punting 
chores. 

The next step for Purdue is learning how to 
win. In 1995, the Boilermakers lost four games 
by a combined 16 points, and they blew late 
opportunities to beat Notre Dame, Penn State 
and Michigan State at home. 

But while the Boilermakers are a long way from 
their glory days of the 1960s, there has been slow, 
steady improvement in the last few years. Purdue 
climbed from 72nd nationally in the 1993 Sag- 
arin Computer Ratings to 38th in 1994 to 26th 
in "95, its best finish in 15 years. 

The Boilermakers need to be even better as the 
upcoming schedule features six 1995 bowl teams, 
including Notre Dame, Penn State, Ohio State 
and Michigan. 
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Oregon State Beavers 


Head Coach: Jerry Pettibone 
1995 Record (Pac-10): 1-10-0 (0-8-0) 
1996 Pick: 10th Pac-10 


regon State coach Jerry Pettibone has dis- 
covered that faith can indeed move 
‘mountains, but it can't necessarily trans- 
form the meager Beavers into a Pacific-10 power. 

Fans in Corvallis would be satisfied if Oregon 
State were merely respectable — and they 
thought that was finally going to happen after 24 
years of losing records. 

Pettibone’s program seemed on the verge of 
breaking through in 1995, but it took a giant step 
backward. The Beavers once again ranked among 
the league's leaders in rushing at 209.3 yards per 
game, but the record was a deeply troubling 1-10. 

For the first time, Pettibone heard fans grum- 
bling about his run-oriented option offense that 
scems out of place on the wide-open West Coast. 

Mike Summers, the offensive coordinator who 
was an integral part of that wishbone offense, was 
dismissed in the weeks after a gut-wrenching 
12-10 loss to archrival and Cotton Bowl-bound 
Oregon. And miracle-working defensive coordina- 
tor Rocky Long has gone to UCLA. 

Pettibone promoted Bronco Mendenhall to 
replace Long. He also brought in highly regarded 
Denny Schuler, the former Oregon defensive coor- 
dinator and California offensive coordinator. 

Says Schuler, “The program here is closer to 
being rurned around than a lot of people realize.” 

Perhaps. Two years ago, the Beavers finished 
4-7 (2-6 in the Pac-10), but they beat UCLA on 
the road and had a legitimate shot at winning nine 
games. Last season, Oregon State lost four con- 
tests by five points or less and essentially gave one 
away to Pacific in early September, 

This year, with Schuler’s help, the offense will 
add an I-formation and three-step-drop passing 
attack to complement the running game. But it 
isn't clear how much the Beavers will throw. 

When Schuler was hired, a Portland newspaper 
declared that Oregon State was “junking” the 
option. Pettibone insists, however, that the Bea- 
vers “are not abandoning the option. But we will 
balance our offense.” 

That means blue-ribbon quarterback Tim 
Alexander will be able to use his arm as well as his 
feet. And the wide receivers, primarily decoys on 
a team that tallied just 72.5 passing yards per 
game, may finally see some action. 

The option is rough on quarterbacks, so it’s for- 
tunate the Beavers have three good ones. Senior 
Don Shanklin started six games last year, but the 
No. | man coming out of spring drills was sopho- 
more sensation Tim Alexander, He took over in 
game five against Washington and rolled up a 
whopping 182 yards rushing and 140 yards passing. 
Alexander lasted just four more games before separ- 
ating his shoulder (he broke a collarbone in 94). 

Senior Shayzar Hawkins started the first two 
games of "95 at left halfback, then fractured a foot. 
Unproven sophomore Derek Poole is penciled in 
at right halfback, and Army transfer Akili King, a 
senior, is No. 1 at fullback. A three-year starter at 
Army, King was an All-America candidate who 
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rushed for 883 yards as a sophomore. What this 
team desperately needs is a burner at halfback. 


The Beavers also need battle-tested receivers if 


Schuler’s passing game is to be incorporated into 
the spread option. Unfortunately, only senior Syl- 
vester Green and sophomore Robert Howard 
have ever played in a college game. Green caught 
four passes for 57 yards last fall. 

At tight end, sophomore Joe Kuykendall is the 
only veteran; he caught two passes. Juco transfer 


John Mikucki could help, but he’s coming off 


ACL surgery. 

The offensive line should be in good shape. 
Three starters return: 324-pound senior right 
guard Brad Thompson, senior center Jamie 
Critchlow and sophomore Larry Ramirez, who 
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OFFENSE (4) 


Sylvester Green (Sr., 3); 26 Cobbe Davis (Ft., 0) 
Tony Marshall Ur., 0); 77 Larry Ramirez (So., 1) 
Yul Everline (Jr., 0); 76 Trey Hyde (Jr., 0) 

Jamie Critchlow (Sr., 1); 50 Aaron Koch (Fr., 0) 
Brad Thompson (Sr, 3); 65 Freddie Perez (Jr., 0) 
Jarrod Owens {Sr., 0); 51 Charles Hatcher (Jr., 0) 
Joe Kuykendall (So., 1); 87 Jered Lee (Fr., 0) 
Tim Aexander (So., 1}: 5 Don Shanklin (Sr., 2) 
Shayzat Haniins (Sc, 2); 33 DeShawn Witarns (So., 2) 
Aidt King (Sr., 0}; 34 Darron Kirkenan (Sr, 0) 
Derek Poole (So.. 1); 18 Gabe Schmidthe ifr. 0) 
Randy Lund (Jr., 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Brian Rogers (So., 1); 39 Jonathan Jackson (Fr.,.0) 
Tony Huot (St, 2); 99 Troy Antes (Sr., 0) 

Inoke Breckterfield (So., 1); 67 Darrol Camp (Ft, 0) 
Tom Huthoefer (Sr., 0}; 63 David Brie (Fr.,..0) 
Nathan McAtee (Ur... 2); 40 Anthony Murray Ur., 2) 
Brian Ludwick (S¢., 3); 48 Alex Sawatrke (So,, 1) 
Mare Williams (Sc, 3); 29 Jason Dandridge (So. 1) 
Andrae Holland (So., 1); 20 Robert Ruffin (So., 1) 
Larry Bumpus (Je, 2}; 16 Adrian Woodson Ur., 1) 
Buster Blahee Ur., 2); 43 Bryan Jones (So.. 1) 
Armon Hatcher (So., 1): 46 Byron Lane (So., 1) 
Doug Stuckey (St, 2) 
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moves from tight end to left tackle. Senior Jarrod 
Owens is at right tackle, and junior Yul Everline 
is listed No. 1 at left guard. Junior Charles 
Hatcher, a potential starter at tackle in 1995 who 
was benched by eligibility problems, should see 
action this fall, Pettibone thinks junior college 
transters ‘Tony Marshall, Freddie Perez and Kyle 
Bidgood could help fill the gaps. 

‘Two starters are back on the defensive line for 
Year One of the Mendenhall regime: senior left end 
Tony Huot and sophomore tackle Inoke Breckter- 
field. The coaches think Huot (57 tackles, six for 
losses) has all-league potential. Breckterfield started 


¢ the last six games and totaled 11% tackles for losses. 


Senior Tom Huthoefer is at right end, and Sione 
‘Tupou, 1995's national Junior College Defensive 
Player of the Year, can play either end position, 

The Beavers will start junior Nathan McAtee in 
the middle and senior Brian Ludwick, who is 
coming off major surgery, at inside linebacker. 
But all linebacker positions are virtually wide 
open. Sophomore Brian Rogers is strong, quick, 
experienced and Oregon State's best outside line- 
backer. Redshirt freshman Jonathan Jackson 
could challenge for playing time. Juco transfer 
Jamil Braithwaite could play immediately. 

The Beavers boast a solid five-man secondary. 
Senior nickel back Marc Williams, an honorable 
mention All-Pac-10 selection last fall, was credited 
with 71 tackles, five sacks and six pass breakups. 

Junior strong safety Larry Bumpus and sopho- 
more cornerbacks Andrae Holland and Armon 
Hatcher return. Hatcher, an 11-game starter, 
could be moved from right corner to free safety to 
replace departed standout Reggie Tongue. Junior 
Buster Elahee, a two-year starter who redshirted 
in ‘95, can play several positions. 

Pettibone wasnt pleased with junior placekicker 
Randy Lund’s 9-of-19 field-goal production and 
weak kickoffs, so the Beavers signed junior college 
All-American Matt Bryant, He connected on 13-of- 
15 placements last fall, including two last-second 
game winners. 

Former prep All-American Bret Hopkins, a 
sophomore, is expected to challenge senior starter 
Doug Stuckey for the punting job. 

Indications are that another ninth- or 10th- 
place Pac-10 finish looms. 

There are many question marks on offense, 
particularly at running back. The roster is loaded 
with players designed for the wishbone, but their 
new offensive coordinator is used to throwing the 
ball at California with quarterback Dave Barr. 

At Oregon State, the mental war is just as 
important as the war on the field. 

“We have to get to the point where our players 
are confident enough in themselves to make the 
key plays at critical points that make the differ- 
ence in winning and losing,” Pettibone says. 

Fostering a winning attitude might be Petti- 
bone’s toughest task, and failure in that area even- 
tually could cost him his job. His five-year record 
at Oregon State is 1143-1 (.213). 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big East): 
1996 Pick: 


Johnny Majors 
2-9-0 (0-7-0) 
6th Big East 


n his “first” fourth season at Pittsburgh, 
Johnny Majors coached the Panthers to the 
1976 national championship. 

How time flies. Majors’ “second” fourth season 
at Piut is upon us, and it marks the 20th anniver- 
sary of that memorable year. In commemoration, 
Pitt will honor members of the 1976 team during 
homecoming ceremonies on Oct. 5. Ceremony 
participants should be able to avoid injury. 

That is something the 1995 team did not do. 
As a result, a season that began with impressive 
triumphs over Washington State and Eastern 
Michigan quickly deteriorated. 

For 1996, three players who missed most or all 
of 1995 with injuries are listed as starters: tailback 
Billy West, the 1994 Big East Offensive Player of 
the Year; cornerback Denorse Mosley; and tight 
end John Jones. 

The Panthers return 39 lettermen from last 
years 2-9 squad, which lost to Temple and 
replaced the Owls as Big East cellar dwellers. 
Recurnees include seven starters (plus one from 
1994) on offense , four on defense (plus two from 
94) and both kickers. 

“Certainly, last year was very disappointing in 
terms of our won-lost record,” says Majors, who 
had visions of at least a .500 season after ovo 
straight 3-8 campaigns in which his teams had 
shown some improvement. “Injuries, which lim- 
iced us virtually the entire season, were part of the 
reason. But, frankly, we made too many mistakes 
at key points and gave our opponents far too 
many opportunities to win games.” 

Majors has what he calls “the finest group of 
young players we have had since | returned to 
Pittsburgh,” a group that includes his best 
recruiting class. Buta rugged road schedule sends 
the Panthers to Ohio State, Miami, Syracuse, Vir- 
ginia Tech and Notre Dame. 

Only sophomore quarterback Matt Lytle and 
junior Pete Gonzalez have game experience, Gon- 
zalez started twice before going down with a knee 
injury; he completed 30-of-76 passes for 478 
yards and three touchdowns, Lytle started the last 
two games, completing 37-of-71 passes for 299 
yards and one TD. 

The injury jinx began in 1995's opening game 
when West and Mosley were sidelined. In game 
five against eventual Big East co-champ Virginia 
Tech, a contest Pitt dominated and led 16-7 in 
the third quarter, misfortune struck again. On 
consecutive series, 1) West suffered a broken leg 
and was lost for the season; 2) Mosley fractured a 
thumb and was sidelined the rest of the year; and 
3) wide receiver Dietrich Jells, the most prolific 
receiver in Pitt’s history, injured an ankle and 
missed the next game. 

The tailback position had also suffered in 1994 
when Curtis Martin missed the last nine games 
with an ankle injury. West stepped in for Martin 
and led the Big East in rushing that year with 
1,358 yards. He had rushed for 134 yards last 
year when the leg injury kayoed him. 


If West, a junior, can stay healthy, the ground 
game should be one of the team’s strengths. His 
misfortune enabled then-freshman Demetrius 
Harris to rush for a team-high 610 yards. Harris 
may be at flanker this season. Sophomore Chris 
Schneider makes fullback a strong position. 

The Panthers are counting on senior wideouts 
Curtis Anderson and Mark Butler, and junior 
Jake Hoftfart, who transferred when the Univer- 
sity of the Pacific dropped football. Anderson 
caught 25 passes for 264 yards. Butler showed 
signs of brilliance in 1994 before suffering a 
shoulder injury that ended his season after three 
games. 

Jones, a sophomore, is the projected tight end 
after sitting out 1995 with a hand injury. 
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OFFENSE (7) 


WR 23 Curtis Anderson (Sr, 3); 9 Jake Hoffart Ur.. 0} 
1T —-77_—_‘Tony Orlandini (Jr., 1); 61 Ethan Weide (Fr. 0} 
LG 76 Jon Marzoch (Jr., 2); 72 Jason Sephowski (Js, 1) 
C ——-5B_—_—Reggle Thomas (Jt, 2); 54 Andrew Grishow (So. 0} 
RG 6O_—_Jeff Craig (Sr. 3); 65 Tim Robbins (Sr, 2) 
‘RT = 71_—- Mike Schultz (So,, 2); 78 Justin Wade (Fr., 0) 
TE 86 —_John Jones {So., 1); 88 Kirk McMullen (Fr., 0) 
FB 32_—Chris Schneider (So., 1); 22 Kerem Thompson (Fr, 0} 
QB «Bs Matt Lytle (So.. 1); 10 Pete Gonzalez Ur., 1) 
TB 20 _ Billy West (Jr., 2); 24 Dwayne Schulters Lr, 0) 
WR = 25.—s« Demetrius Harris (So., 1); 87 Mark Butter (Sr, 0) 
PK 36 —_ Chris Ferencik (So., 1) 

DEFENSE (4) 
DE 55 Jared Miller (Sr., 3); 96 Chris Dita (Fr.,.0). 
DT 98 Mike Mobring (St, 3); 62 Kenny Pegram (So.. 1) 
‘DT = 70._—Frank Moore (Jr., 2}; Demond Gibson (Fr.. 0) 
RUSH 93 — Marlin Young (So., 13: 97 Jason Soboleski Ur., 0) 
WILL 51 Roderick Humphrey Ut. 2); 53 Hen Kashiubars (So., 1) 
MIKE 58 — Jason Chavis (Sr. 3); 45 Julian Graham (Fr.. 0) 
SAM 95 Phil Clarke (So,, 1); 48 Ken Konek Uc, 0) 
LC = 11 —— Denorse Mosley (Jt, 2); 4 Chuck Brown (So., 1) 
SS 35 Curtis McGhee (ir. 2: 34 EC. Veroytsos (So., 1) 
FS 15. John Jenkins (Jt, 2): 5 Enc Kasperowicz Ur., 2) 
RC. 2_—_=Rasshadl Whitrill (So.. 2); 42 Sean Stallings (fr. 0) 
P 38 Nate Cochran (Sr., 3) 
Je) Dea enns Meee ox Rewenees Boaerte 
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Although still relatively young, the offensive 
line looks solid with four starters returning. The 
leaders are junior center Reggie Thomas and 
junior left tackle Tony Orlandini. 

The other returning starters are guards Jon 
Marzoch, a junior, and Jeff Craig. a senior. The 
only vacancy is at right tackle, where sophomore 
Mike Schultz got the nod in the spring. 

Defensive coordinator Chuck Driesbach says 
the 1996 rushing defense will be more aggressive 
and will feature a “pressure” style of play. 

Three of the front four have departed, leaving 
senior end Jared Miller to join a trio of newcom- 
ers. One is senior Mike Mohring, who moves 
from end to tackle. Junior Frank Moore is the 


d likely starter at the other tackle. Opposite Miller 


at rush end is sophomore Marlin Young. 

All three starting linebackers are gone, and they 
happened to be the team’s cop three tacklers. Nev- 
ertheless, Driesbach believes the new bunch could 
be just as effective. Senior Jason Chavis, a senior 
who didnt play last season after redshirting, gives 
the Panthers a proven inside linebacker. A year ago, 
he was considered perhaps Pit’s most improved 
player after leading the team in tackles in 1994, 
The outside spots will be manned by junior Rod- 
erick Humphrey and sophomore Phil Clarke. 

The secondary’s only true loss was cornerback 
Anthony Dorsett, but Mosley, now a junior, was 
the team’s best defensive back. He led the Pan- 
thers with six interceptions and 12 pass deflec- 
tions. The positive side to Mosley's injury was 
that sophomore cornerback Rasshad Whitmill 
gained experience by starting the last six games. 

Pitt has depth and experience at the safety posi- 
tions even with the move of senior Jim Williams to 
linebacker. Junior free safety John Jenkins had four 
interceptions. The strong safety will be either junior 
Curtis McGhee or sophomore E.C. Varoytsos. 

Sophomore placekicker Chris Ferencik con- 
verted 12-of-13 field goals and 23-of-24 PATS as 
a freshman and was one of five finalists for the 
Lou Groza Award. Senior punter Nate Cochran 
averaged 42.9 yards, 14th nationally, and will 
handle those duties for the third straight year. 

Butler had a 21.7-yard average two years ago, 
and Mosley was a solid punt returner during the 
two years before his injury. 

The coverage units “operated at the lowest effi- 
ciency of my career,” says Majors, who has been a 
head coach for 28 years, Pitt had three punts 
blocked, and the kickoff return unit ranked 99th 
in 1995 at 16.5 yards per runback. 

The return of West, Mosley et al. makes the 
Panthers stronger immediately. Home games 
with West Virginia, Kent, Houston. Temple, 
Boston College and Rutgers, all coming off losing 
seasons, give Pitt a chance to at least double last 
year’s win coral. But the killer road slate, uncer- 
tainty at quarterback and heavy losses on the 
defensive front make a winning season a stretch. 

Any resemblance between 1996 and 1976 will 
be purely coincidental. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 


Charlie Weatherbie 
5-6-0 


hey laughed at Charlie Weatherbie when, 

in his final season as Utah State's head 

coach (1994), after losing 15 starters from 
the year before, he listed six players as All-Amer- 
ica candidates and nominated eight more for All- 
Big West Conference honors. And that was before 
the season. Needless to say, those kinds of rewards 
weren't forthcoming. 

They laughed ac Weatherbie again a year ago 
when he took over as head coach at the United 
States Naval Academy and proclaimed, “I think we 
can win immediately.” Those laughs have died 
down somewhat. True, Navy didn't have a winning 
season (the Midshipmen havent had one since 
1982) and lost 14-13 to Army to finish 5-6. Nev- 
ertheless, it was the most wins for Navy since 1990, 

Last season began with a 33-2 rout of SMU. It 
was the most points Navy had scored against a 
Division I-A opponent in 11 years or, for that mat- 
ter, against any team since 1988. The Midshipmen 
rolled up 30 or more points four times last fall. 

The always upbeat Weatherbie returns 40 let- 
termen, including his placckicker, five regulars on 
defense and eight starters on a spread offense that 
utilizes a running back and two slotbacks. 

“Navy's offense gives them the chance to 
employ the run-and-shoot passing game and the 
wishbone, and that’s a great combination,” says 
Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz. 

“1 believe we have a good situation in a number 
of areas, and we will have healthy competition for 
several positions,” says Weatherbie. “Another 
thing is that we are not starting from scratch in 
installing our offensive and defensive schemes. We 
won't have to think so much, We still have to go 
out and continue to improve in fundamentals.” 

The schedule lists nine of the 11 opponents 
from a year ago. The Middies, who will play Notre 
Dame in Ireland on Nov, 2, have only four home 
games, against SMU, Duke, Delaware and Tulane. 

There are two experienced quarterbacks on 
hand: junior Chris McCoy, who set four school 
records a year ago while leading the Midshipmen 
in rushing, and senior Ben Fay, the former Texas 
Tech Red Raider who transferred to the Naval 
Academy in 1993 and led the Midshipmen in 
passing in "95. McCoy rushed for 803 yards, a 
school record for quarterbacks, and seven touch- 
downs, He set an NCAA mark by rambling for 
273 yards against SMU, the most rushing yards 
ever by a player in his first collegiate game. For 
the season, he also completed 34-of-79 passes for 
524 yards and four TDs. 

Fay started the final four games and recorded 
73 completions in 144 attempts for 869 yards 
and three touchdowns. He rushed 105 times for 
227 yards and four scores. 

Including quarterback McCoy, the top six 
rushers are back. Junior fullback ‘Tim Cannada 
was a pleasant surprise a year ago, rushing for 409 
yards and three touchdowns on 90 carries. Con- 
tending with Cannada for the lone running back 
spot are senior Omar Nelson, a two-year letter- 
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man who gained 387 yards on 105 carries, and 
highly regarded sophomore Iry Dingle. 

Five of the top six receivers are back. Senior 
Astor Heaven and junior LeBron Butts were the 
starting wideouts at the end of last season, and 
senior Neal Plaskonos got some starting assign- 
ments. Sophomore Mark Mill also may fit in. 

The two slotbacks are used as blockers, runners 
and receivers. There are five returning lettermen, 
including seniors Will Smith and Cory Schemm, 
who were the starters most of the season. 
Schemm was the team's leading receiver with 25 
catches for 327 yards and a touchdown; he also 
carried the ball 22 times for 202 yards (9.2-yard 
average). Junior Patrick McGrew started five 
games, Navy does not use a tight end. 


depth Cia 


OFFENSE (8) 


11 Astor Heaven (Sr, 1); 86 Mark Mill (So., 1} 

59 Greg Summa {t., 1); 79 Jared Jacobs (Jr... 0) 

69 J.D. Gainey (Jr, 1); 78 Alex Domino (Sr., 4) 

55 Brian Drechsler (Jr, 1); 68 Lester Fortney (Sr, 1) 
73. David Loya (Jr., 1); 74 Jeff Smith (Sr., 1) 

70 Scott Zimmerman (Sr,, 1); 25 Blain Kindler (So,, 0) 
Neal Piaskonos (Sr., 1); 80 Ross Scott (Jr, 1) 

34 Patrick McGrew (Jr., 2); 20 Cory Schemm (Sr, 1) 
17 Will Smith (Sr., 2); 15 Howard Bryant (Sr. 2) 

8 Ben Fay (St, 1): 7 Chris McCoy Ur.. 1) 

26 Tim Cannada (Jr., 1); 5 Omar Nelson (Sr., 2} 

78 om Vanderhorst (So., 0) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Tom Poulter (Sr., 2}; 14 Denis Kane (Jr, 1) 
Chad Holzapfel (Sr., 2}; 35 Jerome Dixon {Sr., 1) 
55 Jason Snider (So.. 0); 64 Brian Nowitski (Jr., 0) 
56 Michael Ogden (Jr, 1); 53 Nate Johnston {Sr,, 0) 
58 Jason Coffey UUr., 1); 50 Travis Cooley Ur., 0} 
51 Clint Bruce (St., 3); 45 David Joseforsky (Sr, 1) 
29 
43 
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Sean Andrews (Jt. 1); 47 Gerad Wilson Ur.. 0} 
Kevin Lewis (Jr., 1); 31. Adam Crecion (So., 1) 
Gervy Alota (Jr, 2); 48 Charles Fisher (Jr., 0) 

10 Rashad Smith (Jr.. 1); 28 Desmond Morgan (So., 0) 

21 Robert Green (Sr., 2); 3 Enrico Hunter (So, 0) 

83 Jason Covarrubias (Jt, 1) 
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Three regulars return, led by junior center 
Brian Drechsler, who earned All-East honors last 
season. Junior guard J.D. Gainey and senior 
tackle Scott Zimmerman also were regulars most 
of the year. Junior tackle Greg Summa started 
four games and is penciled is as a full-time regu- 
lar, Senior Jeff Smith lettered at guard and could 
bea starter if junior David Loya is still recovering 
from last season's knee surgery. 

Seven of the 10 lettermen in the defensive line 
are back, including four who started at times. 
Seniors Cal Quinn and Tom Poulter, and junior 
Michael Ogden had starts at defensive end, while 
senior Chad Holzapfel started seven games at 
tackle. Poulter also started three games at tackle. 
Slated to step into a starting role is junior David 
Viger, a 6-5, 275-pounder who was impressive as 
the first man off the bench for both tackle start- 
ers last year. Junior Denis Kane and sophomore 
Jason Snider also could win a job. 

The Midshipmen should again be strong at 
linebacker. Senior Clint Bruce was the leading 
tackler in 1995 with 117 stops and could again 
bid for postseason honors. Junior lettermen Tra- 
vis Cooley and Jason Coffey will battle for the 
vacant linebacker spot. 

The indisputable star of the team is junior cor- 
nerback Sean Andrews, who tied for the national 
lead with eight interceptions and earned second- 
team All-America and National All-Independents 
Newcomer of the Year honors. 

Navy plays a five-man secondary, with two cor- 
nerbacks, a strong safety, free safety and weak- 
side safety. The position designated strong safety 
is as much an outside linebacker as a defensive 
back, making the defensive alignment a 4-3. 

The other starters are junior Gervy Alota, who 
has been a regular at free safety for ewo seasons, and 
senior cornerback Robert Green. Juniors Kevin 
Lewis and Rashad Smith are the leading candidates 
for the openings at strong and weak safety, respec- 
tively, Lewis started three games and intercepted 
three passes. Other lettermen who could figure in 
the mix are senior cornerback Matt Scanlan and 
sophomore strong safety Adam Crecion. 

Replacing four-year regular Schrum and_ his 
40.7-yard punting average is critical. The possibil- 
ities include senior David Lark, who has never 
punted in a varsity game. Junior placekicker Jason 
Covarrubias was penciled in at punter this spring; 
he made only 7-of-15 field-goal attempts last year. 

Plaskonos was the team leader in kickoff 
returns, running back 13 for a 21.2-yard average. 
Mill was used on punt returns late in the year and 
averaged 8.4 yards. He also returned five kickoffs 
for a 19-yard average. 

Notre Dame, a team Navy hasn't beaten since 
1963, when Roger Staubach was quarterback, is 
the only powerhouse on the schedule. The Mid- 
shipmen should be competitive with most of 
their other opponents and could match last year's 
record. A winning season, however, probably will 
have to wait a bit. 


ATHLON FooTBaLL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 


Bob Sutton 
5-5-1 


What does Army football have in 
common with the National Basketball 
Association? 

A: Many games are decided in the clos- 
ing seconds. 

In the second game of the 1995 season, Army 
lost to Duke 23-21 on a Blue Devil field goal 
with four seconds remaining, In Game 3, the 
Cadets lost to Washington 21-13 but were on 
the Huskies’ 1-yard line when time ran out. 

In Game 4, Army kicked a 44-yard field goal 
on the final play to tie Rice 21-21. And in Game 
Sa two-point CONVETSION ACLEMpPC was stopped 
inches from the goal line, preserving a 28-27 
Notre Dame victory. 

In all, six of Army’s 11 games were decided in 
the final minute, with four coming down to the 
last play. The Cadets lost to bowl teams Wash- 
ington, Notre Dame and East Carolina by a total 
of 15 points. 

Frantic finishes are nothing new at West Point. 
In 1994, seven games were decided by six points 
or fewer, and only three of the last 12 losses have 
been by more than nine points. 

When all was said and done, the 1995 Cadets 
had finished with a 5-5-1 record. There are high 
hopes for 1996, with Army returning 45 letter- 
men, including five starters on offense, five on 
defense and the placekicker. 

“The two biggest areas of concern for us will be 
our offensive line, where we lost a good nucleus, 
and on defense, it’s probably the nwo safety posi- 
tions,” coach Bob Sutton says. 

The schedule is much milder than last season's. 
Ohio, Duke, North 
Texas, Yale, Rutgers and Tulane — all suffered los- 


The first six opponents - 


ing records last year, and only Air Force and Syra- 
cuse went to bowl games. 

The top four signal-callers are back, led by 
senior Ronnie McAda, widely considered the 
Cadets’ finest wishbone quarterback, The Black 
Knights’ second-leading rusher a year ago, 
MceAda ran for 701 yards and threw for 761, 
completing 56-of-111 passes (50.5 percent). 

Junior backup Adam Thompson averaged 6.8 
yards a carry and was Army's fourth-leading 
rusher with 248 yards, Senior Charles Kean and 
sophomore Johnny Goff also return, 

Four of the six haltbacks listed on the spring 
three-deep saw quality playing time last year. 
Seniors Jeff Brizic and Rashad Hodge are the pro- 
jected starters at the left and right halfback spots 
respectively. Hodge averaged 6.8 yards a carry on 
35 rushes in 1995, He raced 74 yards for a touch- 
down on the first play of the season, but was both- 
cred by a nagging ankle sprain and added just 165 
yards the remainder of the campaign, 

Senior Coby Short and sophomore Bobby 
Williams are the top reserves. 

The departed John Conroy re-established the 
fullback in Army's wishbone and led the team 
with 809 rushing yards, Senior Demetrius Perry 
inherits the starting role but will be challenged by 


Army Cadets 


‘g 


sophomore Joe Hewitt and senior Lee Gibson, 
trying to battle back from knee surgery. 


After incorporating the wishbone in 1984, 
Army led the nation in rushing in 1984 and 
1993, and has ranked in the top seven nationally 
every year. Last season, the Cadets were third 
with 330.2 yards a game. 

Senior split end Ron Thomas is a threat run- 
ning and catching the ball. He recorded a very 
modest 10 receptions last year, bur Army quar 
terbacks completed only 61 and finished next-to- 
last nationally in passing with 72.3 yards a game. 
The main backups graduated, leaving junior Brad 
Miller and sophomores Rod Richardson and 
Birian Jacobs competing for time when Thomas 


lines up in the backfield. 


OFFENSE (5) 


SE 2 Ron Thomas (Sr., 3); 13 Rod Richardson (So., 1) 
LT 51 Dave Beard (Ur, 1): 66 Matt Yost {Jr., 0) 

LG 68 Doug Chadwick (Sr, 2); 69 Jeremy Chapman (Ue, 0) 
c 55 Kyle Scott (Sr., 1); 50 Rob Rodenmayer (Sr, 2) 
RG 67 Jeff Enck Ur, 1); 61 George Mcingvale (So., 0) 
RT 52 Tim Booth {Sr., 1}; 63 Dan Cox (Sr, 0} 


TE 84 Ron Leshinski (St., 3): 87 Theo Unbehagen (Jr, 1) 
Ronnie McAda (Sr, 2); 6 Adam Thompson Ur., 0} 
Jeff Briztic (Sr., 2): 49 Bobby Williams (So.. 2) 

37 Rashad Hodge (Sr.. 2); 29 Coby Short (Sr., 1) 
Demetus Perry (Sr. 1): 33 oe Hewitt (So., 0) 

8 J. Parker (St, 1) 
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DEFENSE (5) 


76 Larry Angies {So.. 1); 81 Justin Brarxton Ur., 0 
72 CW. Estes (Sr, 2k: Joe Stunyer (So.. 0) 

77 Colin Kearns (Sc, 3); 64 Jeff Forgach Ur. 2) 

97 Hise Gibson {Sr.. 1): 92 Tony Bianchi (Sr. 4) 

S5 Scott Sichelberger (Sr, 2); 45 Brian King (So., 2) 
60 Stephen King (Sr., 2); 54 Matt Coldsnow Ur. 1) 
44 Ben Kotwica (St, 2); 90 Brandon Tilford (So., 1) 
19 Garland Gay (Sr., 3); 34 Donold Augustus (Sr. 2) 
16 Jerrold Tyquiengico (Sr., 1); 14 Matt Rogers Ur., 1) 
48 Robert Brown (Jr, 1); 17 Tom Mullins (Sr, 1) 

17 Tom Mullins (Sr.. 1); 16 Jerrold Tyquiengco (Sr... 1) 
91 Scot Lord Lir., 0} 


oman. 
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Senior tight end Ron Leshinski has started 
every one of the 33 games he has played since his 
freshman year. He led the Cadets with 15 catches 
in "95. Junior Theo Unbehagen will be used in 
short-yardage situations, 

Four-fifths of the starters in the 1995 offensive 
front have graduated. The only holdover is senior 
center Kyle Scott. 

Senior Doug Chadwick and junior Jeff Enck 
should be the starting guards, with junior Dave 
Beard and senior Tim Booth at the tackle slots. 
The second unit consists of tackles Dan Cox, a 
senior, and junior Matt Yost; guards George 
MclIngvale, a sophomore, and junior Jeremy 
Chapman, and senior center Rob Rodenmayer. 

Senior nose guard Colin Kearns anchors the 
defensive line, but he will have three new part- 
ners. Senior Hise Gibson and sophomore Larry 
Angles are the front-runners at the ends. Senior 
CW. Estes, who struggled through an injury- 
plagued season and has been given a clean bill of 
health, is set to start at tackle. Junior nose guard 
Jeff Forgach surged after missing the first month 
of the season with a foot injury. 

Army returns the hard-nosed inside lineback- 
ing duo of seniors Ben Kotwica and Stephen 
King. Korwica missed all or parts of four contests 
after suffering a severely sprained ankle at Wash- 
ington in Game 3. He was the team’s leading 
tackler at the time of his injury and finished sec- 
ond with 66 stops. King was third with 64, 
including a season-high 11 against Navy. Backups 
include junior Matt Coldsnow and sophomores 
Brandon Tilford and Jason Van Camp. 

The Knight position, which combines defen- 
sive end and linebacker requirements, was deci- 
mated by injuries a year ago, with senior Mike 
Coerper, sophomore Chad Suitonu and junior 
Jeff Dietz all being felled. Any or all of that trio 
could be in the starting picture in the fall, but 
senior Scort Eichelberger was No. 1 in the spring. 

The secondary will undergo a major renovation 
after losing both safeties and the backups. To fill 
the holes, junior starting cornerback Robert 
Brown has been switched to free safety and senior 
Jerrold Tyquiengco, a reserve, shifts from corner- 
back to strong safety. 

Senior cornerback Garland Gay returns, with 
senior Tom Mullins at the other corner after see- 
ing spot duty for two years. 

With punter Ian Hughes forced to leave school 
due to a medical problem, junior Scot Lord steps 
up. Senior placekicker J. Parker (full name: 
Joseph Houston Parker) converted nine-of-13 
ficld-goal attempts, including a last-second 44- 
yarder to tie Rice, and all 36 PATs. 

Thomas is among the nation’s top kickoff- 
return specialists, averaging 24.3 yards. 

If the Cadets can avoid injuries and the offen- 
sive line produces, they could take their first bowl 
trip since the 1988 season, However, Army plays 
two Division I-AA teams so they must win six of 
the other nine games to qualify. 
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Tulsa Golden Hurricane 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 
1996 Pick: 


Dave Rader 
4-7-0 
4th WAC Mountain 


fter LO seasons as an independent, Tulsa 
joins the Western Athletic Conference. 
Membership in the WAC is a “program- 
saving opportunity” for the Golden Hurricane, 
says Dave Rader, in his ninth season as head coach 
at his alma mater, “There's only one institution 
that can be successful as an independent (in foor- 
ball),” he says. That, of course, is Notre Dame. 
lulsa joins Southwest Conference refugees 
SMU, TCU and Rice, and WAC members BYU, 
New Mexico, Utah and UTEP in the Mountain 
Division of an expanded WAC. Conference affili- 
ation gives Tulsa the needed focus of competing 
for a championship and will enhance its potential 
for television exposure. 

‘lulsa has suffered through four consecutive los- 
ing seasons since going 10-2 and winning the 
Freedom Bowl in 1991, and Rader would like to 
spruce up his team for its firse WAC campaign. 
One key will be re-establishing the Golden Hurri- 
cane’s passing proficiency. In fact, Tulsa will need 
to become more consistent on offense in general. 
Last season, it was feast or famine on the score- 
board. At its best, the Golden Hurricane could 
score quickly and often. At its worst, Tulsa had 
difficulty scoring at all, managing fewer than 10 
points in five of seven losses, 

Improving the passing game is a priority, The 
responsibility rests on the arms of senior Troy 
DeGar and sophomore John Fitzgerald. DeGar 
was the starter last season, completing 120-of- 
245 passes for 1,304 yards and six touchdowns. 
He threw seven interceptions, however, which 
lowered his efficiency rating to 96.1. He'll need 
to reverse his touchdowns-to-interceptions ratio 
in order to remain in the starting lineup. 

Fitzgerald redshirted last season after starting as 
a true freshman in 1994 and completing 53 per- 
cent of his passes for 1,409 yards and five touch- 
downs while DeGar was injured, 

‘Tulsa's one-back, pro-set offense produced sig- 
nificantly more yards on the ground than 
through the air in 1995, Rader would like to 
achieve a better balance this season. 

With everyone healthy, Tulsa should have con- 
siderable depth at running back. Senior Solomon 
White, who emerged from the spring at No. 1, is 
elusive. White was hampered by injury last sea- 
son, although he played in 10 games. He had six 
starts and rushed for 574 yards and four touch- 
downs on 161 carries. As a sophomore starter in 
‘94, White rushed for 1,003 yards and scored 
cight touchdowns. 

Sophomore Reggie Williams rushed for 729 
yards but played in only seven games because of a 
hamstring injury. A power runner, he started four 
games and rushed for 150 or more yards in each. 
Williams, a 235-pound fireplug, suffered a dislo- 
cated hip and missed part of spring practice. The 
injury casts doubt on whether he'll be at full speed 
this fall. He and White provide an experienced 
1-2 punch at tailback. 

Junior wide receiver Wes Caswell missed last 
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Muadianvita Kazadi 


season with a hamstring injury after ranking fifth 
nationally in receptions per game (6.7) and 16th 
in receiving yards per game (81.2) as a sopho- 
more starter in '94, He caught 74 passes for 893 
yards and three touchdowns. Redshirt freshman 
Damon Savage or junior college transfer Jeremiah 
Brister, a 4.5 speedster, could land a starting 
assignment. 

Junior Mark Lippe, an eight-game starter a year 
ago, and sophomore Tony Fisher, who started 
once, will share the tight end job. Junior Jason 
Bennett had nine starts at F-back, where senior 
Andrew Bates has lettered as a backup. 

All four starters return in the offensive interior. 
Senior Brian Newnam has started for three sea- 
sons, the last nwo at strong guard, and was chosen 
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OFFENSE (8) 


Damon Savage (Fr.. 0); Jeremiah Brister (Jr, 0) 
Michael Ruhl (Jr,, 2); 78 Anthony Ratica (Fr., 0) 
Brad Smith (Jr., 1); 51 Brian Potten (So., 0) 
Doug Pisuta (Sr., 3); 51 Brian Pollan (So.. 0) 
Brian Newnam (Sr, 3); 53 Ben Barber (So., 0) 
Matt Bing (So., 1); 68 Jason Mills (So,, 1) 
Mark Lippe (Jr,, 2); 95 Tony Fisher (So., 1) 
Troy DeGar (Sr., 2): 16 Johny Fitzgerald (So, 1) 
Solomon White (Sr. 3}; 23 Reggie Williams (So., 1) 
Jason Bennett (Je, 2): 28 Andrew Bates (S¢., 3) 
Wes Caswell Ur., 2); 9 Jeff Utter (Sr.. 2) 

James Anderson (Jt., 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Sailify Abudulal (Sr. 3); 94 Justin Reich (Jr, 2) 
Ryan Farley (So., 1); 73 John Lang (J. 2) 

Nelson Van Wees (Sr.. 2}: 96 Tim Martin (So., 1) 
Sean O’Boyle (Jr, 2); 76 Neil Whitworth (So., 1) 
Chris Fowler (Sc, 3); 48 Allen Btackrnon (So., 1) 
Muadianvita Kazadi (Sx, 3); 37 Jeremy MoCivre (Fr, 0) 
Jody Sparks Ur,, 1); Rich Young Ur., 0) 
Earnest King Urc., 0); 32 Eugene Armstrong (Fr., 0}) 
Brian Self Ur., 2); 25 Terrance Joseph (Jr., 2) 
Jeremy Bunch (Sr., 3); 21 Levi Gillen (Je, 1) 
Marshall Gordon (So. 1); 30 Todd Franz (Fr., 0) 
Kirk Myrick Ur. 0} 
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as Tulsa’s 1995 Offensive Lineman of the Year. 
Senior Doug Pisula, a three-year starter at strong 
tackle, was moved to center during the spring. 

Juniors Brad Smith and Michael Ruhl return at 
quick-side guard and tackle, respectively. Among 
the candidates to replace Pisula at strong tackle 
are sophomores Matt Bing and Jason Mills, both 
of whom lettered as backups last season. 

Tulsa has lots of defensive lettermen but only 
one returning starter up front: junior end Sean 
O'Boyle, who posted 39 tackles and six sacks. 
Senior Salifu Abudulai will join O'Boyle as the 
other end. Redshirt freshmen Josh Martin and 


: Carlos Hopkins are young ends who have shown 


potential. 

Sophomore Ryan Farley played as a true fresh- 
man and appears ready to move to the next level. 
He will join senior Nelson Van Waes at tackle. 
The backups are sophomore Tim Martin, who 
made 36 tackles in a reserve role, and junior John 
Lang, who sat out last season after earning letters 
as a freshman and sophomore. 

Senior middle linebacker Muadianvita Kazadi 
has led Golden Hurricane tacklers the last two 
seasons. Despite being hampered by an ankle 
injury, he posted 97 tackles last fall, including 19 
(11 unassisted) in a 37—5 loss against Baylor. Sen- 
ior weak-side linebacker Chris Fowler, a three- 
year letterman, was third on the team in tackles 
with 71. Juniors Jody Sparks and Rich Young are 
the leading candidates on the strong side. 

Tulsa has several players with starting experience 
in the secondary, most notably senior safety Jeremy 
Bunch, who was sixth nationally in interceptions 
with six. Bunch also broke up seven passes and fin- 
ished second on the team in tackles with 85, 55 
unassisted. Junior Terrance Joseph, a starting cor- 
nerback last season, has moved back to safety, 
where he competed during spring practice with 
junior Brian Self, a two-game starter in 1995, Levi 
Gillen, also a junior, started six games at safety. 

The cornerbacks are less experienced. They 
include junior Earnest King, sophomore Mar- 
shall Gordon, a converted wide receiver, and red- 
shirt freshmen Eugene Armstrong and Todd 
Franz. 

Junior placekicker James Anderson was 23-of- 
23 on extra points and 12-of-16 on field goals, 
including 3-of-5 from 40 yards out. Junior col- 
lege transfer Kirk Myrick was recruited to do the 
punting. 

Junior Jason Jacoby ranked No. 20 in the 
nation in kickoff returns as a sophomore, averag- 
ing 23.2 yards on 25 returns. He has returned a 
kickoff 100 yards in each of his first nwo seasons. 
Jacoby and Self also were the top punt returners 
last season. Tulsa's special teams should be solid. 

“We don't have a feel of the conference yet,” 
says Rader, “but that will come with time.” 

Rader's charges will have to defend the pass 
better as well as improve their own passing to be 
successful. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: John L. Smith 
1995 Record (Big West): 4-7 (4-2) 
1996 Pick: ist Big West 


nd you thought Charlie Weatherbie was 
optimistic. 

In case you forgot, Weatherbie was the 
coach when Utah State won the Big West cham- 
pionship in 1993. Despite losing 15 starters, 
Weatherbie boldly nominated 14 players as post- 
season award candidates BEFORE the start of the 
1994 season. 

Weatherbie is now the head coach at Navy, but 
his successor, John L. Smith, doesn’t lack for rave 
reviews about his players. For example: 

* “Abu Wilson has all the tools to be an impact 
player in the NFL. Abu will have every opportu- 
nity to be as good as any running back in the 
country.” (Ed. Note: Coach, have you heard of 
Northwestern's Darnell Autry, lowa State's Troy 
Davis, et al.?) 

* “Our depth at running back could be as good 
as any team in the country.” (Ed. Note: Coach, 
have you seen Nebraska's tailbacks?) 

* “Our receivers are as athletic as any receiving 
corps in the country.” (Ed. Note: Coach, have 
you noticed the receivers at Florida and Florida 
State?) 

It seems difficult to believe the Aggies were 
only 4-7 last year, Smith’s first season in Logan, 
However, the team was able to beat four Big West 
Conference opponents and tie since-departed 
Southwestern Louisiana for second place at 4-2. 
And the two losses were to Arkansas State (by 
four points) and Nevada (by five). Furthermore, 
the team started 0-5; thus the 4-7 mark doesn’t 
look too bad. 

Utah State will make a run at the 1996 Big 
West crown with 35 of 49 lettermen returning, 
including three starters on offense, six on defense 
and both kicking specialists. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, considering his opti- 
mism, the loss of eight offensive starters doesn’t 
faze Smith. 

“T truly believe we'll be better at every position 
in 1996,” he says. 

Smith must find replacements for all three wide 
receivers, including Kevin Alexander, who set 
school records last year with 92 receptions for 
1,400 yards, three offensive linemen and two 
linebackers. 

Utah State runs a one-back offense and one 
might be enough since Wilson, a senior, put 
together a 1,476-yard, 15-touchdown 1996 sea- 
son. He finished second in the league in yards- 
per-game rushing average (134.2) and 
all-purpose yards (182.2 per game). 

It is no wonder that Wilson accounted for 82 
percent of the Aggies’ overall rushing yardage. He 
is a strong candidate for Big West Offensive 
Player of the Year. 

“He is the complete package as a runner, pass 
receiver and blocker,” Smith says. 

Behind Wilson is sophomore Melvin Blue (244 
yards and a 5.6-yards-per-carry average to Wil- 
son's 5.4). 

Strong-armed senior quarterback Patrick 


Abu Wilson 


Mullins started all 11 games and completed 209- 
of-383 passes (54.6 percent) for 2,774 yards and 
12 touchdowns. Impressive numbers notwith- 
standing 16 interceptions, which hurt his effi- 
ciency rating (a modest 117.4). 

Despite the loss of the starting wideouts, there 
is talent at wide receiver in seniors Aaron Frazier 
and Shawn Turner, sophomore Ricky Brumfield, 
and juco transfers Nakia Jenkins and Steve Smith. 

Sophomore London McBride assumes full- 
time duties at tight end after catching six passes 
for a team-high 16.7-yard average. 

With Robert Holmes, Travis Guiney and 
Novich Hunter gone, the lone returnees on the 
offensive line are junior tackle Brandon Dyson 
and senior guard Troy Kema. Junior Mauricio 


depth ica 


OFFENSE (3) 


Shawn Tumer (Sr. 3}; 81 DJ. Lewis (Fr., 0) 
Aaron Frazier (Sr., 1); 37 Jason Bandy (Sr., 1) 
Mauricio Jourdan (r,, 0); 68 Joe German {So., 1) 
Mike Lindsay (Fr., 0); 65 Ken Watts {So., 1) 
Matt Lance (Fr., 0); 51 Brian Shaffer (Fr,, 0) 
Troy Kema (Sr., 1); 75 Jordan Bauerie (Fr., 0) 
Mark Rommel (Jt., 0}; 76 Ben Holbrook (Fr., 0) 
London McBride (So., 1); 91 Derek Richards {So., 0) 
Ricky Brumfield (So., 1}: 83 Adron Pierson (Fr... 0) 
Patrick Mullins (Sc, 1); 14 Matt Wells (Sr, 2) 
‘Abu Wilson (Se, 3); Melvin Blue (So,, 1) 

Micah Knorr (St, 3) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Danilo Robinson (Sc, 3); 94 Gregory Stenson (Sx, 1) 
Walter Fiefia (Jr, 1); 52 Caleb Smith (Fr, 0} 
Bon Crosland (Jr, 2); G4 Lomi Faavae (Sr, 1) 
Vooa Riefia (So., 1); 99 Sean Hansen (Fr., 0) 
David Gill (St., 3); 44 Jeff Lemmo (Sr,, 1) 

Derek DeCesare (So., 0); Adam Jones (r,, 0) 
Spencer Waggoner (Sr, 2); 11 Robert Crayton (Ur. 1) 
Craig Miller (So., 1); 42 Kevin Simmons {Jr,, 0) 
Sean Coleman (Sr., 3); 23 Vashon Garmon (Fr., 0) 
Jobndale Carty {So., 1); 36 Jeff Spencer (J+., 2) 
Mike Hudson (St., 1); 25 Tai Gordon (Sr. 3) 
Nathan Morreale (Sr., 3) 
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Jourdan might unseat Dyson. Juco transfer Mark 
Rommel is expected to step right in at tackle. 
Sophomore Ken Watts has some experience at 
guard and will try to hold off redshirt freshman 
Mike Lindsay, The Aggie center is projected to be 
freshman Matt Lance. 

The Aggies’ run defense should be much 
improved, Smith calls senior Danilo Robinson 
“the best defensive end in the Big West Confer- 
ence.” Robinson, who missed spring work but 
will be back for the season, and junior end Ben 
Crosland, who has been moved to right tackle, 
combined for 16 sacks last season. 

Junior Walter Fiefia is projected to work oppo- 
site Crosland at the other tackle spot. Sophomore 
Vaea Fiefia, Walter's brother, should take over at 
the other end. 

The only returning starter at linebacker is all- 
conference senior David Gill in the middle. Gill 
recorded a school-record 168 tackles last year. 
Senior Spencer Waggoner has been moved from 
free safety to rover linebacker. Newcomer Adam 


“Abu Wilson will have 
every opportunity to be as 
good as any running back 

in the country.” 
— John L. Smith 


Jones was a first-team juco All-American as a 
defensive lineman/outside linebacker. He will 
battle sophomore Derek DeCesare for the right 
to start outside. 

In the secondary, the move of Waggoner, who 
led the team with four interceptions (and whose 
71 return yards was second in the league), leaves 
sophomore Johndale Carty and junior Jeff Spen- 
cer at free safety. Both have some experience. At 
the cornerback positions, senior Mike Hudson 
and sophomore Craig Miller have starting experi- 
ence. Senior Sean Coleman returns at strong 
safety, but will be challenged by redshirt fresh- 
man Vashon Garman. 

The kicking game is among the best in the 
West, and perhaps the nation. Senior Micah 
Knorr connected on 12-of-19 field-goal attempts 
and 25-of-28 PATs en route to being named first- 
team All-Big West. Senior punter Nathan Mor- 
reale averaged 39.9. yards. Smith says both “have 
a chance to kick in the NFL.” 

Running back Wilson returned nine kickoffs 
for a 17.0-yard average and senior Jason Bandy 
ran back 19 punts ata 9.3 clip. 

If Utah State is to reverse its record of last fall, 
there is one area of play that must be dramatically 
improved — penalties. The Aggies were flagged 
116 times (by comparison, the next most-penal- 
ized Big West team was New Mexico State with 
87) for 1,131 lost yards (102.8 yards per game). 

The schedule is daunting. The first six games 
feature WAC powers Utah and BYU, Big 12 
members Texas Tech and Oklahoma State and 
Conference USA foe Southern Miss. 
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Oklahoma State Cowboys 


Head Coach: Bob Simmons 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 4-8-0 (2-5-0) 
1996 Pick: 6th Big 12 South 


Ithough Oklahoma State didn’t achieve the 
, success Bob Simmons had predicted in his 
first season as head coach, the Cowboys 
accomplishments did include a 12-0 win over 
Oklahoma at Norman. Oklahoma State hadn't 
defeated its archrival since 1976. 

“For Oklahoma State fans and alums that have 
been agonizing, it’s over. We won,” Simmons said 
afterward. “This is a big stepping stone for this 
program. 

The Oklahoma victory wasn'ta fluke. The young 
Cowboys played well down the stretch, particularly 
against nationally ranked opponents. They lost to 
Kansas State 23-17, were tied with Colorado in the 
third quarter before losing 45-32, and lost to Kan- 
sas 22-17. Their 30-26 victory at Missouri 
snapped a 20-game conference winless streak. 

Even so, Oklahoma State finished the season 
ranked 79th nationally in total defense and 78th 
in scoring defense. Despite a solid running game, 
the Cowboys ranked 92nd in total offense. 

The Cowboys do have some momentum on 
which to build and leading the charge will be sen- 
ior quarterback ‘Toné Jones, who will begin fall 
camp atop the depth chart, based on his three sea- 
sons of starting experience and a solid performance 
during the spring. Jones goes into his final season 
needing fewer than 500 passing yards to move up 
to No, 2 on the Cowboys’ career list. Last season, 
Jones completed 104-of-218 passes for 1,185 yards 
and seven touchdowns. But he threw 11 intercep- 
tions, had one of the lowest pass-efficiency ratings 
in the Big Eight and was sacked 14 times. 

David Thompson is among the best runners in 
the Big 12, if not the nation, The senior tailback 
carried 256 times for 1,509 yards and eight touch- 
downs last season, He ranked second in the Big 
Eight in rushing yards, behind Iowa State's Troy 
Davis, and was one of only owo players to rush for 
100 or more yards against Nebraska. He also 
ground out 181 yards against the nation’s top- 
ranked defense: Kansas State's. Thompson, a first- 
team All-Big Eight selection, needs 1,206 rushing 
yards this season to reach 4,000 for his career. 

Junior Andre Richardson would be a star tail- 
back just about anyplace else. Richardson rushed 
for 705 yards and four touchdowns as Thomp- 
son's backup, was second on the team in pass 
receiving with 17 catches for 145 yards and 
earned all-conference honorable mention. 

Junior tight end Alonzo Mayes was second- 
team All-Big Eight after leading the Cowboys in 
receiving. He caught 32 passes for 421 yards and 
four touchdowns in 11 games. 

Sophomore Terrance Richardson, younger 
brother of running back Andre, caught 10 passes 
for 169 yards in 10 games as a true freshman last 
fall. The other wideout is senior Kent Luck. 

Redshirt freshman Cameron White appears to 
be the best of the young receivers. White might 
be well on his way to star status if he hadn't suf- 
fered a knee injury last fall. White was expected 
to play as a true freshman but instead spent the 
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season rehabilitating as a redshirt. He partici- 
pated in spring practice without problems. 

The rushing totals of Thompson and Andre 
Richardson speak well of the offensive line. The unit 
is led by seniors Derek Leinen and Josh Henson, 
and junior Calvin Menephee who provide a veteran 
base. Leinen and Henson started every game last 
season at tackle and guard respectively. Henson, 
however, was moved to center during the spring. 
Menephee started 10 games at the other tackle. 

Sophomore Jeremy Offutt started two games at 
tackle but was moved to guard in the spring. Red- 
shirt freshman Adam Davis emerged from the 
practice sessions as the top candidate at the other 
guard and has outstanding potential. 

On the defensive side of the ball, the Cowboys 


depth Ci 


OFFENSE (7) 


24 Terrance Richardson (So... 1); 80 Willie Grissom (So. 1) 
85 Alonzo Mayes (Jr., 2); 89 Jack Golden (So., 1) 
Derek Loinen (Sr, 3); 74 Chris Lewis {So., 1) 
Adam Davis (Fr., 0); 75 Jim Villanueva (Jr., 1) 
Josh Henson (St, 2); 51 David Snow Ur., 1} 
Jeremy Offutt (So., 1): 73 Blaine Cook (Fr., 0} 
Calvin Menephee (Jr, 2); 77 Andrew Golembrewski (Fr., 0) 
Kent Luck (Sr, 2); 82 Adam Edwards (Fr., 0) 
Toné Jones (S¢., 3); 44 Chris Chaloupka (Fr., 0) 
David Thompson (St, 3}; 25 Andre Richartison (Ur. 2) 
Brian Aikens (So.. 1); Marcus Whitehead (So., 0) 
Tim Sydnes (Fr., 0) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Jay Grosfield (Sr., 3); 5S Russelt Ensey (So., 0} 
Jamal Williams {So., 1); Cortney Maliory (Fr., 0) 
Billy Ensey (So., 1); Brandon Ashley Ur, 0) 

Louis Adams (Sr., 3); 42 Andret Waddle (So., 1) 
Billy Stone (So., 4); 52 Ryan Cambem (Sr., 2) 
Josh Green (So., 1); 53 Taber LeBlanc (So., 1) 
Tarrell Knauls (So., 4); 33 Jermaine Bitdow (So., 1) 
Jitu Criddle (Sr., 2); 29 5.8. Flowers (Fr., 0) 

Trent Fisher (Sr., 3); 5 Kevin Williams (Sr., 3) 
Courtney Gamer (Sr, 1); 10 Trent Alexander (So., 1} 
R.W. McQuarters (So., 1); 20 Terrance Vaughn (Fr.. 0} 
Jason Davis (r., 0) 
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have six starters back, including three defensive 
backs, The secondary, no doubt the strength of the 
defense, is led by outstanding cornerback R.W. 
McQuarters, a sophomore, and seniors Courtney 
Garner and Trent Fisher. McQuarters, who has also 
seen action at receiver, started every game except 
the opener against Nebraska, finishing with 62 
tackles, three interceptions and five pass break-ups. 
Garner, the strong, safety, started the last seven 
games. Fisher, the free safety, started every game 
and finished second on the team in tackles with 91. 

Senior cornerback Jitu Criddle, who has 4.3 
speed, has started, as has senior Kevin Williams. 

There is some experience returning on the line. 
Senior Jay Grosfield and sophomore Jamal Wil- 
liams are proven players at two of the three posi- 
tions up front. Grostield started 10 games last 
season, finishing with 48 tackles and a team-high 
seven sacks for 58 yards in losses. He also recov- 
cred a fumble. Williams started only three games 
but was a regular in the Cowboys’ rotation. He 
made 73 tackles, including eight for losses total- 
ing 17 yards. Williams was second on the team to 
Grostield in sacks with six for 34 yards in losses, 

Sophomore Billy Ensey went into spring prac- 
tice listed first on the depth chart at right defensive 
end, but junior Brandon Ashley, a transfer from 
‘Tennessee, could be the starter by the opener. 

Senior Louis Adams started every game at out- 
side linebacker. He made 44 tackles, intercepted a 
pass and broke up a team-high seven passes. Soph- 
omore Tarrell Knauls had an outstanding practice 
period and should end up as a starter along with 
Adams. Sophomores Andrel Waddle and Jermaine 
Birdow, and redshirt freshman Tom Bensen are 
among the young players who will compete in the 
fall for playing time at outside linebacker, 

Sophomores Josh Green and Billy Stone saw 
significant playing time as true freshmen and will 
start at strong-side and weak-side linebacker. 

Jason Davis, a juco transfer, will replace Greg 
Ivy, who helped Oklahoma State rank fourth 
nationally in net punting in 1995. Davis averaged 
43 yards per punt. Redshirt freshman Tim Syd- 
nes, who kicked an Oklahoma high school record 
63-yard field goal, will do the placekicking. 

McQuarters led the Big Eight in kickoff 
returns, averaging 24.1 yards on 32 returns. 
Andre Richardson was the Cowboys’ punt 
returner, Oklahoma State has ample room for 
improvement in punt returns after ranking 99th 
nationally last season. 

Simmons put Oklahoma State through an 
extremely physical spring practice. One scrim- 
mage lasted some 200 snaps. He means business. 
“We're going to build a solid program, and we're 
going to do it right — through recruiting, 
through freshmen,” he said, when he took the job. 

Simmons recruited well and has some freshmen 
who could step in immediately. The Cowboys 
could continue to improve in 1996 and yet their 
record might not be much better than last season 
because of the strength of the Big 12. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (ACC): 
1996 Pick: 


Fred Goldsmith 
3-8-0 (1-7-0) 
8th ACC 


fter a sparkling 1994 season that saw 
Duke finish 84 and play in the Hall of 
Fame Bowl, and first-year coach Fred 
Goldsmth garner national and ACC Coach of 
the Year honors, the Blue Devils tumbled to 3-8 
(1-7 in the Adantic Coast Conference) last fall. 

Goldsmith probably did a better coaching job 
last year, but everything that went right in '94 
went wrong last season. Now begins the real Gold- 
smith era at Duke. His own recruits have had a 
redshirt year and are ready to make a contribution, 
and the coaching staff is settled after some changes. 
The Blue Devils will be young and spirited. 

Duke must replace one of the nation’s top 
passers, Spence Fischer, only the second quarter- 
back in ACC history to throw for more than 
9,000 yards. Fischer finished his collegiate career 
ranked 17th on the NCAA’ all-time total offense 
list and 24th in passing yardage. 

The likely successors are junior Dave Green, 
Fischer's backup, and sophomore Matt Rader. 
The two battled during the spring, and the duel 
will continue until the season opener against 
Florida State. 

Goldsmith is delighted with the number and 
ability of his running backs. And once again he 
plans ro use them in two- and one-back sets. Gold- 
smith’s offensive alignment features an A-back and 
a B-back. The A-back can be used as a wide receiver 
or runner, The B-back is a tailback. Some of the 
runners are interchangeable. Juniors Matt DeOrio 
and Charles London can play both positions. 

Another junior, Laymarr Marshall, was the 
leading rusher last year with 708 yards and 13 
touchdowns, Marshall and London combined to 
give the Devils 1,000 yards from B-back. Sopho- 
more Reco Owens was effective at A-back. He 
became the team's go-to receiver, snagging 24 
passes for 239 yards. Junior Jeff Hodrick (34 
catches as a tight end last year) will see time at A- 
back as well. 

The receiving corps is one of the Blue Devils’ 
real strengths with most of the regulars back. As a 
freshman, wideout Corey Thomas caught 37 
passes for 558 yards and a team-high eight touch- 
downs, and appeared headed for All-ACC honors. 
Ankle and foot problems set him back, but he still 
had a solid sophomore season with 45 receptions 
and six TDs. The surprise of the year was wideout 
Marc Wilson, who as a junior led the team in 
catches with 47 for 531 yards and two scores. 
Senior Gerald Ford (11 catches) is the tight end. 

The main loss on the offensive line was three- 
year starter Jeroen Egge at center. Otherwise, the 
offensive line returns experience, size and quick- 
ness. Junior Chad Melita and senior Patrick Man- 
nelly are two of the best guards in the ACC. 
Melita is a third-year starter, and Mannelly played 
with an injured shoulder but still had a solid sea- 
son. With a year's experience and shoulder surgery 
during the off-season, he could have his best year. 
Senior Erik Dunlap can play at guard or tackle, 

Senior Phillip Chappell is back to play left 


Duke Blue Devils 


tackle, and the right tackle job could be a toss-up 
between sophomore Lennie Friedman and redshirt 
freshman Austin Smithwick. Center is unsettled. 
Junior John Gordon, a backup to Egge, could face 
a challenge from sophomore Aaron Duke. 

The Blue Devils are virtually starting from 
scratch along the defensive front, but “we have 
tremendous potential,” according to Goldsmith. 
“The kids we're looking at can run better and 
longer than those we've had there in the past. 
They're beating the old times by 10-20 seconds. 
They're good athletes, basketball types.” 

Redshirt freshman Chris Combs is 6-6 but runs 
like a linebacker. He's got a shot at one end but the 
likely starter is senior Curtiss Bunch. At the other 
end, sophomore Chris Ruzic could be a factor. 


__ depth Ria 


OFFENSE (7) 


Corey Thomas Ur., 2); 16 Dominique Flemming (Sx. 3} 
Phillip Chappell (Sr,, 3); 78 Adam Padgett (Fr., 0) 
Patrick Mannelly ($t,, 3); 63 Enk Dunlap (Sr., 0) 
John Gordon (Jr., 2); 57 Aaron Duke (So,, 0) 
Chad Melita (Jr, 2); 75 Rob Hines (Fr,, 0) 
Lennie Fredman (So,, 1); 56 Austin Seithwick (Fr., 0} 
Gerald Ford (Sr., 3); 84 Tory Liferidge (Fr., 0) 
Dave Green Ur, 0); 17 Matt Rader (So., 1) 

Reco Owens (So., 1); 9 Jeff Hodrick (Jr., 2) 
Laymarr Marshall (Jc, 2); 35 Charles London Ur., 2) 
Mare Wilson (St, 2); 81 Joe Opalenick Lir., 2) 
Sims Leonhardt (Fr... 0) 


DEFENSE (3) 
Curtiss Bunch (Sr., 3); 93 Chris Combs (Fr. 0) 
Eric Scanian (So,, 1); 72 Andy Bryant (Fr., 0) 
Chris Ruzic (So., 1); 82 Joey Bachstein (Fr...) 
Brian McCormack (So., 1); 83 Jim Sitter (Sr. 1) 
Chike Egbuniwe (Jt., 2}; 44 Ryen Stalimeyer (Fr., 0) 
Bitty Granville {Sr,, 3); 45 Jim Kovach (So,, 1) 
LeVance McQueen (Jr,, 2); 42 Lyle Burdine (So.. 0) 
Kenan Holley (So,, 1}; 28 Alonzo Moyer (Fr.. 0) 
Darius Clark (Fr., 0}; 40 Brian Krenzel (So., 0} 
Tawambi Setties (Jt, 2); 23 Eric Jones (Fr., 0) 
Brandon Pollock (Sr.. 3); 24 Desi Thomas (So., 1) 
John Krueger (St, 3) 
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Pushing him is redshirt freshman Jocy Bachstein. 

There is some experience at nose guard. Sopho- 
more Eric Scanlan started half of the games in "95 
and notched 34 tackles, three for losses. 

The linebacking positions will boast a new cast. 
The outside is young, quick, spirited and tal- 
ented. Junior LeVance McQueen (43. tackles) 
could make a difference if he regains his academic 
eligibility. Duke hopes injury-plagued senior 
inside linebacker Billy Granville will regain his 
All-ACC form of two years ago. 

Sophomore Chris Norkus, one of the quickest 
*backers on the squad, is a fine prospect on the 
outside. So is fellow sophomore Lyle Burdine, who 


= got hurt on the third day of practice, underwent 


knee surgery and missed the '95 season. Kevin 
Lewis is another challenger for the bandit line- 
backer spot. 


The receiving corps is 
one of the Blue Devils’ 
real strengths as 
most of the regulars 
are back. 


Says Goldsmith, “If McQueen gets back, | can’t 
see keeping four players at the bandit position. 
We'd probably move somebody inside.” 

The top Devil at the kat linebacking post is 
sophomore Brian McCormack, who started the 
season finale against North Carolina. The inside 
positions are a little thin. Projected starters are 
Granville, who had 70 stops despite missing five 
games duc to injuries, and junior Chike Egbuniwe, 
the team's leading returning tackler with 84. 

Keep an cye on redshirt freshman Ryan 
Stallmeyer. Sophomore Jim Kovach is back after 
shoulder surgery and could be a major contributor. 

All-ACC safety Ray Farmer is gone, but the 
Blue Devils should have ample replacements. 
Junior free safety Tawambi Settles placed high in 
almost every defensive category. His 76 tackles 
were fourth-best on the team. 

Redshirt freshmen Darius Clark and Eric 
Jones, and sophomore Brian Krenzel will battle 
for the rover (strong safety) spot. Senior Brandon 
Pollock (13 tackles) and sophomore Kenan Hol- 
ley (22 stops) are pencilled in at the corners. 

Duke has one of the leading punters in the 
ACC in senior John Krueger, who averaged 40.6 
yards on 62 kicks. Placekicker Tom Cochran has 
graduated, and redshirt freshman Sims Lenhardt 
should step into his shoes. 

Adam Geis, Dominique Flemming and Owens 
handle the punt returns, and Cedric Tate and 
Charles London do the same on kickoffs. 

Look for Duke to finish somewhere between its 
84 record of 1994 and its 3-8 mark of last year, 
battling with Wake Forest to stay out of the ACC 
cellar. But despite the apparent falloff, Goldsmith 
is building a solid program. His players are 
younger and faster, and that could spell trouble 
for opponents. 
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Hawaii Rainbow Warriors 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Fred vonAppen 
4-8-0 (2-6-0) 
6th WAC Pacific 


he West Coast Offense never ventured this 
far west. 

Fred vonAppen is bringing San  Fran- 
cisco’s offensive scheme (he spent 1983-88 on 
coach Bill Walsh's staff, and the 49ers won two 
Super Bowls in that stretch) to the islands, marking 
a dramatic change from Hawaii's option attack. 

“I don't know how well our guys will adapt to it, 
but they're excited about it,” says vonAppen. 

Bob Wagner had the Rainbows rising when his 
1992 team went 11—2-1 and defeated Illinois in 
the Holiday Bowl. However, the program slipped 
to 13-221 over the next three seasons, including 
4-8 last year. The losses and resulting attendance 
drop cost Wagner his job. 

Enter vonAppen, 54, an intriguing personality 
now in his 16th college or pro coaching position 
since 1967, with his last stint as Colorado’ defen- 
sive ends coach. His college coaching stops include 
Stanford, Oregon, Arkansas, Pittsburgh, UCLA, 
Virginia Tech and Linfield (Ore.), his alma mater. 

VonAppen, whose interests include classical 
music and literature, is best known for a demand- 
ing approach to the game. 

“He'll bring a disciplined, hard-nosed style of 
football to Hawaii,” says Colorado State defensive 
coordinator Larry Kerr. 

The Rainbow Warriors discovered that last win- 
ter, when they participated in 6 a.m. workouts four 
days a week. It allowed them a chance to show their 
commitment to the program and an opportunity 
to attend carly morning classes, since they were 
already out of bed. 

Senior quarterback Glenn Freitas and junior 
Johnny Macon have substantial experience, but not 
running this type of offense. Freitas rushed for 12 
touchdowns and led the nation in scoring for a 
month in the season's middle, but he attempted 
only 63 passes in nine games. Macon did the most 
passing of Hawaii's four quarterbacks but com- 
pleted only 45 percent of his tosses. 

Former NFL quarterback Guy Benjamin, the 
Rainbows Warriors’ offensive coordinator, is 
charged with molding Freitas and Macon into 
dropback passers. The 49ers are extremely popular 
in Hawaii, creating excitement for the new offense, 
but Rainbow fans should not expect to cheer on 
anybody resembling Steve Young. 

With Brett Washington and ‘Tupu Alualu gone, 
the Rainbows start fresh with a two-back set that 
replaces the old scheme of one true back and wvo 
slotbacks, operating mostly as receivers, 

The first chore for Benjamin and the offensive 
staff was to evaluate their tailbacks and fullbacks. 
During spring practice, sophomore Russell Grant 
had the inside track at tailback with senior Tony 
Thomas as backup. At fullback, senior Paul Purdy 
and junior Lonn Kalama were running one-two. 
Junior college transfer Aidsand Riggins could make 
an immediate impact as a running back. 

Sophomore wide receiver Dillan Micus tallied 31 
catches last season, runner-up to Eddie Klaneski 
with 36, Micus should thrive in the new offense. 
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He caught six passes for 145 yards against Air 
Force, including a 77-yard touchdown. 

With senior Gerald Lacey and junior Jason Mane 
also having experience, and Bo Parks transferring 


from junior college, Hawaii should not have a 
shortage of competent receivers. 

There was no tight end in the former offense. 
Ryan Green, a senior tight end out of work after 
Pacific dropped football, transferred. Green and 
vonAppen may be a perfect fit considering the tight 
end plays a key role in the 49ers passing scheme 
that the Rainbow Warriors will employ. 

The offensive front could be Hawaii's strength, 
but the players must learn how to block for a drop- 
back quarterback. 

Junior center Shane Oliveira and senior right 


etiichart 


OFFENSE (7) 


Dillan Micus (So., 1); 6 Jason Mane (Jr,, 2) 
Kaulana Noa (Fr., 0); 63 Adrian Klemm (Fr, 0) 
76 Bobby Singh (So,, 1); 78 Conrad Paulo (Jr, 2) 
65 Shane Oliveira (Jr., 2); 73 Sione Tafuna (Fr., 0) 
58 C.B. Wentling (Sr. 1); 68 Andrew Phillips (Fr. 0} 
70 Hauoll Wong (So,, 1); 59 fosefa Pua’aull (Fr., 0) 
84 Ryan Green (Sr., 0); 16 Gary Ellison (Ur., 2) 
2 
85 
42 


~ 
- 


Johnny Macon Us., 2); 12 Glenn Freitas (Sr., 3) 
Gerald Lacey (St. 3); 3 Jason Vaughn (So., 0) 
Paui Purdy (Sr., 1); 22 Loan Kalama (r., 2) 
31 Russell Grant (So., 0}; 8 Tony Thomas {Sr., 2} 
37 Carlton Oswalt (St., 2) 


DEFENSE (5) 


53 Brian Chapman (Jt., 2); 35 Morrie Roe Ur., 4) 

79 Ben Bright (So., 1); 99 Kasey Jackson (Fr. 0) 
98 Kone Salavea (Sr., 0); 92 Tony Tuioti (Fr, 0) 

91 Gavin Hess (Jr, 0); 83 Ellie Kapihe Ur, 2) 

47 Punahou Aina (Je, 2); 38 Kamuela Cobb Adams (So., 0) 
13 Peter Salavea (So., 0); 19 Mark Jenkins {Jr.. 2) 
52 tesa Malava (Sc, 2); 17 Greg Roach (S¢., 2) 
44 
26 


BAvsESHRAKSE 


Gary Graham (Jf,, 2); 41 Mike Langford (Jr., 0) 
Jonathan Barretto (So.. 1), 25 Doe Henderson (Sr., 2) 
9 Niko Vitale (Sr., 0); 43 Damian Arafiles (So., 0) 
42 Ronnie Camacho (So., 1); 27 Al Hunter (Jt.,) 
26 Chad Shrout (So., 0} 
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guard C.B, Wentling apparendy will anchor the 
line, with sophomore Bobby Singh at left guard, 
freshman Kaulana Noa at left tackle and sopho- 
more Hauoli “Joe” Wong returning at right tackle. 
No matter how clever Benjamin's scheme is, it will 
not work unless the line responds. Hawaii was 
eighth in the WAC in total offense last year. 

Defensive coordinator Don Lindsey, best known 
for his work at Southern California, will incorpo- 
rate different looks up front and adjust to down- 
and-distance situations, He'll have to be flexible 
because, as vonAppen says, “We don't have enough 
front people.” 

Run-stopping trouble led to Hawaii’s No. 7 
WAC ranking in total defense. 

In a three-man line last season, junior Brian 
Chapman played considerably at nose guard. 
Sophomore Ben Bright and junior Morrie Roe had 
experience at tackle and end respectively. 

In vonAppen’s first spring sessions at Hawaii, 
Chapman was starting at left end with Roe No. 2 
at the position. Kone Salavea, a senior, apparently 
has won the job at nose tackle, and junior Gavin 
Hess was the leader at right end. 

VonAppen'’s staff heavily recruited junior col- 
lege linebackers, with junior outside linebacker 
Punahou Aina (second on the team with 6.5 
tackles a game) the only returning starter. After 
spring workouts, sophomore Peter Salavea was 
the starter in the middle and senior Lesa Maiava 
was inside. 

The Hawaii secondary was struggling at the end 
of the last year. Considerable changes in the depth 
chart might occur as the team nears its opening 
game. However, sophomore cornerbacks Jonathan 
Barretto and Ronnie Camacho, senior free safety 
Niko Vitale and junior rover Gary Graham were 
getting a lot of attention in the spring. Cornerback 
Doe Henderson also returns after missing the 1995 
season with a back injury. He has amassed 147 
tackles in 33 career games. 

Senior kicker Carlton Oswalt made 7-of-9 field 
goals attempted. Sophomore punter Chad Shrout 
(38.6-yard average) nailed a 78-yarder. Lacey aver- 
aged 20.4 yards on 10 kickoff returns. 

It will take a while for vonAppen to find the per- 
sonnel to make his scheme work. As he says, “We 
want to have a disciplined, well-oiled machine, but 
whether we get to that very quickly, I don't know.” 

The Rainbow Warriors should return to playing 
aggressively and spiritedly, creating interest in Hon- 
olulu and making Aloha Stadium a hostile envi- 
ronment for foes, but they're a long way from 
contending in their division. The new staff will 
have to work hard to develop young players. 

“There's a lot of time left to coach them,” von- 
Appen says. 

The key to this season is improving from week to 
week as the players become more familiar with the 
new offense and its intricacies. 

“Its going to be a transition for them, because 
they've been an option team for so long,” says Air 
Force coach Fisher DeBerry. 
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Kentucky Wildcats 


Head Coach: Bill Curry 
1995 Record (SEC): 4-7-0 (2-6-0) 
1996 Pick: 6th SEC East 


_ mid the forecasts of blue-hued doom for 

A 1995, Kentucky coach Bill Curry never 
flinched. His chiseled jaw didn’t quiver. 

His self-assurance and resolve were rewarded with 

a 4~7 season, not what he had hoped for, but good 
enough to quiet talk of his impending departure. 

“T learned a long time ago to not waste my time 
by listening to all those so-called experts who 
want to tell you what's going to happen before it 
happens,” Curry says. “People on the outside 
have no true understanding of what goes on 
inside a team.” 

Curry believes the four wins and some encour- 
aging near-misses — specifically, a 34-31 heart- 
breaker against Tennessee and four other losses by 
10 points or less — serve as a foundation for bet- 
ter days. 

Also prominent in that foundation is the arrival 
of coveted quarterback signee Tim Couch. 

But the optimism is tempered by the departure 
of All-SEC running back Moe Williams, who 
chose the NFL draft (Minnesota, third round) over 
his final season at Kentucky. Also gone is Mike 
Archer, defensive coordinator for the past three 
years, who joined the NFLs Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Prevailing wisdom holds that quarterback Billy 
Jack Haskins is merely a caretaker until superstar- 
in-waiting Couch comes of age and learns the 
plays. But don’t sell Haskins short. 

Curry acknowledges that Couch has “as much 
potential as any player we've brought to the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky” but adds that he has profound 
respect for Haskins, whose leadership qualities 
override some physical shortcomings. 

Haskins, a junior, has the respect of his team- 
mates. Before opting for the NFL, Williams clas- 
sified Haskins’ leadership as “unreal . . . he just 
took over out there.” 

Haskins played the last two games with a sep- 
arated shoulder, and his 47-yard touchdown run 
against ‘Tennessee, on which he bounced off a 
half-dozen would-be tacklers, was impressive. 

In the mix for backup roles are redshirt freshman 
Greg Hergott and junior Kevin Wright, a transfer 
from Livingston University. 

How do you replace an All-SEC back like Wil- 
liams, who ran for 1,600 yards and 17 touch- 
downs? You don’t. Senior Raymond McLaurin 
gets first shot as featured back in offensive coor- 
dinator Elliot Uzelac’s one-back set, though his 
relative lack of experience is a concern. 

Two redshirt freshmen, Anthony White and 
Lee Wesley, are also in the picture. 

Michael Woodfork, a senior, plays fullback 
when the 'Cats switch to a two-back set in short- 
yardage situations. 

If there is one position that Kentucky has 
upgraded in the last couple of years it is wide 
receiver, Swift sophomore Craig Yeast, who had 
24 catches and was named to the Freshman All- 
SEC team, is an example of the increased speed 
and skill on the flank that has added diversity to 
the offense. He teams with junior Kio Sanford, 


Tim Couch 


sophomore Kevin Coleman and junior college 
transfer Marvin Love to provide inviting targets. 
Love, the California state junior college cham- 
pion in the 100 meters, could be one of the top 
newcomers in the SEC. 

The Wildcats’ basic offense calls for wo tight 
ends, and both regulars are back, senior Isaac 
Curtis III and junior Marcus Cross. Junior Dar- 
rin Clark may start at one tight end. 

The offensive line is an area of concern due to 
injury and disciplinary actions. Junior John 
Schlarman, Kentucky's top lineman, suffered a 
major knee injury in spring practice and is ques- 
tionable. He might switch from center to left 
guard when his knee allows it, with sophomore 
Jason Watts stepping in at center. 


Ci chat 


OFFENSE (5) 
(So., 


St., 3); Larry Coleman (Fr.. 0} 
sis Comstock (So., 1}; David De La Perralie (F., 0) 
John Schiarman (Jc, 2); 73 Citf Baley Ux, 0) 

Jason Watts (So., 1); Dan Rossman (Fr.. 0) 
Dofedhoy Homer {3} 56 Gad Bening (80. 2) 
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DEFENSE (6) 


Kurt Supe (St, 3): 55 Jeff Tanner (Sr., 3) 
Mark Jacobs (So... 1); 78 Quincy Boll (So.. 1) 
Chris Ward (St., 3); 68 Thad Corbin (Ur. 2) 
96 Jason Thomas (So., 1); Harold Belt (e.. 0) 
5 Lamont Smith (Je, 2); 44 David Ginn (Je, 2) 
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4 Littleton Ward (Jr., 2); 31 Shamsee Arulogun (Ft., 0) 
Jimmy Carter (So., 1) 
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Junior Brandon Jackson was dismissed from 
the team in the spring. Although Curry did not 
close the door on his return, his absence leaves 
the line in a state of flux, with senior DeAnthony 
Honaker moving to the No. 1 unit. Sophomore 
Jonas Liening starts at right tackle, The left tackle 
could be sophomore Kris Comstock. Newcomer 
David De La Perralle also is in the mix. 

Left defensive end Kurt Supe, a senior, got off 
to a fast start last year and was leading the SEC in 
sacks through three games before suffering a 
broken arm. He is back at full speed and should 
be a force on the flank. Sophomore Jason 


= Thomas is the likely starter at the other end, with 


senior Chris Ward moving inside to defensive 
tackle. 

Junior Thad Corbin, sophomores Mark Jacobs 
and Quincy Bell, and freshman George Massey 
figure into the rotation at tackle. 

_ Lack of proven depth is the big concern at line- 


“People on the 
outside have no true 
understanding of what 
goes on inside a team.” 
— Bill Curry 


backer. Senior Mike Schellenberger led the team 
in tackles last year and is a sure starter at middle 
linebacker in the 4-3 defensive set, with junior 
Lamont Smith playing the left linebacker spot. 
The third position is uncertain, although junior 
Dele Ali is the likely starter. Redshirt freshman 
Anwar Stewart is another possibility. 

Defensive backs coach Rick Smith has the 
added responsibility of defensive coordinator. His 
promotion comes at a time when he is faced with 
rebuilding the secondary. Smith hopes senior free 
safety Van Hiles, who missed much of last season 
after suffering concussions, can get back up to 
speed. Junior Littleton Ward and sophomore 
Tony Woods are also in the picture at cornerback. 

Senior Leman Boyd returns at strong safety and 
is a proven commodity. He recorded 79 tackles 
and led the team with three interceptions. Senior 
Kiyo Wilson, who has played most of his career 
at cornerback, can play free safety as well. 

Junior college transfer Tobin Anderson en- 
rolled at midterm and is pushing for the dual role 
of placekicker and punter. He made 20-of-27 
field-goal attempts in junior college. Jimmy 
Carter, who posted a 35.6-yard average as a fresh- 
man, will likely be the punter. 

The return game should be exciting, with 
wideouts Sanford and Yeast the key return men. 

Curry’s job security may depend on whether 
Kentucky can replace the close calls of '95 with 
wins. Since Williams isn’t there to carry the ‘Cats, 
Curry may be forced to bring along Couch more 
quickly than he had hoped. 

With four daunting road games (at Florida, 
Alabama, LSU and Tennessee), Kentucky will 
have a tough time getting over .500 and doesn't 
figure to make much headway in the SEC East. 
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Indiana Hoosiers 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Ten): 
1996 Pick: 


Bill Mallory 
2-9-0 (0-8-0) 
11th Big Ten 


ndiana was the flip side to Northwestern in the 
ig Ten last season. Everything went right for the 

/ildcats, who finished 8-0 in league play to 
advance to the Rose Bowl. Bur everything went horri- 
bly wrong for the Hoosiers, who finished 0-8 in the 
conference — a return to the “Bad OJ’ Days” that 
seemed behind them. 

Northwestern is no more determined this fall to 
prove that its 1995 season was nota fluke than Indiana 
is to prove that its 95 campaign was. 

Which makes those two teams’ Big Ten opener — 
against cach other Sept. 28 in Bloomington — all the 
more interesting. 

Bill Mallory checked into Indiana in 1984 as the 
Hoosiers’ third coach in three years with the program 
at a nadir (Mallory’s first team finished 0-11). 
Improvement came quickly, and the Hoosiers didn't 
lose to Northwestern from 1985-94, Uneil last season, 
Indiana made six bowl trips (after making only vo 
previously) and recorded six winning seasons, plus ovo 
others at S—6 and another (1986) at 6-5 before a bowl 
loss to Florida State. 

From 1986-94, Mallory’s teams won five or more 
games each year. Only once in 99 seasons before the 
coach arrived had Indiana's football program won five 
or more games in four consecutive years. Mallory 
entered 1995 expecting another solid season: 6-5 and 
a bowl maybe, 5-6 at worst, 74 or 8-3 if things went 
well. The question mark seemed to be an inexperi- 
enced defense. 

Surprisingly, the defense did well. However, the 
offense splintered due to injuries, First, a mostly vet- 
eran line couldn’t overcome a string of injuries until 
Game 9 against Northwestern, Next, standout run- 
ning back Alex Smith was felled for half the season by 
injuries. Then a knee injury sidelined quarterback 
Chris Dittoe, who never came close to the production 
anticipated from him. 

Now Mallory regroups, hoping that the offensive 
line will remain intact and effective this year, that 
Smith will display the prowess he showed as a fresh-man 
(1994) and that Dittoe regains his passing form. 

This could be the year the Hoosiers were building 
toward until the unanticipated collapse last fall. If that 
was an aberration, prospects could brighten quickly for 
Indiana — as quickly as they did, say, for Northwest- 
ern from "94 to 95, 

The responsibility for developing Dittoc, a 6-6 
senior, has been handed to new quarterbacks coach Kit 
Cartwright, who worked with signal-callers at Michi- 
gan when 6-5 Todd Collins sparkled. Dittoe missed 
two games and threw for 1,214 yards last year, with just 
six interceptions (in 196 attempts) but only three 
touchdown passes. 

Mallory would prefer to redshirt incoming freshman 
Farl Haniford, the highest-rated Indiana high school 
quarterback since Jeff George. Haniford’s four-year 
high school numbers (11,100 yards, No. 3 all-time 
nationally; 111 touchdowns, No. 5 all-time) may make 
shelving him difficult, unless Dittoe reaches the 
promise Mallory has seen in the big quarterback since 
Indiana beat Michigan in a recruiting battle for his ser- 
vices five years ago. 


152 


Anthony Thompson was a two-year consensus All- 
American and Heisman Trophy runner-up, and 
Vaughn Dunbar was consensus All-America one year 
and a No. 1 NFL draft pick. Without question, Mal- 
lory has had great tailbacks at Indiana. 

Smith rates with them, except in luck. Neither 
Thompson ner Dunbar ever missed a game after 
assuming starting roles. Smith was comparably durable 
as a freshman, when his 1,475 yards ranked No, 3 all- 
time for a rookie (behind Tony Dorsett and Herschel 


Walker). But injuries hampered him in the spring of 


95, in preseason, in midseason and again this spring 
when a hamstring caused trouble. 

“Alex is a difference-maker,” Mallory says of the 
junior tailback. “When you see him go, you see how 
much you missed him,” 


depth 


OFFENSE (9) 


Dorian Wilkerson (Jr, 2); 4 Jean Paul (So., 0) 
Ben Klusmeyer Ur., 2); 92 Curt Goode {So., 1} 
Chris Liwienski (Jr, 2); 78 Craig Robeen (Fr., 0} 
Michael Mihelic (Sr., 3); 65 Matt Snyder (Fr., 0) 
Jay Seib (Sr., 3); 54 Chris Lee Ur, 2) 

Tom Lukawski (Sr., 3); 69 George Batalis (Sr, 1) 
62 Greg Jenkins (So., 1); 79 Khalfani Banks Ur., 1} 
16 Ajamu Stoner (St., 2); 2 Damion Matthews (So.. 1} 
14 Chris Dittoe (Sr, 3); 19 Jeff Kirn (So., 0) 

23 Alex Smith (Jc, 2); 41 Eugene Jones (Fr., 0} 
37 
90 
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Steve Lee (St, 3); 40 Civis Gall (So., 1) 
Bill Manolopoulos (St, 3) 


DEFENSE (7) 


98 Nathan Davis (Sr., 3); 68 Jason Czap (Fr., 0} 

G7 Benyard Jones Ur., 1); 76 Victor Allotey (Jr., 2) 
Bo Berzilauskas {So., 1); 96 Yeronime Ciriaco {Fr., 0) 
Adewale Ogunieye (Fr., 0); 87, Aaron Witiams (So., 0) 
Matt Surface (Sc, 2); 58 Brad Gecina (Fr.. 0) 
Jamie Baisley (Sr., 3); 49 Ai Phillips (Fr. 0) 

Jabar Robinson (Fr., 1); 18 James Lamar (Fr. 0} 
Eric Alien (St., 2); 30 Nathan Rabideau (Sr., 2} 
47 Aaron Wamecke (Jt., 2); 13 Kywin Supernaw (r., 0) 
Joey Eloms (Jr, 2); G Patrick Shaw (Fr., 0} 

Joe King (Jr.,.2); 40 Jason May (Jr, 4) 

Alan Sutkowskl (Jr, 1) 
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Senior Steve Lee, a virtual third guard at fullback, 
likely to rush a little more this year, now that a shot 
der problem has been corrected. He logged 27 carri 
for 122 yards last season. 

With Dittoe off form and his protection shaky, Inc 
ana’ receivers were difficult to grade, but wideo 
Ajamu Stoner, now a senior, and tight end Ben Klu 
meyer, a junior, fell sharply in production. They shou 
get help from junior Dorian Wilkerson and some | 
the six receivers in the recruiting class. 

Only two new offensive linemen were needed goir 
into ‘95, and all of last year's season-ending start 
return. Neither experience nor size will be a probler 
and Mallory thinks some of his returnees, notab 
senior center Jay Seib and brainy senior guard ‘To 
Lukawski, can be standouts. Joining the pair will | 
junior tackle Chris Liwienski and senior gua 
Michael Mihelic, The other tackle will be one of a ps 
of sophomores, Greg Jenkins or Khalfani Banks. 

Senior defensive end Nathan Davis, an All-Ame: 
can shot putter the last two years, may be ¢ 
Hoosiers’ best player. “I know there are other ends 
our league that are better known,” Mallory say 
“Ohio State has wwo and there's the kid from Wisco 
sin (Tarek Saleh), but Nate can be as good as there | 
Nobody embarrassed him last year.” 

The other end may be redshirt freshman Adews 
Ogunleye, whose quickness complements Davis’ ove 
all game. Mallory plans to use a combination of fo: 
defensive tackles, including former high school A\ 
American Bo Barzilauskas, a sophomore, and juni 
Benyard Jones. 

Senior Jamie Baisley mans the middle lineback 
spot, flanked by senior Matt Surface and redshirt fres! 
man Jabar Robinson. Backups include redshirt fres 
men James Lamar, Al Phillips and Brad Gecina. 

For the third straight year, Mallory has moved a co 
nerback to free safety, and spring drills indicated th 
senior Eric Allen may handle the switch even bett 
than predecessors Lance Brown and Eric Smedk 
both NFL draftees. Junior cornerbacks Joey Elon 
and Joe King enjoyed outstanding springs, and juni 
strong safety Aaron Warnecke led the Hoosiers 
tackles with 99. 

Placekicker Bill Manolopoulos was All-Big Ten as 
freshman, but he injured a shoulder high-fiving aft 
attempting a field goal two years ago. Surgery co 
rected that problem, and Manolopoulos is expected 
be solid as a senior. 

Junior punter Alan Sutkowski had to outduel sche 
arship kickers to earn his job last year, but the wal 
on’s 42.1-yard average was No. 2 in the Big Ten. Ki 
coverage was a problem, and it's getting Mallor 
attention — to the extent that freshmen may be us: 
to ensure that punts and kickoffs get much better co 
erage. 

The Hoosiers have a chance this season to catapt 
themselves from league flop to league surprise. T) 
key is passing (Dittoe) and rushing (Smith). If ¢ 
Hoosiers can score, they can win. Their defen 
should be Big Ten-competitive, and Davis may be ge 
ting NFL and All-America looks. 
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Wake Forest Demon Deacons 


Head Coach: Jim Caldwell 
1995 Record (ACC): 1-10-0 (0-8-0) 
1996 Pick: 9th ACC 


As defeat followed defeat in a 1-10 season, 
Wake Forest coach Jim Caldwell was sorely 


B was not a time for faint hearts. 


tempted to strip the red shirts from the 20 prom- 
ising freshmen hed stored for future program 
insurance. He set his jaw and resisted. 

“Td made up my mind I wasn't going to use 
redshirt freshmen, though it was tempting and 
we had some injuries,” Caldwell says. “Some- 
times you have to take a step backward for the 
(long-term) welfare and development of a pro- 
gram.” 

Result: Though the Demon Deacons’ program 
is still in the building phase, Caldwell will have 
the most depth he's had at Wake Forest since he 
took the job in 1993. Not only that, but he has 
recruited more speed and size, 

“Because of our youth and inexperience, we 
should show improvement as the season moves 
on,” says Caldwell. “We are basically an under- 
class team, but I think our talent level has defi- 
nitely improved.” 

Because of an unproductive running game, the 
Deacons finished 1995 under a barrage of Rusty 
LaRue aerials. As a senior last year, LaRue set 
NCAA records by completing 146 passes for 
1,524 yards in the last three games of the season 
as the Deacons scored 72 points. Unfortunately, 
opponents scored 118 and won all three. 

Sophomore Brian Kuklick returns from a med- 
ical redshirt year to lay claim to the quarterback 
job. He had won the starting assignment by the 
second game of "95, against Tulane, then suffered 
a broken arm and was lost for the season. Says 
Caldwell, “He has all the tools: arm strength, 
knowledge of the game and a desire to win, We're 
excited about him,” Kuklick could get a challenge 
from strong-armed junior David Cerchio. 

Senior tailback John Lewis ran for a team-high 
304 yards in a lackluster ground attack and also 
caught 23 passes, He is a strong 228-pounder 
who bench-presses more than 400 pounds and 
has 4.6 speed. 

Sophomore Wandé Shaw returns at fullback 
and will receive competition from seniors Gardell 
Chayis and LaDwaun Harrison, 

Junior Darrell Braswell, who backed up team 
leader Marlon Estes at flanker, is the top return- 
ing pass catcher. He totaled 51 receptions for 557 
yards and a touchdown, 

The split end position again will be shared by 
senior Dan Ballou (26 catches, 333 yards, two 
TDs) and junior Thabiti Davis (36 catches, 415 
yards, two TDs). Sophomores Desmond Clark 
(24 catches, 236 yards, one score) and Brandon 
Perry are other quality wideouts. 

Sophomore Joe Zalenka is the prototype tight 
end at 6-5, 254, and offers a serious challenge to 
senior William Clark, who started at that posi- 
tion last season. 

Wake Forest's offensive linemen are getting 
bigger and stronger, and a good example is soph- 
omore tackle Jeff Flowe (6-6, 293), who returns 


after missing the "95 season with a knee problem, 
Elsewhere in the line, returning starters include 
senior Doug Marsigli and junior Taris Clark at 
the guards and senior Tony Yarnall at tackle. Sen- 
ior Bill Leeder moves up at center, 

Things are looking up for the troops on the 
first line of defense. Not only do the Deacons 
have more numbers, they also have more matur- 
ity, size and strength. 

Sophomore Kelvin Jones appears to have the 
inside track at one end. Jones has bench-pressed 
460 pounds and is a fierce competitor. He had 19 
tackles, including four for losses, and two sacks 
last year in a reserve role. Junior Chad Alexander, 
a converted tight end with size and speed, has 
been moved to defensive end to tap some high- 
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OFFENSE (7) 


Dan Ballou (St., 3); 81 Thabiti Davis (Jr., 2) 
Jeff Flowe (So., 1); 77 Brian Walls (Fr,, 0) 
Doug Marsigil (Sr., 3); 60 Sam Settar (Ft, 0) 
Bill Leeder (Sr,, 3}; 58 Rob Hyman (Jr, 1) 
Taris Clark (Jt., 1); 65 Chris Gaskell (Jr., 4) 

" Tony Yamaill (St., 3); 76 Brian Wolverton (Ft., 0) 
Joe Zelenka (So., 4); 89 William Clark (St. 2) 
Dorrell Braswell (Jr,, 2): 83 Desmond Clark (So., 1) 
Brian Kuklick {So,, 1): 12 David Cerchio (Jr, 0) 
Wandé Shaw (So., 1); 21 Gardell Chavis (Sr, 3) 
John Lewis (Sr., 2); 26 Herman Lewis Ur, 2) 
Bill Hollows (St., 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Kevin Jones (So., 1); 56 Rufus Taylor (Fr., 0) 
Robert Fatzinger (Jr, 2); 73 Kelvin Shackleford (F., 0) 
Haroid Gragg (Sr. 3}; 95 Ajamont Joyner Ur, 2) 
Chad Alexander (Jr. 1); 70 Clinton Wilburn (Fr.. 0} 
David Zadet (Je, 2); 48 Mark Mahovec (So., 1) 
Kelvin Moses (So., 1); 52 Marquis Taylor Ur. 1) 
Jon Mannon (So., 11; 43 Dustin Lyman (Fr., 0} 
D'Angelo Solomon (Je, 2}: 24 Damon Daniel (So.. 1) 
Terrence Suber (Sr., 3); 14 Tom Stuetzer (Sr, 3) 
DaLawn Parrish (So., 1); 38 Jeffrey Muyres (So.. 1) 
Major Gnéfey (Sr., 2}; 23 Reggie Austin (Fr., 0) 
Tripp Moore (So., 0} 
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potential pass-rushing skills and will start oppo- 
site Jones. 

Junior tackle Robert Fatzinger has developed 
into a very steady down lineman since moving 
into the lineup two years ago. His relief is redshirt 
freshman Kelvin Shackleford. Senior Harold 
Gragg is running ahead of junior Aljamont 
Joyner at the other tackle. 

“We're depending on Gragg to come through 
and serve as leader of the front four,” says Caldwell. 
Other tackle possibilities include senior Jerome 
Simpkins and redshirt freshman Fred Robbins. 

Wake always seems to come up with a super 
linebacker who places among the tackling leaders 
in the ACC, A few years ago, it was Kevin Giles; 
last year, it was Tucker Grace and his 128 hits. 
But Grace has graduated, leaving sophomore Kel- 
vin Moses, the team’s second-leading tackler a 
year ago (101 stops, 11 tackles for losses), to step 
into the role of Deacon hit man. 


“Sometimes you have 
to take a step backward 
for the (long-term) welfare 
and development 
of a program.” 

— Jim Caldwell 


Junior David Zadel, an end last year, could start 
at one of the remaining two linebacker spots, and 
sophomore Jon Mannon, who played one game 
before suffering a back injury and taking a medical 
redshirt season, could be a factor at the other. 

The Deacons could find more linebacking tal- 
ent in their growing numbers. The ranks include 
junior Marquis Taylor, sophomore Mark Mako- 
vec, and redshirt freshmen Dustin Lyman, Ben 
Stafford, Kevin Smith and Abdul Guice. Lyman, 
in particular, has vast potential. Stafford, a grad- 
uate of the same high school in Florida that sent 
Brian Piccolo to Wake Forest, has been switched 
from tight end, 

The secondary will have to regroup to some 
extent before the start of the season. The Deacons 
lost two starting defensive backs but return expe- 
rience in junior cornerback D'Angelo Solomon 
and senior strong safety Terrence Suber. 

Sophomores Jeffrey Muyres and DaLawn Par- 
rish are battling at free safety. Senior Major Grif- 
fey is the top candidate at the other cornerback. 

Senior placekicker Bill Hollows made good on 
only 6-of-14 field-goal attempts and may face 
stiff competition from incoming freshman Matt 
Burdick. The most likely Deacon punter is soph- 
omore Tripp Moore. 

Junior Myles Savage averaged 27.6 yards on 
nine kickoff returns. Solomon will handle most 
of the punt returns, 

The Demon Deacons will be deeper, bigger 
and faster, but they remain very young and are 
breaking in a new quarterback. They could finish 
in the upper lower division of the conference 
standings if they can avoid key injuries. 
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Head Coach: Larry Smith 
1995 Record (Big Eight): 3-8-0 (1-6-0) 
1996 Pick: 6th Big 12 North 


frer a 30-0 loss to Kansas State last sea- 

son, Missouri coach Larry Smith 

~ Ws announced he was going to revamp and 

simplify his offense, which had managed only 
118 total yards against the Wildcats. 

“We're going to have to make some changes, 
maybe take some things out of the offense,” he 
said. 

A week later, the Tigers’ restructured offense 
produced 122 total yards in a 57-0 loss at 
Nebraska, prompting Smith to remark: “It was a 
heck of a revamp job, wasn't i? We simplified 
things for this week, but we can't simplify our- 
selves so much that we don't give ourselves versa- 
tility.” 

Smith’s interest in simplicity was a result of his 
team’s inexperience, which contributed to the 
penalties and turnovers that, combined with a 
lack of passing, made Missouri ineffective offen- 
sively. 

“T don’t think anybody in their right mind 
wouldn't be discouraged or frustrated,” Smith 
said halfway through what would be a 3-8 sea- 
son. “But I've got a lot of young kids in there, and 
I've got to keep them going,” 

The Tigers are still thin in key areas. Asa result, 
Smith's third season in Columbia, Mo., could be 
just as frustrating as the first ewo. 

Sophomore Corby Jones was going to be red- 
shirted last season. After the Kansas State game, 
however, Smith changed his mind. 

An option quarterback who was recruited by 
Nebraska out of high school in Columbia, Mo., 
Jones played five series against the Cornhuskers 
and learned “how to take a hit — just get up and 
don't say anything.” With that brief on-the-job 
training, he became the starter for the final five 
games. 

Jones finished with 368 yards and four touch- 
downs rushing, on 78 carries, He didn't solve the 
Tigers’ passing problems, however, completing 
only 14-of-42 for 134 yards, with four intercep- 
tions, 

Sophomore Kent Skornia, who doesn't run 
nearly as well as Jones, is the better passer. He 
completed 22-of-53 for 230 yards and two 
touchdowns during limited action in seven 
games. He was intercepted twice, 

Even without a passing threat to keep defenses 
honest, the Tigers were able to run effectively. 
The primary reason for that was Brock Olivo, 
who rushed for 985 yards, the fourth-highest sin- 
gle-season total in school history. Olivo, a junior, 
ran for six touchdowns and led the team in pass 
receptions with 17 for 101 yards. 

Juniors Ron Janes and Ernest Blackwell are 
big, powerful fullbacks. 

Six receivers with starting experience return, 
including senior tight end Bill Lingerfelt, who 
earned all-conference honorable mention last sea- 
son after catching 13 passes for 202 yards. Senior 
Rahsetnu Jenkins and redshirt freshman Kent 
Layman earned wideout starts in the spring. 
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Jenkins played in only four games last season 
after catching 40 passes as a sophomore. 

Prior to last season, Smith said he was looking 
for more agile and athletic offensive linemen. He 
envisioned an interior line comparable to those at 
Nebraska and Colorado. 

“I'm not looking for 330-pound offensive line- 
men,” Smith said. “I'd rather have a guy 6-4 to 
6-7 and 280-290 pounds who can run and play 
tennis and volleyball and jump.” 

Senior center Russ Appel and junior guard 
Mike Morris measure up. Morris has started 20 
games since becoming the first true freshman to 
start in the Tigers’ line in nearly 20 years. 

Junior tackle Travis Biebel started every game 
last season alongside Morris. Sophomore Cliff 


oe chart 


OFFENSE (8) 


Kent Layman (Fr, 0}; 26 Jeremy Brocke (Fr., 0} 
Travis Biebel (Je, 1); 64 Chris Meredith (So., 0) 
Mike Morris (Jr, 2); 73 Mitch Henderson (r,, 0) 
Russ Appel (Sr., 2); 52 Michaol Valadez (Fr., 0) 
Cliff Smith (So., 1); 67 Tim Ridgley (Fr., 0) 
Todd Neimeyer (So., 1); 57 Craig Heimburger (So.. 1) 
Bill Lingerfelt (St., 3); 88 Jake Stueve (So., 1) 
Rahsetnu Jenkins (Sr., 3); Jay Murchison Ur., 2) 
Corby Jones ( So., 1); 18 Kent Skornia (So., 1) 
Brock Olivo (J, 2); 32 Devin West (So., 1) 
‘Ron Janes Ur,, 2); 22 Emest Blackwell (Jr, 2) 
Mark Norris (Jr., 1) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Ramone Budgets (So., 1); 56 Shawn Sundall Ur. 2} 
Brian Cracraft (Jt. 2); 92 Eric Dougias (Sr. 1) 
Jett Marriott (Fr. 0}; 79 Tim Mittelstadt (So., 1) 
Donnell Jones (Ur. 1); 76 Rob Rati (Fr, 0) 

Justin Wyatt (So... 1); 46 Brett Libke (Ur., 0) 
Dary! Chatman (Se, 3); 30 Kevin Ford Ur. 2) 
Soe Love (Sz, 3); 47 Alex Londe (Fr., 0) 

Shad Criss (Jc, 2); 15 Stephen Soott (Fr. 0) 
Caidanott Easter (So. 1); 12 Terrence Binion Ur., 1) 
DeMontie Cross (Jr. 2}; Harold Piersey (So.. 1) 
Clayton Baker (Sr., 3); 21 Randy Potter (So, 1) 
Jason Smith (So., 1) 
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Smith was challenged in spring practice by Tim 
Ridgley, a highly regarded redshirt freshman. 
Sophomores Todd Neimeyer and Craig Heim- 
burger will continue their competition to be the 
starter at the other tackle when they report in the 
fall. 

The Tigers will be young up front on defense. 
Junior Brian Cracraft and sophomore Justin 
Wyatt started 11 games between them at end. 
Cracraft made 38 tackles (including nine for 
losses totaling 28 yards) and one sack. Wyatt, due 
to start opposite Cracraft, had 37 tackles (includ- 
ing five for losses of 16 yards) and two sacks. 

Junior nose tackle Donnell Jones saw limited 
action last fall but will start this year. Jeff Mar- 
riott, a redshirt freshman, appeared to have won 
the defensive guard spot in the spring. 

Missouri is solid at inside linebacker with 
seniors Joe Love and Darryl Chatman. Love fin- 


ished second on the team in tackles with 119. 
Chatman, a two-year starter, was credited with 94 
tackles, despite being slowed by injuries. He had 
acareer-high 18 tackles against Nebraska. Sopho- 
more Ramone Budgetts started two games at out- 
side linebacker. He tallied 16 tackles, including 
four for losses of 15 yards (all against Oklahoma). 

The Tiger secondary is the strongest part of the 
defense, with quality players nwo-deep at every 
position. Senior free safery DeMontie Cross is the 
best. A second-team all-conference selection last 
season, Cross led Missouri in tackles with 144, 
including 21 against Kansas. He forced five fum- 
bles, He made 13 tackles for 35 yards in losses. 

Junior Shad Criss and senior Clayton Baker are 
solid cornerbacks with exceptional speed. Criss, a 
converted wide receiver, earned all-conference 
honorable mention last season. He intercepted 
two passes and broke up seven others. Baker had 
four interceptions and broke up four passes. In 
the spring, sophomore Caldrinoff Easter took 
over strong, safety. 

Sophomore Jason Smith punted a school- 
record 79 times last season, averaging 36.5 yards. 
Junior Mark Norris was 8-of-12 on field-goal 
attempts, including 7-of-7 inside 40 yards. 
Michael Gauthier, an incoming freshman, could 
handle kickoffs. Potter is a proven punt and kick- 
off returner, with exceptional speed. Missouri 
avoided finishing in the Big Eight cellar by itself 
when it beat lowa State 45-31 in 1995. 

“Missouri is a program that is a year ahead of 
us in terms of development and just took us apart 
defensively,” Iowa State coach Dan McCarney 
says. That might be small consolation in the first 
year of the Big 12. 

Missouri and lowa State almost certainly will 
find themselves competing to avoid the cellar. 
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Head Coach: Rip Scherer 
1995 Record: 3-8-0 
1996 Pick: 5th C-USA 


anada. Home of Toronto's CN ‘Tower (at 1,821 

_ _ feet the world’ tallest self-supporting structure), 

F-the Calgary Stampede (one of the world’s pre- 

miere festivals celebrating the Old West), rocker Neil 

Young, hockey, grizzly bears, pristine beauty and quality 

high school football players. Quality high school football 
players? Why, yes. 

Two of the stars from Canada’s prep ranks, quar- 
terback Ian Williams and tailback Marcus Jack, will 
play for the Memphis Tigers this fall. 

Second-year Memphis coach Rip Scherer first 
recruited players from the Great White North as an 
assistant at Arizona (1989-90) and continued doing 
so as head coach at James Madison. 

“Canadian players are looking for an opportunity 
to get an education and play American football,” he 
says. “Many of those players may not be extremely 
familiar with our college game. They may not dis- 
tinguish between a Michigan and a Memphis.” 

Fora program such as Memphis’, any edge is wel- 
come. In fact, Scherer and his staff, in roughly one 
year, are establishing another edge. They're success- 
fully recruiting the fertile Memphis prep ranks. 

The Tigers signed five of Memphis’ top 12 play- 
ers: Kenton Evans, Damien Dodson, Teofilo Riley, 
Reid Hedgepeth and Austin O'Dell. Furthermore, 
Memphis was the second choice of Antoine 
Wellington (Notre Dame) and received strong con- 
sideration from at least three of the other six in the 
top 12. Prior to Scherer’ arrival, this was unheard of. 

“By all indications, we did what we set out to do,” 
Scherer says of the recruiting class, 

Now Scherer and his team must set out to do 
something even more challenging: compete for the 
first Conference USA football rite. 

Memphis will battle Cincinnati, Houston, 
Louisville, Southern Mississippi and Tulane (and, 
indirectly, East Carolina, a current Liberty Bowl 
Alliance member and expected furure football 
member of Conference USA) for the league title 
and a trip to the Liberty Bowl, the Tigers’ home. 

Senior quarterback Qadry Anderson started four 
games, completing 37-of-87 passes (42.5 percent) 
for 490 yards and one touchdown. Evans, the 
fourth-leading passer in U.S. prep history (10,519 
yards and 112 touchdowns), will challenge. 

Many Memphis fans will want to see native son 
Evans running the show. Evans and Dodson ver- 
bally committed last January, stressing to other local 
prep stars thar the University of Memphis program 
is worth considering, It was a gesture that appealed 
to local dichards. 

“It's reach when you try to project a freshman to 
start at quarterback. I want to see Kenton progress 
at a nice pace,” says Scherer, who would not dismiss 
the chance of Evans starting. “(But) if he emerges, 
(the experience) will be a bonus down the road.” 

The leading returning rusher is sophomore Shaun 
Sands, who gained a modest 155 yards on 40 carries 
(3.9-yard average). The nephew of Dallas Cowboys 
star Michael Irvin and brother of Tony Sands 
(Kansas’ all-time leading rusher), Sands missed 
spring work due to off-season shoulder surgery. 
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Starting cornerback Keith Cobb is now at tail- 
back and could receive minutes there, as could the 
powerful Jack, the son of a former Canadian weight- 
lifting champion. Junior fullback Chris Reeves (2.6- 
yard average) returns and will be pushed by Riley. 

The loss of Ryan Roskelly (cligibility completed), 
Darrius Blevins (dismissed from the team but with 
perhaps a chance to return) and Quitman Spauld- 
ing (forwent his final year) is substantial. 

Junior split end Chancy Carr (18 catches, 317 
yards) and senior flanker Ernest Keefer (12, 198) 
will try to soften the losses of the aforementioned trio. 
Dodson, the most prolific pass receiver in U.S. high 
school history with 4,499 receiving yards and Evans’ 
teammate at Memphis’ Westwood High, should 
garner significant minutes on the flank. 
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OFFENSE (6) 


Emest Keefer (Sr., 3); 81 Brian McDonald (Fr., 0) 
Kerry Cobb (Sc, 3}; 44 Chris Powers (So, 1) 
Ron Sells (So., 1); 67 Ben Gleason Ur, 0) 
Daniel Gomez (Jr., 2); 75 Bucky Buckelew (Fr., 0) 
Ken Newton (St, 3); 59 Matt Beiriger Ur., 0) 
Josh Miller (Se, 3); 73 Anthony Bowen (Fr., 0) 
Justin Mumm Ur,, 0); 62 Ryan Brown {Sr,, 1) 
Chancy Carr (Jc, 2); 85 Richie Royd (So,, 0) 
Qadry Anderson (Sr., 1); 3 Berard Oden (Jr, 1) 
Chris Reeves (c., 2); 46 Brandon Tucker (Fr., 0) 
Shaun Sands (So. 1); 28 Robby Locklear (So, 1) 
Sammy Keith {2} 


DEFENSE (6) 


Maras Bowling (So... 1): 50 Tramont Laatess (Fr, 0) 
Tim Hart {S+., 3}; 93 Tim Seymour (Fr., 0} 

Tony Wiliams (Se, 3); 96 T.J. Frier (So., 1) 
Marvin Thomas (Sc, 3); 89 Marry Sartibarez (So. 1) 
Marcus Gary (Sz., 1): 38 Britton Wilkins (Sr., 3} 
Richard Hogans (St, 3); 47 Patrick Stiles Ur, 2) 
Jesse Alen (St, 3); 52 Michael Boatman (Fr., 0) 
Duron Sutton (Sc, 1); 26 Mike McKenzie (Fr. 0) 
Jeremy Stewart (So.. 1}; 27 Anthony Reddick (Ur. 2) 
Keith Spann (Sc, 3); 41 Don Haselwood Ur, 2) 
Kevin Cobb (Je, 2); 13 Duron Sutton (Sr. 1) 
Sanny Keith Ur, 2) 


RSAGRARZCSSAHA 
Lobe sSeBBalss 


PSARSEEERSIR 
REGSRHBBLS 


Sophomore Chris Powers (five catches, 83 yards) 
and senior Kerry Cobb will battle for playing time 
at tight end. 

Limited depth and experience may hurt the 
Memphis offensive front. Sophomore Ron Sells 
hopes to start at left tackle, while junior Daniel 
Gomez is set at left guard. Senior Ken Newton 
returns at center. Also back are senior guard/center 
Josh Miller, junior center Matt Beiriger and red- 
shirt freshman guard Bucky Buckelew. 

Junior college transfers Ben Gleason and Justin 
Mumm are expected to earn ample minutes, with 
the latter possibly starting at right tackle. 

Defensively, senior right tackle Tony Williams 
(72 tackles) is tough. He will be joined on the 
line by sophomore left end Marquis Bowling, 
senior left tackle Tim Hart and senior right end 
Marvin Thomas. It is a competitive and under- 
rated quartet. 

At linebacker, seniors Jesse Allen, Marcus Gary, 
Richard Hogans, Cedric Miller and Britton 
Wilkins, and junior Patrick Stiles give the Tigers 
heady play and fresh bodies to throw at foes. 

The typically stout Memphis defense slipped 
somewhat last fall, yielding 349.6 yards per game 
(208.9 via air). If the first figure is to be reduced 
to a more Memphis-like 250-270 yards per con- 
test, the secondary must improve. 

Sophomore Jeremy Stewart is the projected start- 
ing strong safety. Senior Keith Spann is well-estab- 
lished at free safety. Junior Kevin Cobb (Keith's 
twin) should start at one corner, with senior Duron 
Sutton having the edge at the other. Keith Cobb, 
also a junior, may be returned to the cornerback 
spot opposite Kevin if depth is needed. 

Memphis’ field-goal kicking and punting were 
woeful. However, junior Jimmy Keith (5-of-8 field 
goals) did progress as the season went on. Junior 
Drew Pairamore nailed 10-of-11 extra points. The 
punter will be cither Keith or freshman Jason 
Kellen. Kevin Cobb is a fine kick returner (20.2), 

Last season's 3-8 mark and mediocre home- 
attendance average (19,926) may temper some- 
what the enthusiasm for this season, but there is 
now a sense of hope in the Bluff City. With the 
move to C-USA and the improvement of relations 
between the Memphis coaching staff and those of 
the city’s talent-laden prep programs, recruiting 
should continue to move forward. 

As for this season, six wins would be a major 
success. There are serious question marks at quar- 
terback and running back, and with the offensive 
line, secondary and kicking game. Many Tiger 
fans are hoping that the defense returns to the 
blitzing style it used in the carly 1990s. With 
Memphis’ defensive quickness and lack of size, 
the blitz could prove an effective weapon. 

East Carolina coach Steve Logan, whose Pirates 
have drilled Memphis the past nwo seasons, feels 
the Tigers have a bright future, noting, “Nation- 
ally, a lot of people don't realize how tough Mem- 
phis is. | do because I coach against them. We get 
excited to play Memphis.” 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SWC): 
1996 Pick: 


Ken Hatfield 
2-8-1 (1-6-0) 
5th WAC Mountain 


ho says you can’t go home again? Cer- 
tainly not Rice coach Ken Hafield, 
who has now done it owice. 

First, Hatfield, who coached at Arkansas from 
1984-89, returned to the Southwest Conference 
two years ago. Now that the SWC is just a mem- 
ory, Hatfield is staying at Rice but returning to 
the Western Athletic Conference, where he 
coached at Air Force from 1978-83, the last five 
years as head coach. 

“I'm probably more excited about playing in 
the WAC than anybody else,” Hatfield says. “I've 
been through this before. At Air Force in 1980, 
our game against Colorado State was the first 
time that any service academy had played in a 
conference. It was a groundbreaking for a differ- 
ent reason, Here at Rice, it's a new era for the new 
century. 

“For our staff, it’s not like we're new kids on the 
block. Of the six new (WAC) teams, I probably 
have the greatest appreciation of the league.” 

Rice's first WAC game will be on the road 
against Air Force. The Owls return 49 of 69 let- 
termen from last year’s 2-8-1 team (1-6 for sixth 
place in the Southwest Conference swan song), 
including cight starters on offense, five on 
defense and both kickers. 

Hatfield expects the offense and kicking game 
to be strengths. The rushing offense should be 
one of the best in the nation after finishing 13th 
statistically in 1995, Conversely, he is looking for 
improvement on defense, especially on pass-rush- 
ing situations. 

Strange as it scems, the departure of quarter- 
back Josh LaRocca may be a blessing of sorts, 
LaRocca missed the last four games with an 
injury, leaving those starts to be split beeween 
junior Chad Nelson and sophomore Raphael 
Tillman, who have remarkably similar styles. 

“We'll be able to have one style of offense,” 
Hatfield says. “For the past two years, we had two 
different styles, one for Josh and one for Chad 
and Raphael, Having all our quarterbacks with 
similar strengths will help us with our offensive 
scheme,” 

The first option in Hatfield's criple option is 
the fullback, and Rice returns seniors Jamey 
Whidock (395 rushing yards) and Spencer 
George (287). Junior Benji Wood, a transfer from 
Clemson, joins them. Whitlock was the second- 
leading ground-gainer behind departed halfback 
Yoncy Edmonds. Seven players rushed for more 
than 100 yards last year, and five are back. 

Sophomore Michael Perry (252. all-purpose 
yards against Texas) leads an experienced group of 
halfbacks. Three others started at least one game 
a year ago: sophomore Keilone Gordon, junior 
Byron Godfrey and senior Ryan Woods. 

Junior Jeff Venghaus (22 receptions, 371 yards) 
heads a receiving corps that includes senior wide- 
out Derras Wilmington and sophomore Thad 
Bridges. Venghaus also played for Rice's nation- 
ally ranked baseball team. 
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Ndukwe Kalu 


One position without experienced players is 
tight end, but Hatfield has high hopes for con- 
verted linebacker Mike Jones and former defen- 
sive end Kevin Conrad, both juniors. 

Rice's offensive problems in 1995 started in the 
preseason when All-America guard Chris Cooley 
was felled by an elbow injury and missed the sea- 
son. Cooley's appeal for a sixth season in 1996 
was disallowed, and his absence enabled some 
young linemen to mature. 

Five defensive starters return, headed by senior 
center Jeremy Thigpen, who received All-SWC 
mention. Junior tackle Mark Spinner could be 
outstanding; sophomore guards Mike Vietor and 
Charles Torello have bright futures. 

The other tackle will be sophomore Shan Jack- 


depth 


OFFENSE (8) 


Jeff Venghaus (Jt., 2); 9 Thad Bridges (So.. 1) 
Mark Spinner (Jt, 2); 79 Richard Witiams (Jr, 1) 
Mike Vietor ( So., 1); 69 Alex Morris Ur, 1) 
Jeremy Thigpen (St. 3); 56 Ben Westcott (Jr., 0) 
Charles Torelio (So., 1); 64 Chase Allen (Jr., 2) 
Shan Jackson (So., 1); 51 Robert Stovall (Jr., 0) 
Mike Jones (Jf., 2); 91 Kevin Conrad Ur., 1) 
Derras Wilmington (Sr., 2); 80 Jason Blackwell (So., 1) 
Chad Nelson (Jr., 2); 14 Raphael Tillman (So., 4) 
Michael Perry (So., 1); 24 Spencer George (Sr., 3) 
Jamey Whitlock (Sr, 2); 32 Benji Wood (Ur., 0) 
Mike Ruff (Se, 2) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Ndukwe Katu (Sc, 3); 74 Juilan Duncan (So. 1) 
Jason Winship {Sr., 3); 97 Andrew Hughes (So.. 1} 
Lary Thompson (Je, 2); 92 Yinka Aden#i (Fr., 0} 
Andy Clifton (Jr, 2); 95 Mark Lodge (Fr. 0) 
Rashad Reynokts (So., 1): 50 Casey Cohan (Fr, 0) 
Thomas Bertord (So. 1); 48 Derrick Williams (Sc, 3) 
Kevin Masek (S,, 2}; 87 Terrence Metton (So.. 1) 
Warrick Frankdin (Sz, 3); 28 Bo Vales Ur. 2) 
Aaron Staniey (S¢.. 3); 46 Larry Rutfin (Fr., 0) 
Karon Bedtord (Fr., 0}; 40 Kevin Brabham (yr, 2) 
LaDoughyous Stu (So., 1) 19 David Grenardo (So., 1) 
‘Tucker Phillips (St, 3) 
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son or one of a pair of juniors, Richard Williams 
and Robert Stovall. 

Despite some hefty losses on defense, Rice 
returns several outstanding players. One of them 
is senior end Ndukwe Kalu, who already owns 
the school’s career sack record (15). Despite con- 
stant double-teaming, Kalu registered seven sacks 
among his 42 tackles last season after setting a 
school record with cight sacks in 1994. The 
emergence of junior Andy Clifton at the other 
end should relieve some pressure from Kalu. 

Junior Larry Thompson is a returning starter at 
the nose position. Fellow junior Russell Streeter 
and senior Jason Winship have starting experi- 
ence at tackle, where someone must fill the hole 
created by the loss of Brynton Goines. 

For four years, now-departed Larry Izzo, All- 
SWC in 1995, and Joe Davis were familiar faces 
at linebacker. That leaves steady senior Derrick 


“Having all our 
quarterbacks with similar 
strengths will help us with 

our offensive scheme.” 
— Ken Hatfield 


Williams in the middle as the only holdover. 

At the stud linebacker, sophomore Rashad 
Reynolds started two games when Davis was 
injured. Sophomore Thomas Benford could 
move there after starting the final three games in 
the middle. Senior Kevin Masck may fill the ban- 
dit spot. 

The only returning regular in the secondary is 
senior cornerback Warrick Franklin. Franklin led 
the team with three interceptions (he returned 
one for a touchdown) and nine pass breakups. 

At the other corner is sophomore LaDouphy- 
ous Shaw. There are question marks at the safery 
positions, however. Senior Aaron Stanley (two 
starts last year and 11 in 1994) should regain one 
spot. The other probably will go to freshman 
Karlon Bedford or junior Kevin Brabham. 

Senior punter Tucker Phillips (All-SWC in "95 
with a 43.6-yard average) will love the mountain 
air when Rice visits Air Force and BYU, 

Senior placekicker Mike Ruff made 9-of-14 
field-goal attempts and all 19 PATS, but his range 
is limited. Incoming freshman Scott Grimes 
could win the job. 

Perry returned kicks, averaging 18.3 yards on 
kickoff returns and 9.2 on punts. 

Says Hatfield: “Probably the most positive 
aspect of the WAC for our football team is know- 
ing that numerous schools have won champi- 
onships in the last few years. That gives us a 
confidence level that we have a chance to go in 
and compete immediately. It's not like joining a 
league with a dominant team, like Nebraska in 
the Big 12.” 

Rice hasn't gone to a postseason game since the 
1961 Bluebonnet Bowl. The end of that streak 
might be getting closer. 
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Tulane 


Head Coach: Buddy Teevens 
1995 Record: 2-9-0 
1996 Pick: 6th C-USA 


s Tulane coach Buddy Teevens enters his 
fifth season in New Orleans, he realizes 
this is a very important point in his career. 

A former head coach at Dartmouth, Teevens 
and his Green Wave have been close to reversing 
the losing mentality that has plagued Tulane foot- 
ball for many years. The Green Wave last enjoyed 
a winning campaign (6-5) in 1981, although 
they did finish 6-6 in 1987. 

“This is an important year for our program,” 
says the upbeat Teevens, who is now 8-37 at 
Tulane. “I feel we're moving forward, but we need 
wins to substantiate our improvement. This was 
the best spring practice we've had since I arrived.” 

Green Wave fans continue to be patient with 
Teevens, clearly understanding the constraints 
under which ‘Tulane football traditionally has 
operated. Specifically, because of Tulane’s stiff 
academic requirements, competition with the 
NFLs Saints and the SEC’s LSU Tigers, modest 
fan support and the program’s lack of conference 
affiliation, there has been minimal reason for 
anyone to expect much from the Wave. 

Things might be changing, however. With the 
scholarship maximum at 85 (down from 95 
roughly 10 years ago), tougher entrance require- 
ments (which help the Tulanes of the college 
football community) and membership in Confer- 
ence USA (which boasts a tie-in to the Liberty 
Bowl and a television contract), Teevens says he 
feels there is hope in New Orleans. 

“Being an independent was tough,” the coach 
notes. “The lack of a television package and over- 
all media exposure added to liabilities in our 
recruiting process.” 

And though Tulane may never fully compete 
with LSU for players or fans, there is no reason 
the program can't improve on last year's average 
attendance of 17,000 for five Superdome home 
games and have six-wins-per-season capability. 

“Conference USA will help us,” Teevens says. 
“Mike Slive (C-USA’s commissioner) is a very 
savvy, hard-working man who will move the 
league forward.” 

Sophomore quarterback Shaun King recorded 
modest statistics as a freshman, Playing in cight 
games and starting six, King connected on 92-of- 
199 passes (46,2 percent) for wvo touchdowns, 
with seven interceptions. His efficiency rating of 
86.7 is mediocre. Many feel King will elevate his 
game this fall. Even so, junior college transfer 
Xavier Salazar, whose total of 3,284 passing yards 
in a single season ranks 11th nationally in juco 
history, might start. 

“Salazar is a heady player who will help us,” 
Teevens says. 

The coach hopes that sophomore halfback 
Jamaican Dartez (544 yards, 3.6 yards per carry) 
emerges this season. Though he averaged only 
49.5 yards per game, Dartez did score 10 touch- 
downs. 

Productive senior fullback Jerald Sowell added 
346 yards (4.1 per carry), while catching an impres- 
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Jamaican Darte 


sive 27 passes out of the backfield for 284 yards 
(10.5 average). He is a dependable performer. 

Senior wideouts Jeff Liggon and Derrick 
Franklin combined for 58 receptions and 792 
yards. Franklin averaged 15.9 yards on 29 catches. 

Junior tight end Cory Geason (20 catches, 256 
yards, 12.8 yards per catch) is solid. 

The Tulane front wall will be experienced. How- 
ever, it allowed 26 sacks last fall (the Wave defense 
tallied 20). The sack total becomes even more glar- 
ing when you consider the run-oriented Wave had 
387 rushing attempts to 339 passing attempts. 

“The sacks were a combination of an inexperi- 
enced quarterback and some breakdowns along 
the line,” Teevens says. “I expect (line) improve- 
ment. We're deeper and bulkier now.” 


depth Ciciaaae 


OFFENSE (9) 


Jeff Liggon (Sr., 3); 37 Eric Alleman (Sr., 2) 
Todd Hunter (St, 3): 70 Mike Gumiela (So., 0) 
Jerry Godfrey {Fr., 0); 75 Greg Gerthe (So., 0) 
Russ Meissner (St., 3); 60 Tom Jackson (Sr., 1) 
Will Carlisle (Sr, 3); 61 Sam Smith (So., 0) 
Cyril Brockmeler (Sr., 3); 71 Steve Quisenberry (Jr., 0) 
Cory Geason {Jr., 2); 80 Kevin Cunane (Sr., 3) 
Derrick Franklin (Sr., 3); 8 PJ. Franklin (So., 1) 
Shaun King (So., 1); 14 Xavier Salazar Ur, 0} 
Jamaican Dartez (So., 1); 22 Horace Raymond (Jr, 2) 
Jerald Sowell (Sr., 3); 40. O'Kie Woods (Fr., 0) 
Brad Palazzo (So,, 1) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Dwight Jones (Jr, 2); 91 Joel Locker (Sr., 3} 
Dennis O'Sullivan (So., 1); 76 Tim Homibrook (S«., 2) 
Keith Cook (Sr., 3); 99 Terence Cook Ur., 2) 
Shane Marshall (Js., 2); 54 Manny Cuellar (So., 1) 
Derrick Singleton (Jr, 2); 49 Brad Warren {Sr., 1) 
Brian Williams (Jr., 2); 44 Daryt Jackson (Jr, 0) 
Don Jackson {Sr., 2}: 9 Brett Timmons (So., 1) 
Michael Jordan (So., 1); 18 Corey Prout (So.. 1) 
Tellus Carr (So., 1); 18 Corey Prout (So., 1) 

Pat Miter (Sr., 2); 32 Kevin Dukes (Fr... 0) 

Elijah Freeman (Sr., 3); 31 Eidwyn Harvey Ur., 0) 
Brad Hil Ur, 1) 
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Green Wave 


The four returning starters, all seniors, include 
left guard Todd Hunter, center Russ Meissner, right 
guard Will Carlisle and right tackle Cyril Brock- 
meier. Look for Hunter to move to left tackle and 
freshman Jerry Godfrey to man the left guard spor. 

‘Two starters must be replaced from an average 
defensive line. Junior left end Dwight Jones (32 
tackles, five sacks) is short for his position (6-1). 
Senior right tackle Keith Cook had 44 stops. 

The left tackle might be sophomore Dennis 
O'Sullivan, who recorded 38 stops, with junior 
Shane Marshall at right end. 

“We played 14 defensive linemen last season, 
so we feel ready on the line,” Teevens says. 

Tulane’s lincbacking trio is comparable to some 
of the nation’s better linebacker groups. Junior 
Derrick Singleton, who leads the threesome, 
amassed a team-leading 126 tackles in 1995, 
including 10 for losses. Junior middle linebacker 


“This is an important year 
for our program. We need 
wins to substantiate our 
improvement.” 
— Buddy Teevens 


Brian Williams added 86 stops, while senior 
Don Jackson (33 tackles) looks to move into the 
starting outside spot opposite Singleton. 

Three experienced secondary performers 
return, but only one produced numbers of note. 
Sophomore cornerback Michael Jordan notched 
39 tackles and nine pass breakups. The other cor- 
nerback will be sophomore Tellius Carr. Senior 
free safety Elijah Freeman returns. The starting 
strong safety should be senior Pat Miller. 

Sophomore kicker Brad Pallazo attempted only 
eight field goals, connecting on six. His range is 
limited. In a part-time role, Brad Hill, a junior, 
averaged a so-so 37.6 yards on 16 punts, 

Liggon is the kick-return man, and his num- 
bers (a 21.6-yard average on 29 returns with a 
long one of 40 yards) were acceptable. Sopho- 
more PJ, Franklin averaged a less-than-impres- 
sive 5.9 yards on 16 returns. However, his 
average was hurt by evo long returns nixed by 
clipping penalties. 

With six home games, Teevens feels his team 
could surprise some people, In fact, there are 
some who believe Tulane could finish 6-5. 

Still, with the exception of the offensive line, 
this remains a very young team, one dominated 
by juniors and sophomores. 

The outlook for this season is much brighter 
than a year ago, Numerous contributors return, 
and Teevens and his staff assembled one of the best 
recruiting hauls in recent Green Wave history. 

“We've upgraded out talent level,” Teevens says. 
“Scholarship reductions helped our program.” 

With luck, King’s development (or Salazar's 
emergence) and the solidifying of the offensive 
line and kicking game, Tulane could win five 
games. Four, however, appear more realistic. 
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Ball State Cardinals 


Head Coach: Bill Lynch 
1995 Record (MAC): 7-4-0 (6-2-0) 
1996 Pick: 3rd MAC 


ver the last three seasons, Ball State has 

OC: best league record (18-5-2) of all 10 

F Mid-American Conference teams but 

only one league championship to show for its 
efforts. 

That title came in 1993, one of four MAC 
championships that Ball State has won since join- 
ing the conference in 1975. 

Now the Cardinals are primed for another run 
at the MAC's top spot after finishing 74 last year 
(6-2 and tied for third in the league) in Bill 
Lynch's first season as head coach, 

“We made steady progress on the offensive and 
defensive sides of the football, plus on special 
teams,” says Lynch, who came to Ball State after 
serving as quarterbacks coach at Indiana, “We 
believe the 1996 team can be of championship 
caliber. We return the nation’s No. | punter to go 
with a large group of veterans both offensively 
and defensively.” 

Ball State (the alma mater of David Letterman 
and cartoonist Jim Davis, creator of the comic 
strip Garfield) ranked fifth nationally in total 
defense last year, yielding only 259.4 yards per 
contest, and allowed its MAC opponents just 
119.1 yards a game passing, 123.0 rushing and 
14.3 points. In the MAC, the Cardinals finished 
in the top three in all four major defensive cate- 
gories. 

For all 11 games, Ball State ranked first among 
MAC teams in passing defense (allowing 132.4 
yards per game), second in scoring defense (17.0 
points), third in rushing defense (126.0 yards per 
game) and second in total defense (258.4). 

With 37 of 47 lettermen returning, including 
nine starters on offense, cight on defense and 
both kickers, this is a team that could do some 
serious damage in what has become a respected 
conference, Toledo's success last year has given 
the MAC some momentum — momentum Ball 
State could build upon this fall. 

Among the returnees are All-America punter 
Brad Maynard, the No, | quarterback, the top 
seven rushers, the 10 leading receivers and the 
top three tacklers. 

Maynard, a sure-fire NFL prospect, led the 
nation with a school-record 46.5-yard punting 
average and became the first Ball State player 
named to any All-America first team since 1973. 
Maynard's career average is 43.7 on 183 punts, 
giving him a shot at the NCAA record (mini- 
mum of 200 punts) of 44.7 held by Ray Guy of 
Southern Mississippi. Ball State the last two sea- 
sons has led the nation in net punting, an impor- 
tant but often-overlooked statistic. 

In addition to his long-range boots, Maynard 
pinned the opposition inside the 5-yard line five 
times, inside the 10 nine times and inside the 20 
a total of 31 times. 

Other first-team All-MAC returnees are senior 
offensive guard Tony Roush and senior free safety 
Cory Gilliard. 


Senior quarterback Brene Baldwin, who has 
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Michael Blair 


started 20 games over the last two seasons, com- 
pleted 119-of-202 passes (58.9 percent) for 1,192 
yards and five touchdowns, eight interceptions 
and an efficiency rating of 108.7. Those numbers 
were down a bit compared to his 1994 marks 
(100-of-108, 53.2 percent, 1,342 yards, 16 
touchdowns, seven interceptions, an efficiency 
rating of 133.8). Still, Baldwin remains a quality 
quarterback capable of doing damage to a foe. 
This could be his breakthrough season. 

Senior backup Matt Knisely is a dependable 
reserve. He started twice in 1994, completing 19 
passes for 306 yards, two scores and three inter- 
ceptions. 

Senior Michael Blair is the team's top returning 
rusher with 819 yards and the No. 3 rusher in 


| ee chart | 


OFFENSE (9) 


Brent Campbell (Jr, 2); 3 Ed Abernathy (Sr, 1) 
Joe Magee (St., 1); 76 Ralph Baker (r,, 0) 

Mike Kerrigan (Sr., 3); 79 Reggie Hartwell (So, 0) 
Phil Henry (Sr., 2); 53 John Cate (Jr, 1) 

Tony Roush (S¢., 3); 68 Ryan Carter (Fr., 0) 
Jason Bowman (Fr,. 0); 75 Joe Schmitt (So., 0) 
Brian VanDaele (Jr, 2); 2 Dane Wheeler (So., 1) 
Brent Baldwin (Sr., 2); 12 Matt Knisely (Sr. 2) 
Michael Blair (Sr, 3); 41 LeAndre Moore (So,, 1) 
Jason Kent (Sr., 1); 32 Mike Pickett (So., 1) 
Manuel Compas (St., 2); 20 Marvelius Davis (Sr., 2) 
Brent Locklear (Jc, 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 
Damon Hummel (So., 1); 71 Hirarn Mackiox Ur, 2) 
Brian Williams (St, 2); 48 Donald Rigg (Sr., 2) 
Jerad O'Rishy ii. 1 77 Jason Hasty (So., 0) 
Matt Brady (Fr., 0}; 93 Leonard Flowers (So., 0) 
Aaron Gralak (Sz, 3): 49 Matt Rabe (So., 0) 
Howard Simms (Jc, 2); David Lewis Ur. 0) 
Jeff Pheips (Je, 2); 58 Uoyd Brown Ur. 1) 
Raphael Ball (Sx, 2); 29 Lecudus Thompson (Fr, 0) 
Cory Gilliard (Sc, 3); 17 Trent Harris (Fr., 0) 
Keyon Laws (Jr., 2}; 21 Troy Ramey (Jt., 1) 
Grant Gray (St, 2); 25 Raphoe! Ball (Sr., 2) 
Brad Maynard (Sr, 3) 
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school history with 2,371 yards. He should move 
into second place and has an outside shot at the 
top spot. Returning ar fullback are senior Jason 
Kent, who started the first six games and was 
mainly a blocker, and sophomore Mike Pickett, 
who started three times and was named Ball 
State’s outstanding freshman. 

Although the Cardinal rushing attack was solid 
in 1995, it could stand to improve. Ball State 
gained 2,211 yards on 490 attempts (4.5 yards 
per carry) in 1994, Last fall, the ground game 
totaled 1,801 on 509 attempts (3.4). With Bald- 
win expected to elevate his game, his running 
buddies doing likewise would be helpful. 

Senior wideout Ed Abernathy got only one 
start but was the team’s top receiver with 31 
catches, followed by Blair (28), sophomore wide- 
out Manuel Compas (21) and junior wideout 
Brent Campbell (18). The Cardinals didn’t throw 
much to junior tight end Brian VanDaele, who 
caught just five passes. 


“We believe the 1996 
team can be of 
championship caliber.” 
— Bill Lynch 


Roush is joined on the offensive line by senior 
guard Mike Kerrigan, senior tackle Joe Magee, 
senior center Phil Henry and freshman tackle 
Jason Bowman. 

On defense, Gilliard led the team with 100 
tackles, and junior linebacker Howard Simms 
tied for second with 82. 

The line returns sophomore end Damon Hum- 
mel and senior tackle Brian Williams. The ovo 
new starters are projected to be junior tackle 
Jerad O'Risky and freshman end Matt Brady. 

Senior outside linebacker Aaron Gralak and 
junior outside linebacker Jeff Phelps join Simms. 

Gilliard powers the secondary. He is supported 
by senior cornerbacks Raphael Ball and Grant 
Gray, and junior safety Keyon Laws. 

Junior placckicker Brent Locklear connected 
on 11-of-16 field-goal attempts. All the top kick 
returners are back. Laws was the top kickoff 
returner with 13 runbacks for a 19.8-yard aver- 
age, and sophomore LeAndre Moore returned 10 
at an 18.6-yard clip. Laws ran back 11 punts 
(11.2 average) and junior Tim Geesman returned 
14 (5.6 average). 

After opening on the road at Kansas, Ball State 
will quickly learn something about its chances of 
winning a MAC title when Miami of Ohio, cer- 
tainly one of the league favorites, visits on Sept. 
7. Following the game with the Redskins, Ball 
State, which has suffered only nine losing seasons 
since 1960, plays at Minnesota and then hosts 
Division I-A newcomer Central Florida. A 3-1 
mark at this point is within reach, as is an 0-4. 

A big battle with defending conference king 
Toledo, which may determine the MAC cham- 
pion, will conclude the campaign. 
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Rutgers Scarlet Knights 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big East): 
1996 Pick: 


Terry Shea 
4-7-0 (2-5-0) 
7th Big East 


he West Coast offense is coming to Rutgers, 
but many record-setters will be missing. 
For example: 

* Gone: All-America tight end Marco Battaglia, 
the Big East's Offensive Player of the Year and the 
most honored player in Rutgers history. 

* Gone; Running backs Terrell Willis, Rutgers’ 
career leader in rushing and all-purpose yards, 
and No. 3 career rusher Bruce Presley. 

¢ Gone: Quarterback Ray Lucas, the Big East 
total offense leader and Rutgers’ career leader in 
touchdown passes. 

* Gone: 82 percent of 1995's rushing yards. 

* Gone: All of the passing yards. 

As these numbers indicate, offense wasn't 
Rutgers’ problem last year. The Scarlet Knights 
led the Big East in total offense (427.4 yards a 
game) and passing (235.3). The 4,701 yards in 
total offense was a school record. 

Unfortunately, the defense allowed 4,665 yards 
and cost coach Doug Graber his job. Rutgers fin- 
ished 4-7 overall, 2-5 (sixth) in the Big East. 

Then Bill Walsh stepped in. Notas head coach, 
but as consultant. He recommended Terry Shea, 
former head coach at San Jose State (15-G-2 in 
1990-91) and later associate head coach and 
offensive coordinator under Walsh at Stanford 
(1992-94), Last year, Shea was an assistant coach 
in the Canadian Football League. 

“Terry is the very best,” says Walsh. “He's sharp 
and engaging, and has one of the best football 
minds in the country. He's just a very creative guy 
who works hard and produces.” 

Shea has installed a multiple “West Coast” 
offense that features a “read” passing game and I- 
formation running game. 

“Big East teams may have been exposed to bits 
and pieces of this offense, but I don’t think 
they've seen what we'll show this season,” Shea 
says. “We have a chance to really dazzle them.” 

The 4-3 defense will be coordinated by Rod 
Sharpless, who was co-defensive coordinator last 
year at Big East co-champion Virginia Tech. 

Rutgers returns 35 of 57 lettermen, including 
three starters on offense, six on defense and both 
kicking specialists. In the spring, Shea had only 
three players who had ever started a game on 
offense — junior center-tackle Jack McKiernan, 
sophomore guard Pete Donnelly and sophomore 
wide receiver Bill Powell — although several 
more will return in the fall. 

With Lucas and backup Robert Higgins gone, 
Shea may look to senior quarterback Darrell 
Buffington, a part-time nickel back last year. 
Buffington will compete with a pair of left-hand- 
ers, sophomore Ralph Sacca and redshirt freshman 
Corey Valentine, Sacca is the brother of former 
Penn State quarterbacks Tony and John Sacca. 

The tailback position may be a scrap among sen- 
ior Chad Bosch and a host of underclassmen. 
Bosch is the leading returning rusher (71 carries, 
3506 yards, a team-leading 5.0 per carry). The other 
candidates are led by junior Damon Hamlin, 


Leading the charge at fullback are junior Joc 
Diggs and redshirt freshman Melvin Cobbs. 

Three wide receivers with starting experience 
missed spring practice: senior Reggie Funderburk 
(knee surgery), a two-year starter who caught 55 
passes in 1994 and 54 last season; junior Steve 
Harper (academics), who made 35 catches last 
year; and sophomore Chris Hutton (broken leg). 

Most of the spring reps at split end went to 
Powell, along with sophomore James Ealey and 
true freshman Rolle Mordecai. Powell caught 27 
passes, a Rutgers freshman record, for 314 yards 
in 1995 and started three late-season games, The 
group at flanker includes sophomores Alan Davis 
and Shawn Turner, redshirt freshman Jason 
Smith and true freshman Tim Jenkins. 


depth Ci aaa 


OFFENSE (3) 


6 Reggie Funderburk (Sr, 3); 80 Bill Powell (So., 1) 
77 Kerry Ware Ur., 0}; 70 Denton Cinquegrans (Se, 0) 
76 Pete Donnelly (So., 1}; 65 Wan Ramos (ft, 0) 

54 Jack McKiernan (Jr, 2): 56 Matt Pleming (Sr., 0) 
72 Bryan Raftery (So., 0); 60 Chris Howe (Fr,, 0) 
78 1.3, Spizzo {Sr., 2); 74 Ben French (Fr., 0) 

Jason Curry (Sr., 2); 82 Ron Kater (Sr., 4) 

12. Steve Harper (Jr, 2); 24 Alan Davis (So., 0) 

18 Oarreli Buffington {Sr., 1); 8 Ralph Sacca (So., 0) 
25 Chad Bosch (Sr.. 1); 20 Damon Hamiin (Jr, 0) 
33. Joe Diggs Ur, 2); 32 Metin Cobbs (Fr, 0) 

27 Nick Mike-Mayer (Jr, 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


93. Chris Cebula (Ur. 2): 58 Joey Jones (c., 0) 
Rashod Swinger (Sr, 3): 90 Antonio Horn (Fr., 0) 
Shawn Deviin (Sx., 2); 92 Shaun O'Hara (Fr.. 0} 
Mike Belh (So., 1); 92 Mike Karwacki (So., 1) 
Rusty Swartz (Sr, 3); 11 Aaron Brady (So.. 1) 
Brian Sheridan (Sr, 3); 1 Art Dreher (So., 0) 

Gil Ross (So., 2); 3.1 Aaron Brady (So... 0) 
Cameron Chadwick (Sr.. 1); 14 Mike Sandy Lic. 4) 
Norris Crawford (Jr., 2); 47 Roger Wingate (Fr., 0) 
Thomas Kelly (Je, 2); 34 Charles Wiley (So., 1) 
Derek Ward (Sr., 3); 10 Kevin Williams Ur, 2) 
Jared Slovan (Jr, 2) 
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A large cast will contest for Battaglia’s tight end 
spot. Seniors Jason Curry and Ron Keller are the 
most experienced, 

McKiernan, an offensive tackle last year, will 
move to center to compete with senior Matt 
Fleming. The guard positions will feature 
Donnelly, sophomore Bryan Raftery and redshirt 
freshmen Chris Howe and Ivan Ramos, The tack- 
les will be seniors Denton Cinquegrana and T.J. 
Spizzo, junior Kerry Ware and redshirt freshmen 
Rameses Rodriguez and Ben French. 


In contrast to the offense, the defensive unit is 


s experienced, although young. Injuries pressed a 


large number of underclassmen into action. 
At the ends, juniors Chris Cebula and Joey 


> Jones and sophomores Mike Belh and Mike 


Karwacki are the leading candidates. 

The tackles are headed by seniors Rashod 
Swinger, a two-year starter, and Shawn Devlin. 
Swinger has started 26 of the last 28 games. 
Other contenders include redshirt freshmen 
Antonio Horn, Shaun O'Hara and Jake Plura, 
and sophomore Matt Washington. 

Senior Rusty Swartz started eight games at end a 
year ago despite shoulder problems and is now 
posted at inside linebacker. He is the leading 
returning tackler with 58 stops and was the only 
linebacker with much experience in the spring. 

Senior Brian Sheridan started all last season in 
the middle but underwent rotator cuff surgery 
and was unavailable during the spring. That left 
sophomores Art Dreher, who sat out last year 
after transferring from Georgia ‘Tech, and Don 
Sellari at the “Mike” linebacker position. 

The roverback will be known as “Knight” and 
is built around a group of younger players: soph- 
omores Aaron Brady and Gil Ross, redshirt fresh- 
man Roger Wingate and walk-on freshman John 
Noraro. Brady started four times. 

Three returning starters give the secondary a 
solid blend of youth and experience. Junior 
Thomas Kelly got six starts at free safety and sen- 
iors Derek Ward and Cameron Chadwick started 
eight and four times respectively at cornerback, 
Junior cornerback Kevin Williams led the team 
with three interceptions, Junior Norris Crawford 
started three games at free safety and three at 
strong safety, and is in line for the latter position, 
now known as “Rook.” 

For the second straight year, placckicking left 
something to be desired. Junior Nick Mike-Mayer, 
son of the former NFL kicker, connected on eight- 
of-15 field-goal attempts and 31-of-34 PATS, and 
faces a challenge from sophomore Joe Donato and 
redshirt freshman Lee McDonald. Junior Jared 
Slovan punted for a weak 36.5-yard average. 

Tailback Bosch, cornerback Chadwick and 
sophomore defensive back Peter Clarke are in line 
for kick return duties. Last year, Bosch returned 
12 kickoffs for an 18.4-yard average. 

“L know what it takes to win,” Shea says. But 
not this year, when Rutgers will likely have more 
razzle than dazzle. 
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New Mexico Lobos 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Dennis Franchione 
4-7-0 (2-6-0) 
6th WAC Mountain 


xulting after an upset of Colorado State on 
| the road last October, New Mexico coach 
Dennis Franchione liked the sound of his 

team’s record, 

“This program has had trouble being four and 
anything, let alone 4-3,” he said at the time. 

Four weeks later, thanks partly to injuries, the 
Lobos stood 4-7, A season-ending loss to UTEP 
especially took some of the shine off Franchione’s 
turnaround of the New Mexico program. 

But Franchione is hoping senior quarterback 
Donald Sellers and a new defensive alignment 
can lift the Lobos back to the level of 1993, when 
they went 6-5. A new football facility with a 
giant weight room and other improvements in 
the University Stadium end zone have helped 
recruiting efforts. Furthermore, the program is 
close to the limit of 85 scholarship athletes. 

“We're finally getting to the point where our 
scholarship numbers are comparable to our com- 
petition,” says Franchione. “We don’t want to 
make excuses but it’s been a long, uphill battle.” 

Franchione is 18-26 in four seasons. His best 
finish in the old 10-team WAC was a tie for fifth 
in 94, Ending in the upper half of the Mountain 
Division is a reasonable goal for this fall. 

Sellers started eight games last season as a jun- 
ior college transfer but, because of injuries, com- 
pleted only five passes. Still, he broke Stoney 
Case's single-season school records for comple- 
tion percentage (62.1) and passing efficiency 
while running the option effectively. 

“You talk about one guy who had a great day 
against us,” says Colorado State defensive coordi- 
nator Larry Kerr, remembering the Lobos’ 22-14 
win. “He really surprised us with his throwing 
ability and accuracy.” 

Providing depth will be sophomore Graham 
Leigh, who became Pacific's starter at the end of 
the season, then transferred to New Mexico after 
the Tigers’ decision to suspend football. 

Sophomore tailback Ché Johnson replaces the 
departed Winslow Oliver and is joined by junior 
fullback Chris Shelton (468 rushing yards), 
whose eight receptions included a 77-yard play. 

New Mexico usually employs a three-receiver 
set, Juniors Milton Thomas and Bertrand Martin 
and senior Larry Brown all recorded double-fig- 
ure catch totals, Senior Jeremy Banks is New 


Mexico's top returning receiver in catches with 19 
in 1995 and will see considerable action. 

Sophomore tight end Tommy Hemphill was 
scheduled to redshirt, but injuries required his 
starting the last four games. Junior Roy White 
manned the spot in spring practice. 

The offensive line, clearly the Lobos’ strength, 
has five returning starters. The anchor is senior 
center Brandon ‘Turner, who has allowed just 
three sacks and committed only five penalty 
infractions in 34 career games. He was All-WAC 
in 1995. Against BYU last fall, senior strong 
guard Andy Gleason played as a sixth lineman, 
positioned outside the tackle, fora different look. 
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Brandon Turner 


Senior quick guard Kevin Ned is a transfer 
from California who established himself last sea- 


son and recorded 17 knockdown blocks against 
San Diego State. Junior strong tackle Matt Tyner 
has started 21 of 23 career games, and junior 
quick tackle Shane Jaeger was in the lineup for six 
games in the second half of the 1995 campaign. 

The Lobos finished sixth in the WAC and 24th 
nationally in total offense last season. 

“Their offense presents problems because of all 
its facets,” says Utah coach Ron McBride. 

On the defensive line, the Lobos have experi- 
enced all kinds of injuries and other trouble the 
last couple of years. The new defensive scheme 
calls for a 4-2-5 alignment, and New Mexico 
needs senior end Buddy Billingsley (shoulder) 


eiuchart 


OFFENSE (7) 


Miton Thomas Ur., 2); Jeremy Banks (Sr., 1) 
Larry Brown (Sr., 1); Jamie. Oliver Ur... 0) 
Bertrand Martin Ur., 1 Charles Westmoreland {So., 0} 
Matt Tyner (Jt. 2); Jason Carson (Fr., 0) 

Andy Gleason (Sr, 3); Chris Wallace (So., 1} 
Brandon Turner (Sr., 3); Aaron Ocampo {So., 0} 
Kevin Ned (Sr., 1); Manny Alderete (Sr,, 2} 
Shane Jaeger (Jr., 2); Josh Brown (Fr., O} 
Donald Sellers (Sr., 1); Graham Leigh (So,, 0) 
Ché Johnson (So., 1); Lennox Gordon (So., 1) 
Chris Shelton (Jr, 2); Max Miranda Ur., 1) 
Colby Cason (Jr., 1) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Terrence Burton (Sr., 1); Jason Purvis (Fr., 0} 
Travis Journagan {Fr., 0); Joe Haynes {So., 0) 
Barrett Garrison {So.. 1); Frans Dinkelmann (Ft.. 0} 
Chris Carroll (Sr.. 3); Troy Dunlap (Sr., 1) 

Daniel Johnson (Sr., 3); Terrence Burton (Sr, 1) 
Blake Irwin (Jr., 2); Bart Barnard (Jr. 2) 

Antoine Wright (So,, 1); Reggie Sampson (Fr.. 0) 
Scott MeGarrahan (Je., 2); Tock Kirkpatrick (So.. 0) 
Billy Austin (Js, 2); Chad Smith (So., 1) 

Jameal Woods (Jr., 2); Marcus McDavid (Fr., 07 
Chili Davis (Sr. 1): Derrick Milner (So. 1) 

P Jason Bloom {So.. 1) 
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and junior tackle John Wingate (foot) to rebound 
after injuries. Furthermore, former starting nose 
guard Corbin Epps will return after being sus- 
pended for the spring. 

“[ sure remember their nose guard; the guy was 
a physical specimen,” says BYU quarterback 
Steve Sarkisian. 

The absence of the aforementioned trio gave 
senior ends Terrence Burton and Chris Carroll, 
redshirt freshman tackle Travis Journagan, soph- 


2 omore tackle Barrett Garrison and senior end 


Troy Dunlap the primary work during the spring. 

At linebacker, junior Blake Irwin is on course 
to become the school’s all-time leading tackler 
fter averaging 10.6 stops a game last year. The 
nephew of pro golfer Hale Irwin made eight tack- 
les for losses and deflected six passes. 

Senior Daniel Johnson (a team-leading 11 
tackles a game) subdues opposing ball carriers and 
would-be car thieves with equal vigor. He joined 
Garrison in apprehending an alleged perpetrator 
outside the school’s athletic offices last February. 

The Lobos intercepted only three passes last 
season. A WAC defense should grab more than 
that by accident alone. Thus, Franchione made 
staff changes, bringing in Gary Patterson from 
Navy as his defensive coordinator. 

“We have to find something that will create 
turnovers,” Franchione says. “We want to make 
things happen. Instead of reading and waiting on 
defense, we need to be more aggressive.” 

The new look features five defensive backs, 
with sophomore Antoine Wright moving from 
“bandit” linebacker to strong safety. Starting safe- 
ties Scott McGarrahan and Billy Austin, both 
juniors, still are called safeties in the alignment. 
McGarrahan had 15 tackles and forced a fumble 
against Fresno State. 

Senior Chili Davis and junior Jameal Woods 
are the likely starters at the corners. Junior college 
transfers Brian Braziel and Ramos McDonald will 
arrive in the fall. The new philosophy calls for 
more man-to-man coverage after opponents 
completed 64 percent of their passes. 

Junior Colby Cason made 11-of-18 field goals 
last season, but seven of the successful kicks were 
from inside 30 yards, His longest field goal was 
only 37 yards. Sophomore punter Jason Bloom 
was impressive in limited action, averaging 42.8 
yards on 12 punts, including a 60-yarder. Bloom 
can also kick off. 

Oliver's loss leaves only Brown and Chad 
Smith with much kick/punt-return experience. 

Franchione is discovering that becoming com- 
petitive is easier than taking the next step to con- 
tending in the WAC. In the Mountain Division, 
the Lobos must tangle with BYU and Utah, in 
addition to competing with the new Texas teams, 

Only if the defense adjusts quickly to the 
changes can New Mexico hope to play .500 ball 
in the conference. The non-league schedule (New 
Mexico State, Northern Arizona and Central 
Florida) is easily che most favorable in years. 
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s college football fans fascinated by over- 

night successes begin “The Hunt for the 

Next Northwestern,” there is compelling 
evidence that Team Turnaround — 1996 version 
— could be Southern Methodist. 

‘True, with a combined two victories the past 
two seasons, there is ample room for improve- 
ment. But there are enough variables in the Mus- 
tangs’ football equation to suggest a move to the 
Western Athletic Conference could produce great 
success. 

SMU trades conference games against 1995 
bowl teams Texas, Texas A&M and Texas Tech for 
UTEP, Tulsa and New Mexico. Also, the non- 
conference schedule (Navy, Missouri and Arkan- 
sas) appears manageable. 

But the main reasons for optimism, according 
to coach ‘Tom Rossley, are unprecedented depth 
— by SMU standards — in both lines and the 
return of two outstanding players who were side- 
lined in 1995, 

SMU’s chief assets include senior quarterback 
Ramon Flanigan, the Southwest Conference's 
1994 leader in coral offense; the SWC’s top tack- 
lers from 1994 (linebacker Chris Bordano) and 
1995 (linebacker Craig Swann); and 17 letter- 
men, including 11 with starting experience, 
along both lines. 

Especially encouraging was the spring work of 
Flanigan and Bordano, who missed the 1995 sea- 
son because of injuries. Their presence, plus a 
squad that ranks as SMU’s most experienced 
since 1992, is a motivation to Swann, a senior 
who registered a league-high 16.7 tackles per 
game in the SWC’s final season. 

“L always looked for this to be the year we had 
a chance to make a real impact, even playing 
against the (Top 25) teams in the SWC,” Swann 
says. “Going to the WAC emphasizes that even 
more,” 

Rossley agrees, 

“We're tired of being close,” says the sixth-year 
coach secking to improve on a career mark of 
10-42-3. “I feel good about this being the year 
we turn it around. | think our style of play is a 
better fit for the WAC, and the matchups will be 
a lot better for us. If we stay healthy, we'll have a 
chance to win every Saturday.” 

It is impossible to overstate the importance to 
SMU’s run-and-shoot attack of a healthy Flani- 
gan, a 4.37 sprinter who has accumulated 4,351 
yards of total offense (218 per game). 

He logged his best statistical season (237.1 
yards per game) in 1994 despite playing all year 
on a strained left hamstring. 

New Mexico coach Dennis Franchione remem- 
bers watching Flanigan pass for 187 yards and 
rush for 113 in a 34-31 victory over his Lobos. 
Flanigan, says Franchione, is “the most athletic 
quarterback we've faced since I've been here. He's 
got speed. He throws well off-balance. He's 
magic,” 

Seldom-used junior Mark Humble and incom- 


Tom Rossley 
1-10-0 (0-7-0) 
7th WAC Mountain 


SMU Mustangs 
‘ = a” = 


ing freshmen Chris Sanders and Clois Taylor fig- 
ure as Flanigan’s insurance policies. 

A once-dormant ground game began to blos- 
som with the emergence of Donte Womack (208 
carries, 758 yards), who could become the Mus- 
tangs’ first 1,000-yard rusher since Reggie 
Dupard in 1985. Womack is complemented by 
fellow junior Bryan Harmon, a solid inside threat 
whose presence allows Rossley to expand his use 
of wwo-back sets ro protect Flanigan. 

Depth comes from sophomores Roy Coats and 
Kelsey Adams, and incoming freshmen Wes 
Danaher of Corpus Christi, who rushed for 
8,837 yards during his high school career. 

SMU's primary targets figure to be senior 
Kevin Thornal, the team’s top big-play threat (44 


chart ‘| 
OFFENSE (9) 

Lamonte Guillory (So., 1}; 88 Kevin Lias (So, 1) 
Rafiq Cooper (So., 1); 87 Damond Bluoitt (Fr., 0) 
Jason Holz (St, 3): 67 Jeremy Morgan (So,, 0) 
Dray Wilson (Jt., 2); 56 Kerry Scanlon (So. 1) 
Brannon Kidd (St., 3); 72 Dray Wilson (Ir, 2 
Keith Chiles (Sr., 3); 70 Austin Adami (Fr., 0) 
Glenn Ivey (Jt., 2); 78 Bill Holder (Fr., 0) 
‘Kevin Thornal {St., 3); 84 Jimmy Moore (So., 1) 
Albert Johnson (So.. 4); 23 Rochon George (Jr. 2) 
Ramon Flanigan (Sr., 2); 7 Mark Humble (Jr, 4) 
Donte Womack (Jr., 2); 34 Bryan Harmon Ur, 2) 
Daniel Hemandez {Jr.. 1) 
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DEFENSE (8) 


Wendell Washington (So., 3): 97 Johny Witson (Jr, 0} 
Jason Evans (Jr., 2); 59 Mac McKinnie (St, 3) 
Ahmad Hayes (Jr, 2}; 93 Wilbert Mitchell (St. 3) 
Warwick Woodard (Jc, 2); 89 Clint Snowden (So.. 1) 
Jackson Moore (X., 2}; 52 Chris Gedwed Ur., 0} 
Craig Swann (Sc, 3); 55 Tim Pound (Fr,, 0} 
42 Chris Bordano (Jr, 2); 44 Blake Perkins (So., 1) 
» Kenneth imo (So., 1); 20 Carlyoe Btack (Ur., 1) 
Donald Mitchell (So., 1); 48 Chad Sennette (Fr,, 0) 
Jay Harvey (St., 3); 27 Chad Kollar (So... 1) 
Dewey Evans {So., 1); 3 Jacoby Rhinehart (So, 1) 
Anthony Scotti (Jr., 2) 
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catches and a team-high six touchdowns), and 
sophomores Albert Johnson and Rafiq Cooper. 

In addition, sophomores Lamonte Guillory 
and Jimmy Moore seem primed for breakthrough 
seasons. 

Three seniors head into their fourth seasons as 
starters along the Mustangs’ “best offensive line 
since I've been here,” extols Rossley. Incumbents 
with all-conference pedigrees include center 
Brannon Kidd and right guard Keith Chiles. Left 
tackle Jason Holz completes the trio. In addition, 
left guard Dray Wilson and right tackle Glenn 
Ivey, both juniors, are returning starters. 

All four defensive line starters return, but 
they're the same fellows who, in part, surrendered 


> 266 rushing yards per contest (5.3 per carry) in 


1995, Rossley is counting on an extra year of 
maturity, combined with some personnel moves, 
to improve those numbers in the WAC. 

Rossley tried sophomore Wendell Washington 
and junior Warwick Woodard, last year's starting 
defensive ends, at defensive tackle during the 
spring and may leave them there to spell return- 
ees Jason Evans and Ahmad Hayes, a pair of jun- 
iors. 

The Mustangs are solid as a rock at inside line- 
backer, where seniors Bordano and Swann will be 
positioned shoulder-to-shoulder in Rossley's 44 
alignment. Before suffering a back injury, Bor- 
dano, then a junior, averaged an SWC-best 13.9 
tackles per game in "94. Swann topped that figure 
last year. The pair, says Swann, could finish No. | 
and 2 among WAC tacklers in 1996. 

Junior Jackson Moore and sophomore Kenneth 
Imo return at the outside linebacker positions. 
Moore tallied 78 tackles last season, third-best on 
the team. 

Improvement is needed in a secondary that 
produced just eight interceptions (four by return- 
ces) last season. Sophomore free safety Chad Kol- 
lar notched two thefts in one game and will battle 
senior Jay Harvey for the starting spot. 

The corners are open to all comers, with soph- 
omores Dewey Evans and vastly improved Jacoby 
Rhinehart battling at one spot, and sophomore 
Donald Mitchell and redshirt freshman Chad 
Sennette at the other. 

For the third consecutive season, junior An- 
thony Scotti handles SMU’s punting. He finished 
35th nationally in net punting last season (36.6 
yards per punt) without suffering a blocked kick. 

Transfer Daniel Hernandez has yet to attempt 
a field goal in college. But the junior wowed 
Rossley during spring work with his leg strength 
on kickoffs and his consistency on placements. 

“He can hit from beyond 50 yards and the 
pressure doesn't bother him,” Rossley says. 

SMU's return specialists are inexperienced. 

“The whole key for SMU will be Ramon and 
how he heals,” says Rice coach Ken Hatfield. 
“He's as good a quarterback as there is in the 
country. They're a different team when he's in the 
game.” 
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Nevada Wolf Pack 


Head Coach: Jeff Tisdel 
1995 Record (Big West): 9-3-0 (6-0-0) 
1996 Pick: 2nd Big West 


top me if you've heard this one — Chris 


Nevada's head football coach. 

In late April, following spring practice, Ault 
announced — again, just as he did in June 1993 
— that he would devote all his time to his duties 
as athletic director. 

“My expectations as an athletic director are 
very, very high for myself,” he said. “My expecta- 
tions of myself as a football coach are very, very 
high. You cannot be a part-time football coach.” 

Ault’s first try at relinquishing the coaching 
reins didn't work when Jeff Horton left after one 
season for UNLY. All indications were — and 
Ault did nothing to dispel them — that his sue- 
cessor this time would be Jeff Tisdel, Nevada's 
assistant head coach and a former head coach at 
Sacramento City College from 1989-93, In 
1992, ‘Tisdel was named California Junior Col- 
lege Coach of the Year. He isa Nevada grad and 
ironically was Ault’s first All-American. 

Nevada's offense has proven over the years that it 
reloads rather than rebuilds. This year’s reloading 
may put several ammunition shops out of business. 

If Florida’s offense is the “system,” just call 
Nevada's THE “system.” The Wolf Pack is the 
only team to average more than 500 yards a game 
over the last three years. During that stretch, they 
have led the nation in total offense nwice. In the 
last five seasons, Nevada has generated the most 
total yardage and passing yardage in the country. 

It would be unrealistic to think the Wolf Pack 
can do it again, They return 38 of 54 lettermen, but 
only two starters on offense — receiver Damond 
Wilkens and center Jeff Hadwick — to go with 
eight on defense and both kicking specialists, 

“The defense has the best nucleus and the most 
experience by far,” says Ault, who developed the 
Wolf Pack’s explosive offense. “Tam counting on 
the defense to make a game winning difference 
for us throughout the year, not just a game here 
and there.” 

Nevada was 9-3 last year (Big West champs at 
6-0), including a 40-37 overtime loss to Toledo 


in the Las Vegas Bowl. Nevada's toral offense of 


569.4 yards a game was almost 200 yards above 
the national average, but it’s doubrful if any team 
has ever lost as much firepower as the Wolf Pack. 

Nor only did quarterback Mike Maxwell lead 
the nation in total offense with 402.6 yards a 
game — he missed the last nwo regular-season 
contests — but wideout Alex Van Dyke was the 
national leader in receptions per game (11.7) and 
receiving yards per game (168.6) and finished 
second in all-purpose yards (224.2), For good 
measure, running back Kin (CQ) Minor, who 
rushed for 1,052 yards, also graduated. 


No school's quarterback has ever led the nation 
in total offense four years in a row, but Nevada has 
a chance. Chris Vargas was the national leader in 
1993 and Maxwell did it the last nvo years, equal- 
ing the record set by Brigham Young's Mare Wilson 
in 1979 and Jim McMahon in 1980 and 1981. 
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Ault is stepping down as the University of 


Maxwell's successor will be cither junior Eric 
Bennett or sophomore John Dutton, a transfer 
from Texas. Ault says he will not name a starter 
until the week before the first game. 

Bennett started the last two games of the regu- 
lar season when Maxwell was sidelined. For the 


year, he appeared in six games, completing 59 of 


99 passes (59.6 percent) for 933 yards, five 
touchdowns and five interceptions. In his two 
starts, Bennett passed for 315 yards against 
Pacific and 492 against San Jose State. He aver- 
aged 9.4 yards per attempt to Maxwell’s 8.8. 
Before his latest retirement, Ault said that both 
of them “are excellent athletes and they are a lot 
more mobile (than Maxwell).” In fact, Ault was 
in the process “of installing some new offense to 
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OFFENSE (2) 


Sean Simms (Sr., 1); 89 Matt Kelly (r., 2) 
Donny West (Jr., 1): 63 Jason Sadier (Ur., 0) 
Keith Rogers (Sr., 1); 77 Soma Helu (in, 0} 

Jeff Hadwick (Sr., 2); 50 Steve Hill (Sr, 1) 

Pat Freeman (r,, 0); 74Ken White (Ut. 0) 

Mike Edwards Ur., 1); 71 Nathan Thompson (ir. 0) 
Damond Wilkens (Sr. 1); 12 Arthur Lloyd (So. 0) 
Esic Bennett Ur. 1): John Dutton (So.. 0) 

Emie Wilson (Sr... 1); 22 Mex Gresham (Jr. 0} 
Geotf Noisy {So.. 1}: 1 Ken Wiliams (Uc, 0} 

Nimoy Triplet Uc, Ok 47 Greg Russet Ur, 0) 
Damon Shea (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Aaron Lozano Ur, 1); 42 Tawan Hall (Sr. 3) 
Justin Tenpenny (Ur.. 1); 93 Rick Cross (Fr. 0} 
James Cannida (Je, 2), 98 Binen Edwords Ur, 0) 
George Jones Ur., 0); 96 Brian Feamiey (Sr, 0) 
Dan Rockwell (Fr, 0); 55 Jimmy Burk (Ur, 0) 
Mike Crawford (St., 2); 58 Aeron Cudworth (Fr.. 0) 
Deshone Myles (Jr, 2); 38 Mott Shoda (So., 1) 
Mike Guider (Jc, 1); 31 Don Morgan (So. 1) 
Garnett Overby (Sc, 3); 7 Marco Dupree (So. 0) 
James Johnson (S¢., 2); 10 Moleth Biythe (Sr. 0) 
Darnell Hasson (S¢., 3); 6 Da Quan Davis (Fr. 0) 
Jason McLean (Jr, 1) 
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take advantage of the mobility we will have at 
quarterback no matter which one is in there.” 
Senior Ernie Wilson, who rushed for 188 yards 
against Louisiana Tech in his only start, is expected 
to man Nevada's one-man backfield. Wilson broke 
his foot in that game, but still wound up the No. 
2 rusher with 390 yards and a 5.1 per-carry aver- 
age, slightly above Minor’s 4.8. Sophomore Oscar 
Galloway was Nevada's short-yardage specialist. 
scoring six touchdowns on just 32 rushes. 
Wilkens, a senior, has a tough act to follow since 
Van Dyke broke a 30-year-old NCAA record for 
most receiving yards in a season with 1,854. Wilk- 


Sens wasn't exactly chopped liver; he caught 51 
2 passes for 754 yards and six touchdowns. 


Nevada routinely uses three wideouts and Steve 
McHenry, the No, 2 receiver with 59 catches, 
also graduated. Sophomores Geoff Noisy (17 
catches) and Arthur Lloyd should see lots of play- 
ing time and the Wolf Pack is expecting immedi- 
ate help from junior college transfers Nimoy 
Triplet, Wesley Morris and Greg Russell. 

Senior Sean Simms started the first three games 
at tight end and caught seven passes before a knee 
injury ended his season. 

The offensive line is the No. 1 concern. Had- 
wick has started for two years and could be the 
best center in the conference. The other starters 
will all be new, but six lettermen are available — 
seniors Steve Hill and Keith Rogers and juniors 
Mike Edwards, Donny West, Nathan Thompson 
and Pat Freeman, 

More positions are up for grabs on the defen- 
sive line than any area on that side of the ball. 
Junior tackle James Cannida is the only player 
with a lock on his position. Senior end Tawan 
Hall started eight games, but missed the spring to 
concentrate on academics and will have to batile 
to regain his job, 

Bidding for starting sports are junior tackle Jus- 
tin Tenpenny, junior end Aaron Lozano and juco 
transfer George Jones, 

Junior linebacker DeShone Myles is a candidate 
for Big West Defensive Player of the Year after 
leading the team in tackles as a freshman (138) 
and sophomore (133). Senior Mike Crawford was 
second with 110 tackles. The third linebacker spot 
is open, with junior Jimmy Burk and redshirt 
freshman Dan Rockwell the front-runners. 

All four secondary starters are back as seniors, 
making this the most experienced unit on the 
squad. Strong safety James Johnson was an all 
conference pick and cornerback Darnell Hasson, 
who led the team with five interceptions, made 
the second team, The others are free safety Gar- 
nett Overby and cornerback Mike Guider. 

The kicking game was an unknown commod- 
ity a year ago, but sophomore Damon Shea made 
9-of-11 field goal attempts and hit 58 straight 
PATs after missing two in the opener and junior 
Jason McLean averaged 38.9 yards per punt. 

Wilson will return kickoffs. Wilkens was the 
top punt returner with an 8.5-yard average. 
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Ron Dickerson 
1-10-0 (1-6-0) 
8th Big East 


emple University’s football program is 

much like Dean Witter — both measure 

success one win at a time. In four of the 
last seven seasons, the Owls have managed only 
one measly win. 

But last year’s victory, 29-27 over Pittsburgh 
on Oct. 14, was memorable because it was Tem- 
ple’s first — and only — Big East triumph in 32 
games: 0-5 in 1991, 0-6 in 1992, 0-7 in 1993 
and again in 1994, and an 0-2 start last year 
before the dramatic breakthrough. 

It was Temple's only win in a 1-10 campaign, 
but the 1-6 Big East record enabled the Owls to 
finish seventh, ahead of cellar-dwelling Pitt. 
Improvement was evident, even though the 
record was down from 2-9 a year earlier. 

“The Owls don't wash down with the pretzels 
like they used to,” wrote a Florida scribe. “Sure, 
they still lose, but they are reluctant, even stub- 
born about it. Slowly, they are getting better.” 

Also realistic. 

“This year, I'm going to take the wait-and-see 
approach,” says coach Ron Dickerson, 4-29 after 
three years of a start-from-less-than-scratch re- 
construction project. “Last year, | thought we 
were going to win more games than we did. | felt 
very confident in our team but some unexpected 
things happened. 

“Our quarterback got hurt. Two running backs 
were injured. We did not do well offensively, 
although defensively we came through.” 

Dickerson isn’t making any rash promises. Last 
year, he predicted that the Owls “would win 
some games” with 38 lettermen returning. Now, 
Temple's two best players — linebacker Lance 
Johnstone, a two-time MVP, and offensive line- 
man John Summerday — have graduated. 

In 1995, Dickerson promised the offense 
would be improved. Instead, the Owls’ passing 
game slipped from first in the Big East to sixth, 
and they ranked last in the league in total offense 
and scoring. 

The defense, however, trimmed its yields from 
37.9 points and 445.1 yards per game in 1994 to 
32.6 and 403.8, With the exception of a 66-14 
pounding administered by Penn State, the 
defense was respectable in every contest. 

Temple's 1995 non-conference slate doesn't 
appear as rugged as last year’s, with the notable 
exception of a visit from the Nittany Lions. 

According to Penn State coach Joe Paterno, 
‘Temple senior quarterback Henry Burris is “a 
great player. He's got a good arm, a quick release 
and he can scramble,” 

Burris became Temple's all-time passing leader 
in the season finale — he has 5,411 yards — but 
struggled at times. The reasoning went that it was 
a case of his knowing too much about the Owls’ 
complex offense and thinking too much. So, 
midway through the season, the coaches decided 
to simplify the offense. 

Burris completed 139-of-300 passes (46.3 per- 
cent) for 2,004 yards and 11 touchdowns, with 


Temple Owls 


Henry Burris 


17 interceptions, a far cry from the previous sea- 
son when he ranked 15th nationally in total 
offense and set eight school passing records. 

“| see Henry Burris having an outstanding year 
with the help of the wide-receiving crew, the tight 
ends and the running backs,” Dickerson says. 
“We should do a good job on offense.” 

In the vacuum created by injuries to sopho- 
more Ramod Lee and senior Juan Gaddy, tailback 
Eugene Culbreath, now a senior, stepped in and 
rushed for a team-high 451 yards on 103 carries, 
including a 124-yard effort against Miami in his 
first collegiate start. It was the third-lowest team- 
leading total in 25 years. Lee missed three games 
with an ankle injury, ending with 329 yards and 
six TDs. Senior Frank Carter returns at fullback. 
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OFFENSE (9) 


Troy Kersey (Jr, 2); 20 Kevin Walker (Jr., 1) 
Roger Chanoine (So., 1); 74 Tim Leach (Jr., 0) 
Ed Bowen (Sr., 3); 63 Scott Oster (So., 0) 

Rick Smith Ur., 0); 56 Michael Tripp (So., 0) 
Charlie Morris (Ur., 0); 97 Rick Williams (So., 0) 
Eric Johnson (Sr., 3); 68 Orew Peterson (Sr., 3) 
Justin Coltins Ur, 0); 82 Casey Jones (r,, 0) 
Van Johnson (Sr., 3); 10 Kareem Gilliard Ur, 0) 
Henry Burris (Sr., 3); 9 Pat Bonner Uc, 0} 
Ramod Lee (So., 1); 3 Eugene Culbreath {Sr., 3) 
Frank Carter (Sr., 3); 46 Brent Johnstone Ur. 0} 
Zane Michaiski (Jr. 0) 
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DEFENSE (7) 


Robert Kelly (So., 2); 35 Jason Davis (Sr., 3) 

Ben Mayer (Sr., 0); 91 Frank Rutherford (Fr,, 0) 
Tealang Loyd (Sr. 3); 99 Vince Peilis UUr., 0) 

Tim Terry (Sr, 2); 57 Steve Simpkins Ur., 0) 
Keith Kerrin (Sr., 2); 87 Fenton Graham (So., 0) 
Alshermond Singleton (Sr. 3); 40 Jason Blissett (Fr. O} 
Corey Green {Sr., 3}; 48 Dean Jones (Sr., 0) 
Lamond Adams (So., 1); 29 Tom tndio (So., 0) 
Kobie Barnett {So., 0); 15 Clinton Nelson (Ur., 0} 
Ted McDuffie (Sr., 3); 27 Quincy Brannon (Fr., 0) 
Deadrake Epps (Jr., 1); 23 Aaron Patterson (So., 0) 
Josh Boles (Js, 0} 
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Junior wideouts Troy Kersey and Kevin Walker, 
and senior Van Johnson each caught 20 passes in 
1995. Kersey accounted for 469 yards receiving, 
Johnson added 322 and Walker had 321. 

Dickerson has high hopes for redshirt sopho- 
more Kenyatta Carter, “a wide receiver that | look 
forward to seeing on the field. He is probably the 
fastest young man on our team.” 

Juniors Justin Collins, Casey Jones and Kyle 
Benzio, none of whom caught a pass, will com- 
pete for the job at tight end. 

Through the first five games of the season, 
Temple used five different offensive line combi- 
nations because of injuries. Three starters return: 
senior tackle Eric Johnson, sophomore tackle 
Roger Chanoine and senior guard Ed Bowen, 
Also penciled in are junior center Rick Smith and 
junior guard Charlie Morris. 

The defensive line produced 18 sacks last year. 
Senior nose tackle Tealang Lloyd and senior end Tim 
Terry led the way with four apiece, and both return. 
Also returning are sophomore Robert Kelly and 
senior Jason Davis, who shared one end position. 

The fourth starter probably will be senior tackle 
Ben Mayer, a transfer from Florida State. Dickerson 
says, “He brings a lot to the table. He brings 
enthusiasm and he’s extremely powerful.” 

Two-thirds of an outstanding linebacking corps 
departed in Johnstone and Willie Brown, leaving 
senior Alshermond Singleton returning in the 
middle. He was the team’s No. 2 tackler with 151 
stops, just two behind Johnstone. 

Senior Corey Green, 1995 fullback, should 
man one outside spot, with senior Keith Kerrin at 
the other. 

The leader of the secondary is senior free safety 
Ted McDuffie, who totaled 86 tackles last year. 
Sophomore Lamond Adams and junior Deadrake 
Epps split time at one corner, but Allan Jackson, 
who led the Owls with three interceptions, is 
gone. Epps probably will move over to fill that 
spot. Sophomore Kobie Barnett goes from free 
safety to the vacant strong safety spot. 

Temple recruited a couple of junior college 
flashes to shore up the secondary, which inter- 
cepted only four passes. Excel Lucas and Rahmel 
Meade both run the 40 in 4.4. 

Junior Zane Michalski converted 6-of-9 field- 
goal attempts last year and all 19 PATs. Temple 
signed junior college punter Josh Boies to replace 
record-setting John Shay. Walker is the main 
return man. Last year, he averaged 16.7 yards per 
kickoff return and 9.1 on punt returns. 

“Every team in the Big East will be improved 
this season,” Dickerson says. “Our program is 
heading in the proper direction. We have new 
facilities thar have paid off in two excellent 
recruiting efforts. Our student-athletes are 
thrilled with the weight-training room that is on 
a par with virtually any collegiate institution in 
the country, Our players are hungry to get 
stronger and better.” 

And win more than one measly game. 
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Arkansas State In 


Head Coach: John Bobo 
1995 Record (Big West): 6-5-0 (3-3-0) 


Jeveland wasn't the only city whose Indi- 
ns enjoyed a breakthrough year in 1995. 
fter seven straight losing seasons and a 
four-year record of 6-37-1, the Arkansas State 
Indians of Jonesboro, Ark., who in 1993 were 


termed “the worst (Division I-A football) team in 
the United States” by Sports Illustrated, jumped 
from 1-10 in 1994 to 6-5 last year. 

Those weren't the only numbers that jumped. 
The program had about 75 players participate in 
this past spring practice. That number may be 
modest for some power programs but is signifi- 
cant by recent ASU standards, 

“We're excited because for the first time we 
have some depth,” says Indians coach John Bobo, 
who earned Big West Conference Coach of the 
Year honors. Since then, the Indians have left the 
Big West Conference football consortium and 
will play this year as an independent. 

As a result of the improved health of the Indian 
program, Bobo planned a true spring game for 
the first time. “In the pase, we've had to line up 
offense vs. defense,” he says. 

And though graduation hit hard, leaving the 
Indians with only four returning starters on 
offense and five on defense (overall, the squad 
returns 37 of 60 lettermen), there now is a sense 
of optimism in Jonesboro. 

Yes, improvement has been made in many areas 
by this long-suffering program. A telling statistic, 
involving penalties, from last fall highlights the 
progress. Arkansas State was flagged a mere 73 
times for 598 lost yards. Conversely, foes were 
nailed 102 times for 850 yards. 

The only returning quarterback with any expe- 
rience is junior Brent Pettus, who has toiled in 16 
games and started against Memphis in 1994 
(completing 14-of-18 passes for 142 yards), Red- 
shirt freshman Sean Cockrell and junior college 
transfer Jeremie Watkins are the other scholarship 
quarterbacks, 

The Indians operate from a single-back set, and 
they have a versatile player for that role in senior 
Corey Walker, who rushed for 1,013 yards, 
caught a team-high 42 passes and was eighth 
nationally in all-purpose yards. 

“He's got to carry even more of a load this 
year,” Bobo says. 

Walker's emergence must be satisfying to ASU 
followers and Walker himself. Once a highly 
regarded college prospect out of Memphis Hill- 
crest High School, Walker finally emerged last 
season as a big-time college player. 

Senior wideout Reginald Murphy, last: year's 
No. 2 receiver with 38 catches, played baseball in 
the spring. He needs 18 receptions to break NFL 
star Fred Barnett’s school record of 95. The other 
wideout should be one of two sophomores, 
Lennie Johnson or J.J. Washington. 

Sophomore Scott LaRusso entered the spring 
as the No, 1 H-back. Senior Austin Tinsley, the 
No. 2 running back, also will back up LaRusso at 
the H-back position. 
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Senior Kevin Kammer and junior Rennell 
Woods are battling for the tight end spot. 
On the offensive line, senior Jason Bennett 


started all season at center, and senior guard 
Brent Turner is another returning starter. Senior 
Brett Myers and sophomore Todd Frohbieter saw 
extensive action at tackle, as did senior Ben Dew 
at guard. 

“We've got good size and good experience on 
the line, plus we've gor some real depth for the 
first time since I've been here,” Bobo says. 

Defensively, sophomore Matt Smith started 
cight games at tackle, while the leading candidate 
to replace Carlo White at nose guard is sopho- 
more Sedrick Richardson. Senior Gary Jackson 
earned All-Big West honors last year at one end 


rm chart ‘| 
OFFENSE (4) 


Lennie Johnson (So., 1); Ramone Lee (Fr., 0) 
Todd Frohbieter (So., 1); Jason Sink (Ur. 0) 
Ben Dew (Sr., 1); Mike Wolford (Fr, 0) 

Jason Bennett (Sr, 3); Sear) Burdick (Ur., 0) 
Brent Turner (Sr, 3); Seth McCullar (Fr, 0) 
Brett Myers (Sr,, 3); Matt Turner iFr.. 0) 
Kevin Kammer (Sr., 3); Rennell Woods Ur., 2) 
Brent Pettus (ir, 2): Sean Cockrell (Fr.. 0) 
Scott LaRusso {So.. 1): lan Sullivan (Fr...0) 
Corey Walker (St, 2): Austin Tinsley (Sr... 3) 
Reginald Murphy (St, 3),.) J. Washington (So.. 1) 
Jett Caldwell (Se. 3) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Rodney Alien (Jr., 1); Jeremiah Ligon (So., 1) 
Roderick Mosley (Sr., 1): Maunce Harris (Se. 3) 
Chappell Mitchell (So., 1): Denistvo Blonchett (Fr., 0) 
Darrell Baker (Sc, 1); Thomas Canale (So.. 1) 
Linton Beavers (Sr., 3); Donnell Jordan (r., 0) 
Koetter Little (So., 1); Kelvin Tate Ur., 1) 
Torrance Suggs (St., 3); Kevin Brazile (So., 1) 
Gary Jackson (St, 3); Tim Willams (Sr., 2) 
Sedrick Richartison (So,, 1); Mark Davenport (So., 1) 
Matt Smith (So., 1); Dersel Alveres (Fr.. 0) 
Ctarence Wiltams (So... 1); Chris Petersen Lr. 2) 
Scott Simons (t., 0) 
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and sophomore Clarence Williams got several 
starts on the other. In addition, senior Tim 
Williams, an early-season starter, is back after 
missing most of the year with a broken leg. 
“We've got to have some young players develop 
into men,” Bobo says of his tackle corps. 
Numerous scholarship linebackers return but 
the only starter back is senior Torrance Suggs, 
who moves from the weak side to the strong side. 
He recorded a team-high 84 tackles last year. 
Senior Linton Beavers shifts from middle line- 


= backer to the weak side. The third member of the 


trio probably will be sophomore Koerter Little. 

With 10 scholarship players available, the sec- 
ondary should be the strength of the defense. 
Senior cornerback Darrell Baker and sophomore 
strong, safety Chappell Mitchell were starters last 
season, while junior cornerback Rodney Allen 
and senior free safety Roderick Mosley started at 
times. 


“We’re excited because 
for the first time we’ve 
got some depth.” 
— John Bobo 


Providing a substantial boost to the defensive 
backfield will be senior strong safety Maurice 
Harris, who was felled by a knee injury in Game 
2 of last season and given a medical hardship. 
Sophomore cornerback Jeremiah Ligon provides 
nice depth. 

Blunily, the Indian kicking game is a major 
concern because punter Kyle Richardson and his 
40.9-yard average have departed. If junior Scot 
Simons (a transfer from Middle Tennessce State) 
or redshirt freshman Lucas Haman cant fill 
Richardson's shoes, Bobo may have to call upon a 
true freshman, 

“(This) is a very critical position, and we need 
someone who can step up and become a solid 
punter,” says Bobo, 

Senior placekicker Jeff Caldwell returns, but he 
made only 5-of-13 field-goal attempts last season 
and could be unseated by sophomore Chris 
Stevens. 

Although the schedule takes the Indians to 
Brigham Young and Ole Miss, it also includes a 
Division Il opponent (Central Arkansas) and a 
pair of Division I-AA foes (Austin Peay and 
Southeast Missouri State). Trips to UAB, South- 
western Louisiana, Mississippi, East Carolina and 
Nevada will prove interesting. With the momen- 
tum built from last season, the Indians have a rea- 
sonable chance to win six games. 

As for the future, Sun Belt Conference officials 
have begun informal talks about sponsoring foot- 
ball. Arkansas State would join former Big West 
cohorts (and fellow Sun Belt members) Louisiana 
Tech and Southwestern Louisiana, and perhaps 
Northeast Louisiana, Middle Tennessee State and 
at least one other program, No timetable regard- 
ing formation has yet been set. 


ATHLON FooTBaALL 1996 


Central Michigan Chippewas 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Dick Flynn 
4-7-0 (2-6-0) 
4th MAC 


entral Michigan didn’t quite plunge from 
the penthouse to the outhouse last year, 
y but it was close. 

The 1995 season “was a big disappointment for 
all of us,” says coach Dick Flynn, who led the 
Chippewas to the Mid-American Conference 
title in his first season (1994), only to lose most 


of his key personnel and fall from the heights of 


a 9-2 record to a 4—7 mark last year (2-6, tied for 
seventh in the MAC). “We were coming off a 
great scason with high goals for the year. It just 
didn't happen.” 

Central Michigan played a bevy of freshmen 
last year, and while the youngsters underwent 
growing pains, they also laid a foundation for the 
future, according to Flynn, 

The future is now for the Chippewas as they 
head into 1996 with 41 of 58 lettermen return- 
ing, including seven starters on offense and nine 
on defense. They must replace both kicking spe- 
cialists. 


“We do have a lot of players back, but many of 


them are still young,” Flynn says. “We should be 
an improved football ream, but the MAC looks 
so strong this year that it will be a difficult test for 
everyone. I'm concerned that almost every team 
will be better and our final record may not indi- 
cate how much we've improved.” 

Central Michigan was especially young last 
year at the skill positions. Quarterback Chad 
Darnell, now a senior, completed 130-of-258 
passes (50.3 percent) for 1,724 yards and 10 
touchdowns, with 12 interceptions, in his first 
year as a starter. 

Junior Tim Crowley, who played in two games 
but didn't throw a pass, could challenge for the 
starting assignment, as could sophomore Tony 
Lorenzatti and redshirt freshman Jeff Davis. 

Sophomore tailback Silas Massey was voted the 
MAC's Freshman of the Year after rushing for 
1,089 yards although he didn’t become a starter 
until the midway point of the season. Senior full- 
back Chris Parmele (eight carries, 24 yards) 
should be his running mate. 

Sophomore Chad Alexander is slated to be 
Massey's backup, and sophomore Jeff Angeli will 
support Parmele. 

Four sophomores got considerable experience 
at the receiver positions, led by walk-on split end 
Bryan Schorman (38 catches, 604 yards before a 
season-ending collarbone injury) and flanker 
Reggie Allen (15 receptions, 304 yards). 

Allen is the best athlete among the wideouts. 
Sophomore tight end Adam Simonson grabbed 
22 aerials for 261 yards. Also in the mix are jun- 
ior flanker Blake Schanski and sophomore split 
end Rory Nevins. 

“We should have the ability to move the foot- 
ball,” Flynn says, “We were awfully young at the 
skill positions last season, and they're a year 
older.” 

Three starters return to the offensive line — 
senior tackle Scott Rehberg, junior tackle Gary 


Glowacki and junior guard Rollie Ferris. Rehberg 
could be playing in the National Football League 
next year. 

New starters figure to be senior center Jim Koz- 
lowski and sophomore guard Gene Miller. Back- 
ups include sophomore tackles Kevin Bahr and 
Doug Bontekoe, redshirt freshman guards Tom 
Ellis and Jason Koster, and sophomore center 
Mike Cipa. Their development will be a key fac- 
tor in how well the offense performs this fall. 

Five players with experience return on the 
defensive line, and all are underclassmen. Sopho- 
more middle guard Calvin Massenberg and jun- 
ior tackle Travis Allen were starters and will be 
joined this season by sophomore tackle CJ. 
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OFFENSE (7) 


Reggie Allen (So., 0); 21 Blake Schanski (Jr., 0) 
Adam Simonson (50., 1); 82 Steve Kelly (Sr, 2) 
Gary Glowacki (Jr, 1); 76 Kevin Bahr (So., 0) 
Rollie Ferris (Je, 1); 75 Tom Bilis (Fr., 0) 

Jim Kozlowski (Sr., 1); 52 Mike Cipa (So,, 0) 
Gene Miller {So., 0); 68 Jason Koster (Fr., 0) 
Scott Rehberg (Se, 3); 73 Doug Bontekoe (So., 0) 
Bryan Schorman (So., 1); 5 Rory Nevins (So.. 1) 
Chad Damel (Sr. 2}; 9 Tien Crowley Ur. 0) 

Silas Massey (So., 1); 32 Chad Alexarcier (So., 1) 
Chyis Parmele (Sr., 3}; 19 Jett Angell (So... 0) 

Adam Wiliams Ur., 0) 
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DEFENSE (8) 


Travis Alien (Jr., 1); 97 Steve Black (Jr, 0) 
Calvin Massenberg (So., 1); 75 Scott Brown (Sr, 0) 
C.J. Remmo (So., 1); 90 George Ghattas (So., 1) 
Bubba Hester (Sc, 3); 35 Desmond Schultz (Sr, 2) 
Cory Gildersieeve (Se, 3); 37 Shawn Alpers (Se., 3) 
Charlie Bush (Je, 2); 46 Shawn Deer (Sr., 2) 
Greg Spranger (Sx.. 3): 96 Martin Hage (So., 1) 
Jason Hesbaad (Jt, 2}; 43 Byron Pastis (So., 1) 
Quincy Wright (Sc, 3); 17 Paul Gauthier (So. 1) 
John Blackstock (S¢.. 3: 22 Jamnell Jetterson (So.. 1) 
Shawn Williams (So., 1); 31 Dary! Montie (ir, 2) 
Adam Williams Ur... 0) 
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The backups look to be junior Steve Black and 
sophomore George Ghattas at the tackles and 
senior Scott Brown at middle guard. 

The strength of the Central Michigan defense 
should be the linebacking corps, as the four out- 
side linebackers and the top six inside "backers all 
return. Ac the outside spots, seniors Bubba Hes- 
ter and Greg Spranger combined for 91 tackles 
last season. At the inside positions, senior Cory 
Gildersleeve led the Chippewas with 127 tackles, 
and junior Charlie Bush was third with 103. 

Also vying for playing time at linebacker will 
be seniors Desmond Schultz, Shawn Alpers and 


| Shawn Deer, and sophomore Martin Hage. 


The secondary boasts experience with three 


S starters returning. The top hand is senior free 


safety Quincy Wright, a two-time AL-MAC per- 
former who recorded 124 tackles and three inter- 
ceptions in 1995, Also back are junior Jason 


“The MAC looks so 
strong this year that 
it will be a difficult test 
for everyone.” 
— Dick Flynn 


Husband (40 tackles, four pass breakups) and 
sophomore Shawn Williams (98 stops, two fum- 
ble recoveries, seven pass breakups) at the corner- 
back spots. Senior John Blackstock should be the 
strong safety, 

“We're veteran at the linebacker position and 
should be improved in the secondary,” Flynn 
says. “The key is the progress we get up front. 
We'll run to the football better this year.” 

The kicking game is a concern. Junior college 
transfer Ben Kroft, who sat out last season, gets 
first shot at the punting assignment, while juniors 
Adam Williams and Casey Wilson, a juco trans- 
fer, will battle for the placekicking job. 

Massey returned 16 kickoffs for a 27.1-yard 
average, Allen ran back the same number and 
averaged 19.8, No one on the roster returned a 
punt last year. 

The Chippewas will square off against Boise 
State of the Big West Conference in the season 
opener, then tuavel to Charlottesville, Va., for 
their first-ever matchup with ACC member Vir- 
ginia. Central Michigan then welcomes Loui- 
siana Tech, a former Big West team playing this 
year as an independent, to Mount Pleasant before 
beginning the MAC schedule against in-state 
rival Western Michigan the third weekend of 
September, also at home. The Chippewas will 
close out the conference slate against defending 
MAC champion Toledo on the road. 

The Chippewas should improve this season as 
Flynn's young charges mature, but with several 
other teams in the MAC also gaining strength, 
the final record may not reflect much change 
from last fall's mark of 4-7. Look for Central 
Michigan again to finish in the upper echelon of 
the MAC but not among the top three. 
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No 


Head Coach: Joe Novak 
1995 Record (Big West): 3-8-0 (3-3-0) 


Bisa key letter with the Northern Illinois 
football program. 

: Charlie Sadler has “Exited” after five 

straight losing seasons and an 18-37-0 mark. 

New leader Joe Novak, 50, “Enters.” 

The defensive coordinator at Northern Illinois 
under Bill Mallory from 1980-83, Novak fol- 
lowed Mallory to Indiana and coordinated the 
Hoosier defense during the past 12 years. 

He arrived in DeKalb preaching ‘E’ — for 
Effort. “Great effort in life, effort in the class- 
room, effort on the practice field and effort on 
game day. That's the big buzzword around here 
— effort,” Novak says. 

The 1995 Huskies were 3-8 overall, 3-3 in 
their Big West Conference football consortium 
swan song. For this season, Northern Illinois will 
compete as an independent. In 1997, the school 


returns to the Mid-American Conference, of 


which Northern Illinois was a member from 
1975 until 1985, Novak was part of the Huskies’ 
MAC championship of 1993 and California 
Bowl victory over California State Fullerton. 

“The most exciting thing Northern Illinois is 
doing is getting back into the MAC,” the coach 
says. 

“I'd applied for a couple of jobs in the past and 
they just weren't good fits,” Novak adds. “Know- 
ing DeKalb, knowing NIU, knowing the pro- 
gram is going back to the MAC, it’s a great fit — 
me cna fir — for me.” 

Novak, who was defensive coordinator at 
Miami of Ohio and defensive line coach at IIli- 
nois before his first stint ar NIU, is faced with 
restructuring a defense that surrendered 38.2 
points per game last season, among the worst 
marks in the nation, 

“I don't think this is a rebuilding job; I think it 
is a retooling job,” says Novak, who will change 
the Huskie defensive look from the read 4-3 to 
an attack 4—3. “Instead of reading and reacting, 
we'll have a different approach with our front 
seven. We'll be aggressive, we'll blitz and we'll mix 
it up. Our defense is the big question mark.” 

There are a few question marks on offense, too, 
particularly at quarterback. Two-year starter 
Aaron Gilbert is gone. Juniors Brandon Barker 


and Kenneth Williams, and redshirt freshman 


Randall Foster will vie for the vacant signal-call- 
ing spot. 

Barker, whose uncle is NFL quarterback Bubby 
Brister, started two late-season games (complet- 
ing 15-of-32 passes for 291 yards and nwo touch- 
downs) before separating his left shoulder. 
Williams started the 1995 finale. 

The Huskies were 10th nationally in rushing in 
1995 (227.0 yards a game) and return senior tail- 
back Charles Talley (140.0 yards a game). 

“He's a physical runner, a tough kid,” Novak 
says of Talley. “That's a great way to start a run- 
ning game. Our tailback will get the ball 45 times 
a game. 

Supporting Talley are senior Scott Florence and 
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thern Illinois Huskies 


Ls 


sophomore Marceo Haywood, both solid reserve 
backs. 
Senior Anthony Griffin returns at fullback and 
will be challenged by junior Justin Knapp. 
Sophomore flanker Deon Mitchell, the team’s 
second-leading receiver (23 grabs, 272 yards, two 


touchdowns), is a big-play specialist. “We just 
have to get him the football,” Novak says. Senior 
Leon Moody takes over at split end. 

Senior Mitch Jacoby (6-5, 245) returns at tight 
end after catching nine passes (183 yards) against 
San Jose State. In that game, Jacoby tallied a 50- 
yard touchdown, the longest catch by a tight end 
at Northern Illinois since 1978. 

The Huskies must replace three offensive line- 
men who were drafted by Canadian Football 
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OFFENSE (5) 


Leon Moody (Sr, 1}; 81 Rhassan Smith (Fr,, 0) 
Jamie Macdonald (Jr, 1); 75 Keith Schulte (So,, 0) 
Bill Wise (So., 1); Mike Belmontez (So., 0) 

Nick Lundin (So., 1); 65 Greg Merow {Fr., 0) 

Kent Booth (Jr., 1); 76 Rich Turrise (So., 0) 

Chris Thomton (Jr., 1): 74 Shane Waller (S6., 0) 
Mitch Jacoby (Sr., 3); 80 Bobby Reed (So., 1) 
Brarxton Barker (Jr., 2}; 19 Kenneth Williams (Ur. 1) 
Anthony Griffin (Sr., 1); 41 Matt Chambers (So., 0) 
Charles Talley (St., 3); 6 Scott Florence (Sr., 1) 
Deon Mitchell (So., 1); 5 Cordetf Smith {So., 0) 
Brian Clark (So., 1} 


DEFENSE (5) 


Will Ford Ur,, 0}; SS Wade White (Sr., 1) 

Luke Davis (Sr., 1); 914 Justin Heit! (So., 0} 

Andy Ducar {So., 0); 72 Joe Rebholz (Fr., 0} 

Dan Stankowskt (So., 1); 94 Glenn Brown (Sr., 1) 
Daren Lloyd (Sr, 1); 45 Garett Sutherland (Jr., 2) 
Steve Smith (Jr, 2); 35 Glen Bloodsaw (Fr., 0) 
Perry Amoo (Je, 1); 38 Craig Dykstra (Fr, 0) 
William Triplett (Jt, 2); 10 Rayshon Jackson (So., 4) 
Salim Phillips Ur, 2); 43 Patrick Stephen (So., 2) 
Aldarryl Jones (S¢., 1); 27 Damien Mallory (Sr., 2) 
Duane Hawthorne (So.. 1}; 4 James Allen (Sr., 1) 
Kent Baker (Fr., 0} 
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League teams, Returning are junior guard Kent 
“Phone” Booth and junior tackle Jamie Macdon- 
ald, along with sophomore guard Bill Wise and 
sophomore Nick Lundin, who takes over at cen- 
ter. The other tackle could be junior Chris 
Thornton, 

“Booth is a big-time player,” says Novak. “He 
could play for anybody in the Big Ten.” 

Defensively, Northern Illinois needs front wall 
help from three junior college recruits — tackles 
Abie Camacho and Bill Simpson, and end Will 
Ford, who could supplant returning senior starter 
Wade White. There is an acute shortage of expe- 
rienced tackles, especially since senior Steve 
Rhoads missed the spring with left knee ligament 
problems. 

The spring starters were Ford at end, sopho- 
more nose guard Andy Ducar, senior tackle Luke 
Davis and sophomore end Dan Stankowski. 


“That’s the big buzzword 
around here — effort. 
Effort in life, in the class- 
room, on the practice field 
and on game day.” 

—Joe Novak 


Linebackers Mande] Hester, a senior, and 
sophomore Orlando Bowen hope to return from 
medical redshirt seasons. Senior Daren Lloyd and 
junior Steve Smith were last year's starters. Junior 
Perry Amoo also should fit in. Junior Garett 
Sutherland will play. 

In the secondary, three regulars return — 
junior cornerback William Triplett, sophomore 
cornerback Patrick Stephen (now at strong safety) 
and senior strong safety Aldarryl “Lulu” Jones, 
who switches to free safety. Look for junior Salim 
Phillips at strong safety and sophomore Duane 
Hawthorne at cornerback. 

Novak is concerned about his kickers. 

Sophomore Brian Clark connected on 4-of-6 
field goal attempts and 16-of-17 PATs last year. 
Walk-on sophomore Brian Wiseman may inherit 
the punting job. However, freshman Kent Baker 
could handle both kicking and punting chores. 

Coverage and return play should be above aver- 
age, The return unit is led by Moody, who aver- 
aged 20.8 yards on 16 kickoff returns and 9.4 
yards on 22 punt returns. Jones had a 21.5-yard 
average on 32 kickoff returns. 

For its one-year transitional season, Northern 
Illinois will play an interesting schedule that fea- 
tures teams from the ACC (Maryland, away), Big 
Ten (Penn State, away), Big West (North Texas, 
home), C-USA (Louisville, away), MAC (Akron, 
home), Pac-10 (Oregon State, away) and WAC 
(UTEP home). In addition, the Huskies will 
travel to Arkansas State and Southwestern 
Louisiana, and host Louisiana Tech and Division 
I-A member Western Illinois. Northern Illinois 
should be competitive against at least seven of 
these, so a winning season is possible. It would be 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Bowling Green Falcons 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Gary Blackney 
5-6 (3-5) 
5th MAC 


t may have been the biggest upset since 

‘Thomas E. Dewey lost the 1948 presidential 

‘election to Harry S. Truman. But the season 
of its discontent is a thing of the past and Bowl- 
ing Green can look ahead to 1996. 

In the 1995 Mid-American Conference pre- 
season poll, Bowling Green received 38 of 40 
first-place votes, only to to stumble home 5-6 — 
it took a season-ending two-game winning streak 
to reach that level — and sixth in the MAC at 
3-5. The Falcons couldn't quite match death, 
taxes and Dewey as the only sure things. 

“I look at 1996 much the same way we did 
when we came to the program in 1991,” Coach 
Gary Blackney says. “Like 1991, we are 
approaching the upcoming season after a year in 
which we had a losing record, and we have a 
number of unknowns which need to be 
answered.” 

For the first time in Blackney’s tenure, injuries 
played a major role and kept some key people 
from playing major roles. Quarterback Ryan 
Henry missed four games and most of a fifth, 
offensive tackle Sam Hemke missed seven games 
and center Cal Bowers missed the last six. 

“In looking back on last season, the factor 
which we Jacked was continuity and consistency,” 
Blackney says. “And the main reason for our 
downfall in those areas was injuries. We had too 
many new faces, too often, in the lineup.” 

For example, 11 defensive players earned their 
first career starts, Nevertheless, Blackney’s teams 
have compiled a 41-14-2 record in his five sea- 
sons, 31-7-2 in MAC games. 

“Chemistry and synergy are major factors in 
the success of any team,” Blackney adds. “Those 
two factors are as important as any other charac- 
teristic in developing a winning football team.” 

Bowling Green returns 31 of 48 lettermen, 
including six starters on offense and seven on 
defense. Both kickers are gone. Fifteen of the 19 
defensive lettermen started at least one game. 

The offensive line lost two cornerstones in 
Bowers and tackle Chad Bukey. This year's group 
will be led by senior guard Shawn George (6-4, 
280), who has started every game the last nwo 


years, even though he played more than half of 


last season with a cast on a broken hand. 

Junior John Kuck (6-4, 260) started 10 games 
last year, six at center where he will play this sea- 
son, Senior guard David Farrall (6-2, 270) 
started nine times. Hemke (6-3, 290), a junior 
tackle, was limited to four games by a shoulder 
injury. 

Even without Henry, the backfield can be con- 
sidered the strength of the offense, especially at 
tailback where seniors Keylan Cates and Court- 
ney Davis recurn. Cates has led the team in rush- 
ing the last two years, gaining more than 800 
yards cach time with 17 touchdowns. A strong 
96 campaign could place him among the top 
three Falcons rushers of all time. Davis is the best 
all-around back, having rushed for 1,244 yards 


while catching 42 passes. Sophomore Jerel Klue 
takes over at fullback after starting one game last 
season. 

The not-so-new quarterback is sophomore Bob 
Niemet, the best rushing QB in Blackney’s tenure 
and a strong-armed thrower chronically bothered 
by recurring tendinitis in his left knee. Niemet 
managed to start four times and completed 45.9 
percent of his passes for 733 yards and four TDs. 
He also rushed for seven TDs. 

Senior long-range scoring threat Eric Starks, a 
transfer from Ohio State before the “95 season, 
was the top pass catcher from his split end posi- 
tion, with 32 receptions. Senior wideout Jacque 
Rogers had 10 of his 17 receptions in the last four 
games. One of the wide receiver candidates is 
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OFFENSE (6) 


Tony Holcomb (So., 1}; 56 Cotton Phillips (Jr, 0) 
Sam Hemke (Jr., 2); 64 Dontay Hunter (Ur, 0} 
Shawn George (Sr., 2); 78 T.), Upshaw (Fr., 0) 
John Kuck (Jr, 2); 67 Ed Merrick (ir., 2) 

David Farrall (Sr., 1): 62 Chad McCarthy (Fr,, 0) 
Stove Sheets (Sr., 0); 99 Al Barnett (Jc,, 0) 

Eric Starks (St, 1); 6 Simon Banks (Uc., 0) 
Jacque Rogers (St, 1); 25 Morty Bryce (So., 0) 
Bow Niemet (So., 4); 11 Mark Molk (Fr.. 0) 

Jere} Kiue (So,, 1); 42 Brent Martin (Fr., 0) 
Keylan Cates (Sr., 2); 1 Courtney Davis (Sr., 3) 
Andy Pollock (So., 0) 


DEFENSE (7) 


Dave Bruhowzki (Sr., 2); 91 Willie Watson (Jr,, 1) 
Damon Smith (Sr., 2); 96 Gardner Howard Ur.. 2) 
Dan King (So., 1); 97 Anon Miller (Fr., 0) 

Brian Manns (Jr, 2); Letoskey Carey {So., 0) 
Todd Bush Lir., 2); 44 Willie Burton (So., 1) 
Kevin O'Neill (Je., 2); 33 tay Hoey Ur, 1) 

Adam Lige (So., 1); 43 Joe O'Neill (Fr., 0) 

Tony Everhart (Sr., 2); 23 Chioke Bradiey (Jr., 2) 
Demetrius Carr (Jr, 2); 20 Tyrone Cole (Fr,, 0) 
Junior Williams {So., 1); 9 Steve Hartley (S¢., 3) 
Jamaine Williams (Jr. 1); 36 Orlando Rogers (So., 1) 
Garrett Fowler (Fr., 0) 
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= time MAC Defensive 
4 Palko last season, was second in the MAC with 


junior college transfer ‘Terry Loville, whose 
brother, Derek, plays running back for the San 
Francisco 49ers. Tight end Trevor Stover gradu- 
ated, leaving the position to three players with 
limited experience. Sophomore Tony Holcomb 
(6-4, 240) is the favorite. 

As has been the case the last few seasons, the 
strength of the defense is at linebacker, especially 
the inside positions, Both starters return in junior 
Kevin O'Neill (6-1, 230) and sophomore Adam 
Lige (5-11, 210), O'Neill, who replaced two- 
Player of the Year Vince 


12.2 tackles per game, 134 for the season. Lige 


* was second on the Falcons with 84 stops. “In 
j 


order for our defense to reach its fullest poten- 
tial,” states Blackney, “O'Neill has to take on a 
role similar to the one played by Palko during his 
career. I think he is on track to do that.” 


“Chemistry and synergy 
are major factors... in 
developing a winning foot- 
ball team.” 

—Coach Gary Blackney 


The outside linebackers will be new, probably 
juniors Brian Manns (6-2, 240) and Todd Bush 
(6-0, 235), who moves over from an inside line- 
backing spot. 

The only returning starter on the defensive line 
is sophomore nose guard Dan King (6-1, 260), 
who should anchor the unit for the next few sea- 
sons. The other two spots are open, although sen- 
ior Dave Bruhowzki (6-4, 240) has started 15 
games at nose guard the last wo years — he now 
finds himself at tackle — and junior Gardner 
Howard (6-2, 270) started nine games, five at 
tackle. 

There are plenty of quality players in the sec- 
ondary. Senior cornerback ‘Tony Everhart has 15 
career starts (four last season) and led the MAC 
with five interceptions in 1994. Junior Demetrius 
Carr, who led the team with nine pass break ups, 
started nine games at the other corner and has 
excellent speed. Junior Chioke Bradley, a 17- 
game starter at strong safety, should provide seri- 
ous competition for Everhart at the “boundary” 
corner position, Junior Williams, a sophomore, 
and Jamaine Williams, a junior, were the starters 
at strong and free safety, respectively, at the end of 
last season. They are not related. Sophomore 
Orlando Rogers started the first eight games at 
free safety. 

The kicking game lost four-year punter Andy 
Tracy and placckicker Derek Schorejs. Sopho- 
more Andy Pollock probably will handle both 
jobs; he has a strong leg, but has never place- 
kicked or punted at the varsity level. “Andy cer- 
tainly has all the tools,” confirms Blackney. 

Running backs Davis (19.6-yard average) and 
Cates (15.3) are the primary kickoff returners; 
Davis also hauls back punts (6.9). 
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Head Coach: John Ralston 
1995 Record (Big West): 3-8-0 (2-4-0) 
1996 Pick: 7th WAC Pacific 


ohn Ralston already is in the College Foor- 
‘ball Hall of Fame thanks to his outstanding 
‘coaching efforts at Utah State and Stanford 
in the 1960s and ’70s. Now the oldest coach in 
Division I-A (he's 69 and armed with a two-year 
contract extension), Ralston and San Jose State 
have left the Big West Conference for the West- 
ern Athletic Conference. 

“The WAC kicks us up to the College Football 
Association,” Ralston says of the new affiliation. 
“That gets us up with the elite in college football. 
We've got to take a step forward to close the gap. 
Moving into the WAC also is a big step because 
of the consistent level of play of our opponents. 
There are no weak sisters anywhere in the WAC 
with the possible exceptions (this fall) of UTED, 
UNLV and San Jose State, which are down.” 

It may take a while for the Spartans to reach the 
level of their WAC rivals. Last year, despite an 
experienced team, San Jose State finished 3-8, 
including 2~4 and a three-way tie for seventh 
place in the Big West. Ralston is 8-25 in his three 
seasons at San Jose State after being away from 
the college ranks for 22 years. 

For the third time in four seasons, Ralston has 


numerous holes to fill. The Spartans return 39 of 


59 lettermen, but only 10 starters. 

When nearby University of the Pacific dropped 
football, Ralston signed two Pacific regulars — 
senior defensive tackle Sean Duncan and junior 
defensive tackle Shon Kendall — plus senior wide 
receiver Damon Bowers, who has totaled 48 
catches in three seasons; junior linebacker Zach 
Michalski, who played in two games before suffer- 
ing a season-ending injury; and redshirt freshman 
tight end Giovanni Toccagino. 

Senior Spartan quarterback Carl Dean was 
pressed into action last year when opening-game 
starter Alli Abrew was lost with a wrist injury. 
Dean went on to complete 182-of-302 passes 
(60.3 percent) for 2,214 yards and 14 touch- 
downs. He was intercepted 10 times. 

“The development of Carl Dean is very satisly- 
ing,” Ralston says. “He's really taken charge, and I 
look for (junior backup) Dan O'Dell to come on 
more. With the addition of (junior college transfer) 
Chris Kasteler, we're solid as a rock.” 

Kasteler threw for 2,136 yards and 16 touch- 
downs in his only season at Santa Monica (Calif.) 
Community College and has three seasons of eli- 
gibility remaining. 

The Spartans should again have a nice comple- 
ment of running backs but no star. Senior half- 
back Patrick Walsh has started every game since 
late in his sophomore season, but he finished sec- 
ond in rushing a year ago behind workhorse full- 
back Donald Lindsey, now graduated (Walsh had 
467 yards to Lindsey's 805). 

Sophomore Carlos Meeks surged toward the 
end of the season, and his 5.0-yard average was 
higher than either Lindsey's or Walsh's. Sopho- 
more James Hodgins is a promising replacement 
for Lindsey at fullback. 
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Jose State Spartans 


“We can be every bit as good as last year, or 
even better (at running back),” Ralston says. “As 
long as James Hodgins is healthy, we can be 
pretty good.” 

Sophomore Windrell Hayes (39 catches, 535 
yards, five touchdowns), a starter at wide receiver 
last year, returns along with senior David Doyle. 
An ankle injury sidelined Doyle last season. 

“Wide receiver — that’s a solid spot for us with 
the addition of La Tef Grim (29 catches for 778 
yards and nine touchdowns at Franklin High 
School in Stockton, Calif.),” Ralston says. “He's 
in the Windrell Hayes category, Damon Bowers, 
from Pacific, will be joining us in the fall. He's a 
great football player who can really tie the 
receiver group together.” 


depth 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR La Tef Grim (Ft.); 3 David Doyle (Sr., 1) 
LT 65. Matt Roe (Sr., 0); 75 Scott Herzing (So., 0) 
LG 77 Curtice Macfarlane Ur., 2); 71 Cory Jones Ur. 4) 
C 62 Harry Daniels (So., 1); 73 Mark Roe (Sr, 0) 
RG 79° David Loveme (So.. 0); 77 Curtice Macfarlane (Jr, 2) 
RT 69 Kurt Strauss (So,, 1); 74 Cory Jones (r,, 1) 
TE 86 Michael Hamilton (Sr, 0}; 83 Braridon Knapp (So., 0) 
WR 81. Windrell Hayes (So., 1); 9 Carlos Bryant (So., 1) 
QB 10 Cari Dean (Sr, 1); 13 Dan O'Dell (Jr, 2) 
FB 28 James Hodgins (So., 1}; 30 Billy Vuniwai (Ur, 2) 
HB 20 Patrick Walsh (Sr,, 3); 26 Carlos Meeks (So., 1) 
PK 39 Joe Furlow (Sr, 1) 

DEFENSE (5) 
OLB 33 Eric Coughran (Sr., 3); 56 Sam Sherrod (So., 1) 
LT 98 _ Jerald Perry (Jr., 2); 74 Eric Michel Ur, 2) 
NG 57 Tony Gratton (Sr., 2); 96 Jason Mitchell (Fr.. 0) 
RT 55 Gavin Simmons {So., 1); 84 Shon Kendall (Jr, 0) 
OLB 91 Eric Quarles (Sr., 3); 80 James Ditch (Fr., 0) 
1LB 44 Jacob Malae (Sr, 2); 66 Robert Webb (Sr., 1) 
LB 53 Sam Kupau Ur, 2); 40 Trevis Wooden (Jr., 0) 
CB 27 Eric Polk (Js., 1); 29 Pat Bush (Sr,, 10 
FS 19 Jarrett Robinson (Sr., 1); 4 Maurice Simpson (Sr., 2) 
$S 11 Floyd Johnson (So., 1); 31 Robert Jones (Sr, 1) 
CB 14 Omarr Smith (So... 1); 1 Werdell Crutchfield (Jr., 1) 
P 39 Joe Furlow (Sr, 1) 
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Tight end is a major question mark, consider- 
ing the program lost second-team All-American 
Brian Roche and his team-leading 66 receptions. 
The answer could be Utah State transfer Michael 
Hamilton, a senior. 

The offensive front also is a major question 
mark, with center Harry Daniels and tackle Kurt 
Strauss, both sophomores, the only returnees from 
the starting lineup. The rest could include senior 
owins and San Diego State transfers Matt and Mark 
Roe, juniors Curtice Macfarlane and Cory Jones, 
and sophomores Scott Herzing and David Loverne. 

San Jose State has a number of holes to fill 
defensively, starting with the line, where the only 
returning starter is junior tackle Jerald Perry. 
Sophomore Gavin Simmons and Pacific transfers 
Duncan and Kendall apparently will battle ac the 
other tackle spot, while senior nose guard Tony 
Gratton returns after missing the last two seasons 
with back problems. 


“The WAC kicks us up... 
with the elite in college 
football. We’ve got to 
take a step forward 
to close the gap.” 

— John Raiston 

“The defensive line is a big mystery,” Ralston 
says. “The addition of the Pacific kids gets me 
excited, What you sometimes need to do is raise 
the level of play of the entire group. We've got to 
remember that Tony Gratton is back and can play 
nose guard. I have great hopes for him emerging 
with Sean Duncan and Shon Kendall. Jerald 
Perry and the others give us a mixture we haven't 
had before — competitiveness — which would 
give us the best defensive line we've had since 
we've been here.” 

Ralston feels fairly comfortable about the line- 
backing corps, although he points out, “We've 
got to find a pass rusher somewhere.” 

Back are two starters, senior Jacob Malae inside 
and senior Eric Quarles outside. Malae was the 
team’s leading tackler with 100 stops. The Spar- 
tans also will look to senior Robert Webb, junior 
Sam Kupau, and sophomores Sam Sherrod and 
Kevin Miller, along with Michalski and juco 
transfers Eric Coughran and Trevis Wooden. 

The cornerbacks are juniors Eric Polk and 
Omarr Smith, and the safeties will be senior Jar- 
rett Robinson and sophomore Floyd Johnson. 

Senior placekicker Joe Furlow (10-of-13. field 
goals, 29-of-31 PATS) was a semifinalist for the 
1995 Lou Groza Award. Sophomore punter Jason 
Chapple was erratic (36,9-yard average after aver- 
aging 45.2 in high school) and was replaced by 
Furlow (38.0) for the final three games. 

Meeks (20.7-yard average) and sophomore Car- 
los Bryant (20.0) were the top kickoff returners. 
Bryant and Malae cach returned one punt. 


Can the Spartans make an immediate impact 
on the WAC? No way, San Jose. 


ATHLON FooTBaLL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (WAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Charlie Bailey 
2-10-0 (1-7-0) 
8th WAC Mountain 


TEP’s beating of New Mexico last 

; “November was an encouraging sign, but 

* Charlie Bailey would not claim improve- 
ment after his second full season as the Miners’ 
coach, 

He’s too honest for that. 

Before last season, Bailey had hoped to take 
another step forward after the Miners went 
3-7-1 in 1994, Instead, they faded to 2-10, fin- 
ished last in the Western Athletic Conference and 
lost ground in the rebuilding project. 

With at least 26 players missing games because 
of injuries, UTEP struggled. 

“We just couldn't overcome that,” Bailey says. 
“We never improved because we didn't have any 
continuity, We didn't play very good.” 

Bailey, who has spent most of his career as a 
defensive coordinator, is still trying to improve 
the WAC’s worst defense. Of the 10 junior col- 
lege transfers he signed in the off-season, eight 
play defense, including four linebackers. Bailey is 
hoping the linebackers will fir into a new 3-4 
alignment. 

To finish seventh in the eight-team Mountain 
Division would be a solid accomplishment for a 
program that has enjoyed only three winning sea- 
sons since 1970, 

Sophomore quarterback John Rayborn devel- 
oped well in. 1995, completing almost 53 percent 
of his passes for 1,913 yards and 16 touchdowns, 
with 13 interceptions. “He has a chance to be the 
best quarterback ever at UTEP,” says Bailey. 

Opposing coaches are just as impressed. 

“There's a kid who, with time, is really going to 
make an impact,” says Colorado State defensive 
coordinator Larry Kerr. “He's somebody to build 
their team around.” 

Air Force coach Fisher DeBerry watched Ray- 
born throw five touchdown passes in a losing 
effort at the Academy last October. “I liked him,” 
DeBerry says. “I’m surprised they didn't win 
more games down the stretch.” 

The Miners must replace Toraino Singleton, 
who gained 1,358 yards last season and carried 
the ball five times as much as any other UTEP 
back. Sophomores Joseph Polk, who played 
briefly last season, and Jimmy Russell are in the 
picture, as are sophomores Courtney Ray and 
Hal Stansbury, and junior Terrance Johnson. 

The Miners finished seventh in the WAC in 
rushing, averaging 161.9 yards a game. The ques- 
tion is whether Singleton was responsible for 
that, and, if so, whether UTEP can sustain a run- 
ning game without him. 

Senior Cedric Johnson, whose 28 catches 
included five touchdowns, and sophomore 
Jimmy Carpenter are the top wide receivers. 

Senior tight end Jason Blair registered 21 
catches and will get plenty of competition from 
senior Tony Rodriguez. 

“My only concern about us offensively is speed 
at the wide receiver positions,” says Bailey. 

The Miners have made some position changes 


UTEP Miners 
ze ee t - Dir, 


» ‘John Rayborn 


on the offensive line and should be stronger now 
that injuries have healed. Senior Jesus Renteria 
has been moved from center to right tackle, and 
senior Nick Griego has shifted from left guard to 
right guard. 

Senior Keith Boyd returns as the starting cen- 
ter. Junior Anwar White should regain his left 
tackle position after recovering from an injury; 
freshman Robert Carter may also fit in. Senior 
Abdul Stewart is the left guard, pressed by juco 
transfer Brad Davis. 

Last season, the Miners ranked last in the WAC 
in total offense (362.7 yards per game, five yards 
a game fewer than ninth-place Colorado State) 
but could be more effective if the line continues 


to develop. 
dept 


OFFENSE (6) 


Janany Carpenter (So.. 1, 3 Raymond Murphy (So., 1) 
Anwar White (Jc. 2); 60 Robert Carter (Fr. 0) 
Abdul Stewart (Sr., 2); 53 Brad Davis (r,, 1) 
Keith Boyd (Sr., 3): 78 Mike Pry (Fr., 0) 

Nick Griego (St, 1); 75 Stephen LeCtore (Sr, 1) 
Jesus Renteria (Sc. 0); 76 Yancy Turner (So., 0) 
Jason Blair (Sc, 2): 86 Tony Rodriguez (Sr, 1) 
John Raybom (So., 1); 7 Leonard Lia (Sr, 1) 
Tetrance Johnson (r.. 1); 20 Joseph Polk (Fr, 0) 
Hol Stansbury (So., 1); 36 Courtney Ray (So. 1) 
Cedric Johnson (Sr, 2): 28 Jermaine Brown Ur, 1) 
Jon Olsen (Sc, 1) 
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DEFENSE (8) 


Andrew Kelley (So., 1); 52 Derek Wright (So., 0) 
Micheal Comer (Sr.. 3), 42 Brent Henderson (Ur. 2) 
Dale Kirry (So., 1); 58 John Crutcher (So., 1) 
John Houser (Jr, 2); 71 Phillip Hippolyte (Sr., 2) 
Best thegborow (Sr., 2); 94 Jack Bumgardner (Sr. 2) 
Jason Dixon (Sr.. 1); 98 Aaron Grinstead (Sr., 2) 
Jason Young (Jr.. 0); 54 Mike Smith (So. 0) 
Chris Pikes (Sz, 1); 1 Alen Jackson (Sr, 1) 

Ray Bailie (Se, 1): 37 Al Gonzalez (Jr, 3) 

David Terrell (Je, 1): 37 Al Gonzater Ue. 1) 
Darius Ellison (So., 1): 5 DeAndros Long (Se. 2) 
Jon Olsen (Sc, 1) 
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UTEP returns the nose tackle and both senior 
ends from its defensive front. Best Ihegborow will 
play left end, with junior John Houser or Phillip 
Hippolyte in the middle and senior Jason Dixon 
at right end, Dixon led the team with five sacks 
and was fifth in tackles last season. Ihegborow, 
who was promoted as one of the team’s outstand- 
ing players, was limited by injuries. Junior college 
transfers George Banks and Tony Wallace will 
also be factors. 

Typically, the Miner defense has been built 
around the middle linebacker. Senior Micheal 
Comer was second in the WAC (and first among 
linebackers) with nearly 13 tackles a game. 
Comer is a classic fireplug (5-9, 260 pounds) 


5 who makes plays all over the field. He is now an 


inside linebacker, 

Sophomore Dale Kirry was fourth on the team 
in tackles last season (63) and moves to the other 
inside linebacker position, Sophomore Andrew 
Kelley becomes the left outside linebacker, while 
junior Jason Young steps in at right outside line- 
backer. 

In addition, UTEP will look for any of four 
former junior college linebackers — Terrance 
Blaine, Matt Kennedy, Zack Wirth and Jason 
Young — to make an impact. 

The Miners recorded only eight interceptions 
last season, while allowing opponents to com- 
plete nearly 60 percent of their passes. The safe- 
ties are returning starters, junior David Terrell 
and senior Ray Bailie. Senior Chris Pikes and 
sophomore Darius Ellison will get the first shots 
at the cornerback positions. 

UTEP’s defense allowed more than 40 points 
and 486.4 yards per game last season (the latter of 
which placed the Miners 105th nationally), but 
that could change. 

“UTEP has always had some really good ath- 
letes,” says Utah offensive coordinator Fred 
Graves. “The problem is that they haven't been 
able to put it together as a group. The Miners’ 
style of stunting, blitzing and changing looks 
forces opponents to prepare for three different 
defenses. It causes you problems and limits what 
you can do offensively because you don't want to 
make mistakes.” 

Senior Jon Olsen averaged 39.5 yards a punt 
last season, and he will also take over the place- 
kicking this year. Cedric Johnson, who tallied a 
98-yard runback, is a quality kickoff-return man 
as evidenced by his 22.6-yard average on 46 
returns. Bailie (6.7 yards per return) will again 
handle punt recurns. 

After a tough opener at Arizona, the Miners 
take a week off and then play winnable games 
against New Mexico State, San Jose State and 
Northern Illinois. 

“The success of our football team depends on 
how we do early,” says Bailey. If the Miners win 
some September games, they could gain enough 
confidence to threaten many of their Mountain 
Division opponents. If not, they will struggle. 
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Louisiana Tech Bulldogs 


Head Coach: Gary Crowton 
1995 Record (Big West): 5-6-0 (2-4-0) 


fter three years as a member of the Big 

West Conference football consortium, 

the Louisiana Tech football program 
decided to make some major changes. The two 
most significant were the decisions to leave the 
Big West and to dismiss coach Joe Raymond 
Peace, who had suffered three consecutive losing 
campaigns. 

Former offensive coordinator Gary Crowton is the 
new coach. However, there is no new league for the 
Bulldogs, who compete in all other sports in the Sun 
Belt Conference. ‘Thus, Louisiana Tech will begin 
play this fall as a major independent. 

The decision to leave the Big West was influ- 
enced, in part, by the school’s instituting of a five- 
year program known as TECH 2000, a ovo-part 
plan involving a blueprint for Louisiana Tech's 
overall athletic program and a fundraising drive 
which will attempt to solicit a minimum of $200 
per year (through 1999) from 2,000 supporters 
of Tech athletics. 

What this all means in terms of conference 
affiliation is unclear. The Sun Belt has only very 
informally considered any type of football group- 
ing, according to the league's director of commu- 
nications, Tom Burnett. 

“(Adding football) has been talked about, but 
that is about as far as it has gone,” Burnett says. 
“Having football would increase our visibility.” 

However, only four Sun Belt schools (Louisiana 
Tech, Southwestern Louisiana, Arkansas State and 
Western Kentucky) field football teams, with 
Western haying a Division I-AA program. And the 
list of Southern-based independent football pro- 
grams looking for a home is limited to UAB, East 
Carolina, Central Florida, Northeast Louisiana 
and Middle Tennessee State, the first three of 
which appear unlikely to join with the Sun Belt 
schools in any arrangement. Middle Tennessee 
plans to make the move to I-A football in 1998. 

Regardless, Louisiana Tech must prepare for 
this year as an independent. 

Crowton inherits 28 of 46 lettermen. They 
include seven starters on offense — the losses are 
four linemen — six on defense and an outstand- 
ing placckicker, 

In his first two seasons, encompassing 19 starts, 
senior quarterback Jason Martin passed for only 
eight touchdowns and was intercepted 27 times. 
Last year came the breakthrough, however. Mar- 
tin threw for 2,606 yards and a school-record 24 
touchdowns. He had better flirt with those num- 
bers again because junior college transfer Tim 
Rattay amassed even better ones, leading all 
junior college signal-callers with 3,526 yards and 
28 touchdowns at Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community 
College. 

Led by senior Lee Ragsdale, one of a handful of 
Division I-A players last year who rushed more 
than 100 times and averaged more than seven 
yards a carry, running back could be the Bulldogs’ 
deepest and best-fortified position. Ragsdale 
gained 768 yards in 1995, 
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Junior Terence Wilson returns at fullback, 
where he mostly blocks. He averaged 4.9 yards on 
21 carries. 

Asa team, Tech rushed for 2,086 yards and 5.3 
yards per carry, wwo of the better marks nationally, 

On the flanks, senior Chad Mackey, regarded 
as a pro prospect and an All-America candidate, 
is the nation’s top returning receiver with 90 
receptions (third nationally a year ago) and 1,253 
yards (fifth). Senior Dean Jackson has caught 99 
passes in the last nwo seasons. 

Junior Josh Bradley placed sixth nationally 
among tight ends last fall with 40 receptions for 
505 yards. 

Clearly, the aforementioned pass-catching trio 
is one of the country’s best. 


dep 


OFFENSE (7) 


Chad Mackey (Sr., 3); 88 Spencer Heard (Sr., 3) 
Chris. Crudup {J<., 2); 58 Justin Moss (Jr. 2) 
Kenneth Gichrist (Sr.. 1); 66 Joey Chustz (So., 0) 
Robert Saums Ur., 0): 65 Rob Koontz (Fr.. 0) 
Josh Yankowsky (Fr., 0); 70 Jeff McKnight (Fr., 0} 
Clay Hopkins (Sr. 2); 69 Shawn O'Toole (So., 0) 
Dean Jackson (St, 2); 15 Cedric Williams (Ur., 2} 
Josh Bradley (Jr, 1); 83 Jason Powers Ur., 1) 
Terence Wilson (Jr., 2); 32 Marcus Tatum (So., 0) 
Lee Ragsdale (Sr, 1); 24 Jason Armstrong (Jr., 2) 
Jason Martin (Sr., 3); 7 Chad Burks (Sr,, 1) 
Marty Kent (Jr, 2) 


DEFENSE (3) 


Bert Jynes (Sr., 2}; 56 Steve Johnson (Jr, 2) 
Roxiney Uoyd (r., 1}; 96 Chris Willis (Fr, 0} 
Jarrett Procell (So. 0); 94 Wilbur Harbor (Jr.. 0) 
DeJuan Washington (Se, 2); 59 Desmond Nunnery (F7., 0} 
Gomeys Cooper (r., 0}; 62 Titus Danie! (Sr., 3) 
Myron Smith (c.. 2},.50 Devenn Head (So., 1) 
Adrian Fredericks (So., 1); 39 Carlos Helm (Fr., 0) 
Aaron Puckett {So., 2): 2 Yeni Cummings John (r,, 0) 
James Crockett (St, 2); 27 Jonathan Macwell (Sr. 2) 
1 Derrick Parker (Jr., 2); 38 Willlam Anos {Sr 2) 
Eric Starks (Jt., 2); 19 Marlon Ford (So., 1) 
Marty Kent (Jr., 2) 
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The offensive line features promising but inex- 
perienced players, with senior tackle Clay Hop- 
kins the only returning starter. The other tackle 
assignment will go to either Chris Crudup or 
Justin Moss, both juniors. 

One guard position is available. During spring 
sessions, redshirt freshmen Josh Yankowsky and 
Jeff McKnight battled for the starting role, with 
several others not far behind. Senior Kenneth 
Gilchrist is the front-runner at the other guard, 
and juco transfer Robert Saums should move into 
the center spot. 

On the defensive line, the return of senior Keith 
Washington, who redshirted last year with a left 
quadriceps injury after starting in 1994, gives the 
Bulldogs a dependable leader at end. However, 
the spring depth chart showed seniors Bert Jynes 
and DeJuan Washington as starters. Junior Rod- 
ney Lloyd is tops at one tackle, Sophomore Jarrett 
Procell should hold down the other side. 


As a team, Louisiana Tech 
rushed for 2,086 yards 
and 5.3 yards per carry, 
two of the better marks 

nationally. 


Tech linebackers feature considerable talent but 
not much size. The favorite in the middle is 
junior Myron Smith. Top candidates for the out- 
side spots include junior Gomeya Cooper and 
sophomore Adrian Fredericks. 

The Louisiana Tech program received tragic 
news when cornerback Willic Smith, who tied for 
the national lead last year with eight intercep- 
tions, was killed in an accidental shooting in his 
hometown of Dallas on New Year's Eve. 

Tech, however, does return senior James 
Crockett, who tied for fifth nationally with six 
interceptions. Joining him at cornerback will be 
sophomore Aaron Puckett. Senior Jonathan 
Maxwell and junior college transfer Yemi Cum- 
mings-John will back up at the corners. 

At free safety, the Bulldogs return junior Eric 
Starks. Junior Derrick Parker is the favorite to 
start at strong safety. 

Junior placekicker Marty Kent was compared to 
former Tech star Chris Boniol of the Dallas Cow- 
boys after connecting on 12-of-14 field-goal tries 
and 38-of-39 PATs. Kent may punt as well. 
Maxwell returned 33 kickoffs last year for a 19.0- 
yard average. Punt returns will again be handled by 
Jackson, whose 11.3-yard average led the Big West. 

Louisiana Tech faces a schedule that should 
afford the Bulldogs a chance to win six games. 
Although there isn’t a sure win in Tech's first eight 
games, look for Crowton's troops to win at least 
two and possibly four of those. Highlighting that 
eight-game stretch are home contests with Baylor 
and Toledo and road trips to Mississippi State, 
Texas A&M and Arkansas. The last three oppo- 
nents are UAB, Northern Illinois and Arkansas 
State, the latter two on the road. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 19396 


Eastern Michigan Eagles 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Rick Rasnick 
6-5-0 (5-3-0) 
6th MAC 


ick Rasnick has a hard act to follow, Ras- 
“nick left his position as offensive coordi- 
i nator at Utah in January 1995 to 
become head coach at Eastern Michigan, which 
hadn't recorded a winning season in five years. 

In 14 years as a college assistant coach, Rasnick 
coached in seven postseason bowl games and was 
on the winning side in four. In his three seasons 
at Utah, he shepherded the Utes to three consec- 
utive bowl appearances, one of which turned into 
a 16-13 upset of Arizona in the 1994 Freedom 
Bowl and a Top 10 final ranking in both major 
polls, 

His debut at Eastern Michigan was impressive. 
The 1995 Eagles shattered 43 school records en 
route to a 6-5 season, their first winning cam- 
paign since 1989. They were 5-3 (fifth place) in 
the Mid-American Conference. They managed to 
hold on to first place for almost two months until 
a 34-28 loss at eventual champion Toledo wig- 
gered a three-game losing streak. A high-powered 
offense amassed 33 points and 449.1 yards of 
total offense per game, 13th best in the nation 
and tops in the MAC. The Eagles also led the 
conference in passing offense with a 302.1-yard 
average, 

“We felt we finished the 1995 season about 
where we expected, based on our schedule and 
ability,” Rasnick says, 

For Rasnick’s second go-round, Eastern Michi- 
gan returns 43 of 61 lettermen, but only four 
starters on offense, five on defense and the place- 
kicker. 

Rasnick had to share the spotlight with senior 
quarterback Charlie Batch, who broke 12 school 
records, including single-season marks for passing 
yardage (3,177), total offense (3,229) and touch- 
down passes (21) in "95, He also finished fourth 
nationally in total offense with a 293.6-yard aver- 
age. 

“There is no question that Charlie Batch is one 
of the top quarterbacks in the country,” Rasnick 
says. “In my 16 years of coaching, we've never 
had a quarterback come in and handle our 
offense in his first year as well as Charlie did, and 
I think he will continue to get better.” 

Redshirt freshman Craig Kantz was listed No. 
2 at quarterback on the spring depth chart. Batch 
must stay healthy while Kantz gradually learns 
the ropes. 

With the airborne explosiveness of Eastern 
Michigan's offense a year ago, the Eagles finished 
seventh in the conference in rushing offense at 
147.0 yards per game. Increased production in 
that department can reasonably be expected with 
the return of sophomore tailback Savon Edwards, 
the team’s leading rusher with 732 yards, and jun- 
ior college wansfer Mark Crnkovic, who will take 
over at fullback. 

The 1995 backups, junior fullback Mike Scott 
and junior tailback Don Johnson, rushed for 418 
and 260 yards, respectively. Senior fullback 
Jerome Adams also has game experience. 


The receiving corps took a huge hit with the 
loss of wideouts Stevie Clay and Bristol Green, 
and tight end Ryan Wheatley, who combined for 
126 receptions. Clay posted a team-leading 63 
catches and seven touchdowns and also was one 
of the nation’s top kick returners. The new wide 
receivers will come from a group that includes 
seniors Freddie Nelson and Steve Mack, juniors 
Ontario Pryor and Reco Bryant, and sophomores 
Ta-if Kumasi, Ben Washington and Warren 
Gutierrez. 

Wheatley’s tight end spot goes to either senior 
Kevin Allar or junior Pat Laughlin. Allar caught 
10 passes for 157 yards. 

Rasnick expects improvement from the offen- 
sive line although only two starters return, senior 


depth 


OFFENSE (4) 


Kevin Ailar (Sr.. 1); 81 Pat Laughlin (Je, 2) 

LJ. Shelton (So,, 1); 62 Brian Wilcox (So., 1) 
Miko Ericksen (Jr, 2); 61 Darren Hagen (Ur, 0) 
Matt Gregory (St, 2); 67 Tom Michel (Fr,, 0) 
Vance Danzy (So., 1); 51 Dushon Faison (Sr., 1) 
Frank Rocca (Sr., 2}; 75 Uonal Dalton Ur. 1) 
Freddie Nelson {Sr., 3); 84 Ontario Pryor (ir., 2) 
Toit Kumas (So., 1): 8 Reco Bryant (r.. 1) 
Charlie Batch (Sc, 2) 10 Craig Kantz (Fr, 0) 
Mark Cmiovic Ur, Ox 40 Mier Scott (Jr., 2) 
Savon Edwards (Jr, 2}; 30 Don Johnson Ur, 1) 
Justin Ventura (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Dave Berney (Sr., 2); 43 Ctyde Jackson (Fr., 0) 
Guraid Lewis (Sr., 1: 73 Plesze Williams (Ur., 1) 
Lional Dalton {r., 1); 99 Corey Smith (Fr., 0) 
Kevin Kwiatkowski (St., 3); 90 Wile Voughn (So., 1) 
Devin Grant (Sr,, 1}; 45 Don Broussard (So.. 0) 
Avery Brown (Jr, 2); 47 Denorris Wiliams (So., 0) 
Mark Langhos (Sr., 3) 54 Comelius Pearson (r., 3} 
Corey Baskin (Jt, 2); 6 Velto Hurd Ur., 2) 

Rodney Nubin (St, 3); 43 Clyde Jackson (Fr. 0) 
Marcus Con (St., 1}; 52 Ashley Travts (Fr. 0) 

Terry Reed (Jr., 1); 21 Phil Jackson (So,, 1) 
Goorge Guzman (Ur... 0} 
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center Matt Gregory and junior guard Mike 
Ericksen. The unit gets a big boost from the 
return of junior guard Frank Czapski, who 
started the first two games of 1994 and hasn't 
played since because of an ankle injury. 

Seniors Frank Rocca and Dushon Faison, and 
sophomores L.J. Shelton, Brian Wilcox and 
Vance Danzy are all competing for playing time 
at tackle and guard. Redshirt freshman Tom 
Michel backs up Gregory at center. 

On the other side of the ball, Eastern Michigan 


= finished in the bottom half of the conference 


standings in all four major defensive statistical 


categories. 


“The front seven on defense has to develop 
more athletic ability than last year.” Rasnick says. 
“They need to be more productive and be able to 
stop the run a lot better. We also need develop- 
ment at linebacker.” 


“There is no question 
that Charlie Batch is one 
of the top quarterbacks 
in the country.” 
— Rick Rasnick 


A key loss is linebacker Reese McCaskill, who 
started all 44 games over his four-year career. 
Junior weak-side linebacker Avery Brown is the 
defensive leader after a 110-tackle, 10-sack sea- 
son that earned him second-team all-conference 
honors. 

Seniors Devin Grant and Mark Langkos get the 
call at the other linebacker spots, with junior 
Cornelius Pearson and sophomores Don Brous- 
sard and Denorris Williams in reserve. 

The defensive line will be anchored by senior 
tackle Kevin Kwiatkowski. Senior Gurald Lewis, 
junior Plesze Williams and sophomore Willie 
Vaughn are also available at tackle, with junior 
Lional Dalton and redshirt freshman Corey 
Smith running 1-2 at nose guard. 

Senior Dave Berney moves up at end, backed 
up by redshirt freshman Clyde Jackson. 

Three returning starters reside in the secon- 
dary: junior cornerbacks Corey Baskin and Terry 
Reed, and senior free safety Rodney Nubin. This 
could be the strongest area on the squad. 

Senior Marcus Cox gets the rover assignment. 
Junior Keith Hurd, sophomore Phil Jackson, and 
redshirt freshmen Clyde Jackson and Ashley Tra- 
vis will back up the starters in the secondary. 

Sophomore placekicker Justin Ventura made 
11-of-14 field-goal attempts as a rookie. One of 
the incoming recruits probably will be the punter, 
possibly junior college transfer George Guzman. 

The loss of Clay, who averaged 28.2 yards on 
kickoff returns and 20.8 on punt returns, leaves a 
big hole. Nelson, Edwards and Scott all returned 
kickoffs, but the punt returner will be new. 

The 36-year-old Rasnick has his team on the 
right track. If Batch stays healthy, the Eagles 
could be one of this year's big surprises. 
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Wesiern Michigan Broncos 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Al Molde 
7-4-0 (6-2-0) 
7th MAC 


estern Michigan is the only Mid- 
| American Conference school to post a 
/ winning record every season in the 
19906 Bur the Broncos have no MAC champi- 
onship to show for their efforts. 

And with only five returning starters on 
offense, four on defense and the punter on hand 
from last year’s team, which finished 7-4 (6-2 in 
the MAC, tied for third), Bronco fans likely will 
have to wait a while longer. 

“We're faced with perhaps our biggest rebuild- 
ing job and will also haye an inexperienced quar- 
terback,” says coach Al Molde, 60-38-2 in nine 
years at Western Michigan. “We will have good 
receivers and running backs, and we have a good 
front on defense.” 

However, the Broncos will not have three-time 
MVP quarterback Jay McDonagh; halfback Jim 
Vackaro, the school record-holder with 4,446 all- 
purpose yards; and defensive tackle Dion Powell, 
runner-up for 1995 MAC Defensive Player of the 
Year and only the second lineman in school his- 
tory to carn All-MAC honors three times. The 
losses could prove crippling. 

Furthermore, 20 other lettermen are gone. In 
short, the Broncos face a challenging task. 

But dont feel sorry for the Western Michigan 
program. Bronco football has been quite healthy, 
having finished third or higher in the MAC six of 
the last eight seasons. Molde’s teams have now 
fashioned four consecutive seven-win seasons. 

Last year’s team gave a solid account of itself, 
losing 31-21 to Toledo and 34-13 at Auburn, 
two of the nation’s Top 25 teams. 

The Bronco offense, which last fall ranked 
fourth overall in the MAC with a 360.3-yards- 
per-game average, will be headed by senior split 
end Tony Knox, an All-MAC selection who 
ranked second in the conference with 5.4 recep- 
tions a game and caught 43 passes for 430 yards. 
He totaled three touchdowns and averaged 10 
yards per catch. 

Senior flankers Ryan Sylvester (28 catches for 
408 yards, a 14.5-yard receiving average and five 
scores) and Montres Gords (29, 325, 11.2) also 
return. Senior Jim Holland returns at tight end 
after catching 19 passes for 226 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

McDonagh was third in MAC history with 45 
TD passes, fourth in completion percentage 
(59.3) and seventh in passing yards (6,148). His 
absence could prove troubling, 

Redshirt freshman Tim Lester, a prep All- 
American in 1994 out of Wheaton, IIL, won the 
quarterback job in spring practice, stemming a 
challenge from sophomore John Holba, a transfer 
from Ohio University. 

Senior halfback Bruno Heppell, a Canadian 
native, saw substantial action behind Vackaro and 
rushed for 599 yards, a 5.3-yard average and 
seven touchdowns. He is the only returning 
rusher of note. Senior backup David Miller is a 
sprinter on the Western Michigan track team and 
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may receive numerous opportunities this fall 
because of his speed alone. 

The lone letterman at fullback is senior John 
Coleman, a converted linebacker who will occa- 
sionally be called upon to carry the ball. 

Unquestionably, the Bronco running attack 
could be modest despite Molde's optimism. 

Second-team All-MAC tackle Joe Lewandowski, 
a champion shot putter in MAC competition, 
and senior center Pat Kennedy will anchor the 
offensive line. Sophomore tackle Jason Cava- 
naugh won a job in the spring, as did senior 
guard Philip VanHooks and sophomore guard 
J.K. Haehnle. This quintet must avoid injuries 
because none of the backups is experienced. 

On the defensive line, senior tackle Chris Raw- 
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OFFENSE (5) 


Tony Knox (St., 1); 87 Ryan Syivester (Sr, 2) 
Jason Cavanaugh (So... 1): 69 Charles Knapp (Fr, 0} 
J. Haehnie (So., 1); 72 Jim Dewald Ur., 0) 

Pat Kennedy (Sr, 2); 72 Jim Dewald Ur. 0) 
Phitip VanHooks {Sr., 1); 54 Steve Wark (Fr., 0); 
Joe Lewandowski (Jr, 1); 75 Mike Kershner (So... 0) 
Jim Holland (Sr., 2); 86 Jake Moreland (Fr., 0) 
Ryan Sylvester (St, 2); 25 Montres Gords {Jr., 1) 
Tim Lester (Fr., 0}; 18 John Hola (So... 0} 

Bruno Heppell (Sx, 2); 39 David Miller (Se. 3) 
John Coleman (Sr. 1); Kris Kirksey Ur., 0) 

Louis Forbrich (Fr., 0) 
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DEFENSE (4) 


Pat Jackson (Sr., 3); 97 Dane Sexton (So., 0) 
Dan Falcon (So., 0}; 93 Nate Wolkow (So, 0) 
Chris Rawson (Sr., 3); 52 Jeremy Johnson (Fr., 0} 
Eric Boersma (Sr., 3}; 64 Jason Bodden (Sr. 3} 
Todd Hanley (Sr., 2); 51 Todd Whitaker (So., 0) 
Steve Roon (Ur., 2); 41 Brian Gatch (Fr., 0) 

Rick Lucas (Jr. 2); 36 Jon Pryor (Sr., 3) 

Steve Maloney Ur., 1); 5 Reggie Thompson (So., 1) 
Heron O'Neal (Jr, 2); 20 Eric Nunlee (Fr., 0) 
Tarrence McEvans (Jr., 1}; 10 Calvin Harley (Fr., 0) 
4 Andy Brasosky (Sr. 2}: 43 Kari Schultz Ur. 0) 

7 Zak Komp (Jt, 1) 
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son was named to the All-MAC second team. 
Senior end Pat Jackson is a returning starter. Fel- 
low senior end Eric Boersma has been a part-time 
regular, while sophomore tackle Dan Falcon dis- 
tinguished himself in spring drills. 

The linebacking corps is paced by junior out- 
side "backer Rick Lucas, who was named to the 
all-conference second team. The other linebacker 
starters are senior Todd Hanley and junior Steve 
Roon, both of whom won the inside linebacking 
jobs during spring work. Junior outside man 
Steve Maloney completes the starting quartet. 
Senior Jon Pryor will see significant action on the 
outside. 

Heading the Western Michigan secondary is 
returning starter Heron O'Neal, a junior corner- 
back. Senior Andy Brasosky should take over at 
safery, with junior Tarrence McEvans at the other 
corner. 


It could be a frustrating 
year in Kalamazoo. 
Simply put, there are 
too many dents in the 
Bronco machine. 


Last year's defense was among the top three in 
the MAC in several categories and among the top 
20 nationally in the four major areas. 

“Our defense is ahead of the offense, and we'll 
have to rely on that early in the fall,” Molde said 
at the conclusion of spring drills. 

Western Michigan is secking a new placekicker 
following the departure of three-year regular 
Kevin Knope. Incoming freshman Louis Forbrich 
is a possibility. Junior punter Zak Kemp had a so- 
so 34.9-yard average and will be pushed by junior 
college transfer Robert Ralston, coming off sea- 
sons in which he averaged 42.1 and 41.5 yards, 
respectively. Ralston also kicked a school-record 
47-yard field goal, 

Wideouts Knox (20,9-yard average) and Gords 
(15.3) returned kickoffs last year, while senior 
Sean Riley handled the bulk of the punt returns. 
Riley’s totaled a paltry 3.2 yards per return. 

It could be a frustrating year in Kalamazoo. 
Simply put, there are too many dents in the 
Bronco machine. 

A quick look at the Western Michigan schedule 
suggests that wins will not be easy to come by. 

After opening the season by hosting Division I- 
AA Eastern Illinois, which Molde coached from 
1983-86, the Broncos travel to West Virginia. 
Western Michigan does not play two of the five 
best MAC teams (Ball State and Miami) but bar- 
tles the other three (Central Michigan, Toledo and 
Bowling Green) on the road. In addition, there is 
a trip to Wyoming, projected to be one of the top 
four teams in the expanded 16-team WAC. 

All factors considered, Molde, 60-38-2 in nine 
seasons at Western Michigan, likely would con- 
sider a five-win season a major success. However, 
a 3-8 mark would not be surprising. 
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Head Coach: Jim Grobe 
1995 Record (MAC): 2-8-1 (1-6-1) 
1996 Pick: 8th MAC 


hio University athletic officials no longer 

want their school to be referred to, at 

“least by the sports media, as Ohio Uni- 
versity, or even Ohio U. Plain old Ohio will do. 
By any name, however, Ohio athletics will not be 
confused with Ohio State athletics. 

In fact, this year you could nickname Ohio the 
Road Warriors. Of 12 games on the schedule, the 
Bobcats play eight on the road. They travel to the 
Islands to battle WAC foe Hawaii on Sept. 7, 
then head eastward| the next weekend to West 
Point, N.Y., for a game with Army. The other 
non-conference contests also are on the road — 
against Big Ten king Northwestern and Liberty 
Bowl champ East Carolina. 

“We play this schedule because that is the only 
way we can get our players to improve their play,” 
second-year coach Jim Grobe says. “I think you 
have to play good teams. (However), the schedule 
may not allow us to show how much better we 
are.” 

And considering how far down Bobcat football 
has been, almost any elevation of play will be an 
improvement. Specifically, Ohio has posted 13 
straight losing seasons, although the record 
improved from 0-11 in 1994 to 2-8-1 last year 
(1-6-1 and ninth place in the MAC). During a 
10-year span starting in 1986 and ending last fall, 
the program could muster only 17 wins, while 
losing 88 games and tying five. 

Clearly, it is very difficult for the Bobcat foot- 
ball program to be competitive. But, as always, it 
will try. 

On a positive note, Ohio returns 44 of 58 let- 
termen, including eight starters on offense, eight 
on defense and both kickers. 

“There is not one person who will not have to 
earn his position,” Grobe says. “We will have to 
play a lot of freshmen once again, and anytime 
you do that, crazy things happen.” 

Grobe's triple-option, double-slot offense strug- 
gled at times last year, and the status of sopho- 
more quarterback Kareem Wilson is in doubt 
(academic problems). Wilson led the Bobcats in 
almost every offensive category, including rush- 
ing (893 yards), passing (657) and scoring (64 
points). However, he frequently struggled with his 
passing as a 77.76 efficiency rating and 36.9-per- 
cent completion rate would suggest. Wilson threw 
three touchdowns against six interceptions. 

Sophomore Derrick Jenkins, who played in 
one game, plus transfer Mike Orlando and 
incoming freshmen David Murphy and Randy 
Thomas are the other candidates. 

Sophomore fullback Steve Hookfin (5.1-yard 
rushing average) was the team’s second-leading 
ball carrier (668 yards), and Grobe projects him 
as a 1,000-yard rusher. Senior halfback Hank Ray 
returns after dislocating his thumb in Game 6. 
He was leading the team in all-purpose yards 
when he was injured. In the spring, sophomores 
Karim Hill and Ewane Nanji moved to first-team 
status. 


Ohio Bobcats 


Steve Hookfin 


The wide receiver spots are open, although 
sophomore Damion Maxwell and junior Lonche 
Thrash had some encouraging moments. Thrash 
registered only seven receptions but averaged 
16.3 yards per catch. Other candidates include 
sophomore Keith Betz, a converted quarterback, 
and redshirt freshman Tavares Rankin. 

The tiple-option rarely requires the use of a 
tight end; when it does, redshirt freshman Came- 
ron Monroe will be the choice. 

The offensive line figures to be improved with 
the return of all five starters: senior tackles Jason 
Boggs and Tom Jennings (back after missing late- 
season games with a severe ankle sprain), junior 
guard Jason Caudill, sophomore guard Mike Sol- 
ominsky and senior center Aaron Shrefiler. 


depth Ci 


OFFENSE (8) 


Lonche Thrash (Jr, 1); 19 Tavares Rankin (Fr., 0) 
Jason Boggs (Sr., 2); 60 Christiaan Evans Ur, 1) 
Jason Cadi (Jr,, 2); 61 Bryan Dennehy Ur.. 1) 
Aaron Shreffier (St., 2); 53 Chip Pugh (Fr. 0) 
Mike Solominsky (So., 1); 65 Brien Fortman (So., 1) 
Tom Jennings (Sr. 1); 63 J.D. Hupp (So., 0) 
Damion Maxwell (So,, 1); 11 Keith Betz {So., 1) 
Kareem Wison (So., 1); 10 Derrick Jenkins (So., 0) 
Karim Hill (So., 1); 8 Lakarios Townsend (Sr,, 2) 
Ewane Nanji (So.. 0}; 26 John Cosgrove (Fr,, 0) 
Steve Hookfin (So,, 1); 6 Raru Griffin Ur, 1) 
Brian Huston (So., 2) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Charles Owens (S¢., 3); 68 Rahim Sieise (So., 1) 
Ron Rieder (Sr,, 2); 96 Mario Daniel (Sr, 0) 
Geno Walsh (So., 1); 93 Brian Heid (Fr., 0) 
Bobby Holloway (St., 0); 92 Rob Sayder (Fr, 0) 
Andre Jackson (Jr, 2); 17 Jim Grilli (Fr., 0) 

Tom Carder (So., 0); 54 Jeremy Hunter (So. 0) 
Sid Hall (So.. 1); 36 Steve Collins (Fr., 0) 
Brandon Cade (Jt, 1); 33 Sean Williams (Jr, 1) 
Justin Anderson (Sr., 3); 44 Nick Magistrate (r., 1) 
Dennis Fitzgerald (So., 1); 22 Lonnie Fields (Sx., 3) 
Mark Stubbs (So., 1); 21 Lance Fields (Fr., 0) 
Jonathan Beler (Je, 1) 
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Line reserves include sophomore guard Brian 
Fortman, sophomore tackle J.D. Hupp, and jun- 
ior college transfers Bryan Dennchy (guard) and 
Damon Nichols (center), 

Defensively, the Bobcats lost their top three 
tacklers, Clearly, the defense will be a question 
mark until the new faces prove themselves. 

Several returnees rotated on the defensive line, 
bur no one is guaranteed a starting job. 

Senior tackle Ron Rieder started most of the 
season, and sophomore nose guard Geno Walsh 
started six games. Senior tackle Mario Daniel is 
the biggest player (6-6, 300) on the squad but sat 
out last season with a knee injury. He enjoyed a 
solid 1994 campaign with 50 tackles. 

Air Force transfer Bobby Holloway, a senior, is 
expected to provide instant help at tackle. Fresh- 
man Steve Gaydosz is projected to make a conui- 
bution quickly, He was recruited by Kansas State, 
Temple and Toledo. 


“We will have to play a lot 
of freshmen again, and 
anytime you do that, crazy 
things happen.” 

— Jim Grobe 


The two top returning sackers (six apiece) are 
outside linebackers Andre Jackson, a junior, and 
senior Charles Owens. Sophomore Rahim Slaise 
could contribute. 

Both inside spots are up for grabs. Sophomore 
Tom Carder started some games last season 
before being felled by a back injury. Former run- 
ning back Sid Hall is now an inside linebacker 
and could earn a starting assignment. 

The secondary returns three starters and most 
of the top reserves. Junior Brandon Cade and 
sophomores Dennis Fitzgerald, and Mark Stubbs 
all started at cornerback last fall. Cade tallied 53 
tackles (sixth on the team) and three intercep- 
tions, Fitzgerald (50 tackles) has been moved to 
free safety this season, and senior Justin Ander- 
son, who recorded 106 tackles as a free safety in 
"95, has been switched to strong safety. The other 
corner will be Mark Stubbs. 

The Bobcats’ special reams should be capable. 

Sophomore Brian Huston won the placekick- 
ing job at midseason but will have to stem the 
challenge of incoming freshman Greg Krauss, 
who booted a 56-yard field goal in high school. 
Either Krauss or junior Jon Beier will punt. 

The return units should be strong. Halfback 
Ray averaged 18.6 yards on 20 kickoff returns 
and 6.7 yards on three punt returns. 

Obviously, Ohio's task is challenging. The Bob- 
cats must compete for players, media attention 
and fans with the Big Ten’s Ohio State, Confer- 
ence USA's Cincinnati, and in-state MAC rivals 
Toledo and Miami. In five games last fall, Ohio 
averaged just 9,143 fans, prompting continued 
speculation that the school will eventually drop 
its program to the Division I-AA level. 
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Head Coach: Jeff Horton 
1995 Record (Big West): 2-9-0 (1-5-0) 
1996 Pick: 8th WAC Pacific 


n three seasons, UNLV has gone from the 
sublime to the ridiculous to the wacky. 
Make that the WAC. 

The festive atmosphere that resulted from the 
school’s winning the 1994 Big West Conference 
championship didn't last long. The Rebels plum- 
meted to a last-place 1-5 finish a year ago (2-9 
overall) and bid farewell to the Big West Confer- 
ence. This season marks their WAC debut. 

“In two years here, we've been to the penthouse 
and the outhouse,” coach Jeff Horton says. 
“Hopefully, we liked the first one better. To be 
honest, | think the move into the WAC saved 
football at UNLV. 

“We're positioning ourselves to be a major 
player in college football. We've upgraded our 
schedule and have a chance for national exposure 
and trips to major bowl games, 1 don't know if 
people would have bought into it much longer if 
we had stayed in the Big West, no matter how 
successful we (might have been).” 

The Rebels must bolster their defense and sta- 
bilize their turnover ratio. They lost 18 fumbles 
and threw 21 interceptions last year, and. tied 
archrival Nevada at minus-1.91 turnovers a 
game, worst in the nation. Meanwhile, the 
defense was the only Division I-A unit to surren- 
der more than 500 points (520 to be exact) and 
was last with a yield of 47.3 a game. 

“There's a good correlation between your plus- 
minus number and how your season goes,” Hor- 
ton says. “We had a minus-22, so that says a lor. 
We need to be more aggressive on defense, but 
limit our fumbles and interceptions on offense. 
Obviously, all we can do on defense is get better. 

“To the outsider, it may have seemed like we 
took a step backward (last year). But we did move 
forward through just playing a lot of kids and 
finding, individual success stories.” 

The Rebels will employ basically their same 
one-back offense but with more motion, forma- 
tions and misdirection, and with a new quarter- 
back. Horton wants last year's 47 percent 
completion rate elevated to roughly 60 percent. 

OF the three quarterback candidates, only 
sophomore Kevin Crook has game experience, 
appearing in five contests last year, Only the third 
freshman UNLV quarterback ever to start a 
game, Crook will be pushed by redshirt freshman 
Jon Denton and true freshman Kevin McCarthy. 

Horton plans on using last year's team MVP, 
senior Tony Burton, as a situational swingman. A 
versatile offensive threat, Burton led the team in 
rushing with 880 yards, caught 23 passes and 
scored nine touchdowns. 

The Rebels increased their rushing production 
from 96.0 yards a game in 1994 to 184.8 last sea- 
son, but Horton wants even more. 

As it stands, UNLV refers only to its basketball 
team as the Runnin’ Rebels. That could change if 
seniors DeJohn Branch, limited to four games 
due to knee trouble, and Omar Love deliver. 

On the flanks, sophomores Carlos Baker and 


174 


UNLV Rebels 


DeJohn Branch 


Damon Williams, were converted from defensive 
back and quarterback, respectively, to wide 
receiver prior to last season, and both broke the 
school's freshman receiving record. Sophomore 
Amar Brisco showed promise before he was 
injured. Redshirt freshman Len Ware may win a 
spot as a Starter. 

“You look at where we were against Rice in the 
(1995) opener and where we are now — it’s a 
180-degree change,” Horton says. 

Sophomores, Talance Sawyer and Sam Mineo 
will share time at tight end. 

Senior tackle Dennis Whitmore, a veteran of a 
Mormon mission several years ago and the 
squad's “old man” at 24, is the anchor of an oth- 
erwise young line. Whitmore holds two UNLV 


ea chart | 


OFFENSE (6) 


Len Ware (Fr., 0); 12 Todd Floyd (Jr., 1) 

Dennis Whitmore (Sr., 3); 79 Mike Williams (Fr., 0) 
Jerald Pieruccl (So., 1); 60 Rob Kaller Ur, 1) 
Jon Zaczek (Jr., 2); 61 Joe Catania (Fr,, 0) 

Mike Reilly (So., 1); 76 Kory Koske (Jr, 0) 

Josh O'Brien (Fr.. 0}; 71 Ben Giidewell Ur. 0) 
Sam Mineo {So., 1); 85 Tatance Sawyer (So., 1) 
Havin Crook {So., 1): 19 Jon Denton iFr., 0} 
Carlos Baker (So., 1); 27 Tony Burton (Se, 1) 
Damon Wiliams (So., 1); 21 Deriek Charles Ur, 4) 
DeJohn Branch (St, 3); 4 Omar Love (Sr., 3) 
Alan Di Leo (Jr. 1) 


DEFENSE (4) 


Lamont Hicks (Jr, 2}; 44 Scott Patton [r., 0) 

Ted Darnel (So., 1); 93 JeanHans Statismith (Fr. 0) 
Derrick Monroe (So... 1); 68 Damien Howard (So.. 1) 
Dominic Andrews (r., 1); 96 Mac Smith (Ur., 0) 
Ken Kinnard (So., 1); 39 Leroy Gambrelt (Fr., 0) 
Bret Gilbert (So., 1); 56 Roderick Jones (Fr., 0) 
Daniel Martin (Jr., 2); 40 Jamie Handley (Sr, 1) 
Jermaine Webster (Se, 3); 12 Jomes Humes Ur, 0) 
Dan Stewart (Sr,, 1); 7 Cartos Hilliard (Sr., 1) 
Quincy Sanders (So., 1); 42 Anthony Brown (So.. 0) 
Bobby Coffman (So., 1); 7 Carlos Hilliard (Se, 1) 
Joe Kristosik (So., 1) 
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lifting marks: a 665-pound squat and a 356- 
pound power clean, Sophomores Jerald Pierucci 
and Mike Reily return as starting guards, The 
other tackle will be redshire freshman Josh 
O'Brien or junior college transfer Ben Glidewell. 

Last year's offensive MVP, center Jose Gonza- 
lez, is gone. His younger brother Bubba, a sopho- 
more from Saddleback Junior College, will battle 
with holdover junior Jon Zaczek. 

On the defensive line the only returning starter 
is junior tackle Charles Fisher, who split time at 
end and tackle, and missed spring practice while 
recovering from off-season back surgery. 

If Fisher returns in good health, he probably 
will play tackle, with sophomore Ted Darnell, a 
converted tight end, and freshman Jean-Hans 
Stallsmith at end, and sophomores Derrick Mon- 
roe and Damien Howard at the nose. If Fisher 
isn't back, look for junior Dominic Andrews, a 
three-game starter at end, to move to tackle and 
try to hold off junior college transfer Mac Smith. 

At linebacker, gone are Marvin Robinson and 
PJ. Tyler, the second- and third-leading tacklers. 
Taking over Robinson's spot at bandit linebacker 
will be either junior Lamont Hicks or junior col- 
lege All-American Scott Patton. The Rebel line- 
backer position features sophomore Ken Kinnard 
and redshirt freshman Leroy Gambrell. “Outside 
linebacker is a big question mark,” Horton says. 

The inside spots have sophomore starter Bret 
Gilbert moving from the weak side to the strong 
side and junior Daniel Martin fighting it out at 
weak-side linebacker with senior Jamie Handley 
and perhaps redshirt freshman Roderick Jones, 
who Horton says “may become one of the best 
players UNLV has ever had at linebacker.” Junior 
Levi Roquemore, who started for the University 
of New Mexico as a freshman before transferring 
to Saddleback Junior College, arrives this fall. 

In the secondary, sophomores Quincy Sanders, 
an All-WAC candidate, and Bobby Coffman 
were supposed to be redshirted last year, but 
wound up starting by mid-season, Sanders at 
strong safety (he'll move to free safety this year) 
and Coffman at cornerback. 

At the other corner is senior Jermaine Webster, 
whose four interceptions led the Rebels. Senior 
Dan Stewart returns at strong safety, and senior 
Carlos Hilliard is his backup. 

Significant concerns a year ago, the kicking and 
return games are brighter spots this time. Sopho- 
more walk-on punter Joe Kristosik averaged 39,8 
yards, while senior Marshall Mathews and junior 
Alan Di Leo shared placement duties. 

After a wild rotation of return men last year 
when Thompkins was ruled ineligible, Baker 
(19.1 average) and Burton (18.6) became reliable 
kickoff returners. Baker and junior Derick 
Charles are the primary punt returners. 

The Rebels will discover that the odds always 
favor the house, in this case the WAC. Blundy, 
the chances of UNLV finishing near the top of 
the league's Pacific Division are extremely slim. 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 1996 


New Mexico State Aggies 


Head Coach: Jim Hess 
1995 Record (Big West): 4-7-0 (3-3-0) 
1996 Pick: 3rd Big West 


t's a record New Mexico State would rather 
‘not have, but the Aggies have gone 223 
ames without shutting out an opponent. 

The last shutout came on Oct. 25, 1975, 
against ‘Texas-Arlington, which later decided to 
drop football, Perhaps the frustration of being 
blanked by a team with a weak defensive tradi- 
tion was a factor. 

“Last year, we had a highly proficient, record- 
setting offense,” coach Jim Hess says. “We were 
cighth in the nation in total offense, fourth in 
passing, 17th in scoring. We had a 3,000-yard 
passer, a 1,000-yard rusher and a 1,000-yard 
receiver, But we still didn't win but four ball 
games because defensively we gave up way too 
many points (35.4 a game). 

“I don't know that the defense will improve by 
leaps and bounds, but | think that because of 
experience we'll be a little bit better, Last year, | 
would have thought we would have won six ball 
games and had the opportunity to win seven, | 
was very disappointed in last year. If we had just 
played any defense at all...” 

Toward that end, Hess will serve as his own 
defensive coordinator this year. 

“This is a team that underachieved last year, 
and you hope you can overachieve this year,” he 
says, “But we're starting new people in a lot of 
places on offense, number one being the quarter- 
back. Our number one weakness is inexperience 
at quarterback.” 

That hasn't been the case recently. The gradu- 
ated Cody Ledbetter was the most prolific quar- 
terback in school history. Under his direction, 
New Mexico State set school records last season 
for passing attempts (454), completions (260) 
and yardage (3,540), as well as total yardage 
(5,248). The trouble was, the opposition actually 
rolled up 17 more total yards. 

From last year’s 4-7 team (3-3 and ted for 
third in the Big West Conference) the Aggies 
return 40 of 58 lettermen, including five starters 
on offense and six on defense. 

Schedule-wise, the Aggies should have a couple 
of nice paydays. They visit Texas and LSU. 

Ledbetter threw 453 of those 454 passes, was 
second in the nation in passing yards (3,501) and 
threw a school-record 30 touchdown passes. 
Sophomore Chad Salisbury, the likely successor, 
appeared twice in mop-up roles, attempting one 
pass and completing it for 39 yards. Salisbury is 
6-7, 245 pounds and not very mobile. 

The Aggies recurn their first 1,000-yard rusher 
in 21 years, and he's also the nation’s top sopho- 
more runner, Denvis Manns. New Mexico State 
uses a one-back set, and Manns led all freshmen 
with 1,120 rushing yards and set a Big West 
record with 7.1 yards a carry. Manns also caught 
33 passes for 267 yards. His average of 101.8 
yards a game was the best among the nation’s 
freshmen; Nebraska's highly touted Ahman 
Green was second with 98.7. 

Despite the loss of Lucious Davis, the top 


receiver in school history, and Tony Sanchez, the 
receiving corps has the potential to be as good as, 
if not better than, it was last season. Junior 
Duane Gregory will be the featured player after 
catching 50 passes for 844 yards and six touch- 
downs. The Aggies go with three wideouts, and 
sophomore David Patterson and senior Roderic 
Payne are expected to join Gregory as starters. 

Sophomore Charles Birdwell spent most of last 
season as a backup, but should continue NMSU’s 
tradition of outstanding tight end play, 

The only returning starters on the offensive 
line are senior tackle Keelin Boulware and senior 
guard Jim Breckenridge. “Boulware is a quality 
lineman, as good a lineman as we've ever had,” 
Hess says. 


chart | 
OFFENSE (5) 


Duane Gregory (Jt., 2); Dustin Guinn (Fr... 0) 
Charfie Rotché (So... 1); Jason Berger (Fr. 0) 
Jim Breckenridge (Se, 3); Aaron Emsberger (Se, 0) 
Jason Smith (So., 1); Jim Breckenridge (St, 3). 
Bill Beene {Sr., 3); George Burge (Sr, 1) 

: Keelin Boulware (St, 3); Nick Monica (Sr.. 0) 
Charles Bidwell (So., 2); Chad Martin (Fr,. 0) 
‘David Patterson {So.. 1); Clint Thatcher (Se. 3) 
‘Chad Salistury (So., 1); Gregg Madsen (Fr... 0) 
Dennis Manns (So. 1); Emie Monter (Se, 3) 
Roderic Payne (Sc, 3); Ryan Shaw (Fr, 0) 
Carlos Lartigua (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Enrique Ramirez (J¢,, 2); Yannis Pappas (S¢., 3) 
OuShane Briggs [e., 0}: Tye Fraembs (Fr, 0) 
Andy Martinez (St, 3); Pat Oyer (Se, 1) 

Reginald Feider Ur. 2); Eric Rogers Ur,, 2) 

Gary Jessie (Jt, 2); Mark Mitchell Ur., 2) 
Markesth Brackshire (So.; 1); Matt Botone (St, 3) 
Max Wade (So., 0); Sean U'Ecluse (Ur, 0) 

Mike Harvey (Se, 3; Damon Turner Ui, 1) 

Dorian Williams (St,, 3); Haran Jackson (So., 1) 
Jobe Lewis (So., 1): Kareem Mart (So., 1) 

Erich Johason (Sr, 1); Jeffrey Thompson (So., 1) 
Adam Waters (Ft., 0) 
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Sophomore Charlie Rotché, senior Bill Beene 
and sophomore Jason Smith are projected starters 
at tackle, guard and center, respectively. Depth i is 
very shallow. 

Three defensive linemen are gone from a unit 
that finished 102nd among the nation’s 108 
Division I-A teams, yielding 478.6 yards a game. 
Only senior tackle Andy Martinez returns. 

The Aggies have recorded only 22 sacks in the 
last two seasons and must do better. Seeking 
starting jobs and trying to improve on that num- 
ber are junior tackle DuShane Briggs, junior end 
Reginald “Kado” Felder and either junior 
Enrique Ramirez, who started at linebacker, or 
senior Yannis Pappas at the other end. 

All three regulars are back at linebacker, but 
Ramirez has been moved up front, leaving junior 
Gary Jessie and senior Matt Botone as returning 
starters. Jessie is the top returning tackler with 89 


“I was very disappointed 
in last year. If we 
had just played any 
defense at all...” 
— Jim Hess 


stops. Botone was third with 76 stops, but will be 
hard-pressed to retain his starting role with the 
emergence of sophomore Markcith Blackshire, 
who redshirted last year after appearing in 10 
games as a true freshman. Sophomore Max 
Wade, who transferred from Air Force, adds 
depth and probably will earn a starting berth. 

“Linebacker could be a strength,” Hess says. 
“We have several people who can play there. 
Blackshire’s a key. There's a world of difference 
between him and any other linebacker we've ever 
had here.” 

Opponents completed 59 percent of their 
passes last year and threw 23 scoring passes. No 
wonder the Aggies ranked 91st in the nation in 
pass efficiency defense. Departed free safety Ced- 
ric Walton led the team in tackles, which tells you 
something about the defensive front seven. 

Senior Dorian Williams moves from corner- 
back to strong safety, and senior Michael Harvey, 
a two-year reserve and the fastest player in the 
secondary (he won the 1994 Big West 100-meter 
dash title), takes over at cornerback. 

Senior Erich Johnson intercepted two passes as 
last year's nickel back and should start at one cor- 
ner. Sophomore Jobe Lewis was ticketed for a 


_redshirt season last year, but secondary problems 


forced him into a starting role at free safety for 
the final six games. 

Placekicker Bubba Culin and punter Chad 
Zecha are gone after handling all the kicking 
duties for four years. The only returning kicker is 
sophomore Carlos Lantigua, who backed up 
Culin the last nwo years, but will make his first 
appearance this fall. 

Manns returned 12 kickoffs (24.7-yard aver- 
age) and Harvey ran back nine punts (9.2). 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 
1996 Pick: 


Matt Simon 
2-9-0 
4th Big West 


nother year, another change. 
Last year was the first for the Univer- 
sity of North Texas at the Division I-A 
level, and the Eagles’ record was 2-9, although it 
included a 30-27 win over Oregon State of the 
Pac-10. The 1996 season marks North Texas’ 
entry into the Big West Conference. 

“We played a challenging and ambitious sched- 
ule,” coach Matt Simon says, “but more impor- 
tantly we made a statement of where North Texas 
wants to go and how we want our program to be 
perceived.” 

This marks the sixth conference affiliation for 
the Denton-based school, which keeps reminding 
everyone that it is no longer North Texas State 
University, which was the official name from 
1961-87, but the University of North Texas, 

By any name, North Texas was a member of the 
‘Texas Intercollegiate Athletic Association (1922- 
31), the Lone Star Conference (1932-48), the 

Gulf Coast Conference (1949-56), the Missouri 
Valley Conference (1957-74) and the Southland 
Conference (1983-94), 

The Eagles return 36 of 56 lettermen, includ- 
ing seven starters on offense, five on defense and 
two veteran kickers. 

“We feel good about what we have coming 
back,” Simon says. “We knew that we faced a 
loaded gun with an empty barrel last season 
because we did not have many bullets. That will 
not be the case this year. The biggest difference 
between us and other Division I-A programs last 
season was that we lacked depth, 

“Going into a conference gives us some direc- 
tion. We get the chance to compete for a cham- 
pionship and be in a race. In athletics, you have 
to be able to play for something and be able to set 
and accomplish some goals, The best thing about 
going into the Big West is chat it will help to set- 
tle down our schedule, I got real tired of playing 
on the road last season,” 

North Texas will cune up for its inaugural Big 
West campaign with another tough schedule that 
includes trips to Arizona State and Texas A&M 
and visits from Army and Vanderbilt. But the 
Eagles have six home games, including Army at 
‘Texas Stadium in Irving, a distinct contrast from 
the last two years, when they played only four 
each year. 

With the return of two players who split start- 
ing duties at quarterback, North Texas is hoping 
for a more productive offense, Sophomore Josh 
Gulley played in 10 games as a true freshman and 
started the last five. He completed 88-of-166 
passes (53 percent) for 1,150 yards, including 
422 against UNLY, and five touchdowns, Junior 
Jason Mills started the first six games and finished 
with 1,183 yards on 105-of-216 (48.6 percent). 

The Eagles return a solid group of runners, so 
solid that leading rusher Bo Harrison (nwo 100- 
yard games, but only 455 yards overall) has been 
switched to wide receiver. Senior Cedric Cromer 
started the last two games and gained 220 yards 
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rth Texas Eagles 


on 16 carries against Idaho State. 

Sophomore James “Hut” Allred was a bruising 
runner as a 1994 freshman but went down with a 
knee injury in the 1995 opener. Sophomore Mike 
Boone should also contribute. Highly regarded 
redshirt freshman Starsky Banks missed the entire 
year after a preseason knee injury. 

The Eagles must replace three key people in 
their three-wideout set, namely career-yardage 
leader Troy Redwine, Brian Smith and Vertis 
McKinney, who combined for 99 receptions and 
1,448 yards. The leading holdover is junior 

Coylin Grimes (eight catches, 96 yards), but Har- 
rison, a junior, caught 35 passes for 332 yards. 
Sophomores Tubby Coleman and Carlos Year- 
wood are other prospects who could start. 


euchart | 


OFFENSE (7) 


Coylin Grimes (Je, 2); 88 Kendrick Hollie (So, 0) 
Jayson Blaine (Sr., 0}; 78 Shane York (Ur. 0) 
Laymonde Lee (So., 1); 69 Darrin Foler Ur., 0) 
Phillip Armour (So., 1: 72 Tory Castitio (St, 3) 
Tory Castillo (St, 3); 77 Hunter Hunter Ur, 0) 
Robert Waddle (Jr, 2); 57 Vincent Patterson (So.. 0) 
Brian Waters (So., 1); 82 Todd Rimbey (Sr. 0) 
Josh Gulley (So., 2); 14 Jason Mills (r., 2) 

James Allred (So., 1); 44 Cedric Cromer (Sr., 3) 
Tubby Coleman (So., 1); 34 Bo Harrison (Je, 2) 
Carlos Yeatwood (So,, 0); 80 Andrew Jones (So., 1) 
Jeff Graham (Sr, 1) 


DEFENSE (5) 


Brad Spinks {Sr., 3}; Damon Hairston (Fr., 0) 
Steven Hunt (So., 2); 99 Darrel Wittens (So. 0) 
Scott Murphy (Je, 1); 79 Chris Hornbeak Ur, 2) 
Robert Grant (Jr, 0}; 91 Lesiey Hurtey (So. 0) 
Justin Ray (Sr., 3); 41 Ron Boston (e., 0} 
Brett Rentro (Se, 3); 5 Sterting Guest (Se. 1) 
Benny Cherry (Jr. 2); 45 Morceltius Hill Ur. 4) 
Avery Wright (Sx, 3); 13 Dwyer McKeilth (Ur, 0) 
Kevin Wilson (So.,.0); 9 Ron Riley (Je., 0) 

37 Calvin Davis (So., 1); 3 Divati Lewis (Ur, 0) 

16 Kelon Wilson (Se, 1}; 22 Phillip Littlejohn (So., 1) 
19 Toby Gowin (Sc, 3) 
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Sophomore Brian Waters heads a talented 
number of tight ends. Waters caught 27 passes for 
266 yards a year ago. Senior Todd Rimbey also 
returns. 

The offensive should be the most 
improved area on the team as a strong group of 
newcomers joins three returning starters: senior 
guard Tory Castillo, junior tackle Robert Waddle 
and sophomore guard Laymonde Lee. 

Sophomore Phillip Armour moves to the offen- 
sive line after playing five games on the defensive 
front last season before suffering a neck injury. 
Senior tackle Jayson Blaine is a transfer from 
Pacific, which dropped football. Junior Hunter 
Hunter will vie for a starting role at guard. The 
Eagles also are counting on immediate help from 
junior college transfer Shane York. 

North Texas will miss career sack leader Willis 
Hudson at defensive end, along with three other 


“Going into a conference 
gives us some direction. 
We get the chance to com- 
pete for a championship.” 

—Matt Simon 


veterans, Junior nose tackle Score Murphy, the 
strongest player on the team, returns after start- 
ing four games. Sophomore Steven Hunt is the 
likely starter at tackle, while the ends could be 
senior Brad Spinks and junior college transfer 
Robert Grant, who has outstanding pass-rush 
skill. 

At linebacker, seniors Brett Renfro and Justin 
Ray will anchor the defense. Renfro led the team 
with 86 tackles, Also back is junior Benny 
Cherry, who missed the last nine games with a 
knee injury; he was the second-leading tackler in 
1994, 

Juco transfers are expected to make an imme- 
diate i impact in a secondary that was riddled with 
injuries in 1995, Sophomore ( Calvin Davis 
started at free safety but moves to strong safety, 
with sophomore Kevin Wilson at free safety. The 
cornerbacks in spring practice were Avery Wright 
and Kelon Wilson, both seniors. 

Junior college transfers Ron Riley and Dhati 
Lewis will compete for the safety positions. 
Lewis, who has excellent speed, may be the best 
athlete among the newcomers. At Citrus College 
in Glendora, Calif, he registered 60 tackles and 
80 sacks, forced six fumbles and had two inter- 
ceptions, Riley was an all-conference detensive 
back at Los Angeles Southwest College. 

Senior Toby Gowin ranked 19th among the 
nation’s punters last year (42.1-yard average), 
and senior placekicker Jeff Graham returns after 
struggling with a groin injury. He made 10-of-13 
field-goal attempts in 1994 but attempted only 
two last year and made both, one a 45 yarder. 

Coleman averaged 20.7 yards on 15 kickoff 
returns, No player on the roster returned a punt 
in 1995, 
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ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Kent 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Jim Corrigall 
1-9-1 (0-7-1) 
9th MAC 


ts a good news/bad news situation for the 

Kent State University football program, 

which (1) hasn't enjoyed a winning season 
since 1987, (2) has a seven-year record of 8-68-1 
and (3) hasn't won more than two games in one 
season since 1988. 

Good news: Kent returns every player but one 
who carried the ball last year, including leading 
rusher Astron Whatley. 

Bad news: Kent finished ninth in the Mid- 
American Conference in rushing last year, averag- 
ing 106.3 yards. 

Good news; Both quarterbacks return along 
with every receiver who caught a pass. 

Bad news: Kent finished ninth in the MAC in 
passing (122.4 yards per game) and last in scoring 
(11.6 points per game) and total offense (244.6 
yards per game). 

Good news: Six of Kent's top seven tacklers 
return, 

Bad news: Kent finished ninth in scoring 
defense (30.5 points per game yielded), total 
defense (429.0 yards per game) and rushing 
defense (231.5 yards per game), and eighth in 
pass defense (197.5 yards per game). 

Good news: Kent has more returning lettermen 
than any year since 1991. 

Bad news: With these same returnees, Kent fin- 
ished last in the MAC at 0-7-1 (1-9-1 overall) 
and starts 1996 with an eight-game losing streak. 

“The offense returns a strong nucleus, led by 
All-MAC tailback Astron Whatley and tight end 
OJ. Santiago,” coach Jim Corrigall says. “The 
offensive line is nearly intact. We return good 
experience at quarterback. Overall, we hope to 
present an exciting offensive scheme. We have 
improved overall speed on defense.” 

And although the rest of the MAC isn't exactly 
quivering and quaking with fear, Kent should be 
competitive with at least four league foes. The 
Golden Flashes return 39 of 51 lettermen, 
including eight starters on offense, four on 
defense and both kicking specialists. 

Whatley, a junior, has been Kent's leading 
rusher each of the last ewo seasons. In 1994, he 
was MAC Freshman of the Year after rushing for 
1,003 yards. Last year, he slipped to 978 yards. 
Whatley averaged 4.2 yards and scored five 
touchdowns. 

Junior college transfer Frankie Sinclair should 
be a competent backup to Whatley. The fullback 
position is wide open with sophomore Marlin 
Gates making a push for the starting role. 

Unquestionably, the Golden Flash ground 
attack needs vast improvement. In addition to the 
modest per-game number noted earlier, Kent 
runners averaged only 2.8 yards per carry. 

At quarterback, sophomore Todd Goebbel and 
senior Marc O’Brien both started games last year 
and combined for 125 completions in 258 
attempts (48.4 percent) for 1,325 yards, but only 
six touchdowns with 16 interceptions. 

The top five wideouts return, led by seniors 


™ 


Kantroy Walker (28 receptions, 328 yards) and 
Lance Hansen (23, 328). 

Senior tight end Santiago, who tied for the 
team lead with 28 catches, averaged 10.6 yards 
and scored two touchdowns, 

Four starters return to the offensive line. Junior 
center Bob Hallen, who has started every game 
each of the last nwo seasons, and junior tackle 
Steve Zahursky are potential all-star candidates. 
The other returning starters are senior tackle 
Doug Morgan, who may move to guard, and sen- 
ior guard Donny White. The move of Morgan 
would open a spot at tackle for junior college 
transfer Ron “Bam-Bam” White. Sophomore 
guard Kirk Brindley should also contribute. 

The defensive line was racked by graduation — 


eeu chart 


OFFENSE (8) 


0.5, Santiago (St, 2); 43 Eric Suit Ur. 0) 

Doug Morgan (Sr., 2); 55 Brian Hales (Sr., 2) 
VGrk Brindley (So., 0}; 59 Jazrred Hoghe (Fr, 0} 
Bob Halen (jr, 2); 63 Jarrod Vrabel (Fr., 0) 
Donny White (Sr. 3); 93 Dejon Young (So., 1) 
Stove Zahursky (Jr., 2); 64 Jeffrey Sherrick (Fr., 0) 
Todd Goebbel (So,, 1); 5 Marc O'Brien (Sr,, 1) 
Marion Gates (So., 1); 42 Chris Morgan {So., 1) 
Astron Whatley (Jr, 2); 21 Murad Holliday (Fr. 0) 
Lance Hansen (Sc, 2); 88 James McDonald (Fr,, 0) 
Kantroy Walker (St, 1); 84 Jonathan Wiliams (r., 2} 
Joseph Romano (Sr. 1) 


DEFENSE (4) 


89 Chris Heywood (So., 0); 53 Brian Pelkey (So., 9) 
Shawn Cross (So,, 0); 68 Mike Musial (Fr., 0) 
77 Shawn Thompson (Jr., 2); 91 Anthony Randie (So,, 0) 
44 Courtney Short (Jr,, 2); 67 Kevin Stefancik (So., 0} 
90 Brad Hartman (So., 1); 32 Michael Kamauf (So., 0) 
Roger Terry (Jr, 1); 52 Wayne Stevenson (So., 0) 
45 Justin Sanford (Jr. 2); 6 Quincy Falker (So., 1) 

7 Tony Britt (Sr, 2); 27 Ben Durant (Fr., 0} 

9 A) Phillips (So. 1); 28 Yves Dossous (Fr., 0) 

26. Joe Karr (Se, 1); 36 Justin Taress (Fr., 0) 

18 Richard Messam (So., 2); Kyle Green (So., 0) 

22 Roger Forgatsch (Sr., 1) 
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Golden Flashes 


three starters are gone — but several players have 
seen spot duty. The only holdover is junior tackle 
Shawn Thompson, who registered 45 tackles. 

Other expected starters on the line include jun- 
ior end Courtney Short (27 tackles), sophomore 
end Chris Heywood and sophomore tackle 
Shawn Cross. Neither Heywood nor Cross 
played last fall. 

Junior linebacker Justin Sanford was the team’s 
top tackler last year with 136 stops. Sophomores 
Quincy Falker (82 tackles) and Brad Hartman 
(81) saw quite a bit of playing time. In addition, 
junior inside linebacker Roger Terry is back after 
a season-ending shoulder injury. 

The secondary returns almost intact, but wasn't 


2 exactly a strength last year. Senior cornerback 


‘Tony Britt tallied five interceptions and is joined 
by senior free safety Joe Karr (124 tackles, third- 
best on the team), sophomore strong safety Al 
Phillips (81 stops) and sophomore cornerback 
Richard Messam. 


“We hope to present an 
exciting offensive scheme 
with improved overall 
speed on defense.” 

— Jim Corrigall 

In special teams play, senior placekicker Joe 
Romano made 7-of-14 field goal attempts and 
11-of-12 PATs. Senior Roger Forgatsch averaged 
36.2 yards a punt. 

Whatley was among the MAC leaders in kick- 
off returns (19.4 average), but Corrigall would 
like to see someone else step forward. Wide 
receiver Walker could be that player. He averaged 
17.3 yards on 12 returns. Britt returned 16 punts, 
but averaged only 3.8 yards. Sophomore Brandon 
Caletri averaged 10.0 yards on two returns. Over- 
all, punt returning is a major area of concern for 
the Golden Flashes. 

The non-conference schedule includes trips to 
Big East member Pittsburgh and Big West foe 
Nevada with a home game against Division I-AA 
power Youngstown State, the only team Kent 
defeated last fall (17-14). In MAC play, Kent 
must travel to Miami, Bowling Green and Ball 
State, three of the conference's projected top five 
teams. The Golden Flashes do not play MAC 
kingpin Toledo. 

There has been talk that Kent might eventually 
step down from Division I-A to Division I-AA. 
Last fall in six home games, the Golden Flashes 
averaged 6,388 spectators, better than only Tem- 
ple (4,406) of the nation’s 108 I-A programs. 

In fact, MAC Commissioner Jerry Ippoliti has 
made clear his desire to see all league schools — 
and in particular Ohio, Kent and Akron — 
increase their football attendance. Three schools 
(Northern Illinois and Marshall in 1997 and Buf- 
falo in 1998) will be added to the MAC lineup, 
thus further increasing the importance of Kent 
elevating its football productivity. 
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Northeast Louisiana Indians 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 


Ed Zaunbrecher 
2-9-0 


cortheast Louisiana University has won 
‘five games since moving up to Division 
| Ni 1-A two years ago, but the Indians have 
twice embarrassed SEC teams — and on the road 
no less. In 1994, they defeated Kentucky at Lex- 
ington 21-14; last year, they stunned Mississippi 
Saute in Starkville 34-32. 

A newcomer to Division I-A can expect to 
spend a lot of time on the road, and NLU has vis- 
ited Colorado and Auburn in each of the last two 
seasons. These games are known as paydays. This 
fall, the Indians travel to UCLA, Arkansas, 
Auburn, Mississippi State (again) and Cincinnati. 
Interestingly, Minnesota will be the first Division 
I-A team to visit Monroe. 


In 1995, Northeast Louisiana faced some of 


the nation’s top offenses and gave up an average 
of 37 points and 479 yards a game. Those figures 
ranked 102nd and 103rd among the nation’s 108 
NCAA Division I-A teams a year ago. 

The numbers should improve with the return 
of seven defensive starters. The Indians also 
return four starters on offense, both kicking spe- 
cialists and 41 of 61 lettermen. 

“Our depth chart is heading in the right direc- 
tion,” coach Ed Zaunbrecher says. “We are very 
young. Both lines have to come through with 
young players. 

“The improvements we have made are more 
bodies, more height on the offensive line and 
improved speed at a couple of positions, espe- 
cially at linebacker,” the coach adds. 

Senior quarterback Raymond Philyaw is NLU’s 
third-leading career passer with 4,616 yards. 
NLU ranked 19th nationally in passing last year 
(260.1), and Philyaw was 12th in passing effi- 
ciency and 20th in total offense (258.4). 

He completed 167-of-320 passes (52.2 per- 
cent) for 2,627 yards and 22 touchdowns — a 
record-tying five against Nevada — with just 
seven interceptions. For his career, Philyaw has 
thrown 36 TDs but only 14 interceptions, an 
impressive ratio. 

The only returning lettermen at running back 
are juniors Carson Fields and Keith Gardner, and 
sophomore Mike Mitchell. 

Fields led the team with 632 yards and three 
touchdowns on 144 carries. Gardner and 
Mitchell combined for 14 carries and 55 yards, 
and added 20 receptions for 281 yards. 

It appears Fields will start at fullback, sup- 
ported by redshirt freshman Eric Jones. 

On the wings, the departure of Stepfret 
Williams, who ended his career with 15 school 
records, leaves a major void. Junior wideout 
David Smith had 13 receptions for 187 yards and 
three touchdowns. Sophomore Marty Booker 
added cight catches for 138 yards. Junior college 
transfer J.J. Patterson should contend for imme- 
diate playing time. 

‘Tight end is the position of the greatest con- 
cern on offense. Redshirt freshmen Chris Spencer 
and Corey Stephens are top contenders. 
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On the offensive line, junior center Tommy 
Franklin was a season-long regular, and junior 
Shawn Jenkins split time between guard and 
tackle. He probably will play both positions for 
the third consecutive season. Three others who 
started at least qwice also return, but replacing the 
left guard and tackle are major tasks. 

Senior Charles Marshall started the first four 
games at guard before a knee injury ended his 
season. Jenkins was moved into his spot for four 
weeks, and junior Shane Price took over Jenkins’ 
spot at tackle. When Jenkins went back to tackle 
for the final three games, sophomore James Lan- 
ders started at guard. Junior Chad Reeder saw 
spot duty as a backup. Redshirt freshman Shane 
Pictard will vie for the right guard spot. Massive 


depth 


OFFENSE (4) 


Marty Booker (So., 1); 23 Derrick Bridges (Fr., 0) 
Chad Reeder (Jr, 2); Erle Lo Ur, 0) 

James Landers (So., 1); 70 Don Tiliman {Fr.. 0) 
Tommy Franklin (Jt. 2); 54 John Mediin (Fr., 0) 
Charles Marshall {Sr., 2); 64 Shane Pittard {Fr., 0) 
Shawn Jenkins (Jr. 2); 75 Shane Price (Jr., 2) 
Chis Spencer (Fr., 0); 83 Corey Stephens (Fr, 0) 
David Smith (J., 1): 8S Jutlus Alcee (So. 0} 
Raymond Philyaw (Sr., 3); 92 Bo Meeks (So.. 1) 
Keith Gardner (r., 2); 20 Mike Mitchell (So., 1) 
Carson Fields (Jt, 2); 29 Eric Jones (Fr.. 0} 

Cory Babineaux (So., 1) 


RAIGBSMAARZCSAK 


DEFENSE (7) 


Steve Foley (Jr., 1); 92 Mike Turner (Fr., 0) 
Shawn Lang (Sr., 1); 98 Greg Morris (So., 0} 
Felix Richardson (Jr., 0); KJ. Graham (r., 0) 
Damien Foster (Jt, 1); 85 Regan Cobb (Jr., 2) 
Marlon Turner (So., 1); 51 Sirl Wright {So., 1} 
Chad Nerenberg (Sr., 2); 50 Jonathan Foster (F., 0} 
Roderick Maicoim (Sr., 2; 37 OJ. Davis (So. 1) 
Corey Sampson (Sr., 1); Alfred Thomas Ur., 0} 
Michael Young (Sr., 1): 35 Nate Jones (Fr.. 0) 
Brian Taylor (So., 1); 3 Reggie Lee (Sr.. 2) 
Alonzo Hampton (St, 3); 2 Tirrell Syives Lr.. 2) 
Jason Pope (Sr., 3) 
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(6-5, 305) Michael Hervey was projected to be a 
starter last season but was hurt in a car accident 
prior to August workouts. He's back and could 
contribute. 

Graduation hit hardest on the defensive line, 
leaving only four lettermen. Three, however, are 
starters. Junior tackle Steve Foley may play at 
end. Senior Shawn Lang moves from end to 
tackle. Junior Damien Foster started nine games 
at end. The other starter is junior tackle Felix 
Richardson. Reserve help will come from senior 
John Evans, junior K.J. Graham, and redshirt 
freshmen Greg Morris and Mike Turner, 

Ac linebacker, six returning players started 
games in ‘95, including senior middleman Chad 
Nerenberg, who led the team with 102 tackles, 
Sophomore Marlon Turner and senior Roderick 
Malcolm shared starts on the strong side, and 
senior Charles Moody, junior Raymond Francois 


“We have more bodies, 
more height on the line 
and improved speed 
at linebacker. 
— Ed Zaunbrecher 


and sophomore Sirl Wright got starting assign- 
ments on the weak side. 

The Indians have an experienced secondary 
keyed by the team’s second- and third-leading 
returning tacklers and one of the nation’s top 
interception men. 

Senior rover Michael Young finished second to 
Nerenberg with 80 tackles. Senior Alonzo Hamp- 
ton, the fastest player on the team, was third with 
69 tackles and started all 11 games at either cor- 
nerback or free safety, Senior cornerback Corey 
Sampson tied for eighth nationally with six inter- 
ceptions. Others with starting experience are 
senior cornerback Lawrence Arnold, junior cor- 
nerback ‘Tirrell Sylvas and senior free safety Reg- 
gic Lec, 

The spring two-deep chart listed junior Alfred 
Thomas backing Sampson at one corner and 
sophomore Brian Taylor as the free safety. 

The Indians’ special teams play is modest. 
Senior punter Jason Pope averaged 37.4 yards 
and had a school-record 17 punts downed inside 
the 20-yard line. Sophomore placekicker Cory 
Babineaux was the main placekicker the last half 
of the season and hit 2-of5 field goals and 16-of- 
18 PATS. Gardner, Smith and Hampton are the 
top kickoff returners. A punt returner must be 
found and Mitchell will get a look. 

Since shocking Mississippi State last’ year, 
Northeast Louisiana has dropped six straight 
games. That streak should end Aug. 29 when 
NLU hosts Division I-AA intrastate foe Nicholls 
State. Winnable games include those with Sam 
Houston State, Northwestern State, Central 
Florida and Jacksonville State. The Indians 
should be improved in 1996, but their record 
could be similar to last fall’s 2~9 showing. 
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Central Florida Golden Knights 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (SEC): 


Gene McDowell 
6-5-0 


come to Division I-A football, Cen- 
ral Florida. 

The Golden Knights bring much 
to the cible as one of four new Division I-A 
members, joining Boise State and Idaho (now in 
the Big West Conference), and UAB (a member 
of Conference USA in all sports but football). 

Central Florida's attributes are many: a growing 
enrollment (26,500 students) in a booming city 
(Orlando), access to Florida’s fertile prep ranks, a 
veteran coach (Gene McDowell) with a strong 
background (Florida State graduate and former 
U.S. Army officer), a progressive athletic director 
(Steve Sloan), a massive stadium (the Florida Cit- 
rus Bowl, capacity 70,349) and some challenging 
schedules, beginning this fall. 

McDowell obviously is excited about the 
prospects of making the jump from I-AA. The 
change in status already has paid dividends, 
specifically in terms of recruiting. 

“This is the best recruiting group we've had 
since | came here (in January 1985),” McDowell 
notes. “Our future schedules are a reason we 
think we can have more good recruiting years.” 

Between now and the year 2000, independent 
Central Florida will battle such established I-A 
football schools as Ole Miss, Georgia Tech, 
Auburn, Mississippi State, Toledo, Purdue, New 
Mexico, Virginia, Georgia, East Carolina and 
Florida, 

McDowell is ready yet realistic, noting, “I real- 
ize that to some degree we're still a Division I-AA 
football program. We will need five good recruit- 
ing seasons. I'm optimistic that by 1999 we will 
be competitive.” 

As for this fall, it’s certain that at least one 
Golden Knight will be competitive. Sophomore 
quarterback Daunte Culpepper, who completed 
168-of-294 passes for 2,071 yards and 12 touch- 
downs with 10 interceptions, might be one of the 
country's 10 best field generals. 

“OF all the quarterbacks I've coached and 
played against, he is in their league,” McDowell 
says. “He is certainly in the elite category and 
should be considered one of the country’s best 
quarterbacks,” 

The Golden Knights lost talented tailback 
Marquette Smith, but sophomore Mike Grant 
(215 yards), junior Mike Huff and sophomore 
Johnie Presley should fill the void. Senior Donald 
Huzzie is the likely fullback. 

McDowell, concerned about his receiving 
corps, warns, “We could be inept at receiver.” 

Thus, freshman Kenny Clark, Culpepper’s 
high school teammate, should receive significant 
playing time. Sophomore Mark Nonsant (25 
catches, 13.4-yard average) and senior Stuart 
Stipe (16 catches, 16.4 average) should figure in 
the mix. 

Sophomore Joey Hubbard is the tight end. 

On the offensive line, McDowell hopes juniors 
Todd Cleveland and Rufus Hall can bounce back 
from academic and injury problems, respectively. 
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te Culpepper 


Tackles Kevin Stewart (senior) and Cornell 
Green (sophomore), and center Alex Galvez 
(senior) are returning starters. Galvez likely will 
be moved to one guard spot to make room for 
senior center Chris Wrenn, back after missing last 
year following knee surgery. The other guard 
assignment is wide open, although senior Greg 
Harper seems to have the edge. 

On defense, senior Tarveres Tate (47 tackles) 
has been moved from end to tackle. Junior Jameil 
McWhorter (39) is a quality end. The other end 
should be junior Jermaine Benoit, while the other 
tackle is projected to be freshman Jerod Durant. 
Newcomers will play key reserve roles on the line. 

The linebacking unit is the strength of the 
Central Florida defense. Senior Nakia Reddick 


depth Ci 


OFFENSE (6) 


Mark Nonsant (So., 1); Kenny Clark (Fr., 0) 
Stuart Stipe (St, 2); 19 Eric Leister (So., 1) 
Joey Hubbard (So., 1); 53 Dan Daniels (Fr., 1) 
Mike Huff Ur. 2); 24 Mike Grant (So., 1) 

Donald Huzzie (Sr., 3); 43 Kendrick Moore (Jr. 1) 
Daunte Culpepper (So., 1); 10 Kevin Reid (Sr., 2) 
Kevin Stewart (Sr., 3); 63 Steve Wagner (Jr, 1) 
Greg Harper (Sr, 2); Jullo Morejon (r., 0) 

Chris Wrenn (Sc. 2): Bill Dayton (So., 0) 

Alex Galvez (Sc, 3); 72 Ryan Gills Ur, 1) 
Cornell Green (So., 1); 71 Marcus Jenkins (So., 1) 
Charlie Pierce (St, 3) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Jermaine Benoit (Jr., 2); Mike Osuna Ur., 0) 
Tarveres Tate (Sr, 3); 76 Larry Tuckor (Fr., 0) 
Jerod Durant {Fr., 0); 93 Justen Moore (Fr., 0) 
Jameil McWhorter (Jr., 2); Fred Harley (Fr., 0) 
Nakia Reddick (Sr, 3); 62 Mike Spencer (Fr., 0) 
Kendrick Thomas (Sr, 2); 41 Mike Paimer (So., 0) 
John Bryant (Sx, 3); 45 Emory Green (Sr. 2) 
Reginald Doster (So., 1); 27 Willan Washington Ur., 2) 
Darryl Latimoce (Sr.. 3); Paul Meranda (So.. 0} 
Kenton Rickerson (Jt, 2); Tyrell Rice (Fr., 0) 
Donne Washington (J+.. 2}; Brian Jackson {Fr.. 0) 
Chariie Pierce (Sr, 3) 
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led the Golden Knights with 90 tackles, includ- 
ing seven for losses. Fellow seniors Kendrick 
Thomas (72) and John Bryant (69) ranked sec- 
ond and third, respectively. Senior Emory Green 
is in reserve. 

In the secondary, junior free safery Kenton 
Rickerson recorded 53 tackles, while senior cor- 
nerback Darryl Latimore added 42 stops and 
three interceptions. Junior Donnell Washington 
should be the strong safety. The other corner spot 
remains a concern, with sophomore Reginald 
Doster the expected starter. 

“We've never had Division I-A-caliber corner- 


2 backs here,” McDowell says. 


Special teams play is keyed by senior Charlie 
Pierce, who handles both punting and placekick- 
ing. His numbers from last fall were impressive: 
40.7-yard average on 45 punts, 10-of-15 field 
goals, 34-of-35 extra points. 


“I can honestly say that 
our overall athletic 
program is a bit 
ahead of schedule.” 
— Steve Sloan 


This year's schedule offers an interesting blend 
of opponents, none of which appears invincible. 
The Golden Knights open the slate by hosting 
William & Mary, one of three Division I-AA 
foes. Following is a four-game road stretch high- 
lighted by trips to South Carolina and East Car- 
olina. Toward the end of the fall, the team visits 
Georgia Tech and UAB before closing at home 
against Bowling Green, 

“IT think we'll have a chance to have a winning 
year,” McDowell says. “ 

Sloan is working diligently to land the school 
in the ACC, Big East, Conference USA or SEC. 
Having been affiliated with the SEC’s Alabama, 
Mississippi and Vanderbilt, and the ACC's Duke, 
Florida State and Georgia Tech, Sloan would pre- 
fer full membership in cither of those two power 
conferences. However, he may initially have to 
settle for football-only membership, which only 
the Big East or C-USA would offer. Of the two, 
C-USA appears more likely to, at some point, 
extend an all-sports invitation. 

In fact, many Central Florida supporters hope 
for full affiliation with the up-and-coming 
C-USA, a league that would provide UCF with 
quality yet manageable football competition, an 
excellent opportunity to improve Knight basket- 
ball (both men’s and women’s), a natural rival in 
Tampa-based South Florida and, at least more so 
than the Big East, geographic practicality (with 
UAB, Tulane, Southern Miss and South Florida). 

“There are a myriad of factors involved,” says 
Sloan, who is entering his fourth year in Orlando. 
“I can honestly say that our overall athletic pro- 
gram is a bit ahead of schedule. We are encour- 
aged by this bur are aware of the factors that 
major conferences consider before expanding.” 
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Boise State Broncos 


Head Coach: Pokey Allen 

1995 Record (Big Sky): 7-4-0 (4-3-0) 

1996 Pick: 5th Big West 
Ihe move from Division I-AA to I-A is 
~ A-OK with Boise State coach Pokey Allen. 
Most coaches would bemoan the loss of 


more than half the previous year's lettermen and 
14 or more starters. Not Allen. He's simply glad 
to be alive. Having to replace players is mere 
child's play for a man who has battled cancer. 

Allen received the best Christmas present of all 
in December after a thorough examination that 
included a CT scan on his chest, abdomen and 
pelvic region, and an MRI on his right shoulder 
and arm. The medical report concluded, “There 
was no indication of any cancer anywhere.” 

Allen was diagnosed with a rare form of tissue 
cancer two days after Boise State lost the 1994 
Division I-AA championship game to Youngstown 
State. The tumor was removed from his right arm 
in March 1995, but chemotherapy treatments 
didn't help much and Allen had to interrupt 1995 
spring practice to re-enter the hospital. 

An apparently successful stem cell transplant 
followed three months later. Allen was well 
enough to lead the Broncos to a 7-4 record in 
their final season after 26 years in the Big Sky 
Conference, arguably America’s top Division 
I-AA league. They left with six conference titles, 
the 1980 Division I-AA national championship 
and a 26-year record of 202-99-2. During those 
years, Boise State played 30 games against Divi- 
sion I-A opponents, compiling a 13-17 record. 

The Broncos are now a member of the restruc- 
tured Big West Conference, but the timing could 
be better. Boise returns only 26 of 53 lettermen, 
including three starters on offense, three on 
defense and the punter. 

“We are going to have to coach at our absolute 
best and get some breaks this season,” Allen says. 
“I like the talent we have. We're just young, inex- 
perienced and lack depth at most positions.” 

With the move to Division I-A, Boise State 
faces the most ambitious schedule in its history. 
The Broncos will be welcomed to the Big West by 
defending champion Nevada on the road and will 
also visit Arizona State of the Pac-10 and Fresno 
State and Hawaii of the WAC. 

Senior ‘Tony Hilde, who holds all the Boise 
State career passing records except touchdown 
tosses, left the team for personal reasons in the 
spring. His status is a question, Last year, Hilde 
(6,634 yards and 49 touchdowns for his career) 
passed for 2,386 yards and 18 TDs, with only five 
interceptions in 279 attempts; he also rushed for 
375 yards and a team-leading nine touchdowns. 

In Hilde’s absence, redshirt freshman Erik 
Davis directed the Bronco offense in the spring, 

Injuries riddled the halfback position last year. 
Senior Tommy Edwards, a part-time starter, 
played in seven games before being sidelined with 
shoulder problems. Edwards (437 yards, five 
touchdowns), who missed spring work, trans- 
ferred from Virginia Tech, where he was known 
as “Touchdown Tommy” after scoring 10 times 
in 1993. Sophomore Marlin Carey will play. 
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The only other returning letterman halfback is 
sophomore Eron Hurley, the second-leading 
rusher with 416 yards and six touchdowns, He 
will play some at fullback. 

Senior Ryan Ikebe has caught 101 career passes 
for 1,792 yards and 18 touchdowns. Last year, he 
grabbed 34 passes for a team-high 742 yards (a 
nifty 21.8 yards per catch) and five touchdowns. 

Candidates for the other wideout position 
include lettermen seniors Greg Thomas and 
Andre Horace and sophomore Tony Mamaril. 
Thomas caught 12 passes last year for 222 yards 
and a touchdown. 

After playing in all 11 games last year as a true 
freshman and catching five passes for 65 yards, 
Jim Brekke is ready to take over at tight end. 


eEujchart | 
OFFENSE (3) 


Greg Thomas (Sr., 1); Tony Mamaril (So,, 1) 
Ryan Ikebe (Sr., 3); Andre Horace (Sr,, 1) 
Jermaine Belin (So., 1); Jeromy Mankins (Fr, 0) 
Josue Avarez (Jr, 0); Ryan Groneman (Fr,, 0) 
“Ted Butler (So, 1); Joey Horvat (F., 0) 

Jordan LePlane (St., 3); Jarred Renner (So., 1) 
‘Nat Meade U,, 2); Greg Klum (Fr, 0) 

Enk Davis (Fr., 0); Byran Harsin (Ft, 0) 

Jim Brekke (So., 1); Dave Stachelsh (Fr., 0) 
Eron Hurley (So., 1); Jesse Chan (So., 1) 

Matin Carey (So., 1); Reggje Ethridge Ur, 0) 
Todd Belcastro (So... 2) 


DEFENSE (3) 


Erik Nielson (So. 1); Shane McKenna (So., 1) 
Slone Fifita (Sr, 3); Jay Gibson (So.. 1) 

don Rydman (Fr., 0); Erasto Jackson (Jr, 0) 
Chris Wing (St, 2); Rollis Talsemotu (Fr. 0) 
Ray Garcia (Sr., 1): Jeremy Haener (Sr, 3) 
Jeremy Haener (St, 3); Richard Sweeney Ur, 0) 
Jim Clark (St., 1); Brian Steger (Jr., 0) 

Damion Schilling (Fr... 0}; Fred Hough (Ft., 0) 
Derek Zimmerman (Fr.. 0); Marcel Yates (Fr., 0) 
Jett Davis (So., 1); Lorin Forester (Fr., 0} 
Makeesh Brooks (Fr., 0): Ross Farris (Fr., 0) 
Jett Davis (So., 1) 
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‘Two of the few offensive holdovers from a year 
ago are linemen: senior guard Jordan LePiane and 
sophomore tackle Jermaine Belin. LePiane is a 
two-year starter; Belin won his job at midseason. 

Despite losing three starters on the line, the 
Broncos have solid replacements in junior tackle 
Nat Meade, sophomore center Ted Butler (a 
Nebraska transfer), junior guard Josue Alvarez 
and redshirt freshman guard Ryan Groneman. 

With ewo of the four starters returning, the line 
is the strength of the defense. Senior tackle Sione 
Fifita is the only returning Bronco who earned 
first-team All-Big Sky honors last season. He 
totaled 54 tackles and five sacks, Senior end Chris 
Wing started alongside Fifita and was the top 


6 tackler among the linemen with 58 stops. 


“We are going to have 
to coach at our 
absolute best and get 
some breaks this 
season.” 
— Pokey Allen 


Bidding for the other spots are sophomore ends 
Shane McKenna and Erik Nielson, freshman 
tackle Jon Rydman and junior tackle Erasto Jack- 
son, a Navy transfer. 

Senior linebacker Jeremy Haener stepped into 
the starting lineup at midseason. The rest of the 
field includes seniors Jim Clark and Ray Garcia, 
and junior college transfers Brian Steger and 
Richard Sweeney. 

The secondary will have a dramatically new 
look. None of last year's top eight players was on 
the spring roster. Junior cornerback Jason Payne, 
who led the team with four interceptions, was 
expected back, but he tore up a knee during the 
off-season and probably will miss all of 1996. The 
strong safety is redshirt freshmen Derek Zimmer- 
man. Fellow first-year players Damion Schilling 
and Makeesh Brooks will man the corners. The 
free safety looks to be sophomore Jeff Davis. 

The aforementioned Davis averaged 39.3 yards 
per punt last fall. Placekicker Greg Erickson has 
departed; the only kickers on the spring roster 
were sophomore Todd Belcastro and Pacific 
transfer Zack McSweeney. 

Wideout Horace returned 14 kickoffs last year 
for a 23.1-yard average and averaged 3.2 yards on 
six punt returns. Rashid Gayle, the top punt 
returner, is gone. 

Simply pur, Allen will need every bit of his 
physical and emotional strength to keep the 
Broncos respectable in Division I-A. Fortunately, 
Boise State will play a couple of Division I-AA 
teams (Northwestern State and Big Sky member 
Eastern Washington) and one from Division II 
(Portland State). 

If the Broncos can beat those three opponents 
and two others, the season would be considered a 
smashing success, A win against in-state rival and 
fellow Big West newcomer Idaho would help. 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (MAC): 
1996 Pick: 


Lee Owens 
2-9-0 (2-6-0) 
10th MAC 


o start the 1995 season, Eastern Michigan 
kicked off to Akron’s Lew Lawhorn, who 
returned the kick 93 yards for a touchdown, 

End of highlight film for the Zips. 

Playing with only a handful of seniors, Akron 
lost that game and eight others en route to a 2-9 
record (2-6, tied for seventh in the Mid-Ameri- 
can Conference). In the process, the Zips played 
eight true freshmen and yielded a school-record 
428 points. 

(About the nickname Zips. It originated in 


1925 when a female student tried on a $6 pair of 


rubber shoes called Zippers, made by the Akron- 
based BF Goodrich Company, and submitted the 
name during a nickname contest. Other unique 
nicknames considered were the Golden Blue 
Devils, the Tip Toppers, the Rubbernecks, the 
Hillbillies, the Kangaroos and the Cheveliers.) 

But we digress, Now back to football. How bad 
has it been for the football program located in the 
city known as “The Trucking Capital of the 
World”? In the last evo years, MAC rival Miami 
of Ohio has scored 50 points against Akron — all 
in the first half. 

Frighteningly, the situation doesn’t look sub- 
stantially better for 1996, 

“Hopefully, with more experience, a year in the 
weight room and the addition of some quality 
recruits, we can continue to move this program 
forward,” coach Lee Owens says as he enters his 
second season at the helm. “We were so young on 
defense, and experience means so much. Now 
that we have some experience, we have to develop 
depth, a physical presence and build some pride 
on defense.” 

At least Akron’s numbers are healthy. The Zips 
return 47 of 56 lettermen, including nine starters 
on offense and 10 on defense, plus the punter. 
The team will need the bodies as it faces a sched- 
ule that lists Big East co-champion Virginia Tech, 
MAC champ ‘Toledo and Big Ten strongboy Illi- 
nois in the second, third and fourth games, 
respectively. 

The only losses on offense were quarterback 
Matt Kaulig, who didn’t become the starter until 
late in the season, and wide receiver/return spe- 
cialist Lawhorn. 

Redshirt freshman Willie Spencer could win 
the starting quarterback job, although senior 
Mike Junko and junior Brian Magrell earned 
more starts than the departed Kaulig. 

Junko completed 52.7 percent of his 148 passes 
for 864 yards, five touchdowns and seven inter- 


ceptions. Magrell connected on 48.5 percent of 


his 103 tosses for 563 yards and four scores. 
Spencer, from high school power Massillon, was 
a first-team all-stater in 1994 as well as Northeast 
Ohio Inland Offensive Player of the Year. 

The running attack could be improved yet 
remain only modestly effective. Senior Tommy 
Dunn looks to be the starter at tailback. Junior 
fullback/tailback Terrel Dixon (463 yards on 143 
attempts for a 3.2 average and one touchdown) 


= 
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and sophomore tailback Greg Lomax (158 yards) 
will battle for starting positions. University of 
the Pacific transfer Yasin Reeder, a senior, will 
challenge at tailback. Junior Jamie Reader (230 
yards, 3.4 yards per carry, one score) returns as 
the starting fullback. 

Although Akron quarterbacks completed a 
school-record 162 passes last year, senior wide- 
outs Devon Scott (17 catches) and Matt Thiry 
(19), and sophomore Carl Whitt (eight) need to 
improve greatly. Reader is one of the MAC’s best 
pass-catching fullbacks, recording 20 receptions 
for 125 yards (6.3 yards per catch) and wo 
touchdowns last fall. 

Sophomore Bill Putney (six receptions) returns 
at tight end but might be unseated by junior 
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OFFENSE (9) 


WR 26 Devon Scott (Sr., 2); 87 Carl Whitt (So., 1) 
65 Brian Gabriesheski (Sr, 3); 64 Steve Hale (Fr., 0} 
78 Kevin Kuntz (So., 1); 70 Bill Hiktebrand (So., 1) 
70 Bill Hildebrand (So., 1) G7 Eric Ervin (Sr., 2) 
61 Andy Kittle (St, 3); 52 Charles Davy (Fr.. 0) 
73 Rick Scheiderer (So., 1); 60 Dan Wessman (Fr., 0) 
40 Bill Putney (So., 0); 85 Chad Zgonc Ur., 2) 
Matt Thiry (Sc, 3); 3 Devon Scott (Sr, 2) 

10 Mike Junto (Sr. 3); 1 Brian Magrell (Jr., 2) 

4> Tommy Dunn (Sr.,1): 27 Grog Lomax (So., 0) 
38 Jamie Reader (Jr, 2); 44 Terrel Dixon (Jr, 2) 
James Stidham (Jr., 0) 


BISsnzeess 


md 
~*~ 
ray 
o 


DEFENSE (10) 


Andy Wilson {So., 1); 94 Jeremy Maxa {So., 1) 
Joe Rumolo (Sr., 2); 63 Anthony Stimon (So., 1) 
Jamey Bennett (So., 1); 63 Antony Slimon (So., 1) 
Eric Anderson (Jr., 2); 50 Tarik West Ur, 1) 
Charles Bessey (Fr, 0); 45 Ahmad Peterson (So., 1) 
Patrick Powell (J. 2); 43 Eric Small (So., 4) 
Jason Taylor (Sr. 3); 41 Corey Christian (Jr,, 2) 
Jonathan Eaton (So., 1); 21 Jerome Cargile (So., 1) 
Bryan Coles (Sr., 3); 21 Jerome Cargiie (So., 1) 
George Germany (So., 1); 34 Andre McCray (So., 1) 
John Harpring (St., 3); 29 Julius Lancaster (Fr.. 0) 
Uoyd Kessler (Jr, 1) 
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Chad Zgone (eight). As with most other posi- 
tions on the team, Akron needs a more physical 
presence at tight end. 

Returning intact is a fairly experienced offen- 
sive line led by senior tackle Brian Gabriesheski 
and senior guard Andy Kittle. Sophomores Rick 
Scheiderer at tackle, Bill Hildebrand at center 
and Kevin Kuntz at guard will be the other start- 
ers. This is a group that clearly has some chemis- 
try but needs to improve its collective strength. 

The only loss on the defensive side of the ball 
came at an end position. The Zips recorded just 
12 sacks last year, led by sophomore tackle Jamey 
Bennett's five. No one else on the team tallied 
more than two, Returning with Bennett are sen- 
ior tackle Joe Rumolo and junior end Eric Ander- 
son. 

Senior Jason Taylor is far more advanced than 


“Hopefully, we can 
continue to move this 
program forward.” 
— Lee Owens 


the other linebackers — sophomore Ahmad 
Peterson, junior Patrick Powell and freshman 
Charles Bessey. 

Sophomore cornerback Jonathan Eaton played 
well as a freshman. The rest of the secondary 
includes sophomore strong safety George Ger- 
many, senior cornerback Bryan Coles and senior 
free safety John Harpring, brother of the Georgia 
Tech basketball star. 

Akron signed junior college transfer James 
Stidham to replace graduated placekicker Joszef 
Jakab. Junior punter Lloyd Kessler averaged 37.8 
yards. 

The departed Lawhorn paced the team by a 
significant margin in both kickoff and punt 
returns. Replacing him will not be an easy task. 

“We have a challenge in front of us,” under- 
states Owens. 

Of course, Owens faces numerous challenges as 
he tries to lead a program that has a far better tra- 
dition than its struggles of the past nine years or 
so might suggest. 

In 95 seasons of competition, starting in 1891, 
Akron has fashioned a very respectable 
417-379-36 record (52.7 percent). From 1961 
to 1971, the Zips registered 11 consecutive .500 
or better seasons. 

However, since becoming in 1987 a football 
member of Division I-A, Akron has struggled, 
amassing a mark of 38-58-3. School athletic 
officials were hopeful that joining the MAC 
(1992) would improve the Zips’ football for- 
tunes. But Akron’s records for those four seasons 
have been 7-3-1, 5-G, 1-10 and 2-9. 

As for this season, four wins are within reach 
and, if attained, would make for a successful cam- 
paign. With six road games, however, a two-win 
season appears more realistic. 
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Head Coach: 
1995 Record: 


Watson Brown 
5-6-0 


n the fall of 1989, UAB fielded its first club 

football team. 

Two years later, the Blazer program moved to 
NCAA Division III status. Two years later, UAB 
jumped to Division I-AA. Now, three years after 
the move to I-AA in 1993, UAB joins the 
NCAA's other 110 Division I-A football programs 
as an independent. 

The fast escalation reminds some of the quick- 
ness with which then-UAB basketball coach 
Gene Bartow, the school’s athletic director, cata- 
pulted the Blazers from the birth of the program in 
1978 to the NCAA Tournament Elite Eight in 
1982 to continued success in the 1990s. 

But this is football, a sport that is dominated in 
the state of Alabama by the University of 
Alabama and Auburn. Second-year Blazer coach 
Watson Brown knows his task is not an easy one 
but is optimistic. 

“I feel strongly about our potential,” says 
Brown, who replaced UAB football architect Jim 
Hilyer in January 1995. “We have a lot to sell 
football-wise, The fans and media have been very 
supportive,” 

Yes, these are exciting times in Birmingham. 

UAB, a vibrant, progressive urban university of 
16,000 students, is the state’s largest employer 
(15,000-plus employees) and has an annual bud- 
get of $1 billion. The university's medical school 
is one of the nation’s finest, while the depart- 
ments of psychology and anthropology are also 
well-respected. In 1992, U.S. News and World 
Report named UAB the “number one up-and- 
coming university in the country.” 

Athletically, UAB now competes in all sports 
except football in the high-profile Conference 
USA, one of America’s eight comprehensive 
equity leagues (as officially designated during last 
January's NCAA Convention). The school has a 
new mascot for its Blazers nickname (a fire- 
breathing dragon) and the name recognition (the 
Alabama-Birmingham designation is no longer 
used or needed) that has stemmed, in part, from 
Bartow’s success and C-USA membership. 

Unquestionably, Bartow deserves much credit 
for the rapid ascension of Blazer athletics. Under 
his leadership, UAB won the 1993-94 Commis- 
sioner's Cup, given to the school with the most 
successful overall athletic program, in the now- 
defunct Great Midwest Conference, of which the 
school was a charter member. However, many 
others, including UAB President J. Claude Ben- 
nett and faculty representative to C-USA Dr. 
Rose Scripa, have played significant roles in help- 
ing the school secure high-profile academic and 
athletic recognition. 

“The community response to what we've been 
doing with athletics, and particularly football, has 
been very good,” Bartow says. “We feel Watson 
has done a wonderful job.” 

Bartow stresses the importance of name recog- 
nition and how it can relate to the football pro- 
gram, specifically when compared to the 
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UAB Blazers» 


Crimson Tide program at the University of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa. 

“The use of UAB is part of our overall plan,” he 
notes. “For years, we have been encouraging the 
media to use it instead of Alabama-Birmingham, 
and for the most part they have responded well.” 

Now it is time to sce how well folks will 
respond to Division I-A Blazer football. 

To begin with, Brown and his staff signed (of 
25 players total) 11 offensive skill players last 
February. Some will be expected to contribute to 
a multifaceted offense that outgained foes in total 
yardage 336.2 yards to 297.8 last fall. 

Two young men will battle to oversee Brown's 
unpredictable offense, Part-time starting quarter- 
back Rodney Hudson, a senior who played in five 


chart | 


OFFENSE (5) 


Marcel Rachel! Ur, 1); Jake Vest {So., 1) 

Mark Reaves (Jr., 1); Brian Gunningham (Sz, 0} 
Dale Brown (So., 1); Brian Creel Ur. 2) 
Johnny Rea (Jt, 2); Josh Wisner (Sr., 2) 

Jody Coulter (Jr., 2); AJ. Johnson (Sr, 3) 
Jason Ray (Fr., 0); Anthony Reid Ur.. 2) 

Eric Nation (Sr.. 3); Dertick Colley (So.. 1) 
Kenny Causey (Sr.. 0); Alexander Adamson (Sr, 1) 
Rodney Hudson (Se, 1): Kevin Drake (Jr., 2) 
Keith Roland (Sr,, 1); Cari Sanders (Ur., 0} 
Mark Lynch (So., 1); Glenn Griggs (Jr. 2) 

Lee Miller (Jr., 1) 
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DEFENSE (6) 


Wallace Rutledge (Fr., Oj; Terrance Winborn (Fr., 0) 
Terry Smith (Jt, 2); Sterrick Morgan {So., 1) 
Isaih Owens (Se, 2); Curtis Jeter (So. 1) 
Michael Roberto (So., 1); Reginald King (So., 1) 
Brian Bozeman (So,, 1); Foruq Burns (Sr, 0) 
Kerry Frazier (Se, 1); Brent Turner (So., 1) 
Shawn Alexander (Jr, 2); Joey Roberto (Sr., 1) 
Omar Parker (So., 1); Anthony Blevins Ur. 1) 
Alan Willis (Jt., 2); Justin Craft (Sr. 2) 

tell Reese (J¢., 2); James Godfrey (Fr., 0) 
Dainon Sidney (r., 0); Johnny Flowers (Sr.. 0) 
Kevin Tatarek (St, 2) 
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games and hit 33-of-66 passes for 414 yards, was 
felled in Game 5, a 28-13 road loss to Middle 
Tennessee State, a future Division | participant. 
He was replaced by junior Kevin Drake (51-of- 
113, 691 yards, three touchdowns). Either is 
capable of directing the UAB offense. 

“I think Rodney will be the starter going into 
August,” Brown says. 

Behind either Hudson or Drake, senior Keith 
Roland (463 yards, 4.8 per carry) and sophomore 
Chris Daniels (449, 5.4) comprise a solid run- 
ning tandem, Sophomore Mark Lynch could 
emerge as a fine player. 

An untested trio of junior Marcel Rachel and 
senior Eric Nation, both converted cornerbacks, 
and senior Kenny Causey will be called upon in 
what will often be a four-receiver set (including 
Lynch). 

“I'm a four-wideout coach,” Brown says. 

When a tight end is used, he will be senior 
Lamar Lee (16 catches). 

On the offensive line, senior center Josh Wid- 
ner, an Il-game starter, is being pushed by 
junior Johnny Rea. Sophomore Dale Brown 
mans the left guard spot. Right guard Jody Coul- 
ter, a junior, could be joined by freshman Jason 
Ray at right tackle. Junior Mark Reaves is at left 
tackle. 

Defensively, senior Isaih Owens (43. tackles) 
and junior Terry Smith (32 stops) may anchor 
the Blazer front. Sophomores Curtis Jeter, 
Michael Roberto and Sterrick Morgan, and fresh- 
man Wallace Rutledge also should figure in. 

All three starting linebackers return, led by 
senior Kerry Frazier (a team-leading 91 stops, 
four sacks, six tackles for losses). The other two 
starters are junior Shawn Alexander and sopho- 
more Brian Bozeman. Seniors Jocy Roberto and 
Faruq Burns are battling for playing time. 

In the secondary, junior free safety Alan Willis 
(85 tackles) is dependable. The strong safety 
should be junior Izell Reese (70 tackles). Former 
receiver Omar Parker (sophomore) is now at one 
corner; junior Dainon Sidney mans the other. 

UAB lost both kickers. Junior Lee Miller 
should handle placements, while senior Kevin 
Tatarek will punt. Parker returned 12 kicks for a 
20.5-yard average. 

Perhaps the key to UAB's gridiron health is 
securing C-USA football membership. With it, 
the Blazers would have a chance to finish, say, 
9-2 and ina final Top 25 ranking. Without it, UAB 
football might be permanently relegated to second- 
or third-tier status, playing frequent brutal road 
games to make money and infrequent unattractive 
home games that will generate minimal fan interest. 

Media reports suggest C-USA will want UAB asa 
football participant by the year 2000. 

“Decisions of this type are made at the presi- 
dential level,” says Bartow, who hopes the Blazers 
can average 20,000 fans in seven home games this 
year. “The presidents of the schools in Confer- 
ence USA know we're hopeful.” 


ATHLON FooTsBaLtt 1996 


Head Coach: 
1995 Record (Big Sky): 
1996 Pick: 


Chris Tormey 
6-5-0 (5-2-0) 
6th Big West 


he precedent was set in 1992 when 
Nevada won the Big West Conference 
tide in its first season, 

Now the University of Idaho, a powerful pres- 
ence in Division I-AA football as a member of the 
Big Sky Conference, is making the leap to the I- 
A level and, in particular, to its new home within 
the Big West ranks. Most certainly it would like 
to see history repeat itself. 

“L think we can compete at this level,” says 
coach Chris Tormey, whose first Idaho team went 
6-4 during the 1995 regular season, then lost to 
top-ranked McNeese State 33-3 in the first 
round of the NCAA playoffs. “The style of play 
is similar, The passing attack is big. Everybody 
wants to throw the ball to beat you.” 

The Vandals open the new season with a 13- 
game home winning streak, a run that will be 
seriously challenged when Idaho plays its first Big 
West game ever — against, wouldn't you know, 
defending conference champion Nevada, who 
was undefeated in Big West play last year. 

Idaho football is not without its impressive 
past. Since the Dennis Erickson years (current 
head coach of the NFL's Seattle Seahawks), begin- 
ning in 1982, the Vandals have achieved a com- 
bined record of 119-50 (.704), have posted 14 
consecutive winning seasons and have made 11 
postseason appearances (NCAA Division I-AA 
playoffs). 

Idaho ended the 1995 regular season by win- 
ning five of its last six games — including a 
55-43 slugfest with eventual I-AA champion 
Montana — after a 1-3 start. The four regular- 
season setbacks were all by seven points or less. 

For their inaugural Division I-A campaign, the 
Vandals return 32 of 48 lettermen, including four 
starters on offense and six on defense. The punter 
also is back. 

Last season, Big Sky teams averaged 247 pass- 
ing yards a game to 252 for the Big West, Idaho 
averaged 235, but lost quarterback Eric Hisaw. 
For their Division I-A debut, however, they have 
a Division I-A quarterback, senior Ryan Fien, 
who transferred from UCLA where he started 
three times early last season. His final numbers 
were 36 completions in 63 attempts (57.1 per- 
cent) for 421 yards and a pair of touchdowns, He 
wasn't intercepted. 

‘Top rusher Lavoni Kidd graduated, but Idaho 
returns junior Joel Thomas and sophomore 
Jerome Thomas for its one-back set. They are not 
related, but each had a 100-yard game last year. 
Joel was the starting running back until he suf- 
fered a season-ending foot injury. Jerome came 
off the bench to rush for 122 yards in a road win 
at Northern lowa. 

Idaho has long been known for its smurf-like 
wide receivers, and senior starter David Griffin 
returns. The rest of the widcouts are bigger than 
usual, and sophomore Robert Scott, who caught 
29 passes for 477 yards and six touchdowns in his 
first season as a wide receiver, could emerge as a 
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star, He also could play some quarterback, having 
thrown for 232 yards and two touchdowns in a 
junior varsity contest last fall. 

The Vandals have added junior college trans- 
fers Antonio Wilson and Jerome Allen, and jun- 
ior Deon Price, who transferred when the 
University of the Pacific dropped football. The 
tight end spot features reliable senior starter Andy 
Gilroy (6-1, 219). 

Idaho must replace four of the five interior 
offensive linemen, returning only senior guard 
Richard Zenk (6-5, 274). His wwin brother, Ste- 
ven (6-5, 273, senior), is a top candidate for a 
tackle spot, along with junior Crosby Tajan (6-5, 
264). 

Junior Dan Zeamer (6-2, 276) has moved 
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OFFENSE (4) 


Crosby Tajan (Jr, 1) 

Richard Zenk (St, 3); 78 Jason Stark (So., 0) 
Bill Verdonk (Jr., 1); 67 Nathan Lundquist (Fr., 0) 
‘Dan Zeamer (Sr., 3); 79 Matthew Yonan (ir. 0} 
Steven Zenk (S¢., 2): 77 Ryan Mook Ur., 0} 
Andy Gilroy (St., 3); 84 Jeff Pankratz (So., 1) 
Chad Berry (r,, 2); 26 Yom Gamelin (Sr., 0) 
David Griffin (S¢., 3); 21 Ryan Prestimonico (Fr.. 0} 
Robert Scott (So., 1); 17 Deon Price Lic, 0} 
Ryan Fien (Sr,, 0); 16 Darick Pope (Fr., 0) 

Joel Thomas (Jr., 2), 32 Jerome Thomas (So., 1) 
Justin Spiva (So.. 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


Ryan Phillips (Sr., 3); 90 Robert Mukier (Sr. 1) 
Tim Wilson (Je, 2); 87 Garner Moody (r., 2) 
Ryan Smith (Sr, 2); 94 John LaJeunesse (r., 2) 
Barry Mitchell (S¢., 3); 83 Matt Kramer (Fr., 0) 
Whitney Mayer Ur., 1); 7 Jevez Robinson (Fr, 0) 
Jason Shelt (Sr., 3); 44 Ryan Skinner (So.. 1) 
John Harpet (Ur., 2); 37 Nick Alexokos (Fr., 0) 
Yaphet Warren (So., 1); 14 Ryan McGinnis (Jr. 0) 
Amold Gunn (Jr, 2) 

Bryson Gardiner (Fr., 0) 

Antoine Chambers (Sr, 1); 42 Kevin Hill (So., 1) 
Justin Spiva (So., 1) 
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from the defensive line to offensive guard. Ju- 
nior Bill Verdonk (6-3, 269), who played on the 
defensive line as a freshman at Kentucky in 
1994, was a backup offensive lineman at Idaho 
last year and is this year’s probable starting cen- 
ter. Junior college transfers Ryan Meek (6-4, 
279) and Matthew Yonan (6-4, 262) could hold 
the key to the success of the unit. 

“The offensive line is an area where we need to 
identify some starters,” reiterates Tormey. “We've 
got a number of quality candidates.” 

Tormey’s tinkering with the Vandals defense in 
1995 should be a big carryover into the '96 sea- 
son, Idaho gave up 20 or more points just four 
times, the lowest figure since 1971, and the 
opposition averaged only 17.6 points a game, If 
defense begins upfront, the Vandals are off to a 
good start since all four starters return to the 
defensive line. 


“I think we can compete 
at this level. . . Everybody 
wants to throw the bali to 

beat you.” 
— Coach Chris Tormey 


Tormey calls seniors Ryan Phillips (6-4, 253) 
and Barry Mitchell (6-3, 243) “as good a pair of 
defensive ends as anybody has in the Big West.” 
They are joined by junior tackles Tim Wilson 
(6-0, 243) and Ryan Smith (6-4, 243). 

Idaho lost first-team all-conference pick Dave 
Longoria and second-teamer Avery Slaughter at 
the outside linebacker spots. Senior Jason Shelt 
(6-0, 230), a three-year starter, returns in the 
middle. He was the second-leading tackler a year 
ago with 71 stops and is fourth on the career lad- 
der of all-time Idaho tacklers (333). But Tormey 
notes, “Our ability to replace (Slaughter and 
Longoria) will have a lot to do with whether we're 
as good as we were a year ago.” 

The top candidates to fill the outside vacancies 
include juniors Whitney Mayer (5-11, 206) and 
John Harper (6-2, 213), bur keep an eye on red- 
shirt freshmen Jevez Robinson (6-2, 191) and 
Nick Alexakos (6-3, 208). 

The 1995 secondary was much improved and a 
key reason Idaho went from allowing 322 passing 
yards a game in 1994 to giving up 210 per game 
last season, Returning starters are senior corner- 
back Tommy James and senior strong safety 
Antoine Chambers, Also returning is junior cor- 
nerback Arnold Gunn, who was a starter at the 
beginning of the season before injuring a shoul- 
der. “Arnold,” says Tormey, “is a proven player. 
He just has to stay healthy.” 

Sophomore Justin Spiva ranked 12th nation- 
ally (I-AA) in punting with a 40.3-yard average. 
This year, he assumes the placekicking duties as 
well, with the departure of Ryan Woolverton. 

Wide receiver Griffin ranked second in the Big 
Sky last year with a 7,5-yard punt recurn average. 
All the kickoff returners are gone. 
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Introductory Offer! Sports Illustrated’ now offers inside access to high performance 
athletic gear not easily found at retail stores. It's all in our own catalog. To introduce you to our 
great selection of merchandise from all of your favorite sports, we have a very special offer... 

a college game or replica football jersey at savings of $15 to $40 off the regular price! 
Order one—you'll become an SI Insider and receive our ‘upcoming catalogs automatically. 
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Price $44.95 
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jersey. > 
These replica jerseys , 
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nylon mesh. Some jerseys in 
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Game jersey. 

From Russell, of 100% nylon 
mesh in the precise weight 
and weave the team 
members wear, our game 
jersey has extra-deep 
armholes, extra-long body, 
details like tackle twill 
lettering and direct 
embroidered logos. See team 
list below. Made in USA 
Sizes 44L/48XL/52XNI1 
ACFB010 College Game 
Jersey. 
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All items are shieped express delivery. In-stock items 
paid by credit card arrive in just 3 business days. 


Residents of CA, CT, DC, FL, GA, IL, MA, MI, NJ, NY, PA, TX Florida State Nebraska 
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Add shipping and handling charges to each order as follows 

Up to $25.00, add $4.95 $25.01-50.00, add $5.95 WE HAVE 

$50.01-100.00, add $7.95 $101,01-150.00, add $10.95 YOUR TEAM 


$150.01-200.00, add $12.95 Over $200.00, add $14.95 
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Division I-AA preview 


Chad Pennington, Marshall 


Marshall Gets 
Last Shot at Title 
Before I-A Jump 


i RICK BAILEY 
exington Herald-Leader 


hroniclers of NCAA Division I-AA football began writing about Youngstown State and Mar- 
“shall beginning with the 1991 championship game. 
The teams’ destinies became intertwined as they formed a twin dynasty in the "90s, 

They faced off in three consecutive title games, with Youngstown winning twice. The Penguins won 
it all in 1994 after Marshall lost in the playoff semifinals to Boise State. The Thundering Herd reached 
the title game in "95, losing to Montana. And in the postseason, after enduring an unexpected 3-8 
campaign, Youngstown coach Jim Tressel was linked briefly to the coaching job at Marshall. 

So here they are again, Marshall the No. 1 pick, and Youngstown ready to return to the playoffs. But 
this will be the last time. At least in Division I-AA. 

After years of planning and anticipation, Marshall will make the jump to Division I-A and join the 
Mid-American Conference in 1997. Youngstown will stay at the I-AA level for now. 

But who would dare to say these two wont get together, their fans forming a sea of green and red at 
Marshall Stadium, to decide the "96 championship on Dec. 21? 

Record-setting running back Chris Parker is gone at Marshall, but Southern Conference Freshman 
of the Year Chad Pennington returns at quarterback. Best of all for the Thundering Herd (12-3) is 
that most of the 1995 defense also will be on hand. 

What's new is the coach, Bob Pruett, former defensive coordinator at Florida who succeeded Jim 
Donnan, now head coach at Georgia, Pruett has installed a new offense, and his first task is replacing 
Parker, the Southern’s career rushing leader. Senior Erik Thomas, junior Olandis Gary and sophomore 
Doug Chapman are leading candidates. 

As a rookie last season, Pennington passed for 2,445 yards and 15 touchdowns in leading the Herd 
to the title game after a one-year absence. 

Junior tight end Jermaine Wiggins (58 receptions) and senior wideout Tim Martin (54 catches) 
return. Seniors Aaron Ferguson (6-3, 280) and Jamie Wilson (6-7, 285) are bulwarks on the offen- 
sive line. 

All-American Billy Lyon (6-5, 290, senior) will be a major force at defensive tackle. Junior end B,J. 
Cohen (6-3, 240) won All-Southern honors. 

Youngstown, decimated by the loss of key personnel in critical positions, dropped its 1995 opener 
to nearby rival Kent on the next-to-last play, faced several I-AA powers early and wound up with a 1-5 
start, But young players gained experience, and Tressel is anxious to see how they perform this fall. 
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Star quarterback Mark Brungard has departed, 
leaving several candidates for the job. Junior 
Demond Tidwell has served as an understudy and 
has the most training of the Penguin returnees 
and newcomers. 

Sophomores Jake Andreadis and Brian Cottom 
got valuable experience in the backfield last sea- 
son. ‘Tackles Jim Jones (6-4, 260, senior), a 
defender for two years, and Matt Hogg (6-5, 
270, junior) anchor the offensive front. 

Middle guard Andre Jethroe (6-1, 240), a four- 
year starter, “has been as influential on defense as 
anyone,” Tressel says. 

Several other teams will have their say about who 
winds up in Huntington, W.Va., for the title game. 

Defending I-AA champion Montana (13-2) 
won a tense battle with Marshall 22-20 for the 
national title after outscoring three playoff foes 
163-14 behind Walter Payton Award-winning 
quarterback Dave Dickenson. 

“T think itll be an awfully good team,” said 
Don Read, ex-Grizzlies coach, before retiring in 
mid-April. Read was replaced by Michael Den- 
nehy, who was promoted from offensive coordi- 
nator, Dennehy was bequeathed 18 starters from 
last year's championship team, but one of them is 
not Dickenson who graduated. 

Junior Josh Paffhausen and sophomore Brian 
Ah Yar usually shared time at quarterback in the 
fourth quarter and part of the third period. 

Most of Montana's defense returns. Senior mid- 
dle linebacker Jason Crebo ranks with the best 
linebackers the Grizzlies have ever had. 

Northern Arizona (7—4) and Weber State (6-5) 
will offer the main challenge to Montana in the 
Big Sky Conference. ‘Traditional powers Idaho 
and Boise State have jumped to Division I-A 
replaced by Division II threat Portland State, Cal 
State Sacramento and Cal State Northridge. 

Appalachian State (12-1) will challenge Mar- 
shall for conference supremacy as it attempts to 
remain a power in I-AA. The Mountaineers won 
the Southern Conference with a perfect regular 
season, then lost to Stephen F. Austin in the quar- 
terfinals. Sixteen starters return. 

Appalachian State middle linebacker Dexter 
Coakley will try to carn a second Division I-AA 
Defensive Player of the Year award. A two-time 
All-American, he “can run with almost any back,” 
coach Jerry Moore says. “He has a nose for the 
football, Great linebackers are that way.” Senior 
linebacker Koe DiBernardo has been All-South- 
etn for ovo years. 

The always tough Southland Conference has 
become even more rugged with the addition of 
‘Troy State this fall and Jacksonville State in "97. 
In fact, it’s now known as the Southland Football 
League. 

Defending champion McNeese State (13-1), 
No. | in the final regular-season Sports Network 
poll, lost to Marshall in the semifinals and was hit 
hard by graduation, especially since quarterback 
Kerry Joseph departed. 
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Tim Leger was the backup as a true freshman 
last fall. He has impressed coach Bobby Keasler 
with his maturity and leadership. 

Redshirt freshman Earl Bynum and LSU trans- 
fer Derrick Beavers, a junior, will be the Cow- 
boys’ running backs. Sophomore tackle Reggie 
Nelson (6-4, 310) anchors the offensive line. 

On defense, senior tackle Tyrone Smith (6-2, 
275) has the only experience up front. Senior free 
safery Zack Bronson has been All-Southland 
three years and was an All-American in "95, 

Stephen F. Austin (11-2) lost only to McNeese 
State and Montana, and the junior-dominated 


starters on defense, 


Lumberjacks return 12 
including two from 1994. 

Six starters return on offense, including junior 
running back Dameian Vallery, a transfer from 


Division I-AA preview 


Alabama who gained 984 yards last year as a part- 
time starter while Leonard Harris was injured. 

Mike Quinn has been the Lumberjacks’ backup 
quarterback for three years. “I think he'll be the 
surprise player in I-AA,” says coach John Pearce. 
“He was fifth in Southland passing last season and 
wasn't even our starter.” 

Troy State (11-1) went undefeated in its last 
year as a ]-AA independent before losing to Geor- 
gia Southern in the first round of the playoffs. 
Coach Larry Blakency’s Trojans lost seven starters 
on offense. Stan Davis, a fifth-year senior, will be 
the quarterback. 

Murray State (11-1) of the Ohio Valley Con- 
ference turned the division upside down with its 
remarkable season after years of futility, It didn’t 
take coach Houston Nutt long to get the Racers 


Wood 


6 


back on track after a 2-9 campaign in ’92 before 
leading them to an undefeated regular season. 

All-America tailback Derrick Cullors has 
departed, but senior quarterback Mike Cherry 
returns, 

“Mike did a great job leading our team,” Nutt 
says. “He's very smart.” 

Senior tailback Dave McCann leads a strong 
stable of runners, including Tim Scarborough, 


Tony Turner and Steve Cheirs, and a couple of 


transfers. Nutt points ouc that Cullors, from 
Texas A&M, wasn’t signed until June 1, 1995. 
“And this is probably the strongest offensive line 
we've had,” Nutt says. 

Eastern Kentucky (9-3) lost 19 seniors. Greg 
Couch, who started as a redshirt freshman but 
lost out to I-A transfers John Sacca and Tommy 
Luginbill, should be the quarterback in his senior 
year. 

A. solid linebacking corps of senior Tony 
McCombs and juniors Britt Bowen and Victor 
Hyland anchors the Eastern Kentucky defense. 
Kidd, whose teams have made 16 appearances in 
the 18 years of 
the playoffs, has 
recruited speed 
in the secondary. 

Delaware, 
defending Yan- 
kee Conference 
champions, 
Walter 
Award 


returns 

Payton 

candidate Leo 
Hamlett, a 
senior who, as 
conference 
Offensive Player 
of the Year, 
threw for 2,086 
and 16 


touchdowns, 


yards 


and ran for 756 


yards and 10 
scores. 
“He's quite 


capable of doing 
it all,” 
Tubby Raymond 


coach 


says. “Look at his 
numbers,” 

The Blue Hens (11-2) also return running 
back Norman Coleman, a senior, and wide 
receiver Courtney Batts, a junior. Senior tackle 
Chris Kumpon (6-4, 283) and senior guard Lynn 
Pyne (6-2, 253) anchor the offensive front. 

William and Mary will challenge Delaware. 
The Tribe (7—4) loses its two best runners, burt 
most of the top players return on defense. Defen- 
sive Player of the Year Jason Miller is gone, but 
senior linebacker Stefon Moody and Yankee Con- 
ference interception leader Darren Sharper, a 
senior free safety, are back. 

Rookie of the Year Tory Taylor, second in Yan- 
kee rushing, figures to help Connecticut (8-3) 
contend again this fall. Junior Brad Keatley, the 
Huskies’ leading tackler, also returns. 

Rhode Island, picked last, went unbeaten in the 


New England Division en route to a 7-4 record. 
Senior quarterback Chris Hixon, All-Yankee 
third team, is back. So is senior Cy Butler, a third- 
team wide receiver bur first-team return specialist 
with three punt returns for touchowns, 

The Yankee Conference had five teams in the 
final regular-season Top 25, but only two, 
Delaware and James Madison, made the playoffs. 
That could change. 

Northern lowa (8—5) won its sixth consecutive 
Gateway Conference crown, sharing the tide with 
Eastern Illinois (10-2), which has moved on to 
the Ohio Valley Conference. 

Coach Terry Allen’s Panthers lose quarterback 
Chris Berg from last fall’s playoff quarterfinalist 
squad but returns three of its cop four rushers: 
senior Jeff Stovall, sophomore Lance Hall and 
junior James Porter. Junior tackle Chris Clapp 
(6-4, 256) is the top returnee on the offensive 
front. 

On defense, the Northern lowa secondary 
returns along with three of four linebackers but 
only one lineman. Senior linebackers Danny 
Spann and Tim 
Miller and sopho- 
more cornerback 
Tyree Talton are 
the top Panther 
defenders. 

Southwest 
Missouri — State 
(4-7) and Illinois 
State (5-6) could 
offer the most 
serious challenges 
to Northern lowa 
in the Gateway 
Conference. 
Southern Illinois 
improved from 
1-10 to 5-6 last 
fall. 


Florida A&M 
(9-3) was a 
team 


young 
when it won the 
Mid-Eastern 


Athletic Confer- 
ence last year. 
The Rattlers 
return senior 


quarterback Damian Slaughter, an All-MEAC 
honorable mention. 

The Ivy League almost had a four-way tie for 
the title last fall, but Princeton (8-1-1) won the 
crown outright in the final owo seconds of the sea- 
son. The Tigers could repeat with senior running 
back Mare Washington leading the way. All-Ivy 
quarterback Jason McCullough, a junior, will lead 
Brown (5-5), which returns seven defensive 
Starters. 

Bucknell (7—4) and Lehigh (8-3) will contend 
for the Patriot League crown. Bucknell senior 
tailback Rich Lemon could become the first 
Division I-AA runner to exceed 1,000 yards in 
four consecutive seasons. The Patriot League 
hopes to be represented in the I-AA playoffs this 
fall. FA 


ay 


. Marshall 


. Delaware 
. Murray State 


Montana 


. McNeese State 


Appalachian State 


Stephen F. Austin 


Northern lowa 


o Oo N OO Oo BP WwW ND 


William and Mary 


10. Rhode Island 


11. Southern 


12. Eastern Kentucky 


13. Youngstown State 


14. Troy State 


15. Georgia Southern 


16. Northern Arizona 


17. Florida A&M 
18. Middle Tennessee 
19. Grambling 


20. 


Southwest Missouri 
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obby Wallace learned a few years ago how 
to alleviate pressure on his North Ala- 
bama Lions. 

“Wetalk about being the best we can be, 
whether we're national champions or not,” the 
coach says. “The players believe in that now and 
they're not hard to motivate.” 

And Division II national titles keep piling up 
year after year. 

This fall, North Alabama will attempt what no 
NCAA scholarship football team has done, at 
least since 1936 — win four consecutive national 
championships. 

“We lost some good players but we have a lot 
coming back,” Wallace says. His Lions enter the 
season on a roll: 41 straight victories against Divi- 
sion II schools. They're the only school at any 
level to win 40 games (41-1) in three years. 

The quarterback will be new, probably either 
Charles Hogan or Demetrea Shelton, both jun- 
iors, Leading rusher A.J. Lamar, a senior fullback, 
and senior tailback Jermaine Roberts return along 
with senior receiver Michael Edwards. 

“And the offensive line is bigger and stronger 
than it’s ever been,” Wallace says. 

North Alabama lost its three linebackers, 
including Harlon Hill Trophy winner Ronald 
McKinnon, the firse defensive standout to earn 
Division IL Player of the Year in the 10-year his- 
tory of the award. 

Senior Kenny Loftin, the Lions’ leading tackler 
in 1991 who left school, played well after return- 
ing last year. Michael Moncrief, a junior college 
transfer, is expected to be the middle linebacker. 
Senior cornerback Gerald Smith leads four start- 
ers from the 1995 secondary. Junior Reginald 
Ruffin (5-11, 230) and senior Tony Middle- 
brooks (6-1, 280) anchor the defensive line. 

“Last year’s team never got complacent and 
improved as the season went on,” Wallace says. “I 
think this group can do the same thing. Once you 
start. winning and building the tradition, the 
expectations keep you ata certain level.” 

Other Division II schools have great expecta- 
tions of knocking North Alabama off the throne. 
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will 


Texas A&XM-Kingsville (11-2) take 
another shot at the Lions after losing in overtime 
to Pittsburg (Kan.) State in last year’s playoff sem- 
ifinals. 

“We'll be a better team,” 
Harms says, despite 
offensive line, at receiver and in the linebacking 


Javelinas coach Ron 
significant losses on the 


corps. He is confident replacements will play well. 

Junior Oktay Basci was the new Kingsville 
quarterback last fall, and he was voted All-Lone 
Star Conference. Junior Othall Robinson and 
junior college transfer Ricky Stacey will compete 
for the job. Seniors Larry Young and Norman 
Miller lead a deep contingent at running back. 

Harms expects the Javelinas’ defensive front to 
be better, thanks to junior David Alsip (6-3, 
255), who can play anywhere on the line, accord- 
ing to the coach. Kingsville also will be strong in 
the secondary and at outside linebacker. 

Pittsburg State (121-1) was wounced by North 
Alabama 27-7 in last year’s Division II Champi- 
onship Game. Chuck Broy les (69-8-2 at his alma 
mater) figures his ¢ iorillas again will be a power. 

Pittsburg State lost quarterback Jeff Moreland, 
three-time All-America safety Chris Brown, its 
top pair of running backs and two inside line- 
backers. 

But senior offensive tackle Bob Goltra, a trans- 
fer from Kansas, returns to anchor the line and 
help protect the quarterback candidates, junior 
J.J. Dalton and sophomore Zack Sicgrest. 

The defensive front is experienced and led by 
senior end Anthony Randle (6-2, 255). Sopho- 
mores Chad Webb (6-0, 265) and Ben Peterson 
(6-1, 255) played quite a bit as rookies. 

Fifteen starters return to coach Tony Sparano at 
New Haven (10-I-1), which has been unde- 
feated in three of the last four regular seasons. 
“Broadening our recruiting base (as far as the 
West Coast) has helped,” 

Senior quarterback Jesse Showerda returns after 


he says. 


throwing 22 touchdown passes. Receivers Aaron 
Gagnon (junior) and ‘Tyrone Seabrooks (senior) 
are the main targets. 

“The nice thing is that we return our entire 


offensive line,” Sparano says. “They average 6-3 
and 290 pounds.” 

The Chargers also return their defensive front, 
including junior end Chris Powanda (6-2, 215, 
4.5 sacks) and senior tackle Rob Hubbell (6 
280, 6.5 sacks). Senior linebacker Brian Oliver 
should be All-America candidate, 
according to his coach. Junior linebacker Shane 
MeNeeley made 98 tackles last fall. 

North Dakota State (10-3) figures to remain a 
playoff fixture under coach Rocky Hager. 

The Bison will return a backfield led by sopho- 
more quarterback Kevin Feeney and sophomore 
tailback Reggie Scott, the first freshman in school 
history to surpass 1,000 rushing yards, 


preseason 


Seven starters return on defense. Junior free 


safety Mikel Kallenbach does the “quarterback- 
ing” on defense and makes a lot of plays, accord- 
ing to Hager. Junior linebacker Sean Fredericks 
and senior end Kris Kortuem (6-4, 260) are 
standouts. 


DIVISION Ii 
Predicted 
Order of Finish 


1. North Alabama 

2. Texas A&M-Kingsville 
3. Pittsburg (Kan.) State 
4. New Haven 

Fort Hays (Kan.) State 
North Dakota State 
Indiana (Pa.) 

Valdosta State 
Edinboro 


10. East Texas State 
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irtual reality in NCAA Division IIL is this: 

‘To win the national championship you 

must beat Mount Union. When Wiscon- 
sin-La Crosse met the Purple Raiders in last year's 
playoff semifinals, the Eagles won 20-17. 

A week later, Wisconsin-La Crosse defeated 
Rowan, N.J., 36-7 for its second Division III 
crown in four years. 

Eagles coach Roger Harring credits a physical 
and deep defense for the championship, along 
with quarterback Craig Kusick. Nine: starters 
return on defense this fall, but Kusick will be in 
an NFL. camp, Harring says, as the Eagles try to 
repeat, 

The La Crosse quarterback will come from 
among sophomore Mike Scheurer, senior Ryan 
Antony or junior Jeff Baker. Junior running back 
John Barrett will be the “go-to guy,” Harring says. 
Academic All-American Troy Harcey is the main 
target at wide receiver. Senior guard Erik Halver- 
son (6-2, 310) and center Chris Schultz (5-11, 
280) anchor the offensive line. 

Senior linebacker Mike Maslowski (6-3, 245) 
isan All-America candidate, and senior Mike Ivey 
(6-6, 275) leads a huge defensive line, 

“We have enough ability to be there (in the 
playoffs) again,” Harring says. 

But Mount Union figures to be waiting along 
the way. The Purple Raiders have the best win- 
ning percentage in college football in the 1990s: 
66-6-1 (91,1 percent). They have made seven 
playoff appearances since 1985, winning it all in 
"93 and losing to the eventual champion the other 
six times. 

“We return a good group of players,” Mount 
Union coach Larry Kehres says, “but if you have 
one loss, you're not a good bet to make the play- 
offs.” 

Mount Union (12-1) is stocked with returning 
starters, Junior quarterback Bill Borchert is back. 
“He's an accurate passer and led the division in 
passing efficiency,” Kehres says. “He keeps 
turnovers fo a minimum and is a good leader.” 

Senior tackle Josh Weber (6-3, 230) leads four 
returning offensive linemen and two tight ends, 
Senior Eric Brock and juniors Steve Evans and 


Road to Title 
Runs Through 
Mount Union 


Mark Lantos, the top runners, also return, Senior 
cornerback Sean Moore and an intact linebacking 
corps anchor the defense. 

“We could be in the hunt again,” says Rowan 
coach K.C. Keeler of his 1995 finalists (10-31), 
who made their second tip to the ttle game in 
three years. “Two things happen after that kind of 
season. The players think the next year automat- 
ically will be the same or they realize how special 
it was and work hard to do it again.” 

Junior quarterback Greg Lister returns along 
with four tailbacks and two fullbacks, including 
senior fullback Aaron Bosco. Senior center Mare 
DiBartolomeo (5-11, 265) leads three returning 
starters on the offensive front. 

Keeler thinks junior tackle Jose Gonzalez (6-0, 
320) is “the best defensive lineman in the coun- 
try. Most people try to tackle him because they 
cant block him. He is so quick off the ball.” 
Senior Andrew Hyde will be a four-year starter at 
outside linebacker. The Profs’ secondary also 
returns. 

Washington & Jefferson (10-1) graduated 23 
seniors, but coach John Luckhardt expects the 
Presidents to be competitive because several skill 
players return, 

Senior quarterback Jason Baer holds a multi- 
tude of school records. He also may be in medical 
school this fall. If so, sophomore Brad O'Malley, 
a transfer from Penn State, will step in after a 
backup role last season. 

The Presidents also are deep in the backfield 
with their top five runners returning, including 
senior Jake Williams and sophomore Jason Barr. 

Washington & Jefferson, which has made the 
playoffs 10 times under Luckhardt, including 
every year in the ’90s, returns five of its front 
seven on defense. Senior Dan Primrose (6-1, 
274) should be a preseason All-America nose 
tackle, his coach says. 

The Presidents open against "95 playoff partic- 
ipants Emory & Henry and Buffalo State, Senior 
quarterback Neal Weidman already has obliter- 
ated the passing section in Ithaca’s record book, 
and the Bombers (5-4) should get back in the 
playoff hunt. 


Wittenberg (10-1) returns senior quarterback 
Mike Donnelly, third in passing efficiency in the 
division, while senior quarterback Lon Erickson 
will again guide Illinois Wesleyan (6-3). The 
Titans dropped their first two games last fall and 
fell from playoff contention. 

Augustana (6-3) lost all-time leading rusher 
Scott Tumilty, but junior wingback Thomas Cole 
is ready to step in for the Vikings. Junior defen- 
sive back Chris Timmons is an all-conference 
returnee. 

Central Towa (10-1) gave coach Ron Schipper 
a 12th trip to the playoffs, Schipper graduated 32 
seniors but welcomes back Mark Kacmarynski. A 
preseason Player of the Year candidate last fall, 
the senior tailback broke his leg in the third 
game. He has gained more than 4,000 yards in 
his career. 

Albion, the "94 champion, returns 15 starters 
from an 8-1 team. The Britons will be strong at 
linebacker and in the secondary, and talented in 
the offensive backfield and receiving corps. Senior 
free safety David Lefere is a two-time All-Ameri- 
can with 19 career interceptions. 


. Mount Union 


. Wisconsin-La Crosse 
Washington & Jefferson 
. Rowan 
Wisconsin-River Falls 
. Wittenberg 

. Central (lowa) 

Emory & Henry 

. Buffalo State 


Albion 
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extrapoints 


by TIM KEOWN 


San Francisco Chronicle 
It started with a wild prediction that came 
true, and it ended with a previously unthink- 


able trip to the Rose Bowl. In between, the 


Northwestern Wildcats became the story of 


the year in college football. 


The Wildcats’ surge to a 10-1 regular season and their first Rose Bowl appearance 
since 1949 obscured everything else in college football in 1995. It was a welcome and 
wholly unexpected intrusion onto the national scene, especially when the major story 
to come out of the camp of Nebraska, the two-time national champions, concerned a 
tailback, a former girlfriend and three flights of stairs. 


The unexpected part was the best part. In August, Sports Illustrated rated Northwest- 
ern as the 79th best team in the country. Assessing the Wildcats, S/ wrote, “Ominous 
sign: Wildcats’ best player is punter Paul Burton.” 


In the weeks leading up to the Rose Bowl, the university's voice-mail system broke 
under the weight of ticket requests. The campus bookstore had to install new cash reg- 
isters to keep up with the demand for purple paraphernalia. 


And coach Gary Barnett, who had never had a winning record as a head coach, used 
his self-deprecating sense of humor to become a national figure. 


“We're living proof that history does eventually repeat itself,” he said. 


Before the Wildcats’ season-opening win at Notre Dame, Barnett stood in front of his 
players and made this now-famous request/prediction: “Don't carry me across the field 
when we win.” 


Barnett would later downplay that quote, saying the statement was a reference to his 
fear of heights. 


By fall's end, nobody would have believed him. 


It was indeed an unusual season. To illustrate that, more strange, novel and memo- 
rable happenings follow. 
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worst performance in a rout 

On the final play of the Grambling-Prairie 
View game on Sept. 30, Grambling’s Chiron 
Applewhite scored a two-point conversion on a 
fake kick. Applewhite decided to take it upon 
himself to finish the game with a flourish. 

The conversion meant Grambling won the 
game against a team that has lost 57 straight, 
64-0, 


best performance by a coach 

Michigan, leading 23-13, had the ball at the 
Boston College 3-yard line with seconds left 
when Wolverine coach Lloyd Carr ordered quar- 
terback Brian Griese to fall on the ball. 

Michigan could have enhanced its standing in 
the polls with a meaningless touchdown, but Carr 
defended his sportsmanship by saying lopsided 
scores in college football have become “sickening” 
and “an indictment to our profession.” 


throwing good money after BAD 

Heisman hype reached new levels last year, as it 
scems to do every year. 

One of the more aggressive — and ultimately 
unsuccessful — campaigns was run out of Col- 
lege Station, Texas, where the folks at Texas A&M 
pulled out all the stops for running back Leeland 
McElroy. 

The university printed up 20,000 McElroy 
postcards and produced 250 McElroy videotapes 
for distribution to the 921 Heisman voters. And, 
in what might be a first, the school set up a McEl- 
roy home page on the Internet. 

In Minnesota, they spent $10,000 to publicize 
running back Chris Darkins. They sent out 
“Hype Cards” to 1,700 coaches and media mem- 
bers with the inscription, “No matter how hard 
you slam Chris Darkins, he always lands right 
side up.” 

This year, expect the hype to center around 
quarterbacks Peyton Manning of Tennessee and 


Danny Wuerffel of Florida. 


lose some, win some 


Texas A&M sports information director Alan 
Cannon is a hero in some circles of college foot- 
ball. Cannon, more than anything, proved that it 
is possible to blur the line between success and 
failure. 

It was Cannon who blitzed the nation with the 
aforementioned campaign to get tailback Leeland 
McElroy the Heisman Trophy, And while McEI- 
roy didn’t win, Cannon did. 

Cannon won the Hypesman Award, given 
annually since 1990 by the Dead Sports Informa- 
tion Directors Society. Although he sent out the 
‘Lectric Leeland postcards and the highlight 
videos, the move that sent Cannon over the top 
was the McElroy home page on the World Wide 
Web. 

As you might have guessed, Cannon was the 
unanimous winner, the first unanimous winner in 
Hypesman history. 

As one Hypesman voter said, “Cannon made a 
wrong turn on the [nformation Super Highway 
and ended up in a cul-de-sac.” 


one reason to keep your social 
security number to yourself 

The most embarrassing event of the season 
occurred at the University of Texas, which found 
out one of its special teams players wasn't who the 
Longhorns thought he was. 

Ron Weaver, a 30-year-old former defensive 
back at Sacramento State University, became 23- 
year-old Ron McKelvey with the help of the 
Social Security number of an acquaintance from 
Salinas, Calif. 

Weaver used his new identity to play wo years 
at Los Angeles’ Pierce Junior College and then 
one more at Texas. 

“My lifelong dream was to play football and | 
wanted it to last forever,” Weaver said after his 
identity was revealed. 


padding the schedule, 
padding the stats 


In Colorado's 66-14 win over Northeast 
Louisiana, quarterback Koy Detmer threw for 
426 yards in just slightly more than two quarters. 


is earaegce.c havi 


Coaches often find themselves backed into a 
corner by unsolicited advice/criticism from local 
newspaper writers. And, like most coaches, 
UNLV coach Jeff Horton responded by telling 
the writers what most coaches tell writers: They 
arent in a position to critique because they never 
played the game. 

The UNLV media guide described Horton as 
being a three-year letterman as a wide receiver at 
Arkansas. That sounds good, but the Arkansas 
sports information department said it wasn’t true, 

Faced with the evidence, Horton said, “I never 
lettered. | walked on and was on the junior var- 
sity team most of the time. What little action | 
saw was very limited. | tore up my knee in prac- 
tice. OK, we'll take out the part in the media 
guide about being a letter-winner.” 


best single-game performances 

* Kentucky running back Moe Williams had 429 

all-purpose yards (299 rushing, 57 receiving 

and 73 on kick returns) in a 35-30 win over 

South Carolina. 

Texas ‘Tech linebacker Zach Thomas made 13 

tackles, recovered a fumble and returned an 

interception 23 yards for the winning touch- 

down in the Red Raiders’ 14-7 upset win over 

Texas A&M. 

South Carolina quarterback Steve Taneyhill 

completed 38-of-44 passes for 473 yards and 

three touchdowns in a 65-39 win over Missis- 

sipp! State. 

*UCLA running back Karim Abdul-Jabbar 
rushed for 261 yards on 42 carries and scored 
four touchdowns in a 42—28 win over Stanford. 
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* Ohio State tailback Eddie George ran for 314 
yards on 36 carries and scored three touch- 
downs in a 41-3 win over Illinois. 


the first hint that nobody cares 


Arizona governor Fife Symington filed for 
bankruptcy on Sept. 20, and shortly afterward, 
his four season tickets to Arizona State football 
games were put up for auction by the state. 

The auction was attended by 13 jour- 
nalists and one woman who refused to 
identify herself. Nobody bid on the 
tickets, and they were subsequently 
given to charity. 


the devil, part one 

Utah State rookie coach John L. 
Smith began using the middle initial 
of his name when he was the defensive 
coordinator at Idaho in 1982. He 
refuses to divulge what the L stands for, 
but he says he employs the initial to sepa- 
rate himself from the other John Smiths of 
the world. 

The Utah State players 
decided to help Smith 
come clean on the name. 

After enduring Smith's rugged fall practices, the 
Aggies sclected freshman offensive lineman Ben 
Holbrook to deliver the news to Smith. 

“Coach, | have something to tell you, but 
please don't hold it against me,” Holbrook said. 
“The guys have decided that your middle name 
must be ‘Lucifer.’” 


when winning is the hardest thing 

Nebraska coach Tom Osborne was criticized far 
and wide for his decision to reinstate running 
back Lawrence Phillips following Phillips’ arrest 
for assaulting a former girlfriend. 

Most observers believed Osborne made his 
decision based on his desire to win a second 
straight national cide. In his own defense, 
Osborne said reinstating Phillips was the most 
difficult choice he and the university could make. 

“T don't think that the university or the football 
program has done what is the easy thing,” 
Osborne said. “The easy thing would have been 
to dismiss him, probably permanendy. But basi- 
cally, after examining all of the factors involved, 
many of which you will never be privy to, and 
shouldn't be, we simply didn’t feel it was the right 
thing to do. 

“So we tried to do what was the right 
thing, the best thing for Lawrence 
Phillips, the victim and other people 
that Lawrence Phillips will come in 
contact with throughout his life- 
time. 


the devil, part two 

Florida State quarterback Dan 
Kendra, who spent last season as a red- 
shirt, is building a legend around his 
work ethic. 

For one thing, he decided to 
break the team’s leg-press 
record, which was held by for- 
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mer center Robbie Baker, who pressed 1.200 
pounds in 1990. In order to get all the weights on 
the machine, the team’s weight coaches had to 
tape them on. 

When they finished, with weights filling every 
available space, Kendra sat down and prepared to 
push 1,335 pounds. 

He did it, and the stress of the effort popped 
blood vessels in both of his eyes. The following 

week, as he walked to class, a fellow student 
asked Kendra what happened. 
“I saw the devil,” Kendra said. 


learning from others’ 
mistakes 
‘Two quarterbacks who learned the 
most from Heath Shuler and 
decided to stay in college: Danny 
Wuerffel, Florida; Peyton Man- 
ning, Tennessee. 


he never liked science 

Iowa State running back ‘Troy 

Davis had never seen snow before he 

arrived on the Ames campus in 

the fall of 1994. Then he 

spent the season watching more than playing, and 

he decided he might not want to see snow — or 
lowa — again. 

Instead of transferring, Davis stuck around and 
became an All-American. He also became com- 
fortable enough with snow to admit the follow- 
ing: During his first year at 
lowa State, he once tried 
to transport some 
snow to South 
Florida. 

“I tried to 
take some 
home with 
me in a 
glass,” he 
said, “but it 
turned to 
water pretty 
quick on the 
plane.” 


everybody's all-american 


The most inspirational player in college foot- 
ball didn’t play much, didn’t make any All-Amer- 
ica teams and won't play in the NFL. 

But his story makes those accomplishments 
pale in comparison. 

On May 14, 1988, Harold Dennis suffered 
third-degree burns over much of his body in a bus 
accident near Carrollton, Ky. Twenty-seven mem- 
bers of the First Assembly of God youth group 
were killed in the accident. 

Seven years later, Dennis was a backup special 
reams player and a part-time wide receiver for the 
Kentucky Wildcats. 


changing fates 


In the Ivy League, Columbia became known 
for something nobody could have imagined: 
Breaking a winning streak. 

The Lions, remembered most for their record 
suring of ineptitude (44 straight losses from 
1983-88), turned the tables on Penn by ending 
the Quakers’ 24-game winning streak with a 
24-14 victory. 

Coach Ray Toller found many obstacles on the 
road to respectability. The biggest, not surpris- 
ingly, was recruiting. Toller said a good number 
of potential recruits never get Columbia's letters, 
because their mothers throw them away when 
they see the return address of New York City. 

‘Typical of the Lions is All-Ivy linebacker Rory 
Wilfork, who came to Columbia as a 6-foor, 
185-pound weakling and left as a 6-2, 228- 
pound force. 


“Even the kickers were outlifting me when | 
got here,” Wilfork says. 


more than no, 1 vs. no. 2 

The Fiesta Bowl matchup between No. 1 
Nebraska and No. 2 Florida provided an almost 
fictional juxtaposition of teams, philosophies and 
— maybe most of all — coaches, 

Nebraska's ‘Tom Osborne borders on invisibil- 
ity. He is perhaps the only coach in America who 
can routinely run up scores in the 50s and 60s 
and not engender the disgust of his peers. 

Florida's Steve Spurrier is a confident, fiery 
coach who prefers to stand in front of his team 
rather than within the ranks. He has irritated 
opposing coaches on more than one occasion 
with his unapologetic manner. 


2) “I take great joy in kicking anybody's 
asterisk.” 
Colorado coach Rick Neuheisel, after his 
Buffaloes defeated Oklahoma 38-17 in 
Norman — without Detmer. 
3) “We're so close to winning, it’s scary. With 
a break here or a break there, I can see us 
winning five of our last six games,” 
Prairie View senior offensive lineman 
Maurice McGowan, after his team lost to 
Grambling 64-0 in a record-setting 
51st straight loss. 
4) “I walked into the first team meeting expect- 
ing the substitute reacher. Instead, I got the 
principal.” 
Stanford safety Eliel Swinton, describing 
first-year coach Tyrone Willingham, 


Asked to describe his offense, Osborne said, who took over for Bill Walsh. 
“Oh, you know, we run up the middle, pass every top 5 quotes 5) “He's still just a little fella. We're going to run 
10 plays.” 1) “We don’t want a damned asterisk behind it plays for him designed to keep him alive just a 

Asked about his team’s kicking game, Spurrier when we beat their ass.” little while longer.” 
said, “Field goals? We don’t kick many of those.” Former Oklahoma coach Howard Schnellenberger, Florida State coach Bobby Bowden, explaining 

explaining why he wanted Colorado quarterback why he limits the carries of 185-pound 
anyone recognize this coach? Koy Detmer to play against the Sooners. tailback Warrick Dunn. FA 


It started with a 42-yard touchdown pass in the 
final minute of a blowout win, and it ended up as 
perhaps the first recorded jab at the character of a 
legendary coach. 

Penn State backup quarterback Mike 
McQueary threw the pass, which landed in Chris 
Campbell's hands to give the Nittany Lions a 
meaningless touchdown and a 59-34 win over 
Rutgers, 

After the game, Rutgers coach Doug Graber 
confronted the eternal god of East Coast football, 
telling him, “I didn’t think you played that way.” 

Paterno initially responded with an angry 
retort but later said Graber “has a right to be 
upset.” 

Graber accepted Paterno’s second comment as 
an apology. The crisis was averted and the legend 
remained intact. 


needed: one ice pack 


Some of the most incredible passing numbers 
of the season were amassed by Wake Forest quar- 
terback Rusty Larue, who is without a doubt the 
busiest athlete in America. 

Larue was a pivotal part of the Demon Dea- 
cons’ highly ranked basketball team as a shooting 
guard, and he was the No. 1 starting pitcher on 
the baseball team. Just to round out his schedule, 
Larue has a 4.0 grade-point average, is married 
and has a son. 

But it was on the football field that Larue dis- 
tinguished himself. 

Against Duke, Larue had a mind-boggling 
afternoon, even though the Demon Deacons lost 
42-26, Larue set several NCAA records by com- 
pleting 55-of-78 passes for 464 yards and four 
touchdowns. In the second half alone, he com- 
pleted 41-of-56 passes for 337 yards. 

“IT knew the pitch count was getting a little 
high,” quipped Larue. “I thought they might 
have to bring in a reliever.” 


BEFOR' 


Stanley® 
Mirror 
Doors. 


Stanley Mirror Doors create 
lighter, brighter more stylish 
rooms and best of all they cost 
less. A pretty good idea when 
you consider you're adding 
value to the homes you build 
while lowering your costs. 


All you have to do is compare! 


Just give us a call at: 
1 (800) 257-4093 and STANLEY ' 


we'll prove it to you. HOME DECOR New Britain, Connecticut USA 
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Want a pleasant break from the 
aggressive and brutal gridiron 
world with its accompanying statis- 
tics, predictions, depth charts and 
standings? Then sit back, take a 
deep breath and prepare t© make an 
on-campus visit with six of college 
football's loveliest and most spirited 


cheerleaders and majorettes. 
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Kelly Hi 
Auburn Tigers 
Kelly loves the intensity and 
excitement of Auburn football, 
though in her spare time she 
enjoys quiet evenings at home 
in the country. She plans to 
~ receive her MBA in finance and 
hopes to use her business skills 
in the sports industry. Kelly also 
enjoys aerobics, weight training 
and volunteer work. 


Jaen Bennty 
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this is rain. 


Edge’ Extra Moisturizing Gel has 
more of what your skin needs to look healthy 
and smooth—even if you shave a lot. 


edge 


ULTIMATE CLOSENESS. ULTIMATE COMFORT. THAT’S THE EDGE 
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Sondra Rekuc 

Notre Dame Fighting Irish 
Sondra enjoys the atmosphere and 
passion surrounding college football 
and cites the Notre Dame-Florida 
State |-vs.-2 matchup of 1993 as her 
greatest memory. She's an aerospace 
engineering major and works for 
Motorola in their sales 

engineering program. 


Steve Woetmann 


Charity Hill 
USC Trojans 


Ever since her first 
game, when she ran 
onto the field and 
| faced a sea of 
spirited Trojan fans, 
Charity has felt 
great pride in being 
part of the,cheer- 
leading experience. 
This international + > 
marketing major 

enjoys acting and Wy*, 
traveling. “*". 
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FANTASY 
FOOTBALL GAME 


Whether you’re an experienced fantasy veteran, 
a first time fantasy player or a commissioner 
looking to enroll your entire league— 


Fanatics Only offers something for players at all levels. 


“it’s The Difference Between Watching It And Playing It’. 


[1996 PRO & COLLEGE] ' 


FIREE 
Football . 
Handbook! 


e NFL 1996 Schedule 

e NCAA 1996 Schedule 

e Predictions 

¢ Week-by-Week Match-ups 
e NFL Stats, Ratings, etc. 

e 36 Pages in all 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 
OF GAME RULES, NFL ROSTER, 
SALARY CAP INFORMATION, 

PRIZES, ETC. . . 


CALL NOW! 
1-800-635-GAME 


(1-800-685-4263) 
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Jamie Westfall 
Indiana Hoosiers 
This sports communications major 
) hopes to turn her love of sports into a 
| profitable career, either in sports broad- 
) casting or public relations/promotions. 
: NH) She has spent four years promoting the 
interests of her beloved Hoosiers and has 
» enjoyed following them to venues 
throughout the country. 
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Ashley Dee Nelson 
Utah Utes 

Ashley made a dramatic entrance at her 
\first home game, as she tripped and was 
neatly trampled by a herd of fired-up Utes. 
Since, that inauspicious beginning, Ashley 
has enjoyed many happier moments, 
sincluding meeting 49er great Steve Young, 
 Ashileysdively, infectious demeanor 

> ~~ belies het-keen- interest in 
SS midrtuary-science. 


Heather Cornwell 
Fresno State Bulldogs © 
) Heather, aimass communications 
Finajor, has enjoyed getting to 
7 know her fellow Fresno State ™ 
supporters and seeing the 
behind-the-scenes work of the 
* coaches and players. Heather, @ 
Who favors cold-weather Sports 4 
aks skiing and, ba ; 
Mh 


With a sturdier handle and new, rugged 
finish, America’s most popular steel bottle is 
now tougher than ever. Made in the USA and 
guaranteed for life, it makes a winning gift, too. 
Available in quart, half-gallon, and widemouth 

styles, plus a Stanley Lunch Cooler. 


Aladdin, 
STANLEY 


America's No.1 Brand 


= USCFootball , - 


_ publication is 
». must!” | 


yl) te Se; 
” “One of the - 
" ‘accurate and pro- 


~ fessional recruiting 


* to 


y “1 thoroughly 
enjoy your recruit- 
ing. magazine as a 
recruiting tool and 
an excellent source 
for high school 
‘football information.” 
ff Bill Conley, Ohio State. 


Joe Hubbard; | - 


most informative, 


todgy? we ei “I loved it when I was 
~ Jim ce coaching at CU and I still 
Ne Sol love it now that I'm with 


the Bears” 


“SPNis our, bible for coe a ; Mike McCartney, Grane Bears . 


: lege football re recruiting!” a re igs 


i ee ESP Reet a oo Neier S oe ee eesiee € ey Sa 


a: In farmeati Daztkad : . For HOT National Recruiting News Call: 


only $1.59 per minute 


Pel 996-97 Magazine P atts 5 es : Verhals Visits * College Rankings 
ie #1 Pre-Season Issue (August) SRR aia ; Strong Leanings and much more! 
~ #2 Pre-Signintg Date Issue (Jan.) Ce a ROPE SS yr 3 
“#3 Recruiting Re-Cap Issue (Marth) ~. °° + FRONC.UFGCES Laie. i-oU ” 


y » #3 December - Recruiting Kickoff 


a 


~. Plus a BONUS Report on ro pavers Collgel rr 


Se | 996- 97 Newsletter & Magazine Package ear 
All the Above Plus... : 


"+ America and All-Regional selection, player Beetles, photos, ad 


‘Yes, please send me your 1996. 97 Recruiting Package aa my FREE 
Bonus Report on my favorite college! 

Send me your 1996-97 Magazine Package and FREE Bonus 
Report for only $59.00 


_____ Send me your complete Magazine and Newsletter Package 
(8 issues in all) for only $69.00 


#1 October - ‘ Farly Verbals;, Pre-Season Update & More!” 
#2 November - TOP JUCO Report & Verbal Updates” 


#4 January, - Updiite on ‘the ae, Top Prospects Nome: Favorite College: 
CSPN follows-t ‘the nation’s s top 1,500 high school and JUCO ‘ noe State: ji 
*_prospects.from pre-season to sighing day, complete with All- ~ ———— 


- Please make payment payable fo: 
(SA - 22647 Ventura Blyd., #359 © Woodland Hills, CA 91364 


een 


walls! Ap 


a AN aes ott Peer 


: college choices ond much more! . 


- 


BEKE Bee reueuwne 


be 
= 


ESE SE ae ee eS EO Oe ee ee ee 


THE RECRUITING REPORT 


COMPILED BY COLLEGIATE SPORTS 


NATHANIEL WEBSTER 
MARQUES SULLIVAN 
RASHARD CASEY 
EUJAH BURKINS. 
ODELL JAMES 
QUINCY HIPS 
ROLANO BARLEY 
JEREMIAH PHARMS, 
RALPH BROWN, i 
EDGERRIN JAMES, 
MuE BROWN 
TYSON WRSON 
ROBERT POLLARD 
BRAD WILUAMS 
DAYMON CARROLL 
TW HASSELBACK 
JASON KAPSNER 
NICK GOINGS 
KENNETH DAVIS 
STAN GUENESS 
MAE COOK 
ALCENOER JACKSON 
THADDEUS BULLARD 
GRADY BROOKS 
OS CLAIBORNE 
CHRIS EQWAROS 
RYAN REALY 
DEANGELO EVANS: 
VERNON MAXWELL 
DAN O'LEARY 
MARCUS STROUD 
TONY ZIMMERMAN 
ROBERT ADAMS 
‘SHAWN McCORKEL 
COURTNEY LEAVITT 
TT. TOUVER 

JOE DAWKINS 
JASON CHING 
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QUARTERBACKS 


OYA AQUIND 
DARNELL ARCENEUK 
JONATHAN BEASLEY 
MALIK CAMPBELL 
KEVIN CARTY 
BRETT ENGEMANN 
KENTON EVANS 

AJ. FEELEY 

KEVIN FETERU 
TERRY HESS 
DOUG JOHNSON 
STEVE KELLY 

BEM LEARO 

CHRIS SANDERS. 
CUNT STOERNER 
Maré USRY 

JASON VAUGHAN 


RUNNING BACKS 


DANIEL ALEXANDER 
DAMONE BOONE 
KEITH BROWN 


SSARSLTTSELLLIAAE 


2EESLSSSh 


e 
a 


Sit 


& 


S10 


CEPEELEL EGE Sa To 


$ 


63 


62 
59 


BRRRIRERES 


RSs 
o ~” 


SRAIRFRRERRATRSS 


we 
a 


a7 


BRRERRES 


RERESSERES 


20 
175 


TOP 100 INCOMING 


Hometown High Schoo! 
HYDENLESUE CO, RY 

MONCKS CORNER MACEDONA, SC 
FT, VANCOUVER, WA 

OAALAND SAYUNE. CA 
SHREVEPORT EVANGEL. LA 
SULPHUR SPRINGS, Ix 
TUCKER, GA 

DECATUR SW. DeHALS, GA 
WESTERVILLE SOUTH, On 

OM UW RICHARDS. © 
CNOINUTICOLERAN, OM 
ViRGIGA BEACH GRELN RUN, vA 
SPRING VALLEY MONTE VISTA, CA 
AMORY, MS 

BURLINGTON WILLIAMS, NC 
MIAMI NORTHWESTERN, FL 
CHIGAGO-FENWICK, IL 
HOQOKEN, NJ 

PORT ARTHURJEFFERSON, TX 
ALDINE McARTHUR, TX 
TAMPACATHOUC, FL 

FOUKSTON CHARLTON CO., GA 
SACRAMENTOVALLEY, CA 

LA SUENTE- BISHOP AMAT, CA 
IMMOKALEE, FL 


QUITMAN BROOKS CO., GA 
HARRISON CTY ®. TRAFFORD PA 
NARUNA CAMPBELL. VA 
DOTHAN NORTHVIEW, AL 
GERMANTOWN, TN 

DAYTONA BEACH MAINLAND, FL 
HACKENSACK, NI 
HONOLULL-PUNAHOU, Hi 


Cotege 
KENTUCKY 


PITTSBURGH 
VIRGINA TECH 
FLORIDA STATE 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
CLEMSON 

PENN STATE 
NOTRE DAME 
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CEC COLUNS 
CHRIS VALLETTA 
Quinton SPOTWoOS 
NUKE VAN RAAPHORST 
TAMAURICE MARTIN 
LAVERANEUS CORES 
THOMAS JONES 
RAK NELSON 
BEN nOPP 

SHAUN ELUS 
OEY GOOOSPEED 
TOMMY HENORICAS, 1 
GERALD GRIFFIN 
BRANDON DANIELS 
WILLIE GARDNER 
KENNY SMITH 
CEDRIC WOODARD 
EDDRICK BROOKS 
(AN MCINTOSH 
GARY BERRY 
VAUGHN SMITH 
RON DAYNE 

TED IACENDA 
OURELL PRICE 
TONY HARTLEY 
BALY SRANY 
DWIGHT EDGE 
TERRY BRYANT 
JERMALE KELLY 
Eves DAVIS 
SHAYNE GRAHAM 
ORTEGE JENKINS 
JON MUYRES 

JEFF BACKUS 
STEVE COUGHLIN 
DAVID LEAVERTON 
R. AY SOWARD 
MORE SGLWOLD 
ESSE WARREN 
CURTIS WELIAMS 
ae TEDALS 
CHAD WARD 

EAR HANFORD 
ANDRE RENORICK 
B84 SAMSON 
BRYAN SMITH 
MARVIN MONNIS 


NEXT 200 BY POSITION 


LOS ALTOS, CA 
HONOLULUST. LOUNS, Mt 
GAENDALE CACTUS, AZ 
BUFFALOCARROAL, NY 
SOMERVILLE, M4) 

PROVO TIMPVIEW. UT 
MEMPHIS WESTWOOD. Th 
ONTARIO, OF 

LOS ALAMITOS, CA 
TEMSCAL CYN, CA 
GAINESVILLE BUCHOXZ, FL 
BURLESON TX 
HARTWELLHART CO, GA 
FLOWER MOUND MARCUS, TH 
BAYTOWNAEE. TH 
TALLAHASSEE FL CHRISTIAN, FL 
ATLANTAN. SPRINGS, GA 


WENTZVILLE, MO- 
SPRINGFIELD WEST SPRINGFIELD, VA 
PHOENIXMT, POINT, AZ 


MARYLAND 
UCLA 


ARLAND BRUCE 
CULLEN BRYANT. J 
DARRELL 5USH 
JACOB BUSH 
LEON CALLEN 
CHRYS CHUKWUMA 
JASON COOPER 
DARREN DAVIS 
AAR CDW 
JONATHAN FRYER 
VANNEZ GOOCH 
MARTY GRAHAM 
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338 
a2 
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MOBILE WILUAMSON, AL 
DCASONVALE RIBAS, FL 
BG STONE GAP POWELL V. vA 
HARRISBURG MCOLVITT AR 
NEW RENSINGTON VALLEY, Pa 
ANOERSON WESTNOE, SC 
OSWEGO, & 

ALP CISEMHOWER, TH 
MURFREESBORO RIVERDALE, TH 
ADS On 

UVE OAK SUWANNEE, FL 
STEVENSON, JACKSON, AL 
SWEENY, TX 

ALOUNE, TK 

CHESHIRE, C1 

COLUMBUS DeSALES.OH 
OXON HILLINOIS, MD 

PINE HILLINOIS OVERBROOK, NJ 
NEWHALL MART, CA 

SYLMAR, CA 

LOS ALAMITOS, CA 

BRUE SPPENGS SOUTr. MO 
APOP AA, FL 

SAVANCUH JORKSON. GA 
GREEPORLEBEREA, SC 
RESEDA, CA 

DUBLIN PULASIO COUNTY, VA 
LONG BEACH JORDAN, CA 
ULBURN PARAVIEW, GA 
NORCROSS, GA 

ANSONA, CT 

MIOLAND TX 

FONTANA, CA 


FRESNO BULARD, CA 
ALACHUA SANTA FE FL 
HENNEWOH RVERVIEW, WR 
MARTINSVILE. 
LYNCHBURG EC. GLASS, vA 
PMOENIN ST MARYLANDS. AZ 
TATUM, Th 

MAMI NORTHWESTERN, FL 


OLATHE NORTH. KS 
GERMANTOWN HOLSTON. TN 
JERSEY VILLINOISAGE. TH 
JACKSONVILLE FIRST COAST, FL 
CONCORD Del aSALE CA 
MONTGOMERY LAMER, AL 
OAKLAND SAYUINE, CA 

MAMI SOUTHRIDGE. FL 

TOMS RIVER NORTH, Mi 

SAN ANTONIO EAST CENTRAL. TX 
JACKSONVALE ED WHITE, FL 
TORREY PIneS, CA 

OMALAND NOUN WALLS, Md 
ae, FL 

SHARON, PA 

BERWICK PA 

AAMAALE BSAOP MCNAMARA 
‘SPRING VALLEY MONTE VISTA, CA 
LONG BEACH POLY, Ca 
GUVESTONO COMMELL TA 
VEMPMIS CENTRAL, TH 
CORSICANA, Th 
SACRAMENTOEL CAMINO, CA 
BOULDER, CO 


BAYLOR 

SYRACUSE 

OHIO STATE 

SYRACUSE 

WISCONSIN 
SOUTHERN CAUFORMA 
UCLA 
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RASHON SPLKES 
JAY VICKERS 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


CHUFFY ALLEN 
MANUEL AUSTIN 
DAVIO BOSTON 
TIM BOWENS, 
DMAR CHEESBORO 
JERRY D'ORON 
DAMIEN OODSON 
DEMITRIUS DOTSON 
TROY GARNER 
SAVON GREEN 
OAMIO HLL 

TITCUS PETTIGREW 
TROY TOABERT 
ASC HARNKE 


SHADRICK WASHUNGTON 


MAROUS WILLAMS 
MECHAEL WILUAMS 


TIGHT ENDS 


MATT ANDERSON 


RO'OERRICK BROUGHTON 


GABE CRECION 
DANIEL FRANKS, 
MIKE GURA 

IKE tHESETO 


SSREEE 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


BRAD BARNES 
iMANI BELL 


SHEDORICK BLACKMON 


MATT BRENNAN 
JERRY CARMICHAEL 
TARLOS CRUMINE 
DOMICC OASTE 
MATT FRAUE 
OEMOND GIBSON 
WEL GRIBOWSHI 
RYAN HENDRICKSON 
LEON HIRES 

ADAM HOTZ 

TIM HOWARD 

SOE 0. HUBBARD 
STEVE HUTCHINSON 
RICHARD LAND 
PARIS LONG 
FAE'AESIMA MAILO 
JOHN MERAND! 
BRIAN MINEHART 
JOHN MOALA 
JARAD MOON 

ROB MOWL 

KURT MURPHY 
GREG ROENSON 
ROGER ROESLER 
COLIN SEARS 

Pal SMITH 

O&VE SUCURA 
JOEL SUGG 

PAUL TANNOUS 
JOSH TUCKER 

TIM TURNER: 

ANDY VINCENT 
MIME WHITCANACK 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


DARCEY AFUVA! 
RYAN ALREN 
CHRIS ANDERSON 
KOR BAWUAH 
‘SAM BENNER 
CARL BRADLEY 
OAVE BRANDT 
CORNEUUS. BURTON 
COCR CALDWELL 
JAMDE CARTER 
TOBY CHAMPION 
JAVIER COLUNS, 
DEKISHO COOK 
DERRICK CUARY 
RASHAAN DAVIS 
JEFFREY FISHER 
WILL GOCDLOE 
Bucy GURLEY 
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MERON, CT 
TALLAHASSEE UUNCOLN, FL 


PASSAIC, NJ 

LOS GATOS, CA 

HUMBLE, TX 

KLLENEROOKS, AL 
MONTCLARREMMACULATE, ND 
CROWLEY, LA 

WEMPHIS WESTWOOD. TN 
STATEN ISLANDCURTS. NY 
SHERMAN OAMSNOTRE DAME, CA 
INGLEWOOD, CA 

EUFAULA, AL 

CLEMMONS WEST FORSYTH, RC 
AUGUSTA JOSEY, GA 

STOW WALSH JESUIT, OF 
RGLWALKEE-VINCET, WI 
BERKELEY, CA 

BASTROP, tA 


MOORE. OK 
MONROE-NEVILLE, LA 

WEST KILLS-CRAM'NADE, CA 
BiG SPRING, TX 

HAMILTON, OH 
WASHINGTONCARROLL, OC 


YORKTOWN TASB, VA 
PHILADELPHIA DOUGHERTY, PA 
PENSACOLAESCAMBIA, FL 
MOBILE WRIGHT, AL 
PLANTATION, FL 

MONTICELLO JEFFERSON CTY. AL 
USVERAE-DAMBEN, CA 

SANTA ROSAREWHAH, CA 
PITISSURGH PENN ICLLS, PA 
‘SCOERELD EVEREST, 1 
ARLINGTONMARTIN, TX 
ERADENTONMANATEE, FL 
PAPILLIONLA VISTA, KE 
MZDDLETOWN, ND 

HOOKS, TX 

CORAL SPRINGS, FL 
BRENTWOOD-ACADEMY, TH 
COLUMBUS BEECHCROFT, CH 
HONOLULUMMAHLKU, HI 

PAM OF THE WORLD, CA 
BUTLER, PA 
CARROLUON-SMITH, Tx 
PANAMA CITY BAY, FL 
PITTSBURGH WOODLAND HALLS. PA 
COLUMSUS-DeSALES. OH 
LaMARQUE, TK 

ROUND ROCK. T 
RUSSELLVILLE, AL 

LA MESAHELIX, CA 

STERUNG HIS. STEVENSON, Ml 
IRVINE, CA 

CY CREEK, TX 
SAYUNEROBERSON, NC 
COATESVILLE, PA 

SULPHUR, LA 

SARATOGA, CA 


OGDEN-BONNEVILLE, UT 

ENID, OK 

MARRERO EHRET, LA 

WOODBRIDGE GARFIELD, VA 

SANTA PAULAST, BONAVENTURE, CA 
UYNCHBURGE.C. GLASS. VA 
JENISON, Ku 

HOUSTON LAMAR, TX 

NEWBERRY, SC 
PHILADELPHUANESHOSA CENT., MS 
HUMBORT, TN 

ST. PAUL-ST. THOMAS, ALN 
‘STILLWATER, OK 

HOUSTON JONES, 7X 

LOS ALAMITOS, CA 

COATESVILLE, PA 

SPRING VALLEY-MONTE VISTA, CA 
TALLAHASSEE-G008Y, FL 


NC. STATE 
ROTRE CAME 


PITTSBURGH 
WASHINGTON, 
OXiO STATE 
ALABAMA 
MARYLAND: 
MICHIGAN 
MEMPHIS 
VIRGINA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO 
AUBURN 

PENN STATE 
GEORG TECH 
Or00 STE 
WISCONSIN 
COLORADO 
ARKANSAS 


OKLAHOMA 
TEXAS ARM 
Uc 
MIAMI 
OH.0 STATE 
SYRACUSE 


VIRGINA 

PENN STATE 
SOUTHERN MISSISS:PP 
NOTRE DAME 

FLORIDA STATE 
FLORIDA STATE 
WASHINGTON: 
WASHINGTON 
PITTSEURGH 


RCHIGAN 

TEXAS 

OHIO STATE 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
NOTRE OAME 
PITTSBURGH 

BYU 

FRORIDA STATE 

NOTRE DAME 

OHIO STATE 
CALAHOMA 

TOS 

AUBURK 

SOUTHERN CAUFORIRA 
WECHIGAN STATE 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MICHIGAN 

TERKESSEE 

NC. STATE 

TEXAS A&M 

SOUTHERN CAUFORNIA 


SOUTH CAROQUNA 


TENNESSEE 
NORTHAESTRN 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS 
CALIFORNIA 

NC, STATE 
TEXAS 

FLORIDA 


ROBERT HAAS 
CASEY HAMPTON 
OONALD HEAVEN 
MEIKE HULL 

1.), JACKSON 
SEAN JARNE 
JASON JONES 
MARC KiELMEVER: 
JEROME KING 
THABETI LOCKHART 
(AN LOPER 

JASON McCAULEY 
JOHNNY MITCHELL 
BRENT MUELLER 
HANS OLSEN 
ANTHONY OVERSTREET 
JEREMIAH PARKER 
MARCUS PEREZ 
SUINE SAPLA 
MARCUS SANDERS, 
ROBARSE SMITH 
BRIAN STINSON 
RASHAD STREETS 
STEVE WARREN 
JOSHUA HEEB 
MGCAH WEBB 
STEVE WLUAMS, 
DERRION YATES 


LINEBACKERS 


BUBBA ALEXANDER 
JASPER ARMSTRONG 
CARLTON BEXLEY 

TM BURGESS 

JEFF CHANEY 

RAL O:GGS 

ODELL GEORGE 
GEORGE GUDRY 
BRANDON MATTHEWS 
SAP ROLLER 

CHRIS MORANT 

MAC MORRISON 
ANORE CFFING 
DARRELL OWENS, 
KWWAES! PALMER 
ROLAND SEYMOUR 
SHAHEED SHAMSUD 0:8 
ROSBY STATEN 
JASON STEEN 

ERIC STURCIFEN 
JOSH TAFT 

CHRIS THIERRY 
RAYNOCH THOMPSON 
BYRON THWEATT 
STEPHEN TREJO 
WILBER VALOEZ 

JON WATLNS, 
ANSE ZAMANO 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


OAMIAN ALLEN 

WELL ALLEN 

JASON BELL 

AL BLADES 
‘SHANNON BRAZZIELE 
LeAUNDRE BROWN 
MIKE BURDEN 
PEDRO CIRINO 
DEREK EOMONDS 
ELAN EDWARDS 

JR, EDWARDS 
JEREMY FLOWERS, 
RICKMOND FLOWERS, Ill 
AARON GATTEN 
DAVID GIBSON 
JOHN GIBSON 
DONALD HARRIS 
COREY KENDERSON 
REGGE HUNT 
NEHEASAH ANOR 
JOKKNY PONDER 
JAMARCUS POAERS 
CORY ROS:NSON 
YUSUF SHAKIR 
JASON SMALL 


BRSSRE 


BOULDER FAIRVIEW, CO 
GAWVESTOVEALL, Tx 

CARCL CITY, FL 
HAGERSTOWNSOUTH, ND 
LOMPOC, CA 
ANAHEIMESPERANZA, CA 
DALLAS KIMBALL, TX 
WESTERVILLE-SOUTH, CH 
WEST MONROE, LA 
OAKLAND-FREMONT, CA 

SAN DIEGOPT, LOMA, CA 

KEY WEST, FL 
MARREROEHRET, tA 
FAIRFAXROBINSON SECONDARY.VA 
WEISER, ID 
ATLANTADOUGLASS, GA 
ROCHMOND-DeANZA, CA 
MEDINA, OH 
OXNARD-CHANAEL ISLAND, CA 
MESQUITE, TX 
FUNT-NORTHERN, M1 

DELAND, FL 

U. MARLBORO-RIVERDALE BAPIST, MD 
SPRINGRELDWUCKAPOO, MO 
TURLOCK, CA 

TURLOCK, CA 

SAPULPA, OK 
HOUSTONWASKINGTON, TX 


SHREVEPORT-EVANGEL, LA 
AURORAEAGLECREST, CO 
CARROLUON, GA 

CARY, NC 

UKE WALES, FL 

LOS ANGELES DORSEY, CA 
RANCHO BUENA VISTA. CA 
LAKE CHARLES WUASHEAUARION, LA 
KEW ORLEANS CARVER, LA 
UATONERONSON, A 
HAMPTON BETHEL, VA 

PORT ORCHARDS. KITSAP, HA 
KOUSTON, TH 
JACKSON-PROVIKE, MS 
SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX 

NEW ORLEANS ST. AUG, LA 
LOS ANGELES VEREUM DEI. CA 
PEARL. MS 

GARDENASERRA, CA 
RICHMONDRUGUENOT, VA 
PLANO-EAST, TX 

BAYTOWNLEE, TX 

NEW ORLEANS-ST, AUGUSTINE, LA 
ETTRICKAMATOACA, VA 

CASA GRANDE, AZ 

HOBOKEN, NY 

PERTH AMBOY, NJ 

FONTANA CA 


LaVERNEDAMIEN, CA 
SYRACUSE-CORCORAN, NY 
LONG BEACH MILLIKAN, CA 
PUANTATION, FL, 

LEWISVILLE, TX 

FT. WORTH-WYATT, TX 
PALATINE, IL 

JERSEY CATYST. PETER'S, NJ 
TAMPAHILLSBORQUGH, Fl, 
BOULDER, CO 

UNCOLN SOUTHEAST, KE 
ARUNGTON BOWE, TH 
VESTAVIA HILLS, AL 
WASHINGTON, PA 

SANTA ANAMATER DEI, CA 
BRPLUON, NE 
WASHINGTONHD. HO00S0N, DC 
MARRERO-EHRET, LA 
DENSON, TX 
DETROTPERSHING, MO 
JACKSONVILLELEE. FL 
LAMARQUE, TK 

TUCKER, GA 

TALLARASSEE LINCOLN, FL 
LOS ANGELES WESTCHESTER. CA 


COLORADO 
TOUS 

FUOROA STATE 
MARYLAND 
WASHINGTON 
COLORADO 
TEXAS TECH 
PENN STATE 
SOUTHERN MISS 
CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO 
MARYLAND 

Lsu 

AUBURN 

eyu 

SOUTH CAROUNA 
CAUPORNIA 
OH) STATE 
COLORADO STATE 
HOUSTON 
ROCHIGAN STATE 
MIAMI 

RC. STATE 
NEBRASKA 

UCLA 

UCLA 

QHLA 

(su 


TEXAS AGM 
COLGRADO STATE 
ARWANSAS, 
NORTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
OH:0 STATE 
COLORADO 


VIRGNA 

PERN STATE 

SOUTH CAROUNA 
FLORIDA 

FLORIDA STATE 
FLORIDA STATE 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
ALABAMA 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNTA 
PENN STATE 

TEXAS 

TEXAS ASM 
TENNESSEE 

VIRGINA 

ARIZONA STATE 

MIAMI 

MARYLAND 


NOAM) 

Tey 

MICHIGAN 

OHD STATE 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
TENNESSEE 
COLORADO 
NEBRASKA 
ARWANSAS 

DUKE 

PENN STATE 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
NEBRASKA 
VARGINDA TECH 


ATHLON Footsgatt 1996 


WE RUN OUR RECRUITING LINE 
ALL YEAR ROUND! 


There Is No, 
Arguing Over Who Is #1° 


PHIL FRITZ 


SPORTS PRODUCTIONS 


beeen enw ee In College Football Recruiting Information: 
Big Ten Hear the most accurate, up-to-date football recruiting ec ie é 
MENU | Press the information only on the teams YOU choose. 


following: 


0 Michigan Big 12 
© Wisconsin 
: MENU 3 Press the 
8 Ohio State following: SEC 3 
; Sak ie © Nebraska ae 5 Press the es 
NMiuchigan State oO owing: 

pig nn Te dl 900: 860-1300 

4 oe State @ Oklahoma State nena «State 

6 I _ @ Yensas a tate 

Sale 2 Press the @ Kansas State SAx 

0 Owing: 7) Mi 8 . ATKansas : 

0 Iowa e “ai @ Mississippi Phil Fritz utilizes his 40 years of 

@ Indiana MENU 4 Press the MENU 6 Press the recruiting reporting to give you 

© Minnesota followine: t« NC HLOWing the most accurate, no-nonsense 
O Texas. oe recruiting information. Phil Fritz 

Z P Tennessee i ivi 

Special Team Lines (2) Texas Tech ats —s eee ene = aa tiled sia 

Menu 7 Press the © Texas A&M Biemcia Ine. For the most fanatical re- 

following O Bavlor seorgia cruiting fans! 

Biker! ‘. Lic 1-900-860-1300 ($1.49 per 

Miz : ; ; 
@Florida State Vanderbilt minute, under 18 must have per- 


mission to call. 


®North Carolina 


Phil Fritz Sports Productions, PO Box 6582, Madison,WI., 53716 
(Not associated with any school or conference) 


ATTENTION! NOTRE DAME FOOTBALL RECRUITING FANS 
action packed issues on Notre Dame 


1 a football recruiting for just $29 


4 Issues in January Call 1-900-773-8700 ($1.49 per minute) 
2 Issues in February Press #3 for Notre Dame 


We provide this service all year round 
Monthly In July, August, september, (Under 18 must have permission to call) 


Octoberand November .—_ wad a ee ee 


We publish our reports during the busy —|_nsiders Report. My payment of $28 iu 8. 
part of the recruiting season I Name | 
l 


NSIDER a ! 
LRIBIP Crea I SolviceIae | 


THE SOURCE FOR UP-TO-DATE, IN-DEPTH, RECRUITING REPORTS 


HANA 


THE RECRUITING REPORT 


PLACEKICKER 
ORLY GRAMATICA S10 165 tA BELLE. FL FLORIDA STE 
ATHLETES 
JUNIOR BRIGNAG 63 177 RESEDA CLEVELAND, CA WASHINGTON 
DEE BROWN 511 185 ALTAMONTE SPGS.LK, BRANTLEY, FL. SYRACUSE 
TELLIE EMERY 62 200 SYLACAUGA COMER, AL AUBURN 
RONNCY JENKINS 511 270 OXNARO HUENEME, CA BYU 
RIAL JOHNSON 63 225 EVERETT MARUNER, WA STANFORD 
TORY LINDSAY 62 185 DENVER JEFFERSON, CO OKLAHOMA STATE 
TAN SPRL 510 166 COLUMIBUA HAMMOND, MD VRGMA 
MARCUS SIGGERS 57 170 RCHAROSONLAKE HIGHLAND. TK COLORADO 
GARRETT WATEINS ss 2S CORAOPOLIS MOON. Ft PENN STATE 
ARRY WESTBROORS 63 25 ECCA RATONPOPE JOMN PALL. FL OHIO STATE 
Wire WCOOS 520 170 DEL C1TW. On OALAHOMA 
TOP 40 RECRUITING CLASSES 
1. OHIO STATE 21. BAYLOR 
2. PENN STATE 22. VIRGINIA 
3. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 23. AUBURN 
4, TENNESSEE 24. OKLAHOMA 
5. FLORIDA STATE 25. ARIZONA 
6. NOTRE DAME 26, VIRGINIA TECH 
7. FLORIDA 27. TEXAS A&M 
8. NEBRASKA 28. MARYLAND 
9. COLORADO 29. PITTSBURGH 
10. MICHIGAN 30. GEORGIA 
11. Lsu 31. MICHIGAN STATE 
12. GEORGIA TECH 32. BYU 
13. TEXAS 33. CALIFORNIA 
14. MIAMI 34. WISCONSIN 
15. OREGON 35. ALABAMA 
16. ILLINOIS 36. ARIZONA STATE 
17. WASHINGTON 37. HOUSTON 
18. ARKANSAS 38. CLEMSON 
19, UCLA 39, NORTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH CAROLINA STANFORD 


TOP 50 IN 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 


+ @ Quicy Cates 63 XI CECATUR SW DeAME GA GEORGA TEOH 

2 BRANZION SPOON 63 23 BURLINGTON WALLIAMS, NC NORTH CAROUNA 

3 8 CS EDWARDS 6 @ SANDERSVILLE WASH CO. GA GEORG TECH 

4 SHAWN MCCORMEL 60 17 DOTHAN NORTHVIEW, A FLORDA STATE 

5 ate tT tOUNER 6 165 DAYTONA BEACH MAIMED. FL CLEMSON 

6 (AWERANEUS COLES 62 15? JACKSONVILLE RBA, FL FLORIDA STSTE 

T RB THOMAS JONES 60 189 BIG STONE GAP-POWELL VALLEY, VA VIRGINA 

8B OATH «= WILLIE GAROHER 63 180 UVE OAK SUWANNEE, FL FLORICA STATE 

9 OLTE TERRY DRYANT 64 245 SAVANNAH JOHNSON, GA CLEMSON 

10 ATH = JON MUYRES 63 185 LILBURN PARKVIEW, GA GEORGIA TECH 

12° WR MARVIN MINNIS 61 = 165 MIAME NORTHWESTERN, FL FLORIDA STATE 

12. kK BILLY GRAMATICN 510 165 UA DELLE, FL FLORIDA STATE 

13% JEFIREY FGHER 63 275 COATESVILLE, MA NC, STATE 

24 QR OREVINCARTY rs) SOMERVILLE. NJ NORTH CAROLINA 

15 WADE OMAR CHEESBORO 63 175 MONTCLAIRIMIMACLE ATE, Ny MARYLAND 

6 WALS! PALMER 62 285 DAPHR PRNGS, 11 FLORIDA STATE 

27) Ck «= TARLOS CRANE 6 2 MONTICELLO AFFERSON CTY. FL FLORIDA STATE 

62 BRAD BARNES 7 275 YORKTOWN TABS, va veg 

39 (RB CAMONE BOONE 59 «175 SRINGERLO WEST SPRINGRELD VA MARYLAND 

2 RB WANNEZ GOOcH $10 170 JACASONVALE ED WHITE, FL ROMDA STATE 

2m DONALD HEAVEN 6s 2 CAROL CITY, FL RLOROA STATE 

2 ROLAND SEYMOUR 64 2481 NEW ORLEANS.ST, AUG. LA FLORIDA STATE 

23 (08 JASON SMALL 60 «180 LOS ANGELES WESTOMESTER. CA VIRGINA 

24 RB RASHON SAKES 513 205 MERIOAN, CT NC. STATE 

25 WR —-DEMITRIUS OOTSON 62 185 STATEN ISLAND CURTIS, NY VIRGINA 

26 «08 JOHNNY PONDER 62 185 JACKSONVILLE LEE, FL VIRGINIA 

27 JARAD MOON 65 265 PANAMA CITY Bay, FL FLORIDA STATE 

28 OL JERRY CARMICHAEL 64 9 275 PLANTATION, FL FLORIDA STATE 

29° ATH «TIM SPRUILL 510 165 COLUMBIA HAMMOND, Nt0 VIRGINA 

30 18 DYRON THWEATT 62 215 ETTRICKMATOACA, Va ViRGA 

31 TM HOWARD 65 (275 MODOLETOWN, fu MARYLAND 

2 Corin WORANT 62 223 HAMPTON BETHEL VA WRG 

3 98) MRA CAMPER, 4 155 BUFFALOCAPROLL. NY MARYLAND 

um RASHAD STREETS 63 MARLBORORIVEROALE EAAIST. UD NC. STATE 

35 We TROY TOLBENT 62 1% AUGUSTA JOSEY, GA GEORGA TECH 

’ JON WATHINS 62 233 PERTH AMBOY, Ny MARYLYO 

7 m6 AOR BAWUAM 62 20 WOOCEIROGE GARMELD, VA waores 

3 Ww TW BURGESS 63 25 CARY, NC NORTH CAFCUNA 

2 TOMMY POULLY 65 210 BALTIMORE OUNTAR, MD FLORIDA STATE 

om MAE HULL 65 20 HAGERSTOWN SOUTH, MO MARYLAND 

41 BRYNE MALONE 67 «240 FRISCO CITY, AL FLORIDA STATE 

42 JASON MeCAULEY 63 255 REY WEST, FL MARYLAND 
208 
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TERRY WITHERSPOON 
TIM TURNER 

TERENCE OLPREE 
LEWIS SANDERS 

MIKE ULUE 

BRETT BASQUIN 

MAL LAWYER 
RICHMOND FLOWERS, Ill 


DAMON LEWIS 
NATMANEL WEBSTER 
Quy HRs 
EDGER JAMES 
TM HASSELEACK 
MAE COOK 

TOMY ZIMMERMAN 
ROBERT ADAMS 
QUINTON SPoTwooD 
BEN KOPP 

IAN MoINTOSH 
VAUGHN SMITH 
SHAYNE GRAHAM 
ANDRE KENDRICK 
PEDAO GRIND 
DEMOND GESON 
CHOPPY ALLEN 
BRIAN STINSON 

A RLADES 
MARAG JACKSON 
WILBER VALDEZ 

KE (MEJETO 

WILL ALLEN 

CARL BRADLEY 
STEVE KELLY 

DEE BROWN 
AMIR DEW 

MIKE GUAZZO 
DANIEL FRANKS 
BRIAN MINEHART 
JEREMY KISBAUGH 
DONALD HAAS 
DAVE ROBBINS 
JAMES SUTTON 
ANTHONY MODGET 
LORENZO FERGUSON 
CUFF srg 
JOSEPH MECAEXS 
GREG MYERS 
NOKE PRIDGEN 
MAYNARD PETTUOHN 
JOSHUA REDOING 
RICHARD ALLARA 
CORY STORR 

PAUL PATH 
ROBERT LEWIS 
WAYNE HAMPTON 
WRK LLIN 
NATHAN KIRSY 
FRANK AUVERTO 


BIG TEN CONFERENCE 


COURTNEY BROWN 
ERIC JEFFERSON 
ANOY KATZENMOYER 
JEFFERSON MELLEY 
PLAWCO BURRESS 
MICHAEL WILEY 
MARQUES SULLIVAN 
RASHAPD CASEY 
JASON #APSNER 

Ne GOINGS 

GRADY BROS 

JOE DAWHONS 
TOMMY HENDRICKS at 
Gary BERRY 

BON DANE 

RLY BRAM 

JEFF BACKUS 

MIKE SOLWOLD 


20 
rs) 
220 
135 
m5 
190 
170 
185 


MONROE, NC 
COATESWALE. 7&8 
SEFPNER-ARMAONO, FL 
STATEN IS_-ST PETERS, NY 
RIVER RIDGE-CURTIS, LA 
UA BELLE, FL 

DERKLEY, SC 

VESTAVIA HILLS. AL 


TOP 50 IN 
BIG EAST CONFERENCE 


RBz 


$u 


Pe 
30 
335 
2 
1% 
735 
210 
220 
175 
295 
185 
275 


SPH SPRINGS. TK 
MAMENORTHAESTERY FL 
TAMPACATHOUC, FL 
MIVORALEE FL 
WESTWOOD yERaN, MA 
WALPOLE, MA 


WARRISON CTY PENN TRAFFORD, FA 


NARUNACAMPBELL, Wa 
ELIZABETH, N) 

NEW KENSINGTONVALLEY, PA 
CHESHIRE, CT 

OXON HILLINO'S, MD 
OUBLIN-PULASKI COUNTY, VA 
LYNCHBURGE C. GLASS, Va 
JERSEY COTY:St. PETER'S, NU 
PATISBURGH FEN HILLS. FA 
PASSA 

DELANO, FL 

PUNTATION, FL 

SRARON, FA 

MOBOREN, Sy 
WASHOUGTONCARROLL OC 
SYRACUSE CORCORAN, NY 
LYNCHBURGE.C. GLASS, VA 
BURLESON, TX 


ALTAMONTE SPGS-LK. BRANTLEY, FL 


TOMS RIVER.NORTH, NJ 
OAKLANDNOWAN HILLS, Nd 
BiG SPRING, TX 

BUTLER, Pa 

BERWICA Fa 


WASHINGTONH D. WOODSON. DC 


BERWICK, A 

MPAME SOUTHMRIOGE, FL 
CLEWISTON, A 
CHESPUME BRANCH, vA 


WORCESTER ST PETER MARION. MA 


UAREHURST MANCHESTER, Ny 
MOUNTAIN TOP, Ft 
HYATTSVILLE DEMATHA, MO 
WEST ROXBURY, MA 
HANOVER, PA 

MATEWAN, WY 

MIAMUAILUN, FL 

NEW BRIGHTON, AA 
WARWICK, NY 

PALASBORO, 2 


COLUMBUS WALNUT PADGE. OH 


PARRERSBURG, WY 
MEDGESVALE, We 


TOP 50 IN 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 


MONCKS CORNERMACEDONIA, SC 


SHREVEPORT EVANGEL, LA 
WESTERVILLE SOUTH, OH 
CINCINNATICOLERAIN, OH 


VIRGINA BEACHGREEN RUN, VA 
SPRING VALLEY MONTE VISTA. CA 


CHICAGO FENWICK, ih 
MORON NY 

EDEN PRARE. 1% 
CVBLN SO0°0. OH 
CALLASUINCOLN, TH 
MACRENSACA NY 

ALDINE EISENHOWER, TX 
COLUMBUS COSALES On 
PINE HILL OVEREROOK, NU 
BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH, MO 
NORCROSS, GA 
ARROWHEAD, Wi 


CEMsON 

NC STATE 
Ouxe 
MARYLAND 
GEORGIA TECH 
GEORGIA TECH 
CLEMSON 
DUKE 


por) 

wean 

BOSTON COLEGE 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
PATTSBURGH 
VIRGINIA TECH 
SYRACUSE 
PITTSBURGH 
SYRACUSE 
SYRACUSE 
VIRGINA TECH 
VIRGINIA TECH 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
PTSBURGH 

aT 


SYRACUSE 
SYRACUSE 
VIRGINIA TECH 
MIAML 

SYRACUSE 
PITTSBURGH 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
MUM) 
PITTSBURGH 
VIRGINA TECH 
ViRGMA TECH 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
Me 

VRGIGA TECH 
WRG TEC 
SYRACUSE 
BOSTON COKLEGE 
VIRGINA TECH 
RUTGERS 
SYRACUSE 
VIRGINEA TECH 
WEST VIRGINIA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
PITTSBURGH 
SYRACUSE 
RUTGERS 

WEST ViRGHAA 
PITTSBLAGH 
WEST ViFGred 


PENN STATE 
HLUNOIS 
OHIO STATE 
OHIO STATE 
MICHIGAN STATE 
OraO STATE 
ALORS 
PENN STATE 
MESHIGAN 
Orso Stave 
MIOUGAN 
POW Stare 
MONG 
OM STATE 
WISCONSIN 
ows 
MICHIGAN 
WISCONSIN 


1996 
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FAR, AAEFORD 
PAUL TANNOUS. 
JERRY WESTBROOKS 
MIKE BURDEN 
JOEL GHIBOWSHI 
OAVID BOSTON 
CULLEN BRYANT, JR 
SEDRICK IRVIN 
STEVE HUTCHINSON 
MARC WELMEYER 
PARIS LONG 
NEHEMUM MINOR 
THCUS PETTIGREW 
YUSUF SHAR 
ROGARIE SMITH 
ERC STUROWEN 
DARIK WARNAE 
SHADIICK WASHINGTON 
GARRETT WATKINS: 
NAIL OIGGS 

MAG MORRISON, 
MARCUS PEREZ 
OAVE BRANDT 
MAN BELL 
LOAUNORE BROWN 
JERRY DORON 
DAVE SUCURA 
KURT MURPHY 
MAKE GURR 
JAVIER COLLINS 
JAN MLLER 

SAIP MILLER 
AARON GATTEN 


EAH BURKINS 
ODELL JAMES 
RALPH BROWN, tl 
TYSON WILSON 
ROBERT POLLARD 
DEANGELO EVANS 
CHRIS VALLETTA 
BRANOON DANIELS 
CEDRIC WOODARD 
EDOMICA BROOKS 
ESSE WARREN 
WEL COOOLOE 
STEVE WKLAMS 
OARREN Davis 
RICHARD LAND 
BUBEA ALEXANDER 
CORNELIUS BURTON 
GREG ROBINSON 
DENISHO COOK 
JR EOWARDS: 
MIKE WOODS 
GEORGE GUIDRY 
CASEY HAMPTON 
DARRELL BUSH 
TOMY ELLIS 
MARCUS STIGGERS, 
STEVE WARREN 


SSLTHRESLSRLLAL 
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20 


ot) 


MARTINSVALLE. 0% 

CY CREEK Tx 

BOCA RATON POPE JOHN PALL, FL 
PALATINE, ih 

‘SCHOFIELD EVEREST, Wi 
HUMBLE, 7X 

GERMANTOWN HOUSTON, TN 
MIAMI, FL 

CORAL SPRINGS, FL 
WESTERVILLE SOUTH, OH 
COLUMBUS BEECHCROFT, OM 
DETRONPERSHING. Me 
CLEMMONS WEST FORSYTH, NC 
TALLANASSEE-UINTOLN, FL 
FUNT.NORTHERN, Ma 
RICHMOND HUGUENOT, VA 
‘STOW WALSH JESUIT, OM 
MULWAUREE VINCET, Wi 
CORAOPOLIS MOON TWP, Fa 
LOS ANGELES. DORSEY, CA 
PORT ORCHARDS. KITSAP, WA 
MEDINA, OF 

/EASOR, No 


TOP 50 IN 
BIG Laienga CONFERENCE 
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FORT ARTHUR JEFFERSON, TX 
ALDINE McARTHUR, TX 

(A PUENTE BISHOP AMAT, CA 
DALLAS KIMBALL, TX 
ORANGE PARK, FL 


LAMARQUE, TX 
STILLWATER, O— 

UNCOLN SOUTHEAST, NE 
DEL CITY, OK 

LAKE CHARLES WASH MARION, LA 
GAVESTONBALL, Tr 
SERSEY VALAGE. TX 
BROWNSVILLE 4A, TH 
RROHAROSONLAKE HIGHLAND, TH 
SPRINGELD- CAPO, MO 
GAENDALE CACTUS, AZ 
RANCHO BUENA VISTA, CA 
PAPILUION, NE 

HOOKS, TX 

ANANEIM ESPERANZA, CA 
SAN OLEGOPT. LOMA, CA 
ROUND ROCK, TX 
BAYTOWN LEE. Tx 
SULPHUR, LA 
INGLEWOOO, CA 
HOUSTON JONES, TX 
MONROEVILLE, LA 
WENTZVILLE, MO. 

EMD, On 

MOORE, OK 

OLATHE NORTH, KS 
BOVLOER, CO 

BOULDER FAIRVIEW, CO 
PAPILLIONLA VISTA, NE 
DENVER IEFFERSON, CO 
PLANO EAST, Tx 
BERPELEY, CA 
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KENNETH DAVIS 
JEROME KING. 
MARCUS SANDERS, 
DAMIEN OODSON 
KETRIG SANFORD 
CHRIS ANDERSON 
WAN MENORICKSON 
SHEDOROK BLACAMON 
RENTON EVANS 
TEOPRO RELY 
ANTHONY BONNER 
RASHAD HOLMAN 
COREY BRADSHAW 
DERRICK KENNEDY 
MARCUS SMITH 
BERNARD ROBERTSON 
JEFF MeCOOL 
JOE O'SHAUGNESSY 
JERFOAN JAMES 
MATT Sexton 
stil BvD 
TONY BELLAMY 
YEASIVE WARE 
MIKE KNEPPER 
CORY GREEN 
JOSH LOVELADY 
TY TRAHAN 
MoE TURNER 
JASON Monn EY 
COREY CRuME 
ERC Scott 
Epc scott 
TENA CHARASIAR 
DeWayne TAYLOR 
OWN ha 
SCOTT REGIMBALD 
ZA1D HOUSTON 
KEVIN CUTTRELL 
TODD OWEN 
NOEL FLLS 
WILUAM RIELOS 
CRAG GOTCHER 
BRAD McFARLAND 
AUSTIN OOELL 
DENESON ROBSON 
<eTCH MOUTON 
JERRY PHELPS 
TERRANCE PARISH 
GERALD MUMFORD 
JAMIE JOKES 


TRAVIS CLARIDGE 
LACOREY COLLINS 
PENH PARES 
STAN GUYNESS 
CHERS CLAIBORNE 
RYAN REALY 

MIKE WAN RAAPHORST 
TED IACENDA 
OURELL PRICE 
TONY HARTLEY 
ENNIS DAVIS 
ORTEGE JENKINS 
STEVE COUGHLIN 
A. JAY SOWARD 
CURTIS WILLIAMS 
CHAD WARD 
LEON CALLEN 
AA FEELEY 
FAEAESMA MAILO 
RASHAAN DAVIS 
TJ, JACKSON 
JOSHUA WEBS 
MICAN WEBB 
DAMUAN ALLEN 
MANUEL AUSTIN 
JASON BELL 
GABE CRECON 
0Avi0 GBSON 


TOP 50 FOR 
CONFERENCE USA 
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HOUSTON WASHINGTON, TX 
WEST MONROE, LA 
MESQUITE, TX 

MEMPHIS WESTWOOD, TN 
CORSICANA, TX 
MARREROEHRET, LA 
APLUNGTON MARTIN, TX 
PENSACOLA ESCAVBIA, FL 
MEMPHIS WESTWOOD, TN 
MEMPHOS CENTRAL, TN 
LOUSWILLECENTRAL KY 
LOUISVILLE MALE. KY 
MESQUITE, TX 

BOWLING GREEN, KY 
DALLASCARTER, Th 

NEW ORLEANS MARR, LA 
PALATKA, FL 

COLUMBUS WAITERSON, OH 
GALVESTON GALL Tx 
FERGUSON SOUTHWESTERN, KY 
LOUSVALLEOOSS. KY 
MELBOURNE EAU GALLE. FL 
EUFAULA, AL 

GARLAND, Tx 


JACKSON CALLAWAY, MS 
LAUREL NORTHEAST, MS: 


TOP 50 IN 
PACIFIC-10 CONFERENCE 
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FT. VANCOUVER, Wa 
OAALAND SAYUNE. CA 
SACRAMENTO VALLEY, C8 
105 AAMITOS. CA 
BVERSIOE NORTH, CA 
PHOLMIL SUNT MARYLAND S. a2 
LA MESArELIN CA 
NEWHALL MART, CA 
‘SYUMAR, CA 

LOS ALAMITOS, CA 
RESEDA, CA 

LONG DEACH JORDAN, CA 


THE RECRUITING REPORT 


2 O JEL SuGG 66 260 AVINE, CA SOUTHERN CAUFORNA 4 QB CHRIS SANDERS B1 205 «ROWER MOLNOMARCUS, TX SMU 
30 DB COREY HENDERSON G1 190 MARREROEHRET, LA ARIZONA 5 06 REGGIE HUNT 60 195 DENSON. TA Tou 
31 OL NIKE WHITCANACK 66 275 SARATOGA, CA SOUTHERN CALIFORNA 5 RB MARTY GRAHAM 59 180 TORREY PINES, CA SAN SXEGO ST. 
32 QB DYLAN AQUINO 62 200 —LOS ALTOS. CA UCLA 7 QB —_ DARNELL ARCENEUX 63 180 RONOLULL-ST LOUIS, HI UTAH 
33° DELB THABET LocaMaRT 63 285 OAKLAND FREMONT, CA CALIFORNIA 8 ATH RONNEY JENKINS S11 170 ——_OXNARDHUENEME. GA Byu 
34 RO MEITH BROWN 60 205 PHOENIX MT. POUNT. AZ UCLA 9 RB _AKKAAR MOSES S11 230 LONG BEACH POLY, CA FRESNO STATE 
35 OLOL SAM BENNER 64 245 SANTA PAULAST. BONAVENTURE, CA. STANFORD 10 RB JONATHAN FRYER 521 175 SANANTONIOEAST CENTRAL, TX NEW MEXICO 
36 «= MATT FRAIZE 64 270 SANTA ROSANEWWAN CA WASHINGTON 11 DL BLAINE SAIPAIA 62 275 ——OANARD-CHANNEL ISLAND. CA COLORADO STATE 
37 DE RIAL JOHNSON 63 225 EVERETT MARINER, WA STANFORO 42 $5 SHANNON BRAZZIELE 50 205 = LEWISWIKLE, Tx Tev 
38 DE ——_ERENIAM PARKER 65 250 RICHMOND DeANZA, CA CALIFORNIA 13 KB JASPER ARMSTRONG 62 225 ——_AURORAEAGLECREST. CO COLORADO STATE 
39 1B SMAMEED SHAMSUDDIN =» «63-235 LOS ANGELESVERBLM DEC’ SOUTHERN CALIFORNA 12 DL HANS OLSEN 64 262 WEISER, 10 By 
40 OLOL PAT SMITH 65 270 LAMESAHELIK. CA SOUTHERN CAUFORIEA 18 OL = OHNMONA B7 255 «——_CARROLTONS\ETH, TR ayy 
41 (8 JASON STEEN 62 210 GARDENASERRA CA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 26 RB ROONICK PHLLIFS 60 200 —GALVESTONOCONNELLIN sv 
42 LB —_ANSEUMO ZANANO 62 220 = FONTANA CA ucts 17 0B JAMARCUS POWERS S10 165 —LAMMAQUE. TA Tey 
$3 NG —_DARCEY AFUYAl 62 280 OGDEN BONNEVILLE. UT OREGON 18 QB JAY STONER 62 195 COLORADO SPRINGSAMTCHELL. CO WYOMING 
44 WRDG TROY GARNER 62 189 SHERMAN OAKSNOTRE DAME, CA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 19 QB —CLOXS TAYLOR 62 200 DALLAS SPRUCE. Tx sw 
45 LB STEPHEN TREO 63 230 —_CASAGRANDE, AZ ARIZONA STATE 20 RB —_LYOELL BURSTON S11 175 SAN DIEGOMORSE. CA SAN DIEGO ST 
46 ATH JUNIOR BRIGNAG 63 177 —_-RESEDACLEVELAND, CA WASHINGTON 2t ATH RANDY BLACK 60 180 ——_LAS VEGASCLARK, NV uN 
47 RB JASON COOPER S12 210 OAKLANDSKYLINE, CA OREGON 22 WR NIN BURNS 510 180 COVINA. CA utal 
48 QB TERRY HESS 62 185 —_TEMISCAL CYN, CA CALIFORNIA 23 98 — TYGRAYSON 61 180 ——_-FRESNOEDISON, CA FRESNO STATE 
49 RBLB MAURICE SHAW 61 205 ——SACRAMENTOELCAMNO.CA WASHINGTON 28 RB ELZIE JOHNSON Sit 180 CROSBY, TX ule 
50 OL DOMINIC DASTE 64 305 ——_LAVERNE;DAMIEN. CA WASHINGTON 75 OL JON SAMUELSON 65 285 CONROE MCLLLOUGH, Tx NEW MEXICO 
ZE OL SHANNON PETERSON 68 260 ADAIR, OK TULSA 
27 RBOB _J* SHARLON JONES 59 180 GARLAND SKYLINE, CA COLORADO STATE 
28 RE AEVIN ISHAM 62 235 FREDERICK. OK TULSA 
TOP 50 IN 23 ATH OE HARRIS S10 175 LAKEWOOD. CA SAN DIEGO St. 
3 OO BENARCHIEND 65 280 —SEASIOE..OF BY 
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 3 LOL ASTNGORMOAY = 8226S THORTUN NORCO. C0 covonton state 
32 WR TERRANCE EROWN G1 176 ~~ MENLOATHERTO, CA FRESNO STATE 
1 QB TIN COUCH 65 210 HYDENLESUECO, KY KENTUCKY 93 OL JEFF ERMLEBEN 65 270 © ROLLINGILLSPENISULA,CA = SMU 
2 RB PATRICK PASS 60 205 «TUCKER. GA GEORGIA 34 RB ANY ORD G1 190 LA JOLLATORREY PINES, CA ays 
3 08 —_ DWAYNE GoonRICK 60 177 OAK LAWAVRICHARDS, I. TENNESSEE 35 FBLB BROCK DIEDIKER 63 225 ——_NEWALIRY PARK, CA BYU 
4 Te RUFUS FRENCH 65 228 = AMORY, MS MississiPet 26 LB BRANT DIEDKER 62 215 NEWBURY PAAK, CA BYU 
5 0B ROLAND BAILEY G1 172 FOLASTONCHARLTONCO.,G’ GEORGIA 37 LB QUINCY LUNFoRD 63 210 © BRAZOSWOOD, 1x Tou 
6 GDB DAYMON CARROLL S12 180 NORRISTOWN, PA FLORIOA 38 WRDB TAIRQU SMITH 5B 160 INGLEWOOD, CA SAN DIEGO ST 
7 OL —_ALCENDER sAcKSON 64 310 MOSS POINT, MS isu 39 OL KEVIN HUGHES 66 300 ——_DENVERHERITAGE, CO WYOMING 
8 OL —_THADOEUS BULLARD 65 287 «LIVE OAK SUWANNEE, FL FLORIO 49° LBFB MARQUES ROBINSON 60 195 INGLEWOOD, CA uNty 
3 RB VERNON MAXWELL 63 205 © MADWEST CITY. OK TENNESSEE 42 Ok MATT VALERY 64 280 STOCKTON UNCON, CA FRESNO STATE 
10 PKP COURTNEY LEAT 60 220 GERMANTOWN, TN SOUTH CAROUNA 4218 MAUGAKKA TUTELE 63 225 SAN EERNAROINOPACIRG. CR_CCLORADO STATE 
tt RB CECA COLUNS 510 200 LEESWRLE. LA isu 43 DLOL CHRIS WATHINS 63 23 GABERTHNGHLAND, AZ ay 
12 9G TAMALRICE MMRTIN 3 190 MOBILEWRLIAMSON, AL TENNESSEE rr MATT WARO G4 210 ——_LavERNEDANDEN, CA uy 
13 DE = SHAUN FLUS 65 250 —_-ANDERSONWESTSIOE. Sc TENNESSEE 35 1B LAA MALAAT 61 220 LOS ANGELES OORSEY. ca Hen 
14 DBWR GERALD GRIFFIN 62 170 © MURFREESSORORNVERDALE, TN TENNESSEE 35 DE SHAUN HASUP 510 180 PASADENA, CA un 
15 DL KENNY SMITH 67 265 ——_STEVENSONN, JACKSON, AL ALABAMA 47 OLOL JUSTIN CONWAY 62 250 ——- MODESTO-OMNIS, CA umy 
16 TE —OWIGHT EDGE 65 220 APOPKA. FL FLORIOA 48° OL FRANK ALVAREZ 6S 280 LOS ANGELES BANNING, CA COLORADO STATE 
17 WR JERMALE KELLY 62 170 GREENVILLE BEREA, se SOUTH CAROLINA 49° RB PAUL NOURAFAK 62 206 PEORIA. AZ WYOMING 
18 DL MARCUS STROUD 66 290 QUITMAN BROOKS Co,, GA GEORGIA 50 TE CHRIS ALEX 64 240 FONTANA, CA FRESNO STATE 
19 OL ZAC ZEDALIS 64 280 ALACHUASANTA FE. RL FLORIDA 
20 ATH RYAN SUITH 63 208 = TATUM. x ARKANSAS 
22 DE DERRICK CHAMBERS 64 238 BURNS. NC FLORIDA 
22 ATH TELUE EMBERY 62 200 © SYLACAUGACOMER, At AUBURN 
23 WR DAVID HILL 63 188 EUFAULAL AL AUBURN 
28 DE BUCK GUREY 64 236 TALLAMASSEE GOOEY. RL FORDE 
25. WR TI BOWENS 62 196 HILLENJROOKS, AL ALABAMA 
26 Qe «BEN LEARD 64 215 ——_HARTWELLHART.CO., GA auBueN 
27 LB DARRELL OWENS 60 215 «——_JACKSONPROVINE. US FLORIO 
28 OL —_JOMNNY MITCHELL 65 280 ©—_«MARRERO-EWRET, LA tsu 
29 OLOL COLIN SEARS 64 280 «RUSSELLVILLE, AL AUBURN 
31 OLOL TOBY CHAMPION 65 285 HUMBOKT, TH TENNESSEE 
30 OL NIKI TAYLOR 63 270 —_BARNWELL, SC SOUTH CAROLINA 
32 08 —_DEREK EDMONDS 510 180 TAMPAHILLSBOROUGH, FL TENNESSEE 
33% ——_DAVIO LEAVERTON 64 200 = MIOLANO,IX TENNESSEE 
34 D8 CORY ROBINSON 511 180 TUCKER. GA GEORGIA 
35 18 ANDRE OFRNG 63 228 = HOUSTON. Tx SOUTH CAROUNA 
36 LOL BRENT MUELLER 64 255 ——_FAIRFAXROBNSON SECONDARY.VA AUSURN 
37 08 DOUG OHNSON B4 195 GAINESVRLEBUCHOW. RL FLORIDA 
38 08 «= MME USRY 64 209 TAWAMASSEE-NRL. CHRIST. GEORGIA 
39 DLO AWE CARTER G4 285 ——PHILADELPHIANESHOBACENT..MS ALABAMA 
40 FB JACOB BUSH 60 230 ©—_JACKSONVILLEFIRST COAST, AL—_SOUTH CAROLINA 
41 OL —_DERRION YATES 57 235. HOUSTONWASHINGTON, Tx usu 
42° WR MICHAEL WILLIAMS 60 180 © BASTROR.LA ARKANSAS 
43 OL CECI CALOWELL 63 250 NEWBERRY, SC SOUTH CAROLINA 
4% LORE JEFF CHANEY 61 210 LAKE WALES, FL SOUTH CAROLINA 
45 (8 ROBBY STATEN 60 240 PEARL, MS ALABAMA 
46 LB RAYNOCH THOMPSON 63 212 —_NEWORLEANSST. AUGUSTINE, LA. TENNESSEE 
47 DL ANTHONY OVERSTREET 632 235° ~——_ATLANTADOUGLASS, GA SOUTH CAROLINA 
$8 Re CHRYS CHUKWWUMA 62 215 MONTGONERYAANIER. AL ARKANSAS 
49 1B BRANDON MATTHEWS 53 240 ——_NEW ORLEANS CARVER, LA iu 
50 18 CARLTON, BEMEY St 240 CAPROALION, GA ARHANSAS 
1 QB KEMIN FETERIK 62 195 LOS ALAMITOS. CA ByU 
2 RBOB WILL SNOWDEN 511 200 BOULDER, CO Byu 
3 QB BRETT ENGEMANN 64 220 © PROVOTIMPVIEW, UT ByY 


210 ATHLON FooTBait 1996 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
TOP BLUE CHIPS IN NORTHEAST 


QUARTERBACKS 
DAW Buus 

Mat Geroosz 
EFF PESCE 

MADE WEUAMS 
BRAN WILSON 
RUNNING BACKS 
LAVRAR ARRINGTON 
KEVIN BARLOW 
ANTHONY BOGAN 
COREY BROWN 
MARCUS COLES 
CAPLOS DANIELS 
SEAN FISHER 

NILES GERRY 
DARRELL GLOVER 
KENNY HARRIS. 
HAROLD JACKSON 
ISSAC JACKSON 
MIKE LEWIS 

NICK MARTIN 

RICK MENOENHALL 
JAMES MUNGRO 
JASON MURRAY 
DAMON RAY 

KEVIN SINCLAIR 
VICTOR STRADER 
TERRY STRICKLAND 
LOFTON THOMPSON 
‘STAN WILLS, 
‘STEVEN WILLIAMS 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
WUUSATILE 

LEE CARMICHAEL 
SPEMY COOPER 
ONE ONS 
SALEEM OEBMAN 
DUSHAWN DORSEY 
OELRICO FLETCHER 
ED GIOOINGS 
CHRIS HARRIS 
QUETNTON HARRIS 
NATHTIA JACKSON 
JANE, JACOBS. 

JEFF LOWE 

RICK MOORE 

KYLE PITTS 
TIGHT ENDS 
JASON CiPOT 
RAYMOND FEAMSTER 
JEFF GROSS 
BILUNOISY HAGAN 
OWIGHT MACETTE 


Su 
$10 
$1 


67 


PRE 


63 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


JOHN ANERN 
MARTIN BIBLA 
JASON BISSON 
MIKE CALLAHAN 
NICK CANNON 
JORDAN CARUSO 
TOM COURY 
ANTHONY DARROW 
MATT DEAMARES, 
EFF HINSON 
LEE HUNTER 
RANDY JOHNSON 
MIKE JUUIAND 
JOWN AUSHMEK 
THM MiCGOWIN, 
WAREEM MCKENZIE 
JOSH MITCHELL 
TOOO MOSS 
UFONA PELE 
BRIAN RATICA 
KERCARE ROBERTSON 
TM SAMPLE 
MARTY WENSEL 
DUANE WOODALL 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


JOE HAYES 

RON HEADON 
DERRICK JONES 
DAMIEN MALLERY 


Z2S2 


270 


#2 
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VALLEY VIEW, PA 
PRWUNG, NY 
ELIZABETH, NJ 
BUFFALO-ST. JOSEPH'S. NY 


WILKES BARRE G.A.R. MEMPHIS, PA 
CONCOROSVILLINOISEGLEN MILLINOISS, PA 


JERSEY CITY-UNCOLN, NI 
‘SCITUATE, MA 

YAROLEY PENNSBURY, FA 
EAST STROUCSBURG. PA 
BELLE VERNON, PA 
MOORESTOWN, NY 

OCEAN CITY, NY 
PITTSBURGH PENN HILLS, PA 
PROVIDENCE, Ri 


PENNSAUKEN BISHOP EUSTACE, NJ 
PATERSON KENNEDY, NJ 


NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 
PHILADELPHIA MASTBAUM, PA 
NEWTOWN COUNCIL ROCK, PA 
GLOUCESTER CITY, NI 

NEW BEDFORD, MA 


ROCHESTER ATHENA, NY 
CRESTWOOD, PA 
UPPER ST. CUR, PA 
BELMONT HILLINOISS, MA 
NEW CASTLE, PA 

MEDFORD LAKES-SHAWNEE. Nj 
NATRONA HTSHIGHLANDS, PA 
SYRACUSE FOWLER, NY 
LOWELL, MA 
MEDFOROLENWPE, NU 
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA 
PATERSON KENNEDY, 8 
PASSAIC VALLEY, fa 
PENNSAUKEN, NJ 

TOMS RIVERNORTH, Ny 
WILUNGBORO, NU 
BUCHUINGHAMC. BUCKS EAST. Fa 
DAREN. CT 

CHERRY HELLSEAST. NY 
GREATER LATROBE, Pa 
BUFFALOCLEVELAND, NY 
FALMOUTH, MA 

NORTHERN LEWIGH, Pt 
BALOWINSVILLE, NY 


MT. HOLLY. RANCOCAS VALLEY, NJ 
CAMDEN WILSON, NJ 


RAVON ANDERSON 
MARCUS BATTLE 
RON ISRAEL 
OENNES MARTIN 
TODO PATTERSON 
MALCOM SINGLETON 
JOVAN SMITH 
MICAH WILLIAMS 
CORY WIRE 
PLACEKICKERS 
JOE RHODES 
WOJTEK SZLEZAK 
ATHLETES 
MoKE BYNUM 
DONNTO PATRICK 


TOP BLUE 


CHIPS IN ATLANTIC COAST 


215 


205 
378 


MATIGNON, MA 
MEDFORD LAKES SHAWNEE. Ni 
NEWARK, fu 


NEWTONNORTH, MA 
PITTSBURGH PENN POLLS, Fat 
IRVINGTON NI 
BERWICK, 74 
FOXBORO, MA 

MARS, PA 

ELIZABETH, NJ 


HOBOKEN, Ny 

NORTH BERGEN, N) 
ADDON HDGHTS. Ny 
ANGOLALAKE SHORE, NY 
JERSEY CITY OCKINSON, 10 
NEWARK BARRINGER, Ni) 
SHEA, RI 

ORANGE, Ni 

CAMP HILLSCEOAR CLIFF, PA 


HIGHLAND REGIONAL, NJ 
OLD BRIDGE, Ny 


LANCASTER MOCAIFEY, FA 
BURLINGTON CITY, Ni 


NICKELSVILLE TWIN SPRINGS, VA 
OUBLINPULASH CO, VA 

oc 
ORANGEBURG WILINSON, SC 
DURHAM SOUTHERN DURHAM. NC 
WASHINGTON DUNGAR. DC 
GAMBRALSARUNOEL, MO 
WOODSERRY FOREST, VA 
SPENCER.NORTH ROWAN, NC 
ALEXANDRIA EDISON, VA 
DAMASCUS, MOD 
ALEXANDRIA WEST POTOMAC, VA 


CAMEL. SC 

BOONVILLE STARMOUNT, NC 
GREER, SC 

COLUMBIA OAKLAND MILLS. MD 
BALTIMORE DUNBAR, MD 
CHESNEE, SC 

WALDORF-STONE, MO 
WASHINGTON DUNBAR, OC 
SANOY SPRINGS. SHERWOOD, MD 
CUFTON CENTREVILLE VA 
BLUEFIELD, WV 

SUITLAND, MO 

COLUMBIA WILDE LAKE, MO 
WASHINGTON EASTERN, DC 
CHARLOTTE CATHOLIC, NC 
ROANOKE CATHOLIC, VA 

KING GEORGE, WA 

MAIDEN, NC 

GREENSBOROW. GUILFORD, NC 
HAMBLETON TUCKER CO., WV 
GAFFNEY, St 


CLEMMONS 0 FORSYTHE, NC 
LAMAR, SC 
WASHES TON CAROOIO. OC 
PORTSMOUTH.NORCOM, VA 
DARUNGTON, SC 

CHARLOTTE W. CHARLOTTE, NC 
CHESAPEAKE WESTERN BRANCH. VA 


UA PUTA, MO 
LAURENS, SC 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


ERIC JAMES 63 
NATE KRILLIS 67 
RYAN WINGROVE 4 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
MICHAEL COLLINS 66 
TODO DAVIS 65 
Bin DYER 65 
TM FALLS 64 
CAVE GARNETT 4 
JOEL HOW INGTON 63 
JOSH LAWSON 66 
TOMMIE LORUM 66 
KEN LYTLE 65 
JASON McFEASTERS 64 
NEELY PAGE 64 
DAVID PUGH 63 
JAMAL REED 62 
COREY WATTS 64 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
CHUCK ALSTON 65 
HOMER BUTCHER 65 
DAWANT FLADGER 65 
ISSAG JOHNSON 63 
CLEVELAND PINCANEY 62 
JAMAL REYNOLDS 64 
TYRONE ROBERTSON 64 
JUWUANE SANORIDGE 62 
BUDDY YOUNG 64 
LINEBACKERS 

Q'CONNER ANDERSON 62 
BEN BACOT 61 
GEORGE BROWN et 
WAN BUTLER 61 
BRANDON CAIN 62 
PEANELL GRIFFIN, 63 
AMM JACKSON 60 
DeANGELO LLOYD 66 
JIMMY PARKER 64 
DEVON SIMMONS 50 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
WALE BENNETT $6 
SURON BRYAN 60 
AHARY DARLINGTON 60 
JAMIN ELLIOTT Sil 
KEVIN ELROD 60 
TONY JACKSON 62 
GARNETT McDANIEL 61 
MIKE McILRAVY 62 
CHRIS MOSS $41 
OMAR OWENS 60 
QUINARD REED 60 
ATHLETES 

JAMES BOYD 6. 
ANATHAN GIBSON Sit 
DARYL WALTON St 


TOP BLUE CHIPS IN SOUTHEAST 


QUARTERBACKS 

JEFFREY AARON 62 
KEITH COTTRELL 63 
ROHAN DAVEY 63 
MATT HOWARD 64 
KENNY RELLY 63 
ROMARO MILLER 62 
JASON STANRIOGE 64 
RUNNING BACKS 
DEMONTRAY CARTER Siu 
BRIAN COLE 58 
ADAM COX 64 
TONY DRIVER 63 
TANNY FLOWERS: 58 
AUDRELL GRACE S11 
DEREA HOMER. Sit 
KEVIN JONES $10 
MAXFIELD JOSEPH 60 
JAMAL LEWIS 63 
ADRIAN PETERSON $10 
RON ROBINSON 63 
NICK ROGERS &2 
JASPER SANAS, 63 
JEROME SMITH 62 
TRAWIS STEVENS 510 
ANTONEYO WILUANS 60 
212 


180 
178 


WASHINGTON ANACOSTIA, DC 
MCLEAN, VA 
PARMERSBERG-SOUTH, WV 


HICKORY, NC 

UNION, SC 

BALTIMORE-MT. ST. JOSEPH, NO 
OAMASCUS, MD 
GAITHERSBURG, MD 
CLENDENINHOOVER, WY 
WOODBRIDGE-GAR FIELD, VA 
WASHINGTON-DUNBAR, OC 
OXON HILLPOTOMAC, MD 
CARY, NC 

AIKEN, SC 

AMHERST, VA 

WASHINGTON ANACOSTIA, DC 
LAURENS, SC 


CAPITOL HEIGHTS CENTRAL, MO 
LOGAN. WY 

MULLINS, SC 

BLADENSBURG, MO 

SUMTER, SC 

AIKEN, SC 

G WASHINGTON, VA 

ST JAMES. MD 

GLOUCESTER, VA 


WASHINGTON SPINGARN, OC 
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
LYNCHBURGE.C. GLASS. V4 
WEST POTOMAC, VA 

WINSTON SALEM REYNOLDS, NC 
WILLAMSTON, NC 

AMHERST, VA 
CHARLOTTENDEPENDENCE, NC 
MOUNT HOPE, WV 

HIGHLAND SPRINGS, VA 


WASHINGTON-WOODSON, DC 
GREAT MRLLS, MO 

OOVER, SE 
PORTSMOUTH-CHURCHLAND. VA 
LEE DAVIS, VA 

COLUMBIAWILOE LAKE, MD 
AYNCHBURGE.C. GLASS, VA 
VIRGINIA BEACH COX, V4 

ST. ALBANS. WV 

OXON HILL. MD 
WASHINGTONPHELPS CAREER, DC 


CHESAPEAKE DEEP CREEK, VA 
SENECA, SC 
CHESAPEAKEWESTERN BRANCH, VA 


MONTGOMERY-DAMIS, AL 
ORLANDO-BOONE, FL 
WIALEAH-MIAMI LAKES, FL 
St, AUGUSTINE. NEASE, FL 
TAMPA CATHOUC, FL 
SHANNON, MS 
WEWITT-TRUSSVILLE, AL 


PENSACOLA, FL 

MERIDIAN, MS. 
JASPER-WALKER, AL 
LOUISVILLEMALE, KY 
STARAVALE, MS 
SYWWANASCREVEN CO., G& 
FT KNOX KY 
BATESVILLES, PANOLA, MS 
ORLANDO-OAX RIDGE, FL 
ATLANTA-DOUGLASS, GA 
ALACHUA SANTA FE, FL 
FRANKLIN CO.. KY 
ATUANTAST. PIUS. GA 
COLUMBUS.CARVER, GA 
WSSIMMEE-POINCIANA, FL 
CLARASVILLE-NORTHEAST, TW 
TUSCALOOSACENTRAL AL 


MELSAY WILLIAMS 61 
STEPHEN WOODS 60 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
HERMAN BANKS 60 
JAMES BURROUGHS 63 
KENNY COOK 58 
RASHEED GOLDEN 510 
CHARLES HAFLEY 63 
KENYON MAMBRICA 62 
BRIAN HAUGABROOK 62 
CARLO HEARD 64 
ORLANDO IGLESIAS 62 
OARRELL JACKSON 61 
RASHOD JONES. 60 
SHALANDO JONES 62 
CARLOS SPIKES 61 
VINNIE SUTHERLAND 510 
EDDIE WILUAMS 64 
SURMANORAE WILLIAMS 58 
TIGHT ENDS 
ANTONSO DAVIS 63 
MARVIN DAVIS 66 
CURT MeGiL 64 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
BRAXTON ANDERSON 65 
RONALD BOLDIN 66 
COSEY COLEMAN 66 
WILUE COMERFELD 65 
DARRYL DUPREE 63 
DAMIEN GRIFFIN 63 
DeCOURYE HAMPTON 67 
TAM HOPKINS 65 
TERRENCE METCALF 64 
ERMC STRANGE 65 
FRED WEARY 65 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
MUSKINGUM BARNES 62 
DE-TE ORLANDO DANTZLER 64 
OORSETT DAVIS 66 
CHAB.EON DORSEY 66 
KENNARD ELLIS 64 
SAM MATTHEWS 65 
SHAWN McCOY 63 
MELVIN RICHEY 64 
KENNY SMITH 64 
KEVIN THOMAS 67 
GERARD WARREN, 63 
JOSH WELDON 64 
LINEBACKERS 
CORTEZ ALLEN 61 
TRAVIS CARROLL 64 
BRYANT CHERRY 62 
HEWN DANSBY 63 
ANDRA DAVIS 63 
SAM HAIRSTON 62 
DARION HUTCHERSON &t 
EDWARD JOHNSON 60 
110 Lee $11 
MAT MILLER 63 
REGGIE POOLE 64 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
ROBERT CARSWELL 61 
“TONY DOOM 62 
MARKESE FITZGERALD 60 
MAURICE FITZGERALD 60 
DERRICK GIBSON 63 
DEON GRANT 64 
RONTE LANGS Est) 
WILLE OFFORD 62 
ROB PATE 62 
STANFORD SIMMONS. 63 
KEITH STRONG 62 
ARMARK TOLBERT 63 
PLACEKICKER 
1) TUCKER 63 
ATHLETES 
LEO BARNES 62 
MARQUEL BLACKWELL 61 
JAMAAL DINKINS 62 
JOHN HOLMES 60 
AUSTIN KEMP 64 
DEE MILLER 6? 
CUFTON ROBINSON $10 
ANDREW ZOW 63 


HUMBOLDT, TN 
CLEVELAND, TN 


MARTSELLE, AL 

PAHOKEE, FL 

ROSWELL GA 

MPLESCOLUER, FL 

FOMPANO BEACH ELY, FL 
HUNTSVILLE-JOHNSON, AL 
WILDWGOD. FL 

LAGRANGE, GA 

MIAME-CORAL PARK, FL 
TAMPACATHOUC, FL 
OCALAWANGUARD, FL 

PONTOTOC. MS 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA CHRISTIAN, FL 
WEST PALM BEACH PLM BCH LAKES, FL 
TALLAHASSEEUNCOUN, FL 
MOANENORTHWESTERN, FL 


GROVE HILL-CLARKE CO., AL 
EASTMAN CO.. GA 
SNELLVILLE-BROCKWOOD, GA, 


FRANKLIN SIMPSON, KY 
PAHOKEE, FL 
DECATURSHAMROCK. GA 
ST. PETERSSURGGIBES, FL 
DECATURS.W. DeAALE, GA 
MOAMLNORTHIWESTERN, FL 
MEMPHIS WESTWOOD, TN 
CASSEBERRY LAKE HOWELL FL 
CLARKSOALE. MS 
CRLANOO-BOONE, FL 
MONTGOMERYAEE, AL 


MOSS POINT, MS 

PURVIS. MS 

CLEVELAND EAST SDE MS 
JACKSONVILLE SOLLES, FL 
ORLANDO-DA. PHILLIPS. FL 
TACKSONVALLESOLLES, FL 
HOMESTEAD S. DADE. FL 
DECATUR-S.W. DeKALB, GA 
MERSDIAN, MS. 

ATLANTA LAKESIDE, GA 
LAKE BUTLER-UNION CO,, FL 
CORDELE-CRISP CO., GA 


DECATUR-S.W. DeKALS, GA 
JACKSONVILLEBOQLULES, FL 
JACKSON, TH 
BIRMINGHAMENSLEY. AL 
UVE OSK-SUWANNEE, FL 
FT. WALTON-CHOCTAWHATCHEE, FL 
ATLANTACOUGLASS, GA 
JACKSON PROVINE, MS 
BRENTWOOD ACADEMY, TN 
ATLANTAMARIST, GA 
CEDARTOWN. GA 


STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 
REFORMPICRENS CO. AL 
ST. PETERSBURG HOLLINS. FL 
NASHVILLE PEARL COHN, TH 
MIAMPKILUAN, FL 

AUGUSTA JOSEY, GA 
MEMPHIS-WHITEHAVEN, TN 
PSLATAA, FL 

ERWIN, AL 

ASHLAND-CLAY C0.. AL 
ATHENS CEDAR SHDALS, GA 
AUGUSTSJOSEY, GA 


NEW PORT-ROCHEY FIVER RIDGE. FL 


HATTIESBURG, MS 

ST. PETE-DIME HOLLINS, FL 
JACKSON-PROVINE, MS 
LADERDALE CAKES ANDERSON, FL 
BRENTWOOD ACADEMY, TN 
SOUTHAVEN, MS 

NAPLES SARRON COLLIER, FL 
LAKE BUTLERUNION CO. FL 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 


1996 


AWUETICA’ AMENICA’S FPRHEMIEW SPORTS Annua reae AMERICA'S PREMIER SPORTS ANNVAL 1996 


[Athion Sports| , ‘Athlon Sports siaiomancearaee [Athlon Sports| 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


southeastern 


EoITION 


r ee BT 
College Football's 


em ) ey 
»> 


Ls Mest 
cwnare Pai 


‘ea 


Whether your game is football, baseball or basketball, we have it covered. You'll get the hot 
prospects and the legends...with all the touchdowns, home runs and slam dunks. 
And the photos...more than 1,000 riveting, color action shots 
that put you in the middle of the action. 


Get a FREE slipcase when you order 
nine preseason football annuals! 
ES a I 
Order all nine 1995 Athlon Football annuals for (including shipping and handling) and receive a handsome slipcase 
valued at $6.95 SOLUTEL Single copies are available for $7.95 each (including shipping and handling). [Canada: sin- 


gle copies $12, slipcase/nine annuals $60. All other international: single copies $18, slipcase/nine annuals $95.] Please allow 
46 weeks for delivery. Baseball available February 20, Football available June 15, Basketball available October 1. 


Name Please send me the following annuals: 
Address Athlon Sports Football 
(We cannot deliver to a P.O. Box.) ) Pro 4 National College 
Cit Bicts zi 2 Atlantic Coast 4 Pac Ten 
—— —<—<$—— 4 Big Ten (4 Southeastern 

{) Big Twelve (4) Western 

Phone ( ) 4) Eastern ©) All nine-free slipcase! 
Athlon Sports Basketball 

Send check or money order (no credit cards) to: = aaa 


Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 40156 © 2961 Sidco Drive 4 Athlon Sports Baseball 
Nashville, TN 37204 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


TOP BLUE CHIPS IN SOUTH CENTRAL 


QUARTERBACKS 

JAY DARA 62 
MATT SCHOBEL 63 
EOMOND STANSBERRY 63 
RUNNING BACKS 

CORY CALLENS 63 
ANTHONY DENMON 63 
DEREK GARY 60 
ERIC GOODEN 62 
ROGER JENKINS 61 
RON JOHNSON 511 
FREO KURNEY 60 
DWANORE LEWIS 59 
TRAVIS MINOR 61 
TWONE SIMMONS S10 
ERIG TASBY $11 
ANTHONY THOMAS 62 
JAVON WALKER 62 
GERRARD WHITAKER 61 
REGGE WHITE 61 
JAQUAY WILSUAN 59 
CONALD WILLIAMS 60 
OAWAYNE WOODS $10 
WIDE RECEIVERS 

DAVID AARON 64 
ABRAM BOOTY 63 
BRANOON CLARK 64 
ADRIAN ELLIS 62 
REGGIE GERMANY 62 
AMMED KABBA 62 
JULIUS MeMILLIAN 3) 
REGGIE WAYNE 61 
ROBERT WILLIAMS, a 
TIGHT ENDS 

CHRIS BROOKS a 
JAROO HOLLAND 63 
RYAN HUMPHREY 67 
£0 KELLY 65 
W¥LE KIPPS. 65 
TANGO McCAULEY, 63 
MARCELLUS RIVERS 63 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
KRIS CALAIS 63 
ADRIAN COLE 63 
LEONARD Davis 6 
JAKE HARRIGER 63 
DENNIS JONES 67 
LYNN LARABEE 63 
SETH McKINNEY 64 
JAMES MILLER 65 
LUKE NICHOLS 65 
ANORE PITTMAN 64 
OEVANE ROBINSON 63 
JOHN RUTHERFORD 63 
DAVID SHERROD 66 
RYAN SMITH 63 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
ROBERT BERNARD 4 
DARRYL BRIGHT 65 
BRIAN HENNIGER 63 
KENNETH JACKSON 63 
RODERICK KELLY 66 
TANGO McCAULEY 64 
NORMAN McKINNEY 63 
ERNIE MOORE 

THOMAS PITTMAN, 64 
CORNELIUS ROBERTSON 65 
1.0, SIMPSON 63 
JUQUA THOMAS 62 
DAVID WARREN 65 
DE'NARD WHITRELD 64 
ADRIAN WILSON, 6 
LINEBACKERS 

MONTY BEISEL of 
ROYLIN BRADLEY 62 
TYRONE BULS 62 
JARRETT ERVAN 62 
GRANT IRONS, 65 
TONY PETERS, 61 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
BUBBA BABS 62 
214 


185 


185 


185 


185 


175 
210 


210 


245 
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270 


255 
275 


GLEN ROSE, AR 
COLUMBUS, 1% 
EL PASO-ERVIN, TX 


JENAS, OK 

RUSK, Tx 

SAN ANTONIO-CHURCHILL, TK 
MIDWEST CITY, OK 

DALLAS SPRUCE, TX 

PINE BLUFF WATSON CHAPEL, AR 
GARLAND LAKEVIEW CENTRAL, TX 
ALDINE, TX 

BATON ROUGE-CATHOLIC, LA 
THORNOALE, TX 

CORPUS CHRISTHCARROLL, TX 
WYNNEFIELD, LA 

LAFAYETTE-ST. THOMAS MORE. LA 
HOUSTON. KING, TX 

UBERTY, TX 

ODESSA PERMIAN, TX 

ALOINE, TH 

SUODELL-SALMEN, LA 


MARSHALL, FX 
SHREVEPORT-EVANGEL, LA 
VALLEY CENTER, KS 
CLEVELAND, TX 

ST, LOUIS HAZELWOOD E., MO 
MOORE WESTMOORE, 0% 
AUUS, 0K 

MARRERO EHRET, LA 

ORLLAS BISHOP. LYNCH. TH 


NEWTON. TX 

LAWTON EISENHOWER, OK 
TULSA BT. WASHINGTON, OK 
ALDINE: MacARTHUR, TX 
UMFAYETTE-COMEAUX, LA 
QOALAHOMA CITY-MARSHALL, OK 
OKLAHOMA CITY-DOUGLAS, 04 


SOLAFOURCHE, LA 
ALDINE NIMITZ, TX 
WORTHAM, TK 
BROKEN ARROW, OF 
DALLAS SPRUCE, Tx 
OKLAHOMA CITY: WESTERN HTS... 0% 
AUSTINWESTLAKE, TX 
MCALISTER, OK 
BEAUMONT KELLY, TX 
HOUSTON LAMAR, TX 
MIDWEST CITY, OK 
MIDWEST CITY, OK 
ATAINS, AR 
MALVERNE, AR 


BAYTOWN STERUNG, TX 
TULSA6 7. WASHINGTON, OK 
CY CREEK, Tx 

NEW ORLEANS ST.AUG. LA 
HOUSTON YATES, TX 
OALA CITY-MARSHALL, OK 
FT WORTH-DUNBAR, TX 
SUDELUSALMEN, US 
RESERVE E. ST. JOHN, LA 
ST, MARTINSVILLE, LA 
EXCELSIOR SPRINGS, MO 
ALDINE, TX 

TYLER, TX 

DENISON, TX 
DALLASCARTER, TX 


VICTORIA, KS 

LaMARQUE, TX 

ENID, OK 

CORPUS CHRISTI CALALLEN, TX 
CONROE MeCULLOUGH, TX 
SAPULAS, OK 


ADA, OK 


DANNY BLACK 
DEREK DORRIS 
EDWIN GARRETT 
JASON GLENN 
COREY HARRIS 
LARRY HOLLINQUEST 
QUENTON JAMMER 
JERMAINE JONES 
CLARENCE LEBLANC 
CHRIS LEW'S 
WARDRICUS LEWIS 
JJ. MATHIS 

JOHN NORMAN 
STANLEY PETERS 
MARCUS RIGGS 
ROD SHEPHARD 

JOE WALKER 

EARL WILLIAMS 
DERRICK YATES 
PLACEKICKER 
JEFF FERGUSON 
ATHLETES 
STERLUNG GILBERT 
OS GODFREY 
JAMARL JONES 
AARON OUVER 
JARROO REESE 

J.T, THATCHER: 

ERIC WHIZENANT 


541 


$10 


GREENVILLE, TX 

AZLE, TX 

BAYTOWNLEE, TX 
ALDINE-NIMITZ, TX 

HOUSTON CLEAR BROOK, TX 
HOUSTON-SAM HOUSTONSTON, TX 
ANGLETON, TX 

DALLAS CARTER, TX 

RIVER RIOGECURTIS, LA 
DALLASCARTER, TX 

TATUM, TH 

PAMPA. TK 

MIDLANOLEE. TX 

PAULS VALLEY, OK 
HOUSTON YATES, TX 
TYLER-CHAPEL HILLINOIS, TX 
NORTH SHORE, TX 
HAHNVILLE, LA 
HOUSTON-WASHINGTON, TX 


TULSAHOLLAND HALL. O” 


SAN ANGELO LAKEVIEW, Tk 
HOUSTON-KASHMERE, Tx 
DALLAS CARTER, TX 
TULSAMEMORIAL, OK 
SEMINOLE. OK 

NORMAN, OK 

MULDROW, OK 


TOP BLUE CHIPS IN MIDWEST 


QUARTERBACKS 

ERIC CROUCH 61 
LORENZO GUESS 63 
GAN HOFFMAN 66 
ROB JOHNSON 64 
ZACK KUSTOCK 63 
BRANOON ROOGERS 62 
JE YOUNG 62 
RUNNING BACKS 
BSLLINGIS ANDREWS 60 
101 BEARD 60 
CURTIS BLANDON 62 
JAMES HARRISON 60 
JINNEY HENRY 61 
DWAYNE HOGAN 61 
CARLOS HONORE Este 
RAY JACKSON 62 
DONDRE JOHNSON 61 
BRIAN MARSHALL 510 
LOUIS MEDINA $10 
MICHAEL MULLEN 60 
SEAN PENNY 62 
GREG SIMPSON 6t 
ROBERT SMITH 61 
ISREAL THOMPSON 61 
LEVRON WILUAMS 63 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
ANTWON ALLEN 520 
ERNEST BROWN 62 
CHARUE CAMPBELL 63 
CrRIS CHAMBERS 61 
SAM CRENSHAW 83 
ADRIAN DAN 60 
JAMAR GARY 63 
RENALOO HILL 60 
TEDOY JOHNSON 6t 
JAMES MURPHY 63 
TIGHT ENDS 

KEVIN CRANE 54 
OMAR] JORDAN 67 
JASON KEMBLE 66 
ROBBIE LONG 63 
JOEL MESMAN 63 
JACE SAYLER 65 
Tim STRATTON et 
KEVIN BELL 64 
BILLINOIS SEYMOUR 64 
HUBERT THOMPSON 66 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
NUKE BODNAR 64 
JASON BROOKS 64 
RICH CHORAK 63 


MILLARD-NORTH. NE 

WAYNE, ME 

MINNEAPOUS BRECK. MN 
PLYMOUTH CANTON, Mi 
ORLAND PARK SANDBURG, it 
CINCINNATLWITHROW, OM 
HARPER WOODS-GALLAGHER, MI 


OAK LAWN-RICHARDS, iL 
FLUINTNORTHERN, Mi 
DANVILLE, It 
AKRONCOVENTRY, OH 
DETROIT-PERSHING, Mi 
INDIANAPOLIS BEN DAVIS. IN 
SOWA CITYWEST, 1A 
INCAANAPOUS LAWRENCE CENTRAL, IN 
KOKOMO. IN 

BIRMINGHAM RICE, Mi 

NEW LENNOX, IL 
FLINT-CENTRAL, Mi 
YOUNGSTOWN URSUUINE, OH 
DUBLINSCIOTO, OH 
DETROXT-KING, Mi 
MARTINSVILLE, IN 
EVANSVILLE BOSSE. IN 


CINCINNATI WOODS, OH 
HUBER HTS WAYNE, OH 
YOUNGSTOWN-UBERTY, OH 
BEDFORD, OF 
YOUNGSTOWN RAVEN, OF 
DAYTON PATTERSON, OM 
MADISON-EAST, Wt 
DETRONT-CHADSEY, Mi 
ELGIN-LARKIN, IL 
KANAAKEE. IL 


WALLED LAKE WESTERN, Mt 
CLEVELAND COLLINGWOOD, OH 
CANRELD. OH 

CHAMPAIGN CENTEMAL I 
GRAND RAPIDS S. CHRISTIAN, Me 
MCHENRY, 

ELMHURST-YORK, i 

HILLSIDE PROVISO WEST, IL 
MISHAWAKA PENN, IN 
HILLSIDEPROVISO WEST, 


YOUNGSTOWN BOARDMAN, OH 
CLEVELAND ST. IGNATIUS. OH 
CHICAGOMT, CARMEL, IL 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 


1996 


MIKE COLLINS 

JOE HARTINGS 
JEROME HILORETH 
JOSH JAKUBOWSK 
BRENDON JOHNSON 
MATT KUTSWER 
BEN MAST 

‘SHAWN MURPHY 
ROCKY NEASE 
JOSH PAREISH 

JON RYDER 

BEN SOBIESA: 
DAVE VOUK 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
ADAM ADKINS 
TONY BROWN 
DERRICK BURNS 
ANWAR COOPER 
SEREMY 00% 
AABON HABERMAN 
JOHN RELLEY 
LARRY KING 
ANTHONY MORRIS 62 
JASON PTAK 
BEN PULFER 
HEATH QUEEN 


SLISGALRITIIS 


LEILSS Ee 
BSRVERSRAATR SSRFRFRRBREBES 


PETES 


BERRBREERS F 


AURT ANDERSON 65 
ANOY BALLING 64 
TORRANCE CRADDETH 63 
NAPOLEON WARES 64 
REGGE HINWARO 6 
JASON MANSON 63 
JSON OTT 64 
JEFF SHITBITSAY 61 
MATT STEWART 65 
14, TURNER 64 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
MIKE CLUINKSCALE 61 
JOE COOPER 6t 
ROBERT FOSTER 5a 
JANIE GRANT 510 
ABOULAH MUMANMAD et 
RICHARD NEWSOME 6 


ERK PARKER 6 
PLACEKICKERS 


PAT GIBSON Sal 
BRENDEN RAUH 510 
ATHLETES 

KYLE VANDEN BONCH 65 
MARK FLOERSCH 64 
JASON FRYSINGER 64 
ANTWAAN PANOKE EL Sit 
DARNELL SANDERS 65 


TOP BLUE 


QUARTERBACKS 

7000 MORTENSEN 6s 

DANIO CARR 63 

GREG CCERO 64 

RANDY FAGAN 63 

PETER HANSEN 66 

DREW MILLER 61 

AUSTIN MOHERNAN 64 

RUNNING BACKS 

ART GIPSON Sat 
MALEAFO) MACKENZIE 60 

DARNELL McDONALD $11 
JAMAR SHEPAARD, 61 

DION BOOKER 62 

ADAM DAVIS 61 

LeROY EASTER 510 
CURTIS EDWARDS 62 

MARCUS FIELD 63 

EDOE GAYLES 59 

PATRICK MCCALL Sir 
LARRY McDONALD 34 

MUKE MEGEE 510 
JOWAN LER 62 

TYLER NEINAST 2 

RICHARD PAGE 60 


n 
xy 
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X83 


175 
215 


B 


210 


BSRRRBESTASRERS 


SCHOEFIELO EVEREST. WI 
RIVER FALLS, W! 
MENTOR LAKE CATHOLIC, OH 
MASSILLON WASHINGTON, OH 
CINNELDER. OH” 
TERRE HAUTE NORTH, It 
WESTERVILLE SOUTH, OH 
PERRYSBURG, OM 
VAHTOMED), UN 

BATTLE CREEK, NE 


INWOOD WEST LYON, }A 
WINNET NEW TRIER, I 
GROSSE ILE, Mt 

HARVEY-THORNTON, I 
WARRENSVILLE HTS, OH 


HIPS IN WESTERN 


FONTAN, CA 

MISSION VIEJOCAPSTRANO VALLEY, CA 
CHERRY CREEK, CO 

‘SAN FRANCISCO SACRED HEART, CA 
OCEANSIDE.EL CAMINO, CA 
AURORAHINKLEY, CO 

FRESNO MCCLANE, CA 

RIVERSIDE RUBIOOUN CA 
STOCKTON STAGG, CA 

SEATTLE KENNEDY, WA 
CARSON, CA 

STOCKTON FRANHLIN, CA 
BELLYUEINTERLAME, WA 
MIRAPOSA, CA 

YUMA CBO. AY 

SAN JOSE-OVERFELT, CA 


GAMES RICHARDSON, Sit 
DUAN RUFF 59 
CHARLES THARP $9 
JOE WYETH 61 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
DALLAS DAVIS 59 
FOMAN HOLLOWELL 53 
KENYON PAMBO 61 
GEORGE WILLIAMS, 61 
EDO GORDON $30 
CObY WYCE 6 
ROSS MARTIN 65 
PATRICK REDOICK 510 
JUSTIN TAPUN 60 
TIGHT ENDS 

DAN ENGEL 63 
ANTOIME HARRIS 64 
DONNELL BURCH 4 
LONNIE FORD 63 
CORY SMITH 65 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
KOOY HERGERT & 
BRYAN RUA 64 
JOE MAR 6+ 
BRIAN POLAK 65 
MIKE VOLLERS 66 
KYLE BEN 6+ 
CRAG BROOKS 63 
MATT GREATH 66 
NIC HAWKINS 6s 
BRANOON HOOPES 6 
SCOTT JACKSON 64 
ROBERT LOYZA 6é 
RANDY ORTEGA 65 
RON PENCE 63 
VICTOR ROGERS 6? 
KURT VOLLERS 67 
MORE WAMBOLT 64 
JOSH WRIGHT 66 
RALPH ZARATE 64 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
ANORE CARTER 64 
DAVID HENSON 65 
WELTON KAGE & 
JASON AUS 6+ 
RAN AERSTON 62 
AUSTIN EE 65 
SSAC MORES £2 
RYAN NERSEN es 
ANTHONY THOMAS 63 
LINEBACKERS 

DARRELL DANIELS. 62 
ZACH MORENO 63 
MIKE BURKE 64 
CHINO CHIRAMONTE 63 
TRACY HUNT 62 
MICHAEL POLLARD 61 
Ti SHEAR 62 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 

FE OMLETE 62 
AUTUAN SIMMONS Su 
DREW SuEtH $20 
MARQUES THASOSOPO 62 
TONY WALKER: 60 
‘SAM BRANSON 62 
ALBUS BROOKS 61 
DEWEY HALE 61 
AMRON JONES 59 
DARRYL KNGHT 62 
ANTHONY UMBRICK 61 
JASON STEPHENS 62 
JUUUS THOMPSON 510 
LAMONT THOMPSON 62 
FRED WASHINGTON $10 
PLACEKICKER 

BM SKURSAI 58 
ATHLETES 

ROBERT JACKSON 61 
ROO PERRY, ®. $i 
NATE WRIGHT, JP, 510 
ANTHONY COMLEY ste 
TREVOR MODE 6 
DERRAME TAYLOR 60 
FRANK GREEN 63 
RFF PETERSON 63 
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LAKEWOOD, CO 

LOS ANGELESLOVOLA, CA 
FRESNOSAN JOAQUIN, CA 
‘SAN DIEGOMORSE. CA 
Gur cA 


COLORADO SPRINGS RAMPART, CO 
FPHOENIN BROPHY PREP, AE 
REDMOND, WA 

UA PUENTE £8SHOP AMAT. CA 
HONOLULUFUNAHOUSTON, Hi 
SEATTLE O'DEA, WA 
FOCHMOND LOGAN, CA 
KENTRIOGE. WA 

VISALILMT WHITNEY 

WEST Lis. OF 

ROLLING HLLSPEWNSULA CA 
REPSOL NORTE VISTA CA 
WIMALEVANHDDEN AL 

SI -+0LUNDS, CA 
FEDERAL WAY. DECATUR, Wa 
ANAHEIM SERVITE, CA 
NEWHALLHAST, Ch 
KAMIAK, WA 

TUCSON, AZ 


OAK GROVE, CA 
GLENDALE CACTUS, AZ 
SACRAMENTOCENTER, CA 
‘SAT LAKE CITY EAST, UT 
WOCKPWALLE, Wa 

POST FALL 
SEATTLESHOPECREST, Wa 
SAE VALLEY BOW, CA 
PASADENA, CA 


‘SAN FERNANDO, CA 
CHULA VISTACASTLE PARK 
DENVER MULLEN, CO 
SOQUEL, CA 

FRESNO WASHINGTON, CA 
LONG BEACH POLY, CA 
SUNCTION City, OF 


SEATTLE-ODEA, WA 


CORVALLIS CRESENT VALLEY, OR 
SANTA ANA MATER DEL CA 
SAN DESOPT LOMA, CA 
SEALERS. WA 
INGMAN, AD 

SACRAMENTO. JOHNSON, CA 
BUTTE, VT 

PEND WOOSTEM, NV 


215 


TE oeehes 
friends 


he was just a 


CA 
FREAK 


It had been cars, cars, cars (and 
of course, fishing) ever since 
they could remember. « In fact, 
at his wedding, they joked that 
it wasn’t Debbie who caught 
his eye. It was her father’s ’56 
ragtop. * This morning in the 
bass boat, they teased him again. 
» “What's the big deal about 
being a mechanic, anyway?”* He 
lifted his rod slightly, slowly 
cranked the reel and talked 
about on-board computers, 
ABS brakes, 16-valve, 4-cylinder, 
dual overhead cam engines 
and more than 200 new cars 
to learn every year. * He talked 
fj about the touch. The gift, as he 
called it. » Then he reached 
over the side of the boat, lifted 
up an 8 pound bass and said: 
takes a lot to be an auto 

chnician. To find the best, 
look for Snap-on® tools and 
equipment. 


SAID presents 


* Home game 


NORTH CAROLINA 
FURMAN® 
MISSOURI 

WAKE FOREST? 
FLORIOA STATE 
DUKE 

GEORGA TECH? 
MARYLANO* 
ViRGEA 

NC. SIATE® 
SOUTH CAROLINAS 


<3 


zee erOCoN 
aan 
BeonSiuas 


hose 


BIG EAST 
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FLORIDA 
GAINESVILLE, FLA. 
(12-1) 

Adi SW LOUISIANA 
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SOUTH CAROLINA® 
FLORIDA STATE 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 
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ORGIA 
MISSISSIPPS ST.” 
JACKSON, MISS, 
+MEMPHIS, TN. 


VANDERBILT 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 


tee 
SGak Sand 
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FLORIDA® 
KENTUCKY 
TENNESSEE* 


22FF OOOO NUNS 


Saone 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF, 


zzz 20090990" NNS 
ee nee 
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M4 
FRESNO ST.* 


WYOMING 
LARAMIE, WYO. 
(6-5) 

A3t OaHOr 

1DWA STATE 
nanan 

AIR FORCE* 
UNY 

SAN JOSE Sf, 
W. MICHIGAN® 
FRESNO ST. 
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SAN DEGO ST. 
COLORADO ST 
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NFL Logo Hat 
White Cotton $1 7oa.#1001 
Black Woo! °4 9°. e10018 


7 Also available for NBA, NHL, & MLB 


. Ertl! CoBeotBies 
Die Cast Stadium | ire 
Biplane Bank $39” 4 WF 
Rome NFL4S 


acl available: 


College ten?2 
College's avai.: 
h yet MIA 


Poyal a7 
Carrel 428 
21 


plane is mi 
and features {ree 


quaity die 


rotating propel 9 bi 

»m¢NFLSCH me ‘ o 

ma NHLSCH : me 

me aya : 

al Superbowl Plaques " 167 Chay Do Cast Bank u nx 
wsBa eesA que by mes Cateomntee $32 #NFL46 ’ Super Bowl 


Authentic 


Champs Hat é pee 
ProLine fr, 


Black woot hat np. winning Super Bow! 


” Die Cast Jogos at on one hat. One size fits a J 
erseys hqaa #13 Maree 
Also availabieat $69,95ea (15x19"}: Cowboys-America’s Team #1pHoc Helmet Bank $21 95 #SBCHB $1 oan ma: 83 Merve 
49ers-Team of the 80's #TPHS0, Steelers- Team of the 70's #TPH70 $24" # NFLAT es Royal 31) Rleciow 


Royal #12 Kety 
Wee 928 Fou 
¥ 928 Fuh 
#10 Stewart 
an 
) 


(except Jaguars & 
Patriots $189") 


item# PROJ 
Sizes 44, 43, 52 
‘ 


Packers - Toam of the 60's #TPHG0 


FOX Network 
Jacket $119 


Embr FOX box 


Colt 


All New 
Shadow Stitch 
Hat - $21" 


All new! ProBost 
Jerseys - 4 
for the fa 


# One Sie Fits Al 
1 FOX Fs on side 
(black woot) itemm# NET 18. $19" 
in) item# NETS. $16" 
) item? NET21 si9” 


mM COO po 
Adult: All NF 
4 NFLSOH On, 


CBS Sports (Navy 
CBS Sports (Tan woo! 


ms avaiable 
e Fits All 


ot & the colors of 


CBS Sports |V $16” NFL team T College #NCASDH, NHL, éNHLSDH 
CBS Sports | $i9” nhs Dankets rake a NBA: s#NBASON 

NBC Sports (\ $16” Youth NFL $16.95 Ore S tem# NFLSOHY 
NBC Sports Brim) #NET24 $18" O 


NBC Sports (Bk W 


[» NBC Sports (Lace Pro Elite Denim 


#NFLBL Long Sleeve Shirt 
Authentic Pro & College Helmets College and Pro 


Official 6H Pro & College hernsst. We canrot guarantee 3 cetain pove shit with 
AS vet for all NFL Teams and Colleges listed ‘below ie 


$209". Zormore $199%e« PRO item# RID28 AINFL team: 


item# NFLPRT 
Conlogs: #. IDS Nim College item# NCAPRT : Mia, Michigan, 
1, lowa, Mia, Mch.*, Mich St, Mgs.* stern’, Ok., Penn S 


Ch 
Call # college is not listed “Comes on a base 


of: Alabarns 


Aiabama. Aransas, Clemson, Duke, i 


nly wary cotegn monte a 


Helmets $90”. 
All NFL teams available (NFLRH) + College (#CRRH) (call for available teams) ie $44”... xx! $49”... 
1 1102 Wrap-Around Logo/Mascot = » | Leather Sleeve Jacket vv 4 
_ Coffee Cup Ai X wars sal FXP20 & Panernt NEA De item# P2300 irre Crerge #5 ~ x ‘ 
Set of All 30 Team Coffee Cups . Jerseys not avaliable Corwin Back 68 7 
dechets Mave tendency to nn seat " a ras Roy rey 
$300% | Onder one we large man nermat. | Oe Avoust 

2 2802 Wrap-Around Logo/Mascot Steg 

(not shown) Al 30 teams avai #XP21 


3 Full color Holmet Design Coasters 
set of 4 All 30 teams aval #NFLIO 


pe ee eee eee eee ay 


ITEM# DESCRIPTION TEAM 2ND CHOICE SIZE QTY TOTAL 


2. Helmet Lamp ¢#nct 


5° 14°23" cone 


3. Helmet Plaque 


4. Helmet Phone #NCTP asiseanpsie S280 
5. Deluxe Standing Board star ... $49.95 
6. Standing Board sstvep .........$39.95 


For more ordering space. attach additional sheet Wink) Meant ane 


Merchand 


2 
“ 


Name “NOTE NY Sales Tax 7% $ 


Address Shipping & NC Sales Tax 4% s 
Sales Tax Must Orders Only Prease cat to see # product is offered in cotlege ot 
Cay/State/Zip Be Added Canadian Orders Add 20% $ 4-800-3L0G0-89 ree can Service for Visa 
Phone Ie pa : WIG, WE, v > 
vy wtih Sli od For orders, inquires and Customer Service call 1-518-885-2800 
Payment [Check (1) Money Order C)Visa () MasterCard [American Express TOTAL AMOUNT* $s Fax #: 1-518-885-0600 
Exp Date "| 


see GREE {or our Complete Te ENTERPRISES, inc. 
ena : ue AE LocatiO™ pO Box 327-ATHNFL96 


SLoceo \-800-d06-4689 S2ccc 1-800-306-4689 


1-800-306-4689 


* Home game 


l-A INDEPENDENTS 


ARKANSAS STATE CENTRAL FLORIDA 
JONESBORO, ARK. WEST POINT, NY. ORLANDO, FLA. 
(6-5) (5-5-1) (6-5) 
AR S14 OHIO Agi Wa MARY’ 
$7 AUSTIN PEAY® $3.21 DUKES S 7 SQUTHCAROUNA 
Sis US $.28 NORTH TEKAS $.14 NEW MENCO 
S21 NM AUNOS? 0.5 mE S21 BALL STATE 
©. 5 C.ARKANSAS* 0.12 RUTGERS $5.28 EAST CARDUNA 
0.32. SW LOUISANA 0:19 TULANE? 0.12 5 
0.19 SE MiSSOURI* 0.26 MIAMI (OM) 0.19 NE LOLISIARAS 
0.26 OLE MISS No.2) LAFAVETTE® 0.26 GEORGIA TECH 
M2 EAST 9 AR FORCE* N. 2 ILUNOIS ST." 
Ni. 9 LOUISIANA TECH® NAB SYRACUSE no We 
NIG NEVADA D7 NWO N16 BOWLING GREEN® 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
Lou! CH NAVY NE 
RUSTON, LA. ANNAPOUS, MD. MONROE, LA. 
(5-6) (5-6) (2-9) 
AJ) MO. TW. ST* S 7 mulGERS A239 NEHOUSST* 
S 7 BmoR 5.21 Suu S$ 7 wanesour 
$14 C. MeCHGAN $.2S BOSTON COMLEGE $18 UGA 
S2_ MSSSSPR ST a5 e* S.2t SAMEHOUSTON? 
528 Swlouswas 0.22 am FORCE S28 ARRANSAS® 
0 5 TOAS AM 0.26 WAKE FOREST 0. 5 SORTMAESTERN SI 
0.22 ARWANSASS No.2 NOTRE DANE 0.19 CRORDA 
019 TOLEDO* NG CELAWARES % 2 MSSSSPFST, 
0.26 UAB N16 TULANE® N93 AUSURN 
No2) N.GLUNOS N23 GEORGI TECH N16 JACKSONVILLE ST.* 
N. 9 _ ARKANSAS ST. 0.7 ’ N23. ONCINNATI 
BUTTLE ROCK, AR BOUBLUN, IRELAND LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 
+PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
NOTRE DAME SW LOUISIANA UAB 
SOUTH BEND, IND. LAFAYETTE, LA. BIRMINGHAM, AL 
(9-3) (6-5) (5-6) 
S 5 VANOERBET ASi ROMDS A31 AUBURN 
Si4 PURDUE? S14 THAS Ake S 7 MARYLAND 
$21 TEAS S21 SOUTHERN Ans S14 ARKANSAS ST* 
S28 OHO Stare $.28 LOUSSUNA TECH S21 JACASCAWELE ST’ 
O12 WASHINGTON® 0. 5 HOUSTON® O05 WENTUCK 
0.19 AR FORCES 0.12 ARKANSAS ST* 039 Sw LOuSHNS 
N 2 Mare 0.19 UAB 0.26 LOUISIANA TECH 
N 9 BOSTON COUEGE 0.26 MEMPHIS? N 2 \ANDERSU 
W16 y No 2 VIRGAWA TEOW 8. C.ROROS 
23 RUTGERS* N9 NNUNOKS* N16 CACRAAne 
N30 USC N16 TOAS TECH N21 CHARLESTON SOu.* 
@OUBLIN, IRELAND 
ILLINOIS STATE INDIANA STATE NORTHERN IOWA 
NORMAL, ILL. TERRE HAUTE, IND. CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
(7-4) (8-5) 
BUFFALO ASt MARS HmLt ASL SOUTHERN UTAH 
NORTH TAS S 7 KANSAS Stare S$ 7 Si.cLouoste 
SE. Mnssouen S14. LUNGS S14 SF.AUSTIN® 
YOUNGSTOAN ST* S2t St. OSEPW'S* S2t SOWA STATE 
$ Aunaxs* $28 USERTY $28 MONEESE St* 
NORTHERN 208 OS WALLS O22 UNS ST° 
PON ST 0.12 S$. ALNOS 0.29 Sw ANSSOUP ST. 
Sw neSScUR* 0.19 KLOKKS ST? 02% Sau 
C. FLORIDA 0.2 W PENTUCKY N.2  YOUNGSTOAN St 
W LUNOS N39 N wae N 3S NDeANA ST 
TENNESSEE TECH® N26 Sw MessoURI* N16 WEUNDG: 
SW MISSOURI STATE WESTERN ILLINOIS 
SPRINGFIELD. MO MACOMB, ILL, 
(4-7) {4-7} 
AGL OKLAHOMA ST. A29 NW ORL. STe 
5.7 MONEESE ST, $7 NILUNOS 
$14 TRUMAN ST.* 5.14 GLENVILLE ST* 
5.21 TENS-MARTIN 5.21 HOFSTRA 
5.28 JACKSONVILLE ST.¢ =. Ss INSANA STATE® 
0 5 S$ RUNOS? 0.32 E, RUNOIS 
O19 N IOWA O19 «= § ales 
OM KUN St 0.2% CALPOLYSLOr 
K 2 WALNOS: % 2 SweeSsOUm 
9 YONGSTOANST® 6 G Misses StAE® 
S26) Wow ST N16 NOW 
GEORGET 
BUFFALO, BLY. PITT: PA. WASHINGTON, D.C. 
(4-6) {10-1) (6-3) 
$16 GANNOR S14 MARIST® S13 PENSYUNANA 
5.28 ST. PETER'S* S.2t St, MNS S72 FARAELO 
0.5 OM 3.23 GANNONS S23 SEM 
0.12 sear 0.5 Sima OS Manst- 
0.19 FARRELD 0.12 ST. FRANCIS 0.12 jONAe 
0.26 ST. JOHN'S* 0.29 GEORGETOWN* 0.19 DUQUESME 
NK 2> GEORGETOWN 0.26 WONAt 0.26 FORDHIM 
N99) MARIST 2° FAIRFIELD? N 2 CANSUS? 
NJ6  DUQUESNE® N 9 SUPERS NB STJORNS 
N16 CANSUUS N26 ST. PETER S* 
N23 HORY CROSS* 


EAST CAROLINA 
GREENVILLE. N.C. 


{9-3} 
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Bon 


€ TENG ST.* 


AAROMS 
LOUISIANA TECH® 
SW LOUISIANA, 
OREGON STATE 


MMURBAY STATE 
£ GUNS 
RLOOS SATE 
SW NASSOURI 
PMOANA STATES 
Ww RUNOS® 

4 10Rae 

Wi FENTUCKY 
SE MSSOURI* 


BIG SKY 


CAL ST..NORTHRIDGE T. 
NORTHRIDGE, CALF. SACRAMENTO, CALIF 
(2-8) (8-6-1) 
$. 7 UTAH STE S$, 7 WOPSTRA 
S14 CALDAVS* $21 CA GMS 
$.21 NEW MENCO ST. S28 Monte 
$73 NARZONM 0.5 Gano St 
0. 5 PORTLAND ST.’ O12 £ WASNGTON® 
0.32 WEBER ST. O19 N ARONA 
0.19 MONTANA ST.* 0.26 CAL ST.NORTH® 
0.26 CAL. ST-SAC. N. 2 PORTLAND ST. 
% 2 > WONTANAS M9 WEBER ST.° 
% 9 IDAMO ST. 4.16 MONTANA ST, 
N16 £ WASHINGTON® N23 CAL POLY SLO* 

ANA MONTANA STATE 
MISSOULA, MONT. BOZEMAN, MONT 
(13-2) (5-6) 
S 7 OREGON STATE Si4 Niwa 
Sis CR PRYESLOS S23 WPAESOTACIAUTH® 

SACRAMENTO ST. $28 Sano Stale 

S$ Utane OS £ wasn 

i oo st* O12 NORTHERN apzoNae 
O19 E£ WASHINGTON O19 CAL ST NORTE. 
OM W argos O26 PORTLAND StZTE* 
N. 2 CAL ST-NORTH N. 2 WEBER SUITE 
N. 9 PORTLAND Ste N92 CAL POLY-SLO* 
N16 WEBER ST N16 CAL ST,SAC* 
4.23 MONTANA ST.« N23) MONTANA 
WEBER STATE 
EN, UTAH 

£ WASHINGTON’ 

SOUTHERN UTAH? 

CAL POLY. Su 

WOREDO 

nN ago 

CAL ST_NORTH® 

PORTLAND ST 

MONTANA ST * 

SACRAMENTO ST. 

ONTANA® 

OAHO ST. 


IVY LEAGUE 


BROWN 
PROVIDENCE, RI. NEW YORK, N.Y, 
(5-5) 3-6-1) 
S23 WE 23 WARVARO® 
$2 RHODE SUAND 0.5 Oxy CROSS 
05 CAGE 0.32 PENNSYLWAND 
O12 PRINCETON 019 WATE 
019 fOROHUS O% WE 
O2% Penisyivanae N.2 PRINCETON 
N.2 CORMLL M9 OARTMOUTH 
N.9 HARVARD N36 CORMIL® 
N16 DARTMOUTH? N23 BROWN’ 
N23 OU 
HARVARD PENNSYLVANIA 
CAMBRIDGE, 5 PHILADELPHIA, PA 
(2-8) (7-3) 
32% 3.13 GEORGETOWN® 
$.28 BUCKNELL $.21 DARTMOUTH 
0. 5 UAFAVETTE® $.28 COLGATE® 
0.22 CORNELL® 0.5 BUCHNELL 
0.29 HOLY CROSS 0.32 COLUMBIA® 
0.28 PRINCETON 0.29 = LbeGHe 
N. 2 DARTMOUTH* 0.26 BROWN 
N 9 SBOws “2 wire 
“16 PEG N 9 PRACTTON 
N23 wae NI6 MARWRD 
A273 COOMA 
MARIST ST. JOHN'S 
alt NY. JAMAICA, PLY, 
(0-4) (4-6) 
$24 DUQuESNE S14 SACRED HEART 
$22 JONAS S22 OuQuESNEs 
S28 WAGNER S27 FARRELD 
0. 5 GEORGETOWN O12 St. PETERS 
0.32 FMRRELO® O19 MANST 
0.39 St. HWS 02% cress 
0% ST PETERS % 2 «SoM 
M2 TOWSON ST. N83 GEORGLTIOWN® 
N 9 CaNISus* n.36 
NIG SENS N.28 STONY BROOK* 


E. WASHINGTON 
CHENEY, WASH. 
(3-8) 
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WEEER STATE 
BOISE STATE 

Sa TEMAS* 
PORTLAND ST.¢ 
MONTANA STATE® 
SACRAMENTO ST 
MONTANA 
ICAO STATE 
IDAHO 


Ni. ARIZONA? 
CAL STNORTH 


iDAHO STATE* 
E. WASHINGTON 


IDAHO STATE 
Pc eves, IDAHO 


Of Muss 

CAL POLY 

W. MONTANA® 
MONTANA ST. 
CAL ST-SAC.* 
MONTANA 

E. WASHINGTON® 
N. ARIZONA 

CAL ST.NORTH® 
PORTLAND ST. 
WEBER ST.* 
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CALDAMS* 

WEBER STATE® 
MONTANA SIATE 
SACRAMENTO ST.* 
MONTANA 

WOAH STATE® 
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ATHLON FootBatt 1996 


MID-EASTERN 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN DELAWARE STATE 

ORYTONA BEACH, RA. DOVER, fe 

(3-8) ( 

Ax ig $7 Lo Hote 

S$. 7 MORRIS BROWNS $14 

$.14 MORGAN STATE S.21  §C CENTRAL 

0. 5 CELKAMRE ST.* $23 NORPOUC STATE 

0.12 HOWARD 0. 5 8.COOKMAN 

0.19 — §. CAROLINA ST. 0.12 HAMPTON® 

0,28 ALBANY STATE* 0.19 FLORIDA Ake 

N, 2 fC. ART 0.26 MORGAN STATE 

N. 5 HAMPTON N. 2 S.C. STATE* 

N18 SORFOLK St.° N.S NC. AST? 

N23) FUL AN N.23 ¥ 

QTAMPA, FLA, ATLANTIC CITY, ND 

MORGAN STATE N, CAR! AT 
RE, MD. NC, 

(1-10) wi 

A31 CENTRAL STATE 31 WC, CENTRAL 

$14 8. COOKMUN® S. 7 WASALEM ST* 

$21 UBERTY® $16 + 

$28 CKEYNEY ‘S.22 HAMPTON 

0. 5 —S, CAROLINA ST. 0.12 FLORIDA ASAE 

0.19 N, CAROUNA ALT 0,19 MORGAN STATE® 

0,26 OELAWARE ST.* 0.26 HOWARD 

N. 2 FLORDA AaM W. 2 B-COCKMAN® 

4.9 TEXAS SOUTHERN 4.9 DELAWARE ST. 

N16 HOWARD N16 GRAMBLING 

423) HAMPTONS 4.23 S.C. STAIE® 

BUCKNELL COLGATE 

LEWISBURG, PA. HAMILTON, N.Y. 

7-4) 40-11) 

$14 TOWSON ST.° S77 

$21 WY. & MARY? S14  GUFFALOS 

$.28  HARARD? 5.21 MOty CROSS* 

©. 5 Pensrivanue $.28  PENNSYUANA 

O12 VE 0.5 BROANS 

0.39 PRINCETON? 0.12 TOWSON ST. 

0.26 HOLY CROSS 0.19 CORNELL 

N. 2) UEHIKH 0.26 LAFAYETTE* 

N. 9 LAFAYETTE ug Mi 

N16 FORDHAM N.16  LEHIGH 

4.23 COLGATE® N.23 BUCKNELL 

LAFAYETTE IGH 

TON, PER, Pa, 

$148 LERSVILLE® S. 7 DELAWARE 

$21 NORTHZASTERN® S14 FORDHAM? 

S28 CORNELL” 21 BUFFALO® 

0, 5 MARWRD $.28 i 

0.32 FORDKAM 0.5 ‘ON 

0.29  COLUAIBIA 0.22 NEW HAMPSHIRE 

0.26 COLGATE 0.29 PENNSYLVANIA 

NW, 2) ARMY N. 2 KNELLS 

N.9  BUCKNELL* NW. 9 HOLY CROSS 

4.16 HOLY CROSS" N.16 COLGATES 

8.23 LEHIGH® N23 LAFAYETTE 

APPALACHIAN ST. THE CITADEL 

BOONE, N.C. Cl TON, S.! 

a 

S. 7 TENNESSEE TECH = S14 READ 

S.2%  €, RENTUCKY $21 WLECAROUNAS 

S28 THE OTADEL® 5.28 

OS ETENL ST. O12 & TER. St” 

0.12 FURAN? a1 

G49 GA SOUTHERN 0.26 GA SOUTIERS 

0.26 MARSHES 2 MARSHAL 

M2 TEANCHATT, 4. 9 TERNOMAIT.® 

NIG WW. CAROUKA NIG WM 

4230 Yue N23 WOFFORD? 


FLORIDA Aah HOWARD 
ey 

A31 . TENAESSEE ST. 7 BORSHAL 

S 7 TUSKEGEE? $13 BAMPTON® 

$21 JACKSON SITE S21 VinctaA St." 

5.28 HOWARDS $.28° FLORIDA ASM 

0.5 HAMPTON 0.12 8. COOKMAN® 

Q.12. NC. AaT® 0.19 BSOREHOUSE 

0.19 DELAWARE STATE 0.26 A.C, AaT® 

A.-2 MORGAN STATE® N. 2 NORFOLK ST. 

W. 9 SOUTKERN 9 SC. STATE 

N16 S.C. STATEO H.26 MORGAN ST.* 

H23  BLOOOKIMANS 4.23 DELANARE S7.° 

QATLANTA, GA 

+TAMA, FL 

SOUTH CARGLINA ST. 

ORANGEBURG, S.C. 

(6-4) 

A312 GA SOUTHERN® 

S. 7 CHARLESTON Sou. 

$.14 - FURMAN 

$.28 LC. SMITH? 

0..5 MORGAN ST.* 

0.19 -B. COOKMAN® 

0.26 HAMPTONS 

NM. .2 . DELAAARE ST. 

4.9 HOWARD? 

M16 FLORDA 

M23 NCAT 

FORDHAM HOLY CROSS 

BRONX, N.Y. WORCHESTER, MASS. 

(4-6-1) (2-9) 

S. 7 Mange $.14 MASSACHU! ° 

Sid LEGGH $.21 COLGATE 

$21. va $.28 PRNCETON 

S23 COA 0.5 OoUMmu 

0 5 DARTMOUTH 0.12 DARTMOUTH* 

0.12 LAFAYETTE* 0.19 RARARD® 

0.19 GROWN 0.26 BUCKMELL® 

0.26 GEORGETOWN? N.2 

2 HOLY CROSS* 4.9 LEHIGH® 

WN. 9 CORGATE® N.16 LAFAYETTE 

K.1G BUCKNELL 4.23 GEORGETOWN 
E, JESSEE ST, FURMAN 
JOHNSON CITY, TENN. GREENVILLE, S.C St 
vd ee) eu 

31 be 7 CLEMSON 31 

S. 7? EAST CAROUKA $14 S.C. STATE® S.7 
$14 WeVAGICAST® $a $21 
S2t Ws $a wd $23 
$28 WORDT a5 WORRME as 
0. 3 APPALACHAN ST.© 0.22 APPRLACHI ST. 0.12 
O22 THECHDE O19 «~MECHORS ag 
0.26 PURRANS O28 E TENN ST 0.23 
M2 GA SOUTHERN N,Q GA SOUTEERN® «2 
N.9 MARSHALS H.26 ne 
N16 TENN-CHATT, 4.23) TENHCHATT.* N18 


AUSTIN PEAY EASTERN ILLINOIS © EASTERN KENTUCKY 
CLARKSVILLE, CHARLESTGN, ILL RICHMOND, KY. 
(3-8) (20-2) (3) 
$7) ARKANSAS ST. AD WMO $.. 7 TROY STATES 
$.18 SANFORD $14 DANA STS S34 W.KENTUCKY 
$21 WeKENTUCKY® $21 S.AUNOS® S.22 APPALACKAN® 
S28 SE MaSSOURI $.28 TENNMARTIN $.28 TENNESSEE TECH® 
0. 5 MURRAY STATE 0.92 W. MUNOS* 0.5 SE. MISSOURI ST. 
0.22 MD, TH. ST. 0.29 MURRAY ST." 0.19 MID. TN. ST. 
0.19 TENNESSEE TECH? = 00.26 -TENNESSEE TECH © 0.26. TENN MARTIN 
0.26 TENNESSEE N. 2 AUSTIN PEAY NN. 2 TENNESSEE ST.* 
N. 2 E.MLUNOKS® N.9 SE ANSSOURI N. 9 WURRAY STATE* 
4.16 E. KENTUCKY® N16 MCDTN. ST. N16 AUSTIN PEAY 
NB ° 23 E MENTUCKY® N23 E. SLINOKS 
MURRAY STATE SE MISSOURI ST. TENNESSEE STATE 
JRRAY, KY. CAPE Gi . . TENN, 
(11-2) (5-6) (2-9) 
$7 W.KENTUOKY® $.14° UNOS STATE A31 ORDA ALO 
$14 S.RUNOIS® S.21 MURRAY STATE® $7 MDT. ste 
$.21 SE kaSSOURT ST. $.28 AUSTIN PEAY® $.14 JACKSON ST.+ 
8.28 MDD. TH. ST? 05 £ $.28 SOUTHERN 
©. S AUSTIN PEAY® 0.12 TENNESSEE TECH = 0.19 TENN.AAARTIN 
0.12 TENNMARTIN 0.19 ARKANSAS ST. 0.26 AUSTIN PEAY® 
0.19 E.MLINGS 0.26 AMD. TH. ST.* N. 2 €. KENTUCKY 
N. 2 TENNESSEE TECH" «=, 2 TENN. MARTINS N. 9 TENNESSEE TECH 
N..9  E.KENTUCKY N. 9 E.ILUNDIS® N.26 MURRAY ST. 
N16 TENNESSEE St. N16 $. LUNGS .23_ SE. MISSOURI 
N.23 TENNESSEE ST. CANCERSYT STADIUM 
a : 
#BATON ROUGE, LA 
TENN.-MARTIN 
MARTIN, TENN. 
(5-6) 
S.7 S.AWADS 
S.21 SwaussoURI 
$.28 E.TULINOIS® 
0. 5 TENN. TECH 
0.12 MURRAY STATE* 
0.19 TENNESSEE ST. 
0.26 &.KENTUCKY® 
N. 2 SE UISSOLRI 
9 MOD. TH. ST? 
N16 SANFORD 
4.23 AUSTIN Peay 
INDIANAPOLIS, END. paren OH pA MOINES, IA 
(28) (9-2} (8-1-1) 
$9 Towson sites S. 7 MOSEKEAD ST. 7 . 
S24 ROBERT MORRIS S14 GEORGETORN? S14 ST NORSERT 
$21 xouoaxe S21 WiIS.PLAT? S21 SAN OEGO* 
0.5 OWE $28 TOWSON SUITE $28 STL. MURYS 
0.12 0. 5 BVANSYRIE 0.$ BUTLER 
0.19 ORTON’ 0.12 ROGERTMORRISS = 0.12 EVANSVINE 
0.26 SAN DsEGO* 0.39 SUTLER 0.19 J 
N. 2 ENANSVILLE® 0.28 GRAKE® 0.28 DAYTON 
N. BST. JOSEPHS N. 2 NALPARAISO H 2 AURORA 
N.9 WOFFORD* Ni. 9 WAYNE ST 
N18 SAN DIEGO 1.28 KORTHAESTERN (A 
DIEGO VALPARAISO 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF. VALPARAISO, (ND. 
(5-5) ‘eu 
$7 QrcosmE 7 HOPE 
S44 CAL LUTHERAN S14 ALAS 
S21 ORME $21 MOREKEADST* 
$.23  VARRASO* $.28 SIN DEGO 
0.5 ST.MARTS 0.12 BUTUR® 
0.19 ENANSVILLE® 0.19 DRAKE 
0.26 BUTLER 0.28 EVANSVALE 
W. 2 WHITIER® N. 2 DAYTON? 
N. 9. AZUZA PACING N.S ¢ 
N16 DAYTOKS N.1G KENTUCKY WES, 
SOUTHERN HALL TENN. CHATT, 
, GA, HUNTINGTON, W.VA, CHATTANGOGA, TENN. = LEXINGTON, VA 
(12-3) (4-7) (4-7) 
S.CAROLINAST. $7 HOWARO® A3t ST. 8.7 OE 
FLORIDA S14 WEST RGAUST® $16 MCD TN. ST. S14 WS. GARY 
MARSHALL® S24 GASOUTKERY S21 MaSS, VALLEY® $24 ETON ST. 
TECHCHATT. $28 We KENTUCKYS $.28 GA SOUTHERNY = $.28- FURMUN 
vise a5 TOUT. 0.5 MARSHAL 0.5 GA SOUTER 
CAROL a2 Ww 0.19 Wor 0.12 y 
WRUOUSTS 0.19 WL CAROUTU 0.25 WOROUNA 0.19 . 
THE CITADEL 0.25 SPPULACHANST. «= 2 APPRLCHANST.© 2 W CAROLE 
E TENN. ST X2 TEOMDEL N9 THECTADEL a9 
FURMAN N9  E TENN ST. N16 €. TENA. ST.” 4.18 THE CiTADEL* 
UBERty* N18 FURMAN® 123 FURAN N.23. APPALACHIN ST. 
OLACKSON, FAS 


MIDOLE TENNESSEE 
KURPREESSORO, TENN. 


LOUISIANA TEOH 
TENMAESSEE ST. 
TERN. CHATL® 
MURRAY STATE 
JACKSONVILLE ST. 
AUSTIN PEAY® 

E, KENTUCKY® 

SE MISSOURI 
TESNMARTIN 


E. WLINOKS* 
TENNESSEE TECH® 


$.28 


BEG 


MURRAY STATE 
TENNESSEE ST.° 
TLLINOIS STATE 
Mid, TN, ST. 


x ZR ZOCC OU ENG 
BaonSsba 


WESTERN NA 
CULL meen 
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* Home game 


SOUTHLAND 


SWAC 


McNEESE STATE NICHOLLS STATE NORTHWESTERN ST. SAM HOUSTON ST. ALABAMA STATE ALCORN STATE GRAMBLING JACKSON STATE 
LAKE CHARLES, LA, THIBODAUX, LA. NATCHITOCHES, LA. HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS MONTGOMERY, ALA. LORMAN, MISS. GRAMBUNG, LA, ARSON, MISS. 
(13-1 (0-11) (6-5) (5-5) (8-3) (4-7) (5-6) (9-3 
5.7 SW.MISSOURI A.29 NELOUISIANA 5.7 SOUTHERN* A.31 HOUSTON S. 1 JACKSON ST." A31 TROY STATE S. 7 ALCORN ST.* S. 1 ALABAMA ST, 
S.14 J. MADISON* $.14 JACKSONVILLE SI." S21 EAST TEXAS ST.* S14 TEX ABMYKING 5. 7 TEXAS SOUTHERN® =. 7 GRAMBLING $.14 CENTRAL ST." S14 TENNESSEE STO 
$.24 ANGELO ST.* $24 TROYST. 5.28 BOISE STATE S21 NE LOUISIANA 5.14 SOUTHERN 5.21 ALABAMA ST 5.28 PRAIRIE VIEW? 5.21 FLORIDA AAM* 
$28 N.IOWA 0. 5. SAMFORD 0. 5 NE LOUISIANA $.28 TEX. SOUTHERN® 5.21 ALCORN ST, 5.28 SAMFORD 0.12 MISS. VAL ST §.28 MISS. VALLEY* 
0.5 ARK-MONT.* 0.12 NW, STATES 0.12 NICHOLLS ST. 0.12 SF. AUSTIN 0.5 TROY STATE 0.5 ARK PBS O19 ARK PE ©. 5 TEXAS SOUTHERN® 
0.32 ROY ST, 0.19 SF AUSTIN® 0.19 SAMHOUSTONST® —-0.19-NW SF. 0.19 PRAIRIE VIEW 0.12 PRMRE Vew 0.26 JACKSON ST" 0.19 SOUTHERN 
0.25 SAMHOUSTONST. 0.26 SIA-TEXAS ST. 0.28 YOUNGSTOAN ST. 0.26 MONEESE ST.* 0.26 ALABAMA ALM 0.19 TEXAS SOUTHERNS «=—N. 2 TEXAS SGUTHERN 0.26 GRAMBLING 
K 2) SF AUSTIN N 2 SOUTHERN? N 2) SWTRUSST N.9 NICHOLS ST. X9 GRAMBUNG 0.26 SOUTHERN® N93 ALABAMA ST N.2  ARKPB 
N.9  5.W TOS St N.9 SAMHOUSTONST® =-«-N. «9 TROYST N16 TROY ST.* N16 MRSS. VAL ST N.9 MSS. WAL ST. N16 NCAROUMAAKT® «N16 PRAIRIE VIEW" 
N16 NW. STATE N16 HARDING? N16 MONEESE St N23. SW TEAS ST. N28 TUSKEGEE N23. JACKSON ST. N30 SOUTHERN® N.23 ALCORN ST.* 
N23. NICHOLLS ST. N23 MCNEESE ST. N23 SF.AUSTING @OALLAS, Tk @MENEHIS, TH 
+NEW ORLEANS, LA 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN SW TEXAS STATE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY — PRAIRIE VIEW A&M JERN TEXAS SOUTHERN 
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS SAN MARCOS, TEXAS IITA BENA, MISS, PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS BATON ROUGE, LA. HOUSTON, TEXAS 
{11-2} (4-7) (2-9) (0-11) (11-1) (2-8) 
5.7 DEUASTY At GRAND VALLEY A.31 MORRIS BROWN A.31 TEXAS SOUTHERN 5.7 NORTHWESTERN ST. ALS PRAIRIE VIEW? 
$14 N.10WA $14 HOFSTRA* S.7  ARKPBS S. 7 ABLENECHRISTAN® — S.14 ALABAMA ST.* 5.7 ALABAMA ST 
§.28 TROY ST.* $.21 _E, WASHINGTON S28 TENN-CHATT, S14 HARDINSIMMONS $.21 PRAIRIE VIEWS S.21 LANES 
0.12 SAMHOUSTONST.* §.28  IDAHO* $.28 JACKSON ST, $.2t SOUTHERN® $.28 TENNESSEE ST." §.28 SAM HOUSTON ST. 
0.19 NICHOLLS ST. 0.12 SOUTHERN UTAH 0. 5 SOUTHERN 5.28 GRAMBLING: 0. 5 MISS, VALLEY? 0, 5 JACKSON ST. 
0.26 SAMFORD® 0.19 TROY STATE 0.12 GRAMBLING* 0. 5 LANGSTON 0.19 JACKSON ST." 0.12 ARKPES 
N. 2 MCNEESE ST, 0.26 NICHOLLS ST.° 0.19 LANE® 0.12 ALCORN STATE* 0.26 ALCORN ST. 0.19 ALCORN ST, 
N. 9 JACKSONVILLE ST® oN, 2) NNW. STATE 0.26 TEXAS SOUTHERN 0.19 ALABAMA STATE* N. 2 MCHOLLS St. 0.26 MISS, VALLEY® 
N26 SW. TEXAS ST. NO MENEESE St ‘i. 2 PRAIRIE VIEWS N2  MiSS. VALLEY N93 FLORIDA AAM® N.2 GRAMBLING? 
N23. NW. STAIE® N16 SF AUSTING N93 ALCORN ST.” X 9 MMOWESTERNSTAIE © NJ6 TEXAS SOUTHERN® «=. «9 MORGAN ST 
N23 SAM HOUSTON St N16 ALABAMA ST N16 JACKSON ST. N30 GRAMBLING: N16 SOUTHERN 
HOUSTON. Tx BHOUSTON, Tx @HOUSTON. Tx 
+DALLAS, Tx +NEW ORLEANS, LA 
BOSTON CONNECTICUT DELAWARE JAMES MADISON MAINE MASSACHUSETTS NEW HAMPSHIRE NORTHEASTERN 
BOSTON, MASS. STORRS, CONN, NEWARK, DEL. HARRISONBURG, VA. ORONO, MAINE AMHERST, MASS. DURHAM, NH, BOSTON, MASS. 
(3-8) (8-3) {11-2} (8-4) (3-8) (6-5) (6-5) (4-7) 
S. 7 ST, MARY'S (0a) S. 7 BUFFALO 5.7 LEHIGH* S. 7 SHIPPENSBURG* A.31 NORTHEASTERN S. 7 VILLANOVA $.14 RHODE ISLAND A.3t MAINE® 
S1¢ MAINE S.t4 NORTHEASTERN 5.14 VIULANOWA $14 WMONEESE ST. $7 FORDHAM §.14 HOLY CROSS $.21 CONNECTICUT* $.14 CONNECTICUT® 
5.21 JAMES MADISON® $.21 NEW HAMPSHIRE $.21 WEST CHESTER $21 BOSTON $14 BOSTON® 5.21 RICHMOND $.28 JAMES MADISON S21 LAFAYETTE 
§.28  RICKMIOND® $28 YE $.28 MAINE 5.28 NEW HAMPSHIRE* $.21 RHODE ISLAND® 5.28 NORTHEASTERN* 0.5 WMA MARY $28 MASSACHUSETIS* 
0. 5 DELAWARE 0.5 VILLANONAY © 5 BOSTON 0.5 MANES $28 DELAWARE* 0. 5 RHODE ISLAND 0.12 LEHIGH* 0. 5 RICEMOND® 
0.12 MASSACHUSETTS 0.12 MAINE? 0.12 RICHMOND 0.12 WM AND maRY* 0. 5 JAMES MADISON 0.12 BOSTON* 0.19 MANE 0.12 VLLANOVA® 
C19 HOFSTRAS 0.29 RHODE ISLAND 0.19 NORTHEASTERN® 0.19 RICHMOND 0.12 CONNECTICUT 0.19 BUFFALO 0.26 MASSACMLSETTS® 0.19 DELAWARE 
26 RHODE ISLAND 0.25 KOFSTRA* 0.26 JAMES MADISON" 0.26 DELAWARE 0.19 NEW HAMPSHIRE® 0.26 NEW HIMPSHmE N 2 RICHMONO® 0.26 WAS Many 
N. 2) CONNECTICUT: N2 Boston N 2 WE wey N 2 NORTHEASTERN? ‘2 MASSACHUSETTS N.2 MUN % 9 VvELANO’ N. 2) JAMES MADESON 
9 NORTHEASTERN N93 JAMES MADISCN* N9 NW N. 9 CONNECTICUT N&  HOFSTRA 8.9 WMS MARY N16 BOSTON “9 BOSTON* 
4.26 NEW HAMPSHIRE ® N16 MASSACHUSETTS N16 RHOOE SLAND* N16 VALANOWA® N15 BUFFALOY N16 CONNECTICUT N23 NORTHEASTERN N23 NEW HAMPSHIRE* 
RHODE ISLAND RICHMOND VILLANOVA WILLIAM & MARY 
RESTON. Ri RICHMOND, VA. VILLANOVA, PA. WILUAMSBURG, VA. 
{T- (7-3-1) (3-8) (7-4) 
5 7) WM. & MARY $7 COLGATE® A31 RUTGERS A31  C, FLORIDA 
5.14 NEW HAMPSHIRE* $14 THE CITADEL 5. 7 MASSACHUSETTS* S, 7 RHODE ISLANO 
$.21 MAINE $21 MASSACHUSETTS 5.14 DELAWARE* S14 vate 
$.28 BROWN? $.28 BOSTON 5.21 FORDHAM® $.21 BUCKNELL 
0. 5 MASSACHUSETTS* 0. 5 NORTHEASTERN 0.5 CONNECTICUT $.28 RHODE ISLAND 
0.19 CONNECTICUT 0.12 DELAWARE® 0.12 NORTHEASTERN 0. 5 NEW HAMPSHIRE® 
0.26 BOSTON® 0.19 JAMES MADISON® 0.29 WM. & MARY* 0.12 JAMES MADISON 
No 2 VILLANOVA 0.26 VALANOWAS 0.26 RICHMOND 0.19 VELANOVA 
N16 DELAINARE No 2 NEW HAMPSHIRE N 2 RHODE SLAND® 0.26 NORTHEASTERN® 
N23 HOFSTRA N39 Ww N. 9 NEWHAMPSHIRE NK. 2 DELAINARE* 
N16 WM. MARY N16 JAMES MADXSON NG WASSACHUSETTS* 
NE RICHMOND 
I-AA INDEPENDENTS 
BUFFALO CAL POLY CENTRAL CONN. ST. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN DAVIDSON HOFSTRA UBERTY MONMOUTH 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF, NEW BRITAIN, CT. CHARLESTON, S.C. DAVIDSON, N.C. HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. LYNCHBURG, VA. WW. LONG BRANCH, NJ. 
(3-8) (5-6) (2-8) {1-10} (1-8-1) {10-2) (8-3) (7-3) 
29° ILUNOIS ST,* S. 7 IDAHO ST. ALBANY 5. 7 SC, STATE S14 S. 7 SACRAMENTO ST* A.31_E, TENNESSEE ST $. 7S. CONNECTICUT* 
$. 7 GONNECTICUT® $.14 MONTANA S.14 FAIRFIELD 5.14 PRESBYTERIAN S21 SEWANEE S14 SW TEXAS ST, S. 7 W.CAROLINA® $14. ST, FRANCIS* 
5.14 COLGATE 5.21 WEBER ST. $.21 FROSTBURG ST, S21 WESTVA ST* 5.28 EMORY & HENRY* $.21  W. ILUNOKS? S.14 DELAWARE ST.* $.21 PACE 
$.21  LEHIGH 0.5 1OAHO §.28 ROBERT MORRIS* $28 HOFSTRA® 0.5 GURFORD® §.28 CHARLESTON Sov. $.21 MORGAN ST 5.28 CW.POST 
$.28 EDINBORO 0.12 SAINT MARY'S* 0. 5 TOWSON ST. 0. 5 MOREHEAD ST." 0.12 WASH, & LEE* 0.5 $.28 INDIANA ST.* 0. 5 MERCYHURST 
0.5 CORNELL 0.19 S. UTAH 0.12 STONYEROOK* 0.12 NEWRERRY® 0.19 METHODIST 0.19 BOSTON 0. 5 HOFSTRAt 0.12 WAGNER 
0.12 YOUNGSTOWN ST» 0.26 W. RUNOIS 0.26 WAGNER® 0.25 UBERTY 0.26 RANDOLPHMIACON® 0.26 CONNECTICUT 0.19 W. KENTUCKY 0.19 TOWSON STATES 
0.19 MASSACHUSETTS N.2  CALDAMS® fh 2) ST. FRANCIS iPaye NK 2 NEWHAVEN? N 2 HAMPOENSYDMEY N 2 BUFFALO’ 0.25 CHARLESTON Sou." 0.25 ROBERT MORRIS 
K 2 HOFSTRA N.9 MONTANA ST. N93 S.CONN ST. N93 TuscuuMe N93 CENTRE? N93 Mane N 2 HAMSTON NO SEM 
8.9 MEWRRENS M23 CALST.SAC N16 MONMOUTH® N16 WOFFORD X16 BROGDAMTER N16 YOUNGSTOWN Sz" N18 GASOUTHERN N16. C. CONNECTICUT 
N16 MANE N21 UB N23. RHODE ISLAND® 
MOREHEAD STATE ROBERT MORRIS FORD SOUTHERN UTAH ST. ST. MARY'S TOWSON STATE TROY STATE 
MOREHEAD, KY. CORAPOLIS, PA. BIRMINGHAM, ALA. CEDAR CITY, UT. LORETTO, PA. ; , TO § TROY, AL. 
{2-8} i (7-4) {2-9) (0-10) (8-2) (6-4) (11-1) 
$7 DAYTON $7 MERCYHURST §. 7 KNOXVILLE® AQl N.1OWAS $. 7 WAYNESBORO* S. 7 BOSTON* 5.7 BUTLER A.31 ALCORN ST, 
$.21 VALPARAISO $.1¢ BUTLER? $14 AUSTIN PEAY® S. 7 WEBER ST. $.14 MONMOUTH S.14 IDAHO S.14 S. 7 ELHENTUCKY 
0, 8 CHARLESTON Sou. $.21 TOWSON STATE* $.21 TENNESSEE TECH 5.14 NARIZONA $.21. GANNON $.21 SONOMA ST, 5.21 ROBERT MORRIS $.21 NICHOLLS STATES 
0.12 WOFFORD $.28 ©, CONN, ST, 8.28 ALCORN STATE* 5.21 WESTERN ST, 0.5 WAGNER? $.28 ORAKE* 5.28 DAYTON® $.28 SF, AUSTIN STATE 
N,Q WLKENTUCKY* 0. 5 GANNON® ©, 5 NICHOLLS STATE §.2B MONTANA TECH* 0.12 DUQUESNE* 0. 5 SANDIEGO® 0.5 C,CONN. ST.* 0. 5 ALABAMA STATE® 
N46 EVANSVILLE 0.12 DAYTON 0.12 ©, FLORIOA 0. 5 MONTANA 0.19 MERCYHURST* 0.12 CAL POLYSLO 0.12 COLGATE* 0.12 MeNEESE STATE* 
Vetere beconplete ot revs tne) 0.26 MONMOUTH? 0.29 JACKSONVILLE ST. 0.12 SW TEAS? 6.26 TOWSON STATE 0.26 CALOKMS 0.19 7 0.19 SWTEXAS ST.* 
N. 2 WAGNER 0.26. F, AUSTIN 0.19 CAL POLY.SLO N.2 C.CONN, ST. Ni, 2 SOUTHERN UTAH N. 2. MARIST 0.26 JACKSONVILLE ST, 
N. 9. ST, FRANCIS N. 2 WOFFORD* 0.26 NEW MEXICO ST. N.9 ROBERT MORRIS* N. 9 CHAPMAN® N16 WAGNER? N. 9 NORTHWESTERN ST. 
N16 CIN, POST* N16 TENN MARTIN N. 2 SAINT MARY'S? N16 BETHANY* N16 HUMBOLDT ST. N23 SAMFORD* N.16 SAM HOUSTON ST. 
N23 TROY STATE N16 CALDAMS N23 SAMFORD® 
WAGNER WOFFORD COLLEGE = YOUNGSTOWN Suge 
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. BOWLING GREEN, KY. SPARTANBURG, S.C. YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
8-2) (2-8) (4-7) (3-8} 
3.24 10NA ASL KY. WESLEWN® 5. 7 LENOIRRHYNE® S 5 SUPPERY ROCK’ 
$21. Cw. Poste S. 7 MURRAY ST. S14 W.CAROUNA 5.14 HEN 
5.28 MARIST® S24 E KENTUCKY? 5.21 FURMAN S21 RUNOIS ST. 
0. 5 ST. FRANCIS IPA) S.2t AUSTIN PEAY 0. 5 PRESBYTERMN® 5.28 CLARION 
0.12 MONMOUTH* $28 MARSHALL 0.12 MOREHEAD St. 0.12 BUFFALO 
0,19 ST. PETER'S* 0.5 UAB 0.19 NEWBERRY 0.19 ASHLAND® 
0.26. CONNECTICUT 0.12 JACKSONVILLE ST. N. 2 SAMFORO 0.26 NORTHWESTERN ST.* 
N. 2 ROBERT MORRIS* 0.19 LIBERTY* N93 DAYTON No 2 NAOWAS 
Nl. 9 STONY BROOK 0,26 INDIANA ST,* N16 CHARLESTON SO.* N.9 SWMISSOURI 
N.1G TOWSON ST. No 2S, ILUNOIS® N.23 THE CITADEL N16 HOFSTRA 
N, 9 MOREHEAD ST, 
222 ATHLON FooTtBatL 1996 


PRIMESZ ER’ presents 1995 Review 


MAJOR COLLEGE BOWLS 
COACHING CHANGES 1995-96 SCORES 
Former FIESTA BOW , 
scons Has Pha sii eed /- Nebraska 62, Florida 24 
California Steve Mariucci (Green Bay Packers Quarterbacks Coach) Keith Gilbertson oaide ake 31, Notre Dame 26 
Georgia Jim Donnan (Marshall Head Coach) Ray Goff SUGAR BOWL Virginia Tech 28, Texas 10 
Hawaii Fred vonAppen (Colorado Defensive Line Coach) Bob Wagner ROSE BOWL USC 41, Northwestern 32 
Louisiana Tech Gary Crowton (Louisiana Tech Offensive Coordinator) Joe Raymond Peace COTTON BOWL Colorado 38, Oregon 6 
Northem lilinois Joe Novak (Indiana Defensive Coordinator) Charlie Saddler GATOR BOWL Syracuse 41, Clemson 0 
Oklahoma John Blake (Dallas Cowboys Defensive Line Coach) Howard Schnelienberger FLORIDA CITRUS BOWL Tennessee 20, Ohio State 14 
Rutgers Terry Shea (British Columbia Lions Quarterbacks Coach) Doug Graber OUTBACK BOWL Penn State 43, Auburn 14 
UCLA Bob Toledo (UCLA Offensive Coordinator) Terry Donahue PEACH BOWL Virginia 34, Georgia 27 
CARQUEST BOWL North Carolina 20, Arkansas 10 
DIVISION I-A LIBERTY BOWL East Carolina 19, Stanford 13 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES HOLIDAY BOWL Kansas State 54, Colorado State 21 
* Pacific, formerly a Big West member, dropped program. INDEPENDENCE BOWL LSU 45, Michigan State 26 
SUN BOWL lowa 38, Washington 18 
¢ UAB moved from I-AA to |-A as an Independent. 
; P ALAMO BOWL Texas A&M 22, Michigan 20 
* Central Florida moved from I-AA to I-A as an Independent. COPPER BOWL Texas Tech 55, Air Force 41 
* Idaho moved from I-AA to |l-A as a member of the Big West. ALOHA BOWL Kansas 51, UCLA 30 
* Boise State moved from I-AA to I-A as a member of the Big West. LAS VEGAS BOWL Toledo 40, Nevada 37 (OT) 
DIVISION I-A 1995 BOWL GAME HIGHS 
SINGLE-GAME HIGHS. Individual 
Player Yards rushing Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech (Copper) 24-260 
Passing and Rushing Player, Team Total Yards passing Hines besten Suge (Peach) 31-59-2 int.-1 TD-413 
Rushing plays: Robert Holcomb, Illinois 49 Most touchdowns — Wasean Toit, Toledo (Las Vegas) % 
Rushing yards: Eddie George, Ohio State 314 Byron Hantspard, Texas Tech (Copper) . 
Passes attempted Rusty LaRue, Wake Forest 78 TDs passing Brian Kavanaugh, Kansas State (Holiday) 18-24-1 int~4 TD-242 
Passes completed: Rusty LaRue, Wake Forest 55 Wally Richardson, Penn State (Outback) 13-24-41 int—4 TD-217 
Passing yards: Mike Maxwell, Nevada 552 Danny Kannell, Florida State (Orange) 20-32-2 int~4 TD-290 
Receiving and Returns Total offense Hines Ward, Georgia (Peach) 469 
Passes caught: Alex Van Dyke, Nevada 18 Most receptions Alex Van Dyke, Nevada (Las Vegas) are 
Receiving yards: Alex Van Dyke, Nevada 314 Mest field goals : Kyle Bryant, Texas an (Alamo) 5 
Punt return yards: Chris McCranie, Georgia 225 Longest fick! goal Phil Dawson, Texas (Suge) _ 
Kickoff return yards: Eddie Kennison, LSU 190 Longest run Derrick Mason, Michigan State (Independence) 100 (kickoff) 
Longest TD pass Mike Groh to Demetius Allen, Virginia (Peach) 83 
Team — Team 
0 Yards rushing Nebraska (Fiesta) vs. Florida 524 
Points scored: Florida State, Nebraska, : 
South Carolina, Virginia Tech 77 ka passing George = _ = 
Rushing yards: Nebraska 624 efonee Nebresks (Fiesta) vs; Hone 
Passing yards: Nevada 552 Yotal plays Georgia (Peach) vs, Virginia % 
Total yards: Florida State 797 Rushing defense = Nebraska (rresta}.vs, Fonda 8 
Fewest rushing yards: North Texas -44 Passing defense Syracuse (Gator) vs. Clemson 69 
Fewest total yards: Akron 39 Total defense Syracuse (Gator) vs. Clemson 159 
Points Nebraska (Fiesta) vs. Fonda 55 
Attendance Rose 100,102 
1996-97 BOWL SCHEDULE 
Date Game Kickoff (EST) Site Date Game Kickoff (EST) Site 
Dec. 19 _—_Las Vegas 9:00 Las Vegas, NV Dec. 31 ‘Federal Express Orange 7:00 Miami, FL 
Dec.25 Jeep Eagle Aloha 4:30 Honolulu, HI TBA Carquest Auto Parts TBA Miami, FL 
Dec. 27 Copper 8:00 Tucson, AZ Jan. 1 Outback 11:00 Tampa, FL 
Dec. 28 = St. Jude Liberty 12:00 Memphis, TN Jan. 1 Toyota Gator 12:30 Jacksonville, FL 
Dec. 28 Peach 8:00 Atlanta, GA Jan, 1 Rose TBA Pasadena, CA 
Dec. 29 —_ Builders Square Alamo 8:00 San Antonio, TX Jan. 1 Compusa Florida Citrus 1:00 Orlando, FL 
Dec. 30 —— Plymouth Holiday TBA San Diego, CA Jan, 1 Cotton TBA Dallas, TX 
Dec. 31 Poulan/Weed Eater Independence TBA Shreveport, LA Jan. 1 Tostitos Fiesta 8:00 Tempe, AZ 
Dec. 31 Norwest Sun 2:30 EI Paso, TX Jan, 2 Nokia Sugar 8:00 New Orleans, LA 
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1995 Division I-A Leaders 


Team 
NET PUNTING 
— OFFENSE Tal DEFENSE No. Yds. Net 
Team Pils. Yds. Avg. Hd YPG Team Pls. Yds. Avg. TD YPG Team Punts Avg. Ret. Ret. Avg. 
Nevada re 917 6263 6.8 569.4 Kansas State Pe 673 2759 41 16 250.8 Ball State 66 «46. 29 346 «641.3 
Nebraska 41 855 6119 7.2 6 556.3 Miami (Ohio) 11 738 2764 3.7 15 251.3 Wyoming 40 45.2 13 184 406 
Florida State 11 885 6067 69 71 551.6 Texas A&M 11 773 2835 3.7 16 257.7 Rice 57 436 23 181 405 
Florida 12 867 6413 7.4 72 5344 Ball State 11 712 2850 40 22 259.1 Oklahoma State 67 44.0 31 260 401 
Ohio State 12 865 5887 68 60 490.6 Baylor 11 709 2903 41 19 263.9 Texas A&M 60 43.3 23 196 40.0 
Colorado 11 809 5353 66 48 486.6 North Carolina 11 729 2940 4.0 25 267.3 Syracuse 40 431 13 131 398 
San Diego State 12 883 5785 66 51 482.1 Arizona 11 739 2976 4.0 19 2705 North Texas 78 421 29 #190 39.6 
New Mexico St. 11 811 5248 65 46 477.1 Western Mich, 11 686 3092 45 23 281.1 Kansas 53 424 20 159 394 
Auburn 41 788 5049 64 54 459.0 Alabama 11 727 3125 43 21 284.1 Tcu 56 420 25 150 39.4 
Fresno State 12 899 5479 61 47 4566 Virginia Tech 11 782 3145 4.0 18 285.9 Vanderbilt 74 410 29 140 39.1 
SCORING eee SCORING pean Fait RETURNS 
Team Pts. Avg. Team Avg. Team No. Yds. TD Avg. 
Nebraska rc 576 52.4 Northwestern i mo 12.7 Eastern Mich. fh 166 1 208 
Florida State 11 §32 48.4 Kansas State 11 145 13,2 BYU 41 a 492 2 18.9 
Florida 12 534 445 Texas A&M 11 148 13.5 Fresno State 42: 99 398 2 18.1 
Nevada 11 484 44.0 Nebraska 11 150 13.6 Syracuse 11 23 390 2 17.0 
Auburn it 424 38.5 Virginia Tech 11 155 14.1 Colorado State fi 36 562 3 15.6 
Ohio State 12 461 38.4 LSU 11 160 14.5 San Diego State 12 «23 338 0 14,7 
Tennessee 414 411 37.4 Louisville 43 165 15.0 Boston College 12 20 284 2 14.2 
Colorado 11 406 36.9 Miami (Ohio) 11 165 15.0 UCLA Bi 433 2 14.0 
Kansas State 41 402 36.5 Baylor 11 166 15.1 Northwestern 41 30 418 1 13.9 
South Carolina 11 401 36.5 Clemson 11 178 16.2 Michigan St. 1125 337 2 135 
aa OFFENSE or a KICKOFF RETURNS 
Team Car. Yds. Avg. ™T YPG Team Car. AVE. ™ YPG Team No. Yds. TD Avg. 
Nebraska | 627 4398 51 399.8 Virginia Tech 4 429 = 7 774 New Mexico & 35 947 1 7.4 
Air Force 12 672 3989 b9 36 332.4 Nebraska 11 341 862 35 6 784 Stanford 11 39 1024 2 26.3 
Arm: 11 699 3632 52 36 330.2 Michigan 12 419 1081 2.6 12 90.1 Cincinnati 11 37 930 1 25.1 
Clemson 11 611 2855 47 24 2595 Georgia Tech 11 372 1003 2.7 17 91.2 Tennessee 11 30 752 0 251 
Toledo 11 564 2690 48 32 2445 Arkansas 12 424 1251 3.0 15 104.3 Air Force 12 38 922 0 243 
Notre Dame 11 562 2572 46 29 233.8 Alabama 11 4380 1158 3.0 9 1053 Baylor 11 25 604 0 242 
Nav 11 574 2570 45 214 233.6 Oregon 11 416 1163 28 15 105.7 South Carolina 11 46 1084 1 23.6 
Purdue 11 522 2567 49 25 233.4 Texas A&M 11 444 1164 «26 = 8 105.8 Florida 12 38 886 1 93.3 
lowa State 41 506 2513 50 23 228.5 Oklahoma 11 424 1200 2.8 11 109.1 Southern Miss. 41 42 965 1 23.0 
Norther Illinois 11 546 2497 46 18 227.0 Virginia 12 424 1310 3.1 15 109.2 Michigan State 44 42 961 1 92.9 
PASSING OFFENSE PASSING DEFENSE 
Cmp. Yds./ Cmp. Yds./ Rating 
Team G Cmp. Att. Int. Pet. Yds. Att. TD YPG Team G Cmp. Att. Int. Pct. Yds. Att. 1D Points 
Nevada 11 337 509 22 66.2 4579 90 39 4163 Miami (Ohio) 1i (437 303 22 «4445.2 1544 Fe | 11 85.5 
Florida 12 287 457 12 62.8 4330 95 48 3608 Texas A&M 11 150 329 13 456 1671 51 8 88.4 
Florida State 11 297 465 4 63.9 3616 78 36 328.7 Texas Tech 11 153 372 15 410 2020 5.4 14 91.1 
New Mexico State 11 260 454 20 57.3 3540 78 30 3218 Ball State 11 128 303 10 42.2 1469 48 14 91.6 
BYU 11 252 388 4 8= 14 64.9 3469 8.9 20 315.4 Bavtor 11 148 310 13 «477 «2#41661««054 7 918 
South Carolina 11 282 420 10 67.1 3373 8.0 32 306.6 
LSU 141i «158 343 13 46.14 1907 5.6 8 92.9 
Eastern Michigan 41 254 441 19 576 3323 75 23 3021 East Carolina 11 157 332 19 473 1988 60 7 93.1 
Colorado 11 222 366 11 60.7 3269 89 28 297.2 : , : 4 i 
" Cincinnati 11 162 347 20 46.7 2011 5.8 11 94.3 
Fresno State 12 247 432 17 57.2 3483 81 25 290.3 : 
Wake Forest 11 289 483 418 898 3073 64 19 279.4 Louisville 41 350 175 24 50.0 2130 61 8 95.0 
Miami (Fla.) 114 145 302 12 48.0 1631 5,4 10 96.4 
Individual 
PASSING EFFICIENCY PUNTING 
Cmp. Int. Yds./ Rating Player and School cl. No. Avg. 
Player and School Cl. G Cmp. Att. Pct. Int. Pct. Yds. Att. TD Points Brad Maynard, Ball State Jr, 66 46.5 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida Jy, 11 210 325 646 10 3.1 3266 101 35 1784 Brian Gragert, Wyoming Sr. 40 45.2 
Bobby Hoying, Ohio State Sr. 12 192 303 634 11 36 3023 100 28 1704 Greg Ivy, Oklahoma State Sr. 66 44.7 
Donovan McNabb, Syracuse Fr. 11 128 207 #618 6 29 1991 96 16 162.3 Chad Kessler, LSU So. 47 44.1 
Mike Maxwell, Nevada S. 9 277 409 67.7 17 42 3611 88 33 160.2 
Matt Miller, Kansas State Sr. 11 154 240 642 11 46 2059 86 22 157.3 
Steve Taneyhill, South Carolina Sr. 14 261 389 67.1 9 2.3 3094 8.0 29 153.9 
Jim Arellanes, Fresno State Jr. 9 102 172 593 6 35 1539 90 413 152.4 
Donald Sellers, New Mexico Jr 10 1214 195 62.1 3 15 1693 8.7 11 1505 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU jn 11 250 385 649 14 3.6 3437 89 20 149.8 
Josh Wallwork, Wyoming J, 10 163 271 602 13 48 2363 87 21 149.4 
RUSHING SCORING 
Player and School Cl G Car. Yds. Avg. TD YPG Player and School cl. G 1 XP FG Pts. PPG 
Troy Davis, lowa State So. 11 345 2010 58 15 182.7 Eddie George, Ohio State Sr. 12 24 Oo O 144 12.0 
Wasean Tait. Toledo Jr. 41 357 1905 53 20 173.2 George Jones, San Diego State Jr. 120 (23 9 O 138 115 
George Jones, San Diego State yy, = =12 305 1842 60 23 153.5 Wasean Tait, Toledo Jr. 14420 o oO 120 109 
Darnell Autry, Northwestern So. 11 355 1675 47 14 1523 Scott Greene, Michigan State Sr. 10 «17 2 0 104 10.4 
Eddie George, Ohio State Sr 12 303 1826 60 23 152.2 Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech So 11 18 A) 0 108 98 
Deland McCullough, Miami (Ohio) St 14 321 1627 51 14 147.9 Leland McElroy, Texas A&M Jr. 10 16 0 Oo 96 9.6 
Moe Williams, Kentucky St, 141 294 1600 54 17 145.5 Beau Morgan, Air Force Jt. 12. «(19 0 O 114 9.5 
Tshimanga Biakabutuka, Michigan Je, 12 279 1724 62 12 143.7 Terry Glenn, Ohio State Jr. 11017 2 O 104 9.5 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar, UCLA Je. 10 270 1419 53 11 141.9 Stephen Davis, Auburn Ss. ii WW 0 QO 102 9.3 
Charles Talley, Northern Illinois yo AL 285 1540 5.40 7 (140.0 Moe Williams, Kentucky yu it 17 OO 102 9.3 
TOTAL OFFENSE RECEIVING 
RUSHING PASSING TOTAL OFFENSE Player and School Ci. G Rec. Yds. TD YPG 
Player and School Cl. Car. Gain Loss Net Att. Yds. Pls. Yds. YdP! TDR YPG Alex Van Dyke, Nevada Sr, 11 129 1854 16 168.6 
Mike Maxwell, Nevada Sr 34 91 79 12 409 3611 443 3623 82 34 402.6 Marcus Harris, Wyoming Je 11 78 1423 14 129.4 
Cody Ledbetter, New Mexico St. Sr. 90 405 182 223 453 3501 543 3724 69 32 3386 Kevin Alexander, Utah State Sr. 11 92 1400 6 127.3 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU J. 82 136 303 -167 385 3437 467 3270 7.0 22 297.3 _ Terry Glenn, Ohio State J. 41 57 1316 17 119.6 
Charlie Batch, Eastern Michigan Jr. «= 61157 105 «= 52) 424. «3177 «482 3229 67 24 293.6  ChadMackey, LovisianaTech Jr. 11 90 1255 9 114.4 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida Jy. 46 65 206 -141 325 3266 371 3125 84 37 284.1 Keyshawn Johnson, USC St 11 90 1218 6 110.7 
Steve Taneyhill, South Carolina Sr. 66 203 241 -38 389 3094 455 3056 6.7 29 277.8 Will Blackwell, San Diego St So. 11 86 1207 8 109.7 
Billy Blanton, San Diego State Jy. 69 225 201 24 389 3300 458 3324 7.3. 23 277.0 Marvin Harrison, Syracuse St 11 56 1131 8 1028 
Tony Graziani, Oregon J. 70 333 95 238 389 2491 459 2729 60 17 272.9  GraonStoey,SWlouisiana fF 11 75 1121 9 1019 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee So. 41 90 84 6 380 2954 421 2960 7.0 27 269.1 SobtyEngan,Pem State S&S i 6 108 11 986 
Marcus Crandell, East Carolina Je 94 327 126 201 447 2751 541 2952 55 24 2684 
Danny Kannell, Florida State S. 19 30 71 -44 402 2957 421 2916 69 32 265.1 
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It's up to you 
to make the call. 
1°800-CARSTAR 


Quality Collision Repair. 


http://www.carstar.com 


Introducing our newest Digital Satellite 
System. Initations are sure to follow. 


But don't be fooled. For the 
most advanced DSS" System 


available, you want the new 


Separate firwortte channel lists make tt easier sa) 


10 find something you want wank 
RCA brand DSS System. 
Its remote has One-Button 


Record. Highlight a show on 
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[ One-Bucton Record means the end of | 

VER programming as you know it 
the program guide, press 
record’ and it programs your 
VCR for you. And our Personal Profiles feature lets several people create separate favorite channel lists, 
which you call up by clicking on a picture of yourself. You can also access the most exciting movies and 
events DIRECTV and USSB have ever offered) with laser disc quality picture and 
CD sound capability?” The new RCA DSS System. We were the first to intro- 
duce it, so who better to improve it? Changing Entertainment. Again: RCs 

1 Progeamming sold separately. Model DS4430R8. 


tered trademare of DIRECTV®, Ine 2 wnt 
VOR: StaSigte® oo a 


the full cosa 


